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ADVERTISEMENT. 



^O many and so various have been the 
impositions practised on public credulity 
with regard to " The Book," that it has 
been deemed advisable to resort to an in&l- 
lible proof of the authenticity of the fol- 
lowing pages, and place beyond a ques- 
tion the fact of the whole being a correct 
copy of the original suppressed " Book", 
prepared for publication by the late Mr. 
Perceval. 

Thus the present Volume has been 
printed line for line in correspondence with 
the celebrated Edition of Mr. Edwards, 
with its errors, as errataed by Mr.' Perceyalt 
and its original imprint 
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Masi it please y^ur Majestifi 

Your Majesty having been gfadousty pfeftse^; 
by an ifairttutnent under year Majesty's Royal 
Sign Manual, a ebpy tit ni'hich i^ atinexed to i\m 
ft^porty Co *^ auihorize, empower, and direct ng 
i^ to inquire into the troth of tertain written 
^ declarations, touching the ^ondiit^t of her 
^< Royal Highness the Princess of Wales, an 
^ abstract of whicH had- been laid before your 
^^ Majesty, and to examine upon oath such per- 
^ sons as we should utt fut^ touchilig and eifi« 









• • • 



^* cerntng^ tbe same, and to report to you^ 
*^ Majesty the result of such examinations/ ' We 
kfLve, in dutiful obedience to your Majesty's com- 
mandsi proceeded to examine the several witnesses, 
tbe copies of whose depositions we have hereunto 
annexed ^ and,- in further execution of the said 
commadQs, we now most respectfully submit to 
your Majesty the report of these examinatioBsr 
as it has appeared to us: But we beg leave at 
the same time humbly to refer your Majesty, 
for more complete information, to the examinations 
themselves, in order to correct any error of judg- 
ment^ into which we may have unintentionally 
faHen, with respect to any part of this business. 
Ob a reference to tho ab^ve mentioned declara- 
tions, as the necessary foundation of all our pro- 
ceedings, we fbtind that they consisted in certain 
statements, which had been laid before his Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales, respecting the 
conduct of her Ro^al Highness the Princess. 
That these statements, not only, imputed to her 
Koyal Highness great impropriety and indecency 
of behaviour, but expressly asserted, partly 6n 
the ground of certain alledged declarations from 
the Princess's own month, and partly on the 
personal observation of the infwmaBts, the fol- 
lowing most important facts; viz. That her 
Royal Highness had been pregnant in the year 
1802, in consequence of an illicit intercourse^ 
and that she had in the same year been secretly 
delivered of a male child, which child had ever 



Sioce that period been brought up by her Royai 
Highness, in her own house, and under her imme- 
diate inspection. 

These allegations thus made, had, as we found, 
been followed by declarations from other persons, 
who had not indeed spoken to the important 
facts of the pregnai>cy or delivery of her Royal 
Highness, but had related other particulars, in 
themselves extremely suspicious^ and still more 
so when connected with the assertions already 
mentioned^ 

In the painful situation, in which his Jloyat 
Highness was placed, by these communications, 
we learnt that his Royal Highness had adopted 
the only course -which could, in our judgment, 
with propriety be followed. When informations 
such as these had been thus confidently alledged, 
and particularly detailed, and had been io some 
degree supported by collateral evidence, applying 
to other points of the same nature (though going 
to a far less extent,) one line only could h^ 
pursued. 

Every sentiment of duty io your Majesty, and 
of eoticern for the public welfare, required that 
these particulars should not be withheld from 
your Majesty^ to whom more particularly be- 
longed the cognizance of a matter of State, so 
nearly touching the honour of your ]\Iajesty's 
Royal Family, and, by possibility, affecting the 
Succession of your Majesty's Crown. 
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Your Majesty had been pleased, on yciur part, 
to view the subject in the same light. Consider 
ing it as a matter i^hich, oil every account, de- 
manded the most immediate investigation, your 
Majesty had thought fit to conlmit into our hand^ 
the duty of ascertaining, in the firKt instance, what 
# degree of credit was diie to the informations, and 
thereby enabling yoiif Majesty to decide what 
further conduct to adopt concerning them. 

On this review therefore of the matter^ tlut9 
alledged, and of thel course hitherto pursued upoil 
them, we deemed it {Irdper, in the first place, toi 
examine those persons ifi whose .declarations the 
occasion for this Inquiry had originated. Becaase 
if they, on being examined upon oath, had retract^ 
ed or varied their assertions, all necessity for 
further investigation migbt possibly have beeni 
precluded. 

We accordingly first exairiined ob oath the 
principal informants, Sir John Douglas, and Char« 
lotte his wife; who both positively swore, the 
former to his having observed the fact of the 
pregnancy of her Royal Highness, and the latter 
to all the important particulars trontained in her 
former declaration, and above refcn*ed to. Their 
examinations are annexed to this Heport,- and are 
circumstantial and positive. 

The most matCTial of those alleviations, into the 
truth of which had been directed to inquire we 
being thus far supported by the oath of the parties 
from whom thev had proceeded, we then felt H 



^ 
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our <lut; to ft^How th6 Inquirj by the examiua* 
tkm of meh other persons as we judged best able 
to afibrd us inforiuatien, as to the facts in quesr 

We thought it beyopd all doabt that, in this 
coarse of inquiry, many particulars must be learnt 
which -woutd bjB necessarily conclosive on the 
truth or falsehood of these declarations. So many 
persons Mciust hare been witnesses to the appear* 
ances of an aetoaUy existing pregnancy ; so manjr 
teircumstances most have been attendant upon a 
real delirery ; and diffieiilties so nnmeroos and 
inwrmcmntable most hare been involved in any 
attMspt to account for tlie infant in question, as 
the child of another woman, if it had been in 
fsttt the child of th^ Princess ; tliat we entertained 
a full and ponfidentt expectation of arriving at 
c^omplete proof, either in the uffirmative or nega^ 
tivei on this part of the ^u^ect. 

This expectation was pot disappointed. We 
are happy to declare to your Majesty our perfect 
eo»victHm that there is no foundation whatever 
for jbetieving that the child now with the Princesi^ 
is the child of her Royal Highness^ or that she 
was delivered of any child in the year 1802 ; nor 
has any thing appeared to us which would warrant 
the belief that she was pregnant in that year, or 

a^ any other period within the compass of our 

• • • 

'Fbe idientity of tbe chiW, now with tlic 
Princess, it» parentage, the place and the date of 
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its birth, the time and the circumstances of its 
bein^ first taken under her Royal HighneM^s 
protection, are all established by such a concur- 
rence both of positive and circumstantial evidence* 
as can, in our judgment, leave no question on 
this part of the subject^ That child was, beyond 
all doubt, born in the Brownlow-Street Hospital, 
on the lith day of July, 1802, of the body of 
So|Jiia Austin, and was first brought to the Prin- 
cess's house in the month of November following. 
Neither should we be more warranted in expressing 
any doubt respecting the alledged pregnancy o^ 
the Princess, as stated in the original declarations 
— a fact so fully contradicted, and by so many 
witnesses, to whom, if true, it must in various ways 
have been known,^hat we cannot think it entitled 
to the smallest credit. The testimonies on these 
two points are contained in th^ annexed deposi- 
tions and letters.. We ha%e not partially abstract* 
cd thcHi in this Report, lest, hy any unintentional 
amission, we might weaken their effect ; but we 
humbly offer to your Mojesty this oor clear and 
unanimous judgment upcn them, formM on ful 
dclfberatioff, and pronounced without hesitatioq 
on the result of the whole Inquiry. 

We do not however feel ourselves at liberty; 
much as we should wish it, to close our Keport 
here. Besides tlie allegations of the* pregnancy 
/and delivery of the 1 rincess, those declarations, on 
the \% hole of which your Majesty has been pleased 
to command us to inquire and repoit, contain 



m we hftve alrearfy jemaxked:, otibfer fitttifotilara 
respecting the conduct <^ her Xoybl HJ^^IttMto; 
9odi Hs mwt^ especially comtdering M6r ~eitalte4 
rank and stttioii, tiecessarity give occtiiioQ t^ itrf 
udfkvoorable interpretetions. ' "'" 

IVom the TariotM depoaitions and proofs ark 
vexed t^ Ais Report, particularly from (be naoiri^ 
mtioM of RotorC Bidgood, WtUiam C<^; 
Frances Lloyd, and Mrs^. ' Lisle, Your Majes^ 
will pett0i9e that aevend strong c4rcumstauce9^ of 
this descriptioa have been positively swora tcr by 
witnesses, who eansot, in our jodgOMity be sus- 
pected of ai^ unibvourable bias, and whose vera- 
city, in this respect^ w^ have seen no ground to 
question. 

On the precise bearing and efiectof Ae ftcf# 
tims appearing, it is not for us to decide ; these 
we submit to Your Majesty's wisdom. But we 
conceive it to be our duty to report on this part 
ef the Inqairy, as distinctly as on the former facts : 
that, nf qn the one hand, the fi^ts of pr^joarncjr 
and delivery are to our minds satfsfiictority (Hs* 
proved, so on the other hand, we think, that the 
csircumstanoes to vdrich we now refer, particularly 
those stated to have passed between her Royal 
Highness and Captain Manby, must be credited 
until they shall regeive some decisive contradic* 
lion ; and, if true, are justly entitled t9 the ^ost 
serious consideration. 
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We Cfra^t close- Jl)i$ Report, without humbly 
mfmxrkig your Dfajfsty, thet it was^ oa every 
teo6Qnt, omt anxidw wish^ to have executed tfaia 
d^tieata tnu^ widi as little publicity a» the uatare 
of the case would possibly allow : and we entneat 
Ymlt Msgealy^s pennission to express? our lull 
perraaiioQ, that if this wish has beeor disapf)oiuted,' 
the fiiilure is not imputable to .any thiugumieceft* 
saiily said.or done by us. 

All n^ioh ia most humbly sobqutted to Your 
Majesty* 

. (Sfgoed) ERSKINE, 

. SPENCER, 
, GRENVILLE, 
July 14th, 1806. ELLENBOROUGH. 

A true Copy, 
• J. Becket. 



- The Depositions which accompanied this Report 
wilt he fomid in Appendix (A.) numbered Jrom 
I to 39* 
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Blachheaihy Aug. 12, 1806. 

SlKKg 

With the deepest feelii^s of ^titude to your 
Majesty, I take the :first opportunity to acknow- 
ledge havuig received, as yesterday only, the Re- 
port from the Lords Coaunissioners, which was 



f! 

dated from the 14th of* July. It was brought by^' 
Lord £rskiiie*s Fbotmati, directed to the Princess 
of Wales ; besides a Note enclosed^ tbr contents of 
which werc^ ihat Lx>rd Erskine sent the Evidences 

• 

and Report by commamf of his' Majesty. X had 
reason to 'flatter myself that the Lords Commit-/ 
sioners would not hare giv^n in the Report^ be^ 
fore they had been properly informed of various 
circumstancesy which must for a feeling, and deli* 
cate-minded woman, be very unpleasant to have 
spread, without having the means to estculpate 
herself. But I can in the fece of the Ahnighty 
assure your Majesty, that your Daughter-in-law is" 
innocent^ and her conduct imquestionable ; free 
from, tfll' ifac indecorums, and improprieties, which 
are imputed to her at present by the Lords Com- 
missioners, upon the evidence of persons, wtio 
speak as falsely as Sir Johfiand Lady Douglas 
themselves. Your Majesty can be sure that I 
«haU be anxious to give the most solemn denial in 
my power to all the scandalous islgries of Bidgood 
and Cole ; to make my conduct be cleared in the 
most satisfactory way for the tranquillity of your 
Majes^, for the honor of your illustrious family, 
and the gratification of your afflicted Daughter-in- 
law. In the mean lime I. can safely trust your 
Majesty's gracious justice to recollect^ that the 
whpic of the evidence on which the Commissioners 
have given credit to tlie infamous stories charged 
against me, was taken behind my bad:, without 
my having any opportunity to contradict or ex- 



plain ity .thing, <n even to point out those per» 
8004 w1k> might have been called to prove the 
little credit ^hich was due to toine of the wit* 
neaflcfs. from their connection with Sir John and 
Xady Douglaa; and tho abaolute ialsebood of 
parts of the evidence, which coold have beea 
completely contradicted. Ohl gracious Rin^ I 
now look for that happy moment, when I may 
be allowed to aj^pear again before^ your Majesty*s 
eyes, and reoeive once more the assurance from 
your Maj^ty^s own moudi that 1 have your gracious 
protection ;. and that you will not discard me from 
your friendship, of which your Majesty has been 
so condescending to give me so many marks <^ 
kindness ; and which must ^be my only support, 
^nd my only consolation, m this country. 

I remaim with sentiments of the highest esteem, 
veoeratiiui, and ttnfe^pied attachment, 

SiRK, 

Your Majestjt's most dutiful, submissive, 

and^hamble Daughter-in-law 9pA Subject, 



(Signed) 



44 



fo the Kin^, 
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Montague Houses Aug. I'tth^ IBOG* * 

The {Princess of Wales desires the Lord CfasOii 
cellor to present her hamble duty to the Kio^ 
sod to lay before * His Majesty the accompanytog 
Letter and Papers. Hie Princess makes this oodh 
miinication by his Lordship's faands^ because it 
relates to the Papers with which she has been fhr^ 
nished through his Lordship by His Ma^e$tf^ 
commands. 

To the Lord Chancellor. 



Aug. 17th, I806. 

SlRE^ 

Uf ON receivmg the t0py of thel Report; made 
to your Majesty, by the Commissioners, appointed 
to inQuire into certain charges against my ccmduct, 
I lost no time, in returning to your Majesty, my 
heartfelt thanks, for your Majesty's . goodness in 
commanding that copy to be commonicated ib 
me. 

I wanted veo adviser, but my own heart, to 
express my gratitude for the kindness, and proteo^ 
tion which I have uniformly received from your 
Majesty. I needed no caution or reserve, in 
expressing my confident* reliance, that that kiod- 
ness and protection would not be withdrawn from 
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mc^ on this trying occasion ; and iX\^ your Maj 
ty*s justice would not suffer your mind to be 
afibcted, to my disadvantage, by any part of a 
Report founded upon partial evidence, taken in 
my absence, upon charges,, not yet communicated 
to me, until your Majesty had beard %vhat might 
be alleged in my behalf, in answer to it. Bv± 
your Bfajcsty, will not be surpri^d^ nor displeased, 
that, I, a wonnan, a stranger to the laws and 
usages of your Majesty^s kingdom, under charges, 
aimed, originally, at my life and honour, should 
hesitate to determine in what manner I ought to 
act, even under the present circumstances, with 
respect to such accusations, without the assistance 
of advice in which I could confide. And I have 
had submitted to me the following observations, 
respecting the copies of the papers with wich I 
have been.fiimi«hed. And I humbly solicit from 
your Majesty's gracious condescension and justice 
a compliance with the requests, which arise out of 
them. 

In the first place, it has bcon observed to me, 
d>at these copies of the Report, and of the accom-* 
panying papers,, have come unauthenticated by 
tiKj signature of any person, high, or low, whose 
veracity, or even accuracy, is pledged for their 
correctness, or to whom resort might be had, if it* 
should be ncccssarv, hereafter to establish that 
tliesc papers are correct copies of the originals.' 
1 am far from insinuating that the want of such 
attestations was intentional. No doubt it was omit- 
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ted through inadvertence ; btit its importance it 
particularly confirmed by the state in which the 
copy of Mrs. Lisle's etaminatioa has been trans- 
mitted to me. FcNT in the third p^e of that exam-' 
ioation there have been two erasures ; on one of 
which some . words have been subsequently in* 
troduced, ai^iarently in a different band-writings 
fiom.the body of the examination ; and the passage^ 
as it stands^ is probably incorrect, because tiie 
phrase is unintelligible. Apd this occurs in an- 
importax|t,part^ of her examination. 
. The humble^ but earnest request, which I have 
to^ make to your Majesty, which is suggested by 
^s observation, is, that your Majesty would bo, 
graciovly pleased to direct, that the Report^ and 
the papers, which accompany it^ . and which, for 
that, purpose, I venture to transmit to your Ma« 
je^ty *w.ith , this letter, may be examined, and theu 
returned to nie> auttieoticated as correct^ under 
tho^ sigoature. of some person, who^ having attest-: 
ed their accurapy, may be able to prove it. . 
. In the second place, it 'has been observed to 
me, that the report proceeds, by reference to 
certain written declarationa, which the Commissipn- 
ers describe as the necessary foundation of all their 
pfpceedii^, and which contam, as I presume, the 
charge or information against my conduct. Yet 
copies of these written declarations have not been 
^ven to me. They are described indeed, in the 
Report, as consisting in certain statements, respect-- 
ii)g my conduct, imputing not only, gross impro- 
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prie^ of bebavkmr^ but expressly asserting faets of 
Aemost confirmed and abandoned ertminalttjr^ ibr 
wl|ich, if true, my life might be forfeited. These 
are stated to have been followed by deelarstioiiv 
from other persons, who, though not speaking to 
the sanl^ iacts, had related other particulars, in 
tbemselres extremely suspicious, and stitl more so 
as oonnected with the assertions already mentioned. 
On this it is observed to me, that it is mostim-' 
portaht that I should know the extent, and the 
particulars of the chaises or informati<ms against 
me, and by what accusers they have been made ; 
whether I am answering the chains of one set of 
accusers, or more. WTiether the authors of the 
original declarations, who may be collected from 
die Report to be Sir John and Lady Doughs, are 
my only accusers ; and the declarations which are 
said to have followed, are the declarations of per- 
sons adduced as witnesses by Sir John and Lady^ 
/ Douglass, to confirm their accusation ; or whether 

such declarations are the charges o^ persons who 

have made themselves, also, the authors of distinct 
accusations against me. 

The requests which, I humbly hope, your Mar 
jesty will think reasonable, and juat to grant, and 
which are suggested by these further observatioQ^ 
are, 

Rral^ That your Majesty would be graciottaly 
pleased to direct that I should be lurmshed with 
co|nes of these declarations : and, if they aPR righthr 
described inthe Report,' as the necessary fbondi^ 
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tion of all the. pfoce^dings of thq Commissionen, 
your Majesty could not, I am pelrsuaded^ but Have 
graciously intended^ in diluting that I should be 
furnished with a Copy of the Report, that I should 
also sqe this essentia] pait of th^ ptoCeedixig, the. 
foundation op which it rc^ts. 

Secondly, That I ' may be Informed whether I 
have one 6r\more^ and how mslny' accusers^ 
and who tlicy are ; as the weight aUd credit of the 
accusation canhot but be much affected by the 
quarter &bm whence it originates. ' 

Thirdly^ .That I may be informed of the time 
when the declarations were made. For the Weight 
and credit of the accusation must also be tnuch 
affected by the length of time, which my accuser^ 
may teive been contented to have been the si* 
lent depositories of those heavy itaatters of guilt 
and charge, and * 

La^fy, That your Majesfy^s goodness will se« 
cure to me a speedy return of thetie papers, ac- 
companied, I trust, with the further information 
which I have solicited ; but at all events a spisedy 
return of them. And your Majesty will see, that 
it is not without reason, that I make this last 
request,, when your Majesty is informed, that 
tbpugb the Report appears to have been made 
upon the 14t^ of July, yet it was not seot 
to me, till the nth of the present month. A 
similar delay, I should, of all things, deplore* 
For, ^ it is with rcluctanoe, that I yield to those 
jQllggestion^, which have induced me to lav, 

D 
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these my luimbie requests^ before your Majesty, 
since Aey must, nt all erents, in some d^ree^ 
MfY ^ •arrival of that moment^ tp whkhiy 
I look forward with so earliest, and ei^r an im* 
patience; . when I confidently feeh I ^ball comr 
ffatelj satisfy your JVfajes^, that the whole of 
tbeie chaigea Are alike unfounded;, aad are all 
parta c^ the same rconspiracy aghast me* Your 
M^e^ty^^ so satisSe^ .w)l), I ean have jpo douhk^ 
be as anxious as myself^ to secure to Vfw ^hat 
redk^ess, which the laws of ]K>ur kii^gdom (ad- 
ninisteriag, under your J^jesty^ just d^pen,. 
satioi^j equal protection and ^uttice, -to every 
de^crip^doa of your M;\>esty*a fubjects^) are 
psaepaied to afford tf> t^iose, who ai^ ^ .deeply 

Bdured as I have been. That I have in thia 

• 1^ . • • • • 

case^ the strongest claim to your Mqea^^ gua* 
tiiK^, I ^m cdofident | shall proves but I can- 
no^ aa I am advised, so satisfiu^torily eiltabUsl^ 
that cbim, tiH your Mifiesty^s fopdn^s shall 
have directed me to be furnished with an au^ 
tfaefttic statement of the actual charges against 
me^ and that additional information^ which k is 
the object of this letter mo^t huQihlyy yet ear- 
nestly, toimploKe^ 

I am. 

Your ]lf^^s(yV most dutiful,, submissive, and 

Humble Daughter-M&^Iawt . 
Montague House. (Signed) C. P. 

To the King. 



Aug. aoth, l«o6. 
^^i Lord Chancdlor has ^e honour to re- 
tara to her Royal Higboeas the IViaoen oC 
Wahe^ ^ box as he received it ^is mormmg 
from lu8 Bfajesty. It eontuDs the ptpf* h* 
Ibr m erly sent to her Boyal Higfanen^ aiwi wtuch 
he sends as the^ are, diinkiiig that it rasy be la 
the iliean time most agreeable to her Royal 
Highocsfc 

- Ilie reason of ifaeir not hnia|; bom authen- 
ticated by the Lord QnnoaUor, was, that he re< 
ceived ftein sa copies, from £art %icncer, who 
was iu possesai(Hi <^ die originals ; and he could 
not therefore, with ppopriety, do so^ not having 
himself oompaped them ; but her Royal High- 
ness aa^ depend upon havii^ other copies sent 
to her, which hare been duly ezamined and 
certified to be so. 

The box wUl be delivered to one of her Royal 
H^htiCas'i Pages in waitii^, by the principal 
officer attendant upon the Lord Chancellor, and 
he trusts he shall find full credit whh her Royal 
Highness, that in sending a servant fbrmerly 
with the pupen the uionent he rectired them, 
(no ttessei^^ being in waiting, and the officers 
wbe mttend him, being detained by their duties 
court,) he could not be tiupposcd to havr 

respect, which he is in- 

ijMibic ^ir ^^By l3<iy> hut inost cape- 

^Jbt M ^^1" '''^ Majesty's Koyal 

1^ 



jAe Princess of Jf'ales. 
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Lincoln s Inn Fields^ Aug. 24tfa> 1 S06. 

» 

His JMEajesty has been plea^d to transmit to 
me the letter which he has received from j^pur 
Boyal Highness^ datfd the 17th instant; and to 
dirwt ih^ I should communicate tl^^ same to 
the Lorda« Coinmissioners, who hftd been coin- 
minded by His Majesty to report to His Man 
jesty on the' matters therein reibrrcd to ; i|nd I 
have now received His M^U^tj-s fitrther com-: 
mands, in cofisequence of that letter, to acquaint 
your Royal Highness, that when I tfansmitt^ 
to your RoyJ Highness^ by the Kii^^s com* 
raands^ and under my signatui^ t|i^ copies of 
official papers^ which had been laid before bis 
Majesty, those papers were judged thereby duly 
authenticated^ according to the 4sual course and 
forms of office; and suflfeifently so, for the pur- 
poses, for which^ his Majesty h&d been graciously 
pleased to direct them to be cpmmuni^ted tq 
your Royal Highness. 

That, nevertheless, there does not appear to 
be any reason, for his Majesty's declining a cown 
pliance with • the request which your Royal 
Highness has been advised to make^ that those 
copies should^ after being examined with the 
originals, be attested by some person to be named 
for thai purpose: and that^^ if your Royal 
Highness will do me the honour to transmit 
them to me^ they shall be examined and ftttested 
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accordingly^ after correcting any errors^ that 
qiay have occurred in the copying, 

His Majesty has further authorised me to ao- 
ijuaint your Hoy4 liighqessi that he is gracipusly 
pleasedi on your I^oyal Highnesses request, to' 
coQseiit, that copies of the written declarations 
referred to in the Report of the Lords Commis- 
sioners, sboul4 be transmitted to your RoyiiJ 
(iighaess, and that the same will he transmitted^ 
accordingly so soqn as they can b$ transcribed.' 

(Signed) ERSKINE C. 

The Lord Cbi(nceUor has the honour to ad4 

to the above o^cial communication that his 
* ' 'I 

l^urse-bearer respectfully, waits her Royal High- 
nesses copimands, in case it should be her |loya] 
I}ighness*s pleasi^re^to return the papers by 

ffer ^fiyoil Highnefs the Princess, of fFalef. 



LincoMs Jnn fields, Aug. 39th, I806. 

The Lord* Cfakncellor has^ the honour to 
transmit, to her Royal Highness the Princess 
of Wales, the papers,* desired' by her Royal 
Highness, just as he received diem a fen 
minutes ago from Earl Spencer, with the^ note, 
accompanying them. 

* N. B. These papersj. being the ctri^ioa] declarationt e4 
livhich the Inquiry proceeded wiU be fiwiiu} m Appendix (A.) 
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Aug. 31^ 1806. 

Hu Roy%l Highness the Princess of Waler 
4oq[ttaiaU the Lord Chancellor, that the gentle- 
vnan, with whom her Royal Hightiess advises, 
tnd who had possession of the copies of the offi- 
cial papers, cooiniunicated to Her Royal High- 
aeas, by the Lord Chancellor, returAcd front the 
coiintiy labt yesterday evening. Upon the sub- 
je^ of transmitting these papers to the Lord 
Chancellor, for the purpose of their being exa- 
Biinedt^ ^nd authenticated/ and then returned to 
Ker Royal Highness, he states, that in conse- 
quence of the Lord Chancdlor^s assurance, con- 
tained in his note of the SOth instant^ that Her 
ttoyal H^bness might depend upon having 
#f Aer co|^ sent to her, which had been duly 
examined and cotified to be so; he has refted 
upcin being able to refer to those already sent, 
and therefore it would be inconvenient to part 
with them at present: and Her Royal Hi^bness 
therefore hopes, that the Lord Chancellor will 
procure for her the other autfaentiaited copies, 
whieb his. Lordship promised in hii» note of the 
80th inst 

With respect to the copies, already sent, being 
as the Lord Chancellor expresses it in his ^letter 
of the S4th inst ^' judged to be duly authentic 
^* cated according to the usual course and forms 
^* of of&ce, and sufficiently so for the prrpode 

for which His Majesty had been grteiously 
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'^ pleased to direct them to be commuiucated 
^ to 'hn R6yatl H tg hu e ss^ ' becirase tfaejr were 
^' transmitted to Her^ by theKing^s commatt^^ 
^ aand under Iris Lordshrpi^s ^gniktare^*' ' Her 
Royal Highness could never baife -wished tdt 
a mcire authentic attestatibh, ^*she liad 6oacdi^ 
ed, that they were authenticated mkfer' sudi 
signature. But she could not ^ihk'^at ibe 
mere signature cf liis Lordship, on liie outsit 
of the etiirelope, ivhich contained tbem^ 'TOtEIft 
aiS)fd an autKenticky to^ the liSiTtf pafiers, 
wbich that envelope contained;' or' couldj Ih 
any manner, identify* any of ifhose 'papers, iks 
have b^en contained in that envelope. AimI. 
she had fdt herself confirmed in that o[nnion, by 
his Lordship*s sayihg, in Ins note of fhe ^2^ 
inst ^ that the reason dT their not having betih 
authenticated by the Loni CbanceRor wafis 
that he received them as copies from ^ BaH 
Spe nc te , who was in possessioii of the'origi* 
*^ nab, and he could not therefore with propriety 
do $0, not having himee^ compared them. 

Her Royal Highness takes this opportuni^ 
of acknowledging the receipt of the declaration^ 
rcl itr i ed to in the Commissioners* Report 

^0 the Lord Chancellor. 



€€ 
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'.. lAncpltCsJnn Wields, Sept Snd, I806, 

..The Lord Chancellor has taken the earliest 
o{)portuni|)r ^ in his .pover^ -^of complying with 
''thqrvftshes of Her. ' Royal Hi^ness the Princess 
<4tf tll^al^ He nufde . the promise of other cp^ 
.pie^. without any communication^, with the 
c4her.Comnu8si(Hier6^ wholly from a desire, to 
shew every kind of .respect and. accommodation 
to Her Royal Highness, .in any thing consist- 
ent with his dnty, and; not at. all, from any ide^ 
iihBit that fB^n,^ as originally sent, (diough 
tjiere might be . errots in the copying) were not 
sufficiently authenticated. An opinion which 
be ii obliged to say he is not removed from : 
.neverthdess the Lord Chancellor has a plea- 
sure ia conforming tQ her Royal Highnesses 
wishes, and has the honour to inclose the attest- 
ed copies of the Depositions, as be has receiv* 
ed' them from Earl Spencer. 

7h Her Royal Highness the Princess of fPales. 



V • To the King. 

Sire, 

Impressed with Iht decp^ 
est sentiments of gratitude, for the counte- 
nance and protection which I have hithn*— 
to uniformly 'received from your Majesty, I 
ipproaeh you, with a heart undismayed, upot^ 
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thn oocttton, so. aw^ and momeotout to' rxty chp^ 
racter, my honour, and my happiness. I ^oald 
Indeedi (under charges such as have now been 
broiight against mis,) prove myself undeserving ^ 
the continuance of that countenance and protectiox^ 
and altogether unwordiy of the high station which 
I hold in your Majesty*s iUostrious &mily^ if. I 
sought for any partiality, for any indulgence, for 
any thing more than what is due to me in jystioiL 
My entire confidence in your Majeity*s virtues, 
assures me that I cannot meet with /ef#. 

The situation, which t have been so happy as to 
hold in your Majesty's good opinion and esteem), 
my station in your Majesty^s august family; my 
Ufc^ my honour, and through mine, tfie honoiur of 
your Majesty's family h^ve been attacked. Sir 
John and Lady Douglas have attempted to suf^rt 
a direct and precise charge, by which they hav« 
dared to impute to me^ the enormous guilt of High 
Treason, committed in the foul crime of Adultery. 
In this chaige, the extravagance of thar malice has 
defeated itself. The Report of the Lords Com- 
missioners, acting under your Majesty's warranty 
has mort folly cleared me of that charge. But there 
remain imputations, atrangdy sanctioned, and Goun*- 
tenanced by that Report, on which J cannot remain 
silssit, widiout ioeurriog the most fiital consequences 
to sny honour and chanM^r. For it states to 
yoov* Majesty, that *^ The ^rc))mat;a(icss detailed 

E 
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agiinft m% miBtt be credited, till* they are dec£^ 
•irely contradictecL** 

. To contradict, with a9 mucB decision aa the 
contradiction of an accaaed can convey ; to expose 
the injustice and raalicc of my enemies ;. to shew 
the utter imposiibUity of giYing credit to their tes- 
timony ; and to vindicate iny ownr innocence, will 
be tike objects^ Sire, of thi» letter. In the course 
ef my pursuing these object, I shall have much tot 
complain, of, in the substance of the. Proceeding 
itself, and much in the manner of conducting it.. 
That any of these charges should ever have been 
entertained, upon testimony ao little worthy 'of 
belief^ which betrayed ia every sentence the 
malice in which it originated; that,, even if they 
were entertained at all, your Majesty should have 
' been advbed to pass by the ordinary leg^d modea 
of Inquiry into such high crimes, and to refer tbcmi 
t6 a. Commission, open to all the objection, which I 
^allhave tx> state to such a mode of Inquiry ^ that 
the Commissioners after having negatived the 
principal' charge of substantive criinej should have 
entertained considerations of matters that amount- 

• 

ad. to ao^ legal ofience, and Which wete adduced^ 
not as substantive charges ia themselves, but a^ 
matters in support of the principal accusation; 
that througli tl)e pressure and weight of their offi- 
cial occupations, they did not,^ perhaps, could not,, 
bestow jthat attention on the case, which, if given, 
to it, . must have enabled them to detect the viUainy 
and falsehood of my accusers, and their foul CQu*r 
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vptracy agiimst tne ; and murt lia?^ {^reeenred my, 
character from the weighty imputatiaa which the 
authority of the Commissioners, has, for a tim^ 
cast npon k ; but i^Knre aH, that they aboaldr upon 
this ex parte examinatiim, filithout hearing one «vw4 
that I could uige, have- r^orted to yaoe Majesty 
an opinion on these matters, so prejudici^ to my 
honour, and from which I can have bo i^peal ta 
tibe laws of the Gountjy, {because the cha^;Q6, con- 
stitutiog no legal cffetufep cannot be made the 
ground of a judicial inquiry;) these and Hiaay 
other ciccurastances, eohnecled mitk Ae length o| 
the Proceeding, which have cruetty i^gravated^to 
iny feelings 4he pain necessarily atteodiKit upon 
tins Ipquiry, I shall not be able to ffefipain from 
atatiqg and tur^ug, as matters of senous lamenta* 
tion at least, if not of w^-grounded complaint 
i In eobiflMiiti^g upon any part of the circum^ 
atsnce% which hio^ occar^ in. the course of thts 
Jaqoiry^ whatever observations I may be com*^ 
peUnd to aaake upon any of Aem, L 4hi8t I never 
ahall forget what is due tox^fieors itf Ugh station 
and ' deployment under 3rour. Majes^. No apo* 
logy, therefor^ Can be required for ai^ reMrve in 
my expressions towards them. But if, in vfcidicating 
my innocence against the injustice and malice of my 
enemies, I should a^qiear to your Majesty not to 
express myself, with ail the warmth and indigna^ 
iion which innocence so foully calumniated must 
feci, your Majesty will, 1 trust, not attribute my 
forbcannice to any insensibility to the grievous in- 



jmirl I have iostftined} Imt will grtcioQsly hm 
pteMd to ascribe it to the restraint I htve impeaeA 
upbb ttiyadf^ kat in endeavouring te deaoribe in 
jbst terms the inotivea» Jthe ooodact, the peijury^ 
tod all the foul oireumatanccs which chafacteriae 
and eatibhah the nalige of my acoosera, I might 
uaekngitage, which^ thoagh not unjnatly applied 
to them^ might be improper to be used bjr mO 
to any body, or unfit to be employed by aiqr 
tiDdy, humbly, reapeotfuUy, and dutifully address^ 
U^ yoor Majesty. 

\ Tbat;^a fit opportunity bsis occurred for laying 
open my heart to your Msyesty^ perhaps I shall 
hereafber liave no reason to laqi^nt. For mei«. 
than two years I had be^ informed, that, upon 
the protfuBoption of some misconduct in me, tny 
behartonr had been inaile the . subject of investi^ 
gation, and iny neigbhours and aarvanta had been 
examined (oncetniDg H; ukL for Jouse timo I ha4 
received myst^oua and indistiaot hitiQialMb^ 
Ihai. sdme great smscfaief was'inoditMbad tomrda 
use* And, io all the ctitumstanc^s of tkyyevy pe4 
collar- situation, it will not be bought strange, tiiaa 
how^j^ Coo£cioiis I was, that | had no juk caoae 
of fear, I should yit feel some uneasiness on this 
account* With surprise certainly (because the 
£r8t tidings were of a kind to excite surprise^) but 
W3*hbut alarm I received the intelligence, iliat, for 
some reason,' a fonnal investigation of some parts 
of my conduct had been advised, and had actually 
^aken place. His Boyal Highness the D^ko of 
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Keiity OD the 7^ Juoe^ anaouneed it ta 
iJe-M m oDn o Bd to iiie» the Priaceas of WaJe^ m liiA 
first eoQHDttoication made to me, Miith Icspect . til 
this pni€i^ity^ tbi near appfoaeh d tmo atlMMtf 
(one 0f tbtm, I atipct fiiid> the solicitor canplojpMl 
fagr Sir Joho Dsugla^) dsimidg to enter wf dm^ 
mg. mth % wmmokU totske away' one half of my 
bcmseboUy ftv iniinediale esamiiiaticsB iipoii, a 
diaige ugaimt mysdf • (K the nataine of that chatgiii' 
I waatfaeo imiQibniMd. It mw appears, it was 
ihe duaganf Hi^ Treason^ oomimtted in tha iiw 
ftamw^^fliMW df adultery. His JXoyBJi Highnassy 
I ma sofe, wiU do me the justiee to x^nrpsent to 
fmlv Miicstjr^ tiiat I betrayed no fmv that Ima« 
Itffested 9» iymptomt <^ qenacioiis giult, that I 
•oa^ maawuaa to pi^pare^ or to tiitoi' mj ter^ 
•aiUaifo' thettamimtioii which they were to aDdei^ 
|p»» The only infoest which I made to his Royal 
ifil^hiwa wa^ ib$/t he would have the goodaeak 
taMMM WlUlMtt till my sarvaots were gone; that, 
be i t^i ^lUt faaar witness, that I had no conversatiaa 
wxlh &em before they wrat^ .In truth, 8iro^ my 
smxieties* mider a faiovladge that some serious 
misehiar was platmipg agaimtt ma, and wUle I was 
ignarant of its qoali^ and extent, had beeaso greats 
that I etHild not bat t^oice at an ev^nt, which 
fseemed to promise nte an early ^portuny of as^^ 
certatnidg what the malice of my enemies intended 
agmnA me. 

It has not been, indeed, without impatience the 
mort painful, that J bare passed the interval, which 
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has since elapsed. When onee It was not otAy 
known to me^ bot to the world (for it was known 
to the world) that Inquiry of tlie graveat nature 
bad been instituted into my conduct, I looked to 
tiie condustoi^ with all the eageriletis that coiil4 
belong to an absolute conviction^ thut iny iniK>* 
cence^ and my honour^ to the disgrace and c<hi«* 
fiision of my accusers^ would be establiaboi ; and 
that the groundlesa malice^ and injustice of the 
wliolc charge would be nianifested to.theworid^ 
as widely as the calumny had bceii docuiated* I 
knew that the result of an ex' parte inqniry^ hva 
its very nature^ could not, unless it fully ossMked 
my entire innocence, be in any degrre. j^t« Aim^ 
I had taught myself most firmly .to^belkye, 'tfiat 
it was tUterbf impossible, that ang^ uifiinioii, jwl^ick 
could in the smallest degree, .voril a prgndiot 
to my honour and character, conld ever be es* 
pressed in any termsf by any persons^ ia a R^ort 
upon a solemn formal. Inquiry, and mooe e^poti^ly 
to. your Mitjesty, without my having^aonie upticej 
and jome opportunity of l{eii^ heard.' And 1 
was convinced, that, if the PtDcteding allowed me, 
before an opinion was eiqpressed^' the. ordinary 
means, which accused persons have, of vindictting 
their honour and their iniiocence,* my lionour and 
my innocence must, iu any opinion, which could 
then .be expressed, be fully vindicated, and cffiMs 
tualiy established. What tlien, Sire, o^ust have 
been ray astoni^itient/aad my dismay, wh^ I 
i^H^v ihat notwithstanding rh** pnuci|ni.l RCCU5Htion 






31 

M^tufimaA to bo utterly hi$e^.yet mmsm of tfao trit* 
nesses to those diaj^es. iviiich vrere* l>rottght ia 
iupport of the srincipal . aco«Mfeioii,-^witiie8fleSy^ 
vrfaoiOy any person, interee^sdk to ; have protected 
my character,' m>uld; easily hiire shewn, -^ont of 
their own iDoukhs, to be utterly onworiiqr of 
cnredit, and confederates m fiml conspiracy with 
my fidse accusers, are reported to be ^^ free fraS 
'^ all suspicion of unfavouvable biasT their -^ vera? 
city, ^' in the judgment, of the CoinnussioQeia^ 
^ nbt to be questioned;** and then infamousf 
stories, and insinuations against me, to be ^^^ such 
f^ as deserve the most serious consideration,, and aa 
f' miut be credited till dedsiveiy contradicted.** 

The Inquiry, after I thus had notice of it, con-* 
tinned for above^ two months. I venture not to 
complain^ as if it had been unnecessarily protracted. 
The important duties, and official avocations of 
the Noble Lords, appointed, to carry it on, may 
naturally account for, and. excuae sonfe delay.* 
But however excusable it may have been, your 
Majesty will easily conceive the , pain and anxi- 
ety, ifriiicb this interval of mspence has ;OCl:a- 
stoned; and your Majesty will not be surprised^ 
if I further represent, that 1 have found a great 
aggrai^tion of my painful sufferings, in the d^y 
which occured in commumcating the Report to, 
me. For though it is dated on the 1 4th July, 

* Tbe time that the Inoniry was pendixu»> after this* notice 
oC it, 18 here oODfoanded with tite time wbicn ebqved bcfofs the 
Iteport was eommunicated to Hei Royal Highness. The In- 
quiry itself only lasted to the Uth or 16th of Jtilf; Vhieh U but 
bttweaEi fire and sU wesl(s from the 7*lk of Jane. . . 
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^ ^ not wuvm it» u ii wjlh i ftn^in g ywr Ma* 
jestfs giMiaos comamA^ till die llth of AmguL 
Jt WM dam vnqMttKMMbly to yoor Mijastjr, that 
dis nra|t cl an Inqpuiyy oonkmMideil bjr your 
ICftjiitjr upoa adiice whidi had heen oflfered, 
tondyiag matten of the fastest ioqport, ahould be 
iftt» «nd iamifldiatdf bommuiuaited to you. 
Hie K^peet and bocmir^ doe to the PHnce of 
iFales, the iDterast whidi be mutt n^cessarilj 
faafm taken in tfasa Inqpity, combined to make it 
mdi^tablj fii^ that theresolt ihoold belbrdiwith 
alio stated to Hie Royal Highneaa. I eom{dein 
not tfaercfom that it was too early eommimicated 
to any one: I complain only, (and I donqplain 
moat aeriooshr, tor I ftit it moat serarriy) of tbe 
delay in ita commmncation to me. 

Rumour had informed the worlds that die Re- 
jmt had been early eommunicated to your 
Migerty and to Hie Royal HighneM. I did not 
receiw ibt benefit intended for me by your 
M^^t/a graeioas command, till a month after 
the Report way figned. Rot the same mmoor 
had repr ese nted ase, to my infinite prejudice, as 
in possession of the Report, daring that month, 
md die malice of those who wished to rtain my 
honour, has not fciled to suggest all that mdtce 
could infer, from its remaining in that possession^ 
so. long unnoticed. May I be permitted to sny, 
tbet, if die Report acquits me, my innocence e^* 
tided me to receive from those, to whom your 
Majesty*s commands had been given, an immediate 
notification of die fact that it did acquit me } 
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That if /it- tsomleiiiited ^me, the weight of itfdii .t 
sentence riiould not have .becfl Idk tti settle io 
any mind) nwh less itpcm ytms Majesty*^ for a 
month befiwe I could erea b^n to prepate as 
answer, which^ whea -begun^ coidd not speejilj 
•be cimcluded ; and that, if :the iWpoat .oovfld ^ 
represented .^s both acqaittiag^ and condemtiivg 
tne, • the reasons which . ao^eeted the ptxqorii^tjf qf 
an early comoiunieation in each .of th^ &rm«i: 
cases, combined to i^ake i€ pniper and jiecessfti^ 
<]0 the latter. 

And why all consideration of my feelings wii 
thus' craelly neglected ; why ivaa I kept uponrlbt 
'Tack, during all thia time^ ignorant of the 'sesutt; 
<of a charge, whidi affected my luuioar md TO^ 
life ; and why, especially in .a case, .where amoll 
graTC matters were to^ continue to be '^'credited> 
to . the prejudice of my honour,** till they wete 
^^ decidedly contradicted,*' the means of knowing 
what it was, that 1 must, at least, endeavour tp 
t^ntradict, were withholden from me a ungle un^ 
iBccessary hour, I know not, i^nd I will ^Krt: trust 
^myself in thfe attempt to conjecture* 

On the 11th of August, liowever, I tat lei^th 
-received from the Lord Chancellor, si packet pon* 
4aintng copies of the Warrant or Gommisaian auh 
thorizing the Inquiry ; of the Report ; and of the 
Examinations on which the Report w)|s founded 
• And ^ your Majesty will be graciously pleased *o 
recollect, .that on the 13th,. I returned my- gi*ateful 
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ihaiiki to your Mt}e^f tor hsnoig ordered these 
papeHs tor be sent to me. 

Your Majesty wilt leaHy iraagittey that upon » 
subject of sueh importance^ I could not venture to 
trust only to my own advice ; and those with whom^ 
I advised^ suggested, that the written Dedarationa 
or Charges^ upon which the Inquiiy bad proceeded, 
and which the Commissioners refer to in their 
Report, and represent to be the essentia} founda- 
tion of the whole proceeding, did not accompany 
the Examinations and Report; and also that the 
papers themselves were not authenticated. I there- 
fore ventured to address your Majesty upon 
these supposed defects in the eomnmnieationt, and 
humbly requested that the copies of the papers, 
which I then returned, might, after being exar 
mined and autiienticated, be again transmitted to 
me, and that I might also be furnished with copiea 
of the written Declarations, so referred to in the 
* Report. Aad my humble thanks are due for your 
Majesty's gracious eompKance with my request. 
On the 29th of August, I received^ in consequence, 
the attested copies of those Declarations, and of a 
Narrative of his Royal Highness the Duke of 
Kent ; and a few days after, cm the 3d of Sep* 
tember, the attested cc^ies of the Examinafioqa 
which were taken before the Commissioners. 
The Papers which I have received are as follow r 
^ The Narrative of his Royal Highness the 
Duke of Kent dated 27ih of December, 180&. 

See Appendix (Bl) 



an 

A Copy of the written Declaration o( Sir John 
aad Lady Douglas^ d»ted Decemher 3^ 1805. 

A Paper cont^ning the written Declaration!^ or 
Exaniiiiations of the Peitons hereafter enumerated ; 
the title to these Papers is^ 

'^ For the purpose of confirming the Statement 
** made by Lady Douglas, of the circumstances 
^ mentioned in her Narrative, the following £lx^ 
'^ aminations have been taken, and which have 
^' been 'signed by the several persons who have 
^' been examined.*^ 

Two of. Sarah Lampert; one dated Chelteli- 
ham, Sth of Jimuary, I8O6; and the other, 39th 
of March, I£o6L 

One of William Lampert, Baker, 114, Chel- 
tenham, a^Mitotly of the fiiame date with the last 
of Sarah Larapert*s. 

Four of William Cole, dated respectively, 11th 
January, 14di January, 30th January, and 33d 
Februaiy, I806. 

One of Robert Bidgood, dated Temple, 4th 
April, I806. 

One of Sarah Bidgood, dated Temple^ 33d 
April, I806; and 

One of Frances Uoyd, dated Temple, 13th 
May, 1806, 

The other Papers and Documents which aocom* 
panied the Report, are:* 

* Sec ApfeOix, (A.) ' 
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S^ May^ I, T\» King's l[^arrant <$e Conmii»- 

sion; 
t Junety S* Depositioa of Lady I>oug)aa« 
1 3. of Sir John Douglaa. 

'6 4. f>f Ro|>ert BtdgcxM^ 

6 4. pf W. Cole, 

f 6k pf Frances Lloyd, 

7 jr. pf Mary Wilson. 

f ' S. pf Samuel Roberts. 

T ' 9« of Thomas Stikeman, 

7 • ibw pf J. Sicani. 

7 IL of Charlotte Sander. 

7 ?3f of Sophia Austin. 

flO 13, Letter from Lord Snenccr to LdnJ 

Gwydir. 

2^ Mr from Lord Gwydir to Lord 

l^ilcer. 
*» 1 5- P^m Lord Willoughby to 

Lord Spencer. 
53 tft l&tiraet frpm R^gistier qf Blown- 

lo^^Street Hospital. 
P If. Depositioii erf Elizabeth Gosden. 

23 18. of Betty 'Rwnlfeyv 

?* W- of Thomas Edtaieades. 

2^ 20- of Samuel d Mills. 

^T 31, of Harriet Fitzgertld. 

1 July, 22. l-etterfrotfi Lor^SpenceP to Lord 

Gwydir. 
* 23. ffom Lord Gwydir to Lord 

Spencejr- 
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3 July^ 24. Queries of Lady Willougfaby and 

.Answers. 
3 31« Further Deposition of R. Bidgood; 

3 226\ PepositioQ' oF Sir Francin hi$k^ 

3 37. of Mrs. Lisle* 

4 , 98. Letter from Sii^ Fr^oeis Milinaii 

to the Lord Chancellor. 
1 6 99* Depoeitioii of Lord QioUQondeley* 

14 30. llie Report, 

• •• 

By the Copy, which I have • received, of thf 
Commission, or Warrant, under which the Inquii)^ 
l^as beep prosecuted, it appeiirs to be ap iqstntment 
under your Msyesty^s Si^ Manuf4, pot •'coujiter* 
$igne4i pot upder any Seal>-^It recites^ that an 
Abstract of certaip wrilCep peclamtbns, touching 
my conduct, (w|thout ^eeiQ^ing by whom thoso 
X)elarations were piadtf, or the nature. of. the mat* 
ters^ touching which they had been made, or even 
by whom the Abatract had be^p prepared,) had 
been laid b^ore your Majesty ; into the truth qi 
which it purports to authorize the four noble 
Peers, who are named in it, to inquire and to ex« 
^raine upcm oathj sucb persons- as 4hey think fit \ 
and to report to yout IVJajesty the result of their 
Ksuimipatiop* By referring to the written Decla- 
rations, it ap|lears tkat they contain allegations 
af^dnst me amounting to the charge of High. Trea« 
son, and also other nciatters, which, if understoo4 
to be, as they seem to h^ve been acted and report-^ 
ed npon> by the Conunissioners, not as evidcn^f 
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confirmatDiy (as they are expr^sed to be in their 
title) of the principal charge;^ t>ut as distinct and 
iobatantive subjects of examination, cannot, as I 
am advised, be represented as in law, amounting 
to crimes. * Hovr most of the Declarations referred 
to were collected, by whom, at whose solicitation) 
under what sanction, and before what persons, 
magistrates or others, they were made, does not 
appear. By the title, indeed, which all the writ- 
ten Declarations, except Sir John and Lady Doug- 
las's bear, viz, ^^ That they had been taken for 
Ae puipose of confirming Lady Douglases State* 
ment,"* it may be collected that tliey had been 
made by her, or at least by Sir John Duuglas's 
procurement And the concluding passage of one 
of diem, I mean the fourth declaration of W. Cole, 
strengthens this opinion, as it represents Sir iiAm 
Douglas, accompanied by his Solicitor, Mr. Low- 
ten, to have gone down as far as Cheltenham, for 
the examination of two of the witnesses whose de- 
clarations are there stated. I am* however at a 
loss to know at this moment, whom I am to 
consider, or whom I could Ic^Uy fix, as my false 
accuser. — From the circumstance last mentioned, 
it might be inferred that Sir John and Lady 
Douglas, or one oi them, is thataccusar. But 
Lady Douglas, . in her written Declaration, so fxt 
fimm representing the information which she then 
gives, as moving voluntarily from herself, ex- 
pressly states that she gives it under the direct 
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command of his Royal. Highness ' the IVinct ' ci 
Wallss^ and the papers leave me witho«it infbmil^ 
tion, from whom any commumcation to the Prince 
originateci^ which induced him to give such eooH 
mands. * ~* >- 

Upon the question^ how hr the advice ts agreed 
able to law, mider which it was recommended to 
your Majesty, to issue this Warrant or Commis** 
sion, not cotmtersigned, nor under Seal^ and with- 
out any of your Majesty's advisers, therefore 
being on the £ice of it, respcmsible for its issuing, I 
am not competent to determine. And undoubtedly^ 
considering that the two high legal authorities, the 
L<Mrd Chancellor, and the Lord Chief Justice of 
the Ring's Bench, consented to act under it, it is 
with the greatest doubt and diffidence, that I can 
brmg myself to express any suspicion of its illegallity* 
But if it bcj, as I am given to understand it is^ open 
to question, whether consistently with law, your 
Majesty should have been advised, to command by 
this warrant or commission, persons, (not ta act in 
any known character, as Secretaries of State, tis Privy 
Counsellors, as Magistrates otherwise empowered ; 
but to act as Comnnissioners, and under the sole 
authority of such warrant, to inquire (without any 
authority to hear and determine any tUng upon the 
subject of those Inquiries,) into the known crime 
of High Treason, under the sanction of oaths to 
be administered by them as such Commissioners, 
and to report the result thereof to your Majesty. 
If^ I say, there can he any question upon the le- 



I^Jitjr ':^t -such Warrant or CommissioDy the 
extreme harddiip with which it has operated upon 
me, the extveme projadice, which it has done 
vto my character, and to whidh such a proceeding 
must ^ver expose the person who is tl)e 
object of H, obliges me; till I am fully convinced 
,of its Ieg^Iity, to forbear from acknowledging its 
authority ; ^nd, with all humility and deference to 
your M^cdty, to protest against it^ and against all 
.the proceedings under it. 

If this, indeed, were matter of mere form, 
I should he Ashapied to urge it. But the ac- 
tual hardships and prejudice, which I have suf- 
fered, by this proceeding, are most obvious, 
for, tjpon the principal charge against me, 
.the |Coa(m)i§sioiiers have . most satis&ctorily, and 
/* wiilipvit the le^t hi^sitation,** for such is their 
-expression, repprted their opioion of-' its false- 
hood. Sir Jphn and Lady Douglas tliercfero, 
.who hav« sworn to its truth, have been guilty of 
the pV^inest ialseliood ; yet upon the supposition 
of the illegallity of this Commission their £ilaehood 
jnu^t as I am informed go unpunished*.; Upon 
tiiat supposition, the want of legal authority in the 
GMQmis^ioncFs to. inquire and to administer an 
oath, H;iU render it impossible to give to this false* 
-hood tfee character of Perjury. But tiih.is by no 
means the ctrcuui^nce which I feel- die maei 
severely. . .Beyond . the vindicating of my own 
character^ and the consideration of providing for 
my future security, I can assure your Majesty, 
that the punishment of Sir John and Lady Doug- 
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las vfonld atfotd me 00 satls^tioti. It is not 
therefore with I'egard to that part of th^ charge, 
which is negatived, but with respect to tho^^ 
which are sanctioned by the Report^ tho^e, which^ 
not aiming at my life, exhausts themselves upon 
my character, tod Which the Coinmissioners 
have, in some meiisufe, sanctioiied bV their Re- 
port, that 1 hzr6 the greatest teasoh to domplain* 
Had the Report sanctioned the prindpal charge^ 
constituting a knoiUrn legal <!t-ime^ my innocence 
iVotlld have emboldened tne, at all risques, (and 
to more, Tk6 perseii has eVer been eicposed from 
the malice and falsehood of accusers) to have 
demanded that trial, which tould legally deter- 
mine Upon the truth or falsehood of such, charge. 
Though I should even then indeed hkve had som6 
cause to complain, because t should have golle 
to that trial, under the prejudice, ficc^ssarily 
raised against me,, by that Report} yet in a 
proceeding before the just, opeli, and known 
tribunals of your Majesty's kingdom, t should 
have had a safe appesll from the result of an cm 
parte investigation. An investigatioti which 
has exposed me to. all the hardships of a secret 
Inquiry, without giving me the benefit of secrecy ; 
and to all the severe consequences of a public in- 
vestigation, in point of injury to my character, 
without affording me aiiy of its substantial benefits 
in point of security. But the charges, which the 
Commissioners do sanation by their Report, de« 
scribing them, with a mysterioBS obscurity arid 
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indefiBite generality, constitule, as I am told, no 
legal crime. They are described as ^^ instances 
** of great impropriety and indecency of beha- 
^' viour'* which must ^^ occasion the most unfa- 
*^ vourable interpretations,^ and they are reported 
to your Majesty, and they arc stated to be, *^ cir- 
'< cumstances which must be credited till they are 
'* decisjrely contradicted.^' 

From this opinion, this judgment of the Com- 
missioners, bearing so hard upon my character; 
(and that a female character, how delicate, and 
how easily to be affected by the breath of calumny 
your Majesty well knows) I can have no appeal; 
For, as die charges totstitute no legal crimes, they 
ca;)n(ft be the subjects of any legal trial. I can 
call for no trial. I can therefore nave no appeal i 
I can lodk for no acquittal. 7et this opinion, or 
this judgment, from which I can have no appeal, 
has been pronounced against me upon mere ex par-' 
U investigation. 

This hardship, Sire, I am told to ascribe to 
the nature of the proceeding under this Warrant or 
Commission \ For bad the Inquiry been entered 
into before your Majesty's Privy Council, or 
before any magistrates, authorised by law as such, 
to inquire into the existence of treason, the known 
course of proceeding before that council, or such 
magistrates^ the known extent of their jurisdiction 
over crimes, and not over the proprieties of beha- 
viour; would have preserved me from the possibi- 
lity 6£ having matters made the subjects of in- 
quiry which had in law no substantive criminal 
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character, and from the extreme hardship of hav- 
ing my reputation iDJored by calumny altogether 
unfounded, but rendered at once more safe to my 
enemies, and more injurious to me, ^by being ut- 
tered, in the course of a proceeding, assun^ing the 
grave semblance of legal form. And it is by the 
jiature pf this proceeding, (which could alone have 
countenanced or admitted of this licentious lari- 
lude of inquiry, into the proprieties of behaviour 
in private life, ^ith which tio courts no magistrate, 
no public law has any authority to interfere,) that 
I have been deprived of the benefit of that entire 
and unqualified acquittal and discharge from this 
accusation, to which the utter and proyed false- 
hood of the accusation itself so justly entitled me. 

I tfust therefore that your Majesty will tee that 
if this proceeding is not one to which, by the 
known laws of your Majesty's l^ingdomp I ought 
to be subject, that it is no cold formal objection 
which leads me to protest against it. 

I am ready to acknowledge, Sire, from the 
consequences which might arise to the public, 
from such misconduct as have been falsely i^put« 
ed to me, that my honour and virtue are of ntor^ 
importance t6 the state than those of other women. 
That my conduct therefore may be fitly subjected, 
* w^en necessary, to a severer scrutiny. But it 
cannot follow, because my character, is of more 
importance, that it may therefore be attacked with 
more impunity. And as I know, that this mis* 
chief has been pepding over my head Jbr more 
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than two years, that private examinatioDg of my 
neighbours' servants, and of my own, have, at 
times, 4uring that interval, been taken, for the 
purpose of establishing charges against me, not 
indeed by the instrumentality pf Sir John and Lady 
Douglas alone, but by the sanction, aijd in-tbc 
presence of The Earl of Moira (as youl: Majesty 
will perceive by the deposition of Jonathan Plar- 
trjdge which 1 subjoin j*) and ^ 1 know also, and 
make appear to your Majesty likewise by the 
same means, that declarations of persons of iin- 
^'i^estionable credit, respecting my conduct/ attest- 
ing my innocence, and directly falsifying a most 
important circumstance respecting tny supposed 
pregnancy, mentioned in the declafations, oa 
which the Incjuiry was insptuted; as I kno^, 
I sav, tliat those declarations, so favourable to me, 
appear xm my innnite prejudice, not to have been 
communicated to your' Majesty, when that Inquiry- 
was commanded; and as I know not how soon 
nor how often proceedings ag^unsc me may be 
meditated by my enemies, I take leave to express 
my humble trust, that, before any other proceed- 
ings may be had against me, (desirable us it may 
liave been thought, that the Inquiry should have 
been of the nature, which has,' in this instance, 
obtained,) your Majesty would be graciously pleas* 
ed to require to be advised, whether my guilt, 
if I were guilty, coul4 not be as effectually dis* 

• Sec the dcpositiont ai tlic end of this letter. 
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covered and punished, and my honour and -inno# 
ceqce, if innocent, be more effectually .secured aind 
established by' other more knovm ^nd regular 
modes of proceedings 

HaWng therefore. Sire, upon these grave rea-' 
sons, ventured to submit, I trust ivitbout offence; 
the&e considerations upon the nature of the Gom^ 
mission and the proceedings under it, I* wilt now 
proceed to observe upon the Report, and ' the ExV 
aminations; and with your Majesty^s permission, 
I will go through the whole matter^ in that course 
which has been observed by the Report itself^ and 
which an examination of the important matters 
that it' contains, in the order in wluch it states 
them, wilt naturally suggest. 

The Report, after referring to the Commission 
or Warrant tinder which their Lordships wfcre act* 
ihg, after stating that they had proceeded^ exa? 
mine the several witnesses, whose* depositions they 
annexed to their * Report, proceeds to state the ef- 
fect of the written declarations, which the Com* 
missioners considered' as the essential foundation of 
the whole proceeding, ••That they wefe stated 
mepts which had been laid before his Royal High- 
ness the Ptince of Wales, respecting the conduct 
of her Royal Highness the Princess ; that thtse 
statements not only imputed to her Royd N%^ 
ness, great impropriety and indecency of bebavi* 
our^ but expressly asserted, |^tly on die ground 
of certain alleged declarations from the iViacess't 
own mouth,, and partly oo the personal 
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of the iaformaaUs the followiag most important 
&cts( viz* that her Royal Highness bad been 
pregnant ifi the year 1802, in consequence of an 
illicit intercourse ; and that she had in the same 
yesMT, been secretly delivered of a male child ; 
^hich child had ever since that period been brought 
vp bf her RoydX Highness in her own house, and 
und^r k^f immediate inspection. These allega- 
tioQs thus made^ bad» as the Commissioners foand» 
l^a follovqd by declarations from other persons^ 
who bad n^t ^id^ spoken to the important iaas 
p{ the pregnancy or delivery of her Royal High- 
ness, but had related other particulars/ in them* 
^Uu extremely suspicious^ and still more so, when 
connected with the assertions already mentioned. 
The Report then states, that, in the painful situa- 
lion, ia which his Royal Highness was placed by 
these dtfcl^ratioos, they learnt that he had adopted 
the opiy course which could, in their judgment, 
with propriety be followed, when informations such 
as these hsd been thus confidently alleged and 
particularly detailed, and had in some degree been 
supported by ^lateral evidence, applying to other 
points of che same nature (though going to afar less 
extent,) one line cpuld only be pursued." 

^£yer.y ^csitiment of duty to your Majesty, 
md of AMCem for the public welfure. required that 
ifaese pamcuitiss ibould B9t be withheld from your 
Majesty, id whom wcto particularly belonged the 
CogiujBBc« of n> ^natter of sute» fo neajriy touching 
the JiQOPlv of 29W Majesty's Royal Family, and 
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by pos^bility affecting the succession to your Ma- 
jesty's crown.*' 

llie Commissioners^ therefore, your Majesty 
oMerves^ going, they must permit me tb ^ay, a tit- 
tle out of their way, begin their Report, by expres- 
^ng a clear and decided opinion, that his Royal 
Highness was properly advised (for your Majesty 
will undoubtedly conclude, that, upon a subject of 
this importance^ his Royal Highness could not but 
have acted by the ^dvice of others), in tcftYfiti^ 
this complaint to your Majesty, for the' piirpose '6t 
its undergqing the investigation which ba^ followed. 
And unquestionably, if the charge, referred to; ill 
ihiB Report, as made by Sir John ^nd Lady Dbug- 
las, had been presented under circumstances, in 
which any reasonable degree of credit coufd b^ 
given to them, or even if they bad not been pre- 
sented in such a manner, as to impeach the credit 
of the informers, and to bear internal evidence of 
their own incredibility, I should be the last |>erson, 
who would be disposed to dispute the wisdom of 
the advice which led to make them the Subject of 
the gravest apd most anxious Inquiry. And y6ur 
Majesty, acting upon a mere abstract of the de* 
clarations, whicti was all,, that, by the recital of th^ 
warranty appears to have been laid before your Ma* 
jesly^ undoubtedly could not but direct an Inquiry 
concerning my conduct. For though I have not 
boen furnished with that abstract, yet I nlust pre* 
sume that it described the criminato]7 conte^td of 
these declarations, much in the saojie manner, as 
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they are stated in the Report. . And the crimina- 
tory parts of these declarations, if viewed without 
reference td those traces of malice and resentment^ 
with which the declarations* of Sir John and Lady 
Douglas abound ; if abstracted from all these cir* 
cumstances, which shew the extreme improbabi* 
lity of the story» the length of time, which my ac- 
cuser had kept my alleged guilt concealed, the 
contradictions observable in the declarations of the 
other witnesses, all which, I submit to your Majes- 
ty, are to an extent to . cast the greatest discredit 
upon the truth of these declarations ;— abstracted, I 
say, from these circumstances, the criminatory 
parts of tham were unquestionably such^ as to have 
placed your Majesty under the necessity of directing 
some Inquiry concerning them. But that thdse, 
who had the opportunity of reading the long and 
malevolent narration of Sir John and Lady Doug« 
las, should not have hesitated before they gave any 
credit to it, is matter of the greatest astonishment 
to me* 

The improbability of the story, would of itself, 
I should have imagined (unless they believed" me 
to be as insane as Lady Douglas insinuates), have 
been sufficient to have staggered the belief of any 
unprejudiced mind. For to believe that story, they 
were to begin with believing that a person guilty of 
so foul a crime, so highly penal, so fatal to her ho- 
nour, her station, and her life, should gratuitously, 
and uselessly, have confessed it. Such a person 
nnder the necesaty of concealing her pregnancy, 

* See Appendix (B.) 
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might * have been indispensably obliged to. confide 
her secret with those, to whom she was to look for 
assistance in ooncealing its consequences. But 
I^idy Douglas, by her own account, .was informed^ 
by me of this fact, for no purpose whatever. She 
9Mkes me, as those who read her dedaraiions can% 
nor 6iil to have observed, state, to her, that she 
fhm4d> on no account, be entrusted widi any part 
of the maua^emi^it by which the birth w^ tp- b^ 
coQccaleil.* *rhey were to believe also^ th^t,; s^- 
iotts as I must have been to have concealed ihcrbirth 
of any tspcb child,:}.' had* determined to bring it.u]{ 
in 'Q^own house ^ and what would exceed,; af ^ 
should imagine, (I^e es;tent of alLhuman credulity^ 
that I had determined to suckle it. my^^lf :t. that, I 
l^d laid my plan, if discovered, to havjs i^npQsed i( 
iipoa^hb Royal Highness as his chiVl* Nay, tbfrf 
wqpe to believe,! that I had stated, and that L^dy 
Douglas; had believed the statement to be tri^,txbat 
I bad in iact attempted to suckle it, and Qi;dy gfvf- 
op that part of my plan, because it made me, ner- 
vous, and was }toq much for my healih*§ An^,,f^(er 
all this^ they were then to believe,, ^t |^^yjti(g 
made Lady Douglas, thus unnecessarily, the ponft- 
.d^mt, of this most important and ^^nger^ps %f ret p 
having thus put my character and my life in he|r 
hands, I sought an occasion^ wantoarly, and fv^t^- 
out '{M'ovocarion^ from the mere fickleness smd' wiU 
iuiness of my own mind^ toTquarrel with her^, ta|a- 
sult her openly apd.vielmtjy in my own houa^ tj> 

• See Appeadix (B*) p.-6l- 1 1*>»<^- P- ^* $ lW.fp. SHo 
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endfaVoirt* 'to roin "her rffputairion ; lo txpos*' httt'-in 
i'ffTamdd^VihdHndcceiilt dVavrftigs -eficldsed it iittin 
toiler httsbattiL Thb I^ers Iti&ied zte re^Ve^dft- 
^d to hkvfr "Keen iihortyihoo^, %iuk, thoti^ *^bh]r- 
mdas, ■ftfey ift ^ta-eefl 'to hivfe Weeft %ritWtf Viti 
rr^ -bWtt 'hand, "so tAiliis^i/T^fl ?B ^nfoartflli^ iOfi 
stifle, A)at 'eVefy otie wh6 'hitd 'the l^st k<^q(i^bafiv 
ance *(iHfh '^A<[f, tdm ^f^'tbdt^<m:r<(ii«Mi; 
alid'^ fHt Vdre 'iht&dftfe^, l^ft'K »1id(iia <uit bfr 
sftfircieHtiy pltdh fibih %htom=flfey ciiiiie) -^tf If^a 
ttHtk ?fte(n ^*r»i 'a sttll, =frtilchT*Sid "shbtdy^. 
fiH-eWd'dn ^n'tiS^afjitM Bf Vtiting-tb^Iifer-hufflJttnft. 
kfl-thls ih^y t^c^b 'to %eHe^ <iip6h "H^ «eda!tiitidii 
of a;p^bfa, ■whb Mri^ ^It ¥hiit Idyaby ^fl itft^h- 
lnttrt'w*ii<fh *e dcpfesitis to yotit"!IKj«ty, Suld'his 
ildyal 'fl%Bhc^8 ^eTHiicc ^ %afc*; tffth ^ fc* 
6Wg«ttbh to"iihe **ho!e Royil .t»aihily, (to 'WMto 
M Wjjresies hefsetf =to "be bfouhd-liy t!W8 Wfes- 
^\h(3l"Ve^A UrtiiUHtVltr^tkt '^KA^iMtfiln^ Urn 
"tVtt Ki^iflc ;') wMi ftll her )dh:a6of Ae ^isAietou^ 
cdlfedSheli^cey ib tht country, '^ich mi^ht ^r»e, 
Trcl/h«mfe''dispiitW ^utcessten tb the'Cffftt'tt, on^e 
\»?k^i;i/ns'of ini-inig{(iaiate'chtkl''of mme, neveri 
tr^fft^'donlrnil^, iHHr Yhis -stippb^ stowal tif 
irfj^jafafttly.'afta'Aiy-cHtafe, aifter my suppbsed »c- 
%)^!eaghieWofth<i*J«h ctftllfedMIji, Whfchtws 
■to'^rtfibnraMthis nikftihief, ^to j>»e#ttTe, ^f(ftr-nedr a 
'(WblVe/nontft h^'intimfatiy >and Apparent fttehdAip 
iMftt rafe. ^Nay "ftfr <tw> y«H« moiie, 4fter that inti- 
"lAaey had ceasstfj «l(t«r that ' A-itndsh^ tad be^a 
dK^en «ff» by my alleged >niisbehavrour tq her, 



*♦ I^riiif f^* of YTato rccqmKvei^f ^ a ^psb, torfeA^ 

the iF^pojc; Q^ fhi^i lH?ip:aUv^ having hjs^d their jea^i 
^)| VK^^ l>y ij^^s^ cvf9mi^fitanw,^« ta i^q iofin 
pr9faf)l>i^(; fif the^ory, ^nfi tp^ i\ifi dj^cre^t of jhe 
wfrj'flWt Wt«i th^ ciijne tq Q^yc, how xpali- 
ciA«4y WVJ Wftij»fl«?ttce 0^ «n^ginatip|^ fq^4 
^Vgg99(« atf po$t C4lcttl«^4 ^A ip^f^ 4 i)CWW 
^Q^tefoptiblct ;^]|d qdiQus^ wa$ ^rap^ ^d ^ped 
v^ %ogiif^^ in t^HSi N^rat^ve, must mrel; b^vp ^ad 
rtw flrfs qpqped tp j|ie fnqtive$ of my acci^er^ , 
an4 ti^eir mind^ c^utipq^ agapst giving tpo easy 
4^ cr^ic tQ their acciiss^tiqi^ vHci^ tl^ej found my 
conversation to be represented ^ n^q; i looser an^ 
in£^)99i)s } qiy m||id unins^ructed and unwilling to 

Wfl i Wy lwg«««f » with regard to your Majesty 
find thf vrhple of your Hoyal F^u^Uy^ fonlly dif « 
ripapBptfu) j^id QflFj^iiaive^ ap4 9}l my manners an4 
hal^tf qf life {((ip^t 4i$gMstiAg, I should I^ave ^at- 
t^e^ mysfiUy \hu I epi44 fipl h^y^ beeu^ in char 
raictiprft 3Q vh^ily u^kqown tq th^tOf but that th^ 
muft have gbseryed ^ spirit, im4 & cpburing a( 
Ifstsi In .this rppr^s^tatioo, which must have 
prqvfid muph more ^gainat tj^p disposition 
and character pf the informers^ am} ^he (juality of 

* See AppendiSy p. 90. 
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tlietr information, than against the pefton'iiho was 
the object of their charge. But when, in -additfon 
to all this, the Declaration states,^ that I had, with 
respect to my unfortunate and calamitous separa* 
tion from bis Royal Highness, stated that I had 
^ acknowledged myself to have been the aggresaor, 
from the beginning, and myself alcme ; and when 
It further states, that If any other woman had so 
played and sported with her husband's conifprtyand 
popularity, she would have been turned out of his 
house, or left aloiie in it, and have deservedly for* 
feited ber place in society ; and further stiH, when, 
alleging that I had once' been desirous of procaring 
a separation from his Royal Highness, and had 
pressed former chancellors to accomplish this pur- 
pose, it flippantly adds, that t*'The Ctianceilor 
may now perhaps be able to grant her request,*' 
The malicious object of the whole must surely 
have been most obvious. 

For supposing these facts to have been all time; 
siipportng ' this infamous and Kbellotis descripdon 
pr my character had been nothing but a Correct and 
faithful representation of my vices and my in&my, 
would it not have been natural to have asked why 
they were introduced ipto this Declaration? What 
.effect could they have had upon the charge of 
crime, and of Adultery, which it was intendtd to 
establish ? If it was only, in execution of a pain* 
111 duty, which a sense of loyalty to your Majesty, 

♦ Set Appendix (B.) p. 65. \ Appendix (B.) p. 59. then^lf* 
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and obedience to the commands of the Prince of 
Wilet'at length reluctantly drew from them, vhj 
all this malicious accompaniment?* ^< His Royai 
Highness^' indeed they say, ** desired that they would' 
communicate the whole circumstances of their ac« 
quaintance with me, from the day they first spoke 
with me till the present time ; a full detail of all 
that passed during our acquaintance/' and *^ bow 
they became known to me, it spearing to his 
Royal Highness, from the representation of his 
Royal Highness the Puke of Sussex, that his 
Majesty's dearest interests, and thos^, of this 
country, were very deeply interested in the ques- 
tion," and ^^ that he particularly commanded 
them to be very circumstantial in their detail 
respecting all they might know relative to the' 
child thf^t I affifctcd to adopt.^' 

But from the whole of this it is sufficiently 
apparent, that th^ particularity of this detaii 
was required, by his Royal Highness, in respect 
of matters connected with that question, in which 
the dearest interests of your Majesty and this 
cpuntry were involved ; and not of circumstance 
which could have no bearing on those interests. 
If it had been therefore true, as I most solemnly 
protest it is not, that I had in the confidence of 
private conversation, so far forgot all sense of 
decency, loyalty, and gratitude, a^ to have ex? 
pressed myself with that disrespea of your Ma- 
jesty which is imputed to me; — If { had been 

• See AppendiSf p. 90* 
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^sNi I irast those; ivba bave lived witb me* or 
extt have {Wl^Kexi Qf my society, would not 
cvsfif m, Qf a nuAd 9Q uninformed a^d iwcullio 
i»led» withpul educsition or talents, or viijioai 
any desire of ynpifovi^g u^yself, iMapabk o^ 
empIoysBi^t, of ^ temper so fiirioas and violently 
as altogether U)» ibrm a character, which no one 
could bear to live ^itt^ wbo had the means, of livw 
iag elsewhere i-^Whal possible progre^i woMld 9K 
this make towards proving that I was; gui^ o( 
adultery? These, and such like inswuationst aat 
false as they are maUciouSa could never hav^ woved 
crime in me, however maniit^stly they (pi^nt dis* 
phy the malice of my accusers. 

Must it not, then, have occurred tp any one, 
who had seen the whole of this Narrative, if the mo- 
tive of my accusers was, as they represent it, n^e^ 
ly. that of good patriots, qf attached and loy a) sub- 
jects, bound, in eKecurign of a painful dytyi iu^pos-* 
ed upon them by his Hoyat Highness the Priu^e of 
Wales, 10 disclose* in detail, all the fai;ts which could 
establish my guiit, th^ th^se circum^rauces uev«r 
would have made a p?rt of their derail ? But on 
the other hid, if ibeir object was to traduce fufi ir^ 
if, ftlsely attribuciog to bis Royal Highness iemi« 
ments which cpuld belong to no generous bosom^ 
but measuring his nature by th$£ir owp, they 
thought, vahily and wickedly, tp ingratiate them«» 
selves with htin, by beiug the instruinents of ac- 
complishing my ruin }*— if aifuing at depriving me 
of my rank and station, or of drivi^ig me from this 
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couhtvy, Ae^f ddMnttined to bring fisrwMd a char^ 
of Tftascm against me, wbidh» fhoogb Ybay knew 
in thm consciences h was false, yet thef mighf 
hope would serve at least as a co^er, and a pra* 
tend J fdr sudh an imptfcadoft upon my chandler, 
^s» Ti^eritig Wf Kfe intolenMe in ^is <omatrfi 
ttit^ht 'dttve »e to wsk a rdfijge 4n «nodi0r^ If 
the bMter 'tb dfectuate this 'pnrpbse, fivey =bad vo« 
|}fesetttefl s31 toy ^misfortunes ns^tny jfinrid, .Md m^ 
bxiftt aSctie, dta:wn ahodfeos and disgaitibg picture 
df ^e, to extitigiiish evety sentiment' ctf pity and 
cfa tep iatsisioti/ 'which, in the ^neros^, ^Mt only 
bf ydtir Maje^ty^s royall l>dsoin, and of 'the nfteoi^ 
bers'of 'yotir Rt>yd Vamfly, but of all 'thts 4nthabi^ 
tWts idF'ytJdr* kingdom, might aHsJe to commise- 
tatte thb tnllbrttmate sftuatibn of a 'Stranger, perse^ 
rated dhtier a charge otig^ating in theit^mMice ^ 
if, fof^iWs, (fliey fltmg. ont, 'that I 1*ad jnsHy for- 
feited my 'station in society, ^nd that a ^parati<Hi 
from itay hm^and vf^9y #hat I myself 4i&d once 
wished, Md Whskt 'the^ChantelTor might 'now per« 
flaps 'proctkte for me ;-— or, if, 'in shoft, their dbject 
"Was vo bbtain my condemnation by prejudice, in- 
#aifiM by falsihoekl, which never coiiid be ob* 
^aitild by justice informed hy truth, 4hen the 
ix^hok ' texture of the declaration is consistast, and 
it 'is i^i^etl cefHttiYed and executed ^ien- iu purpose. 
'But k 'is itfMige, Uhut its p^urpose should have 
escaped ihe detection df inteMigent and impartial 
toinUs. There Was enough fft least to have made 
them pause -before they ^gave such «i degree of 



d6r 



credit to informations of this description, as to have 
made them the foundations of so important and 
decisive a step, as that of advising them to be laid 
before your Majesiyji 

And^ indeed, such seems to baye beenthe effect 
which this declaration at first produced. Because 
if it had been believed) the only thing to have been 
done (according to the judgment of the . Commis« 
sioners,) . would have been to have l<nd it imme- 
diately before your Majesty, to whom» upon every 
principle of duty, the communication- was dne. But 
the declaration was made on the 3rd of December, 
in the last year» and the communication was not 
made to your Majesty tilt the very end .of May* 
And that interval appears to have been employed 
in collecting those other additional (declarations, 
which are referred to in the l^epof t, and which your 
Majesty has likewise been pleased, ^y your gra* 
cious commands, to have communicated to. me. 

These additional declarations do notg^ I submit^ 
appear to furnish much additional reason for b«>- 
lievtng the iucredible story. They were taken 
indeed* ** for the purpose,*' (for th&y arjs so des- 
cribed, this is the title which is prefixed to thedi 
in the authentic copies, with which I have been 
furnished,) *' for the purpose of confirming the 
"statement made by Lady Dppglas , of the ;cir« 
^^cumstances mentioned in, her os^rrative^f* and 
they are the examinations of two persons^ who, ap- 
pear to have forinerly lived in the faniily of Sir 
John and Lady Douglas, and- of several s^rvanis of 

t S^ Appendix (Bj No. 3. 
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my own ; the3F are filled with the hearsay iletafls of 
oihcr servants' ideclarattons. Ai^d one of them, W. 
Cole aeems to have been examined over and over 
again* No less than four of his examinations are 
g^veo^ and some of diese evidently refer to 
oiher fiamina^Qii» of bis^ which are not given at 
alL 

These, I submit tp your Majesty, are rendered^ 
from thb marked citcumstance, partici^ly un^e- 
serving of credit ) because^ in the only instance m. 
which the hearsay statementt related to one ser* 
vant, was followed b^ the examination of the other^ 
who was stated to have made it, (I mean an iastance 
ia which Cole relates what: he had heard sad by 
F» Llo^)* F. Lbyd doea not appear to have said- 
any such thing, or even to have hterd what she ia 
by bim related to have said, and she ifelates the 
fact that she really did hear, stripped cS all the 
particulars with which Cole had coloured it^ SAd • 
which alone made it in any degree deservisi; to be 
mentioned. Besides this, the parents of the child 
which is ascribed to me by Lady Douglas, are 
plainly pointed out^ and a clue is affi>rded, by which 
if followed, it would have been as easy to h^^e 
ascertained, that that child was no child of mine, 
(if ilideed it ever bad been seriously believed ttf be 
so) and to have proved whose cUld it was, before 
the appointment of the Commissioners, at it had 
been found to bid afterwards.* 

• Appendix (B.) No. S. 
1 
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So far, therefore, from concurring wkh the 
Commissioners in approving the advice, under 
which his Royal Highness had* acted, I conceive, 
it to have been at least cruel and inconsiderate, to 
have advised the tranmission oT such a charge to 
your Majesty, till they had exhausted all the means 
which private inquiry could have afforded, to as- 
certain its falsehood or its truth* 

And when it appears that it was not tfaoiqirht ne« 
cessary, upon the first statement of it, aa the Com- 
missioners seem to have imagined, forthwith to 
tramsmit to your Majesty } but it was retained 
for near six months, from the beginning of De« 
cember till near the end of May ; what is due to 
myself obliges me to state, that if there had but been 
in that interval, half the industry employed, to re* 
move suspicions^ whicb was exerted tp raise them, 
there would never have existed a necessity JFor 
troubling your Maj^ty with this charge at all. [ 
beg to be understood as impfoting this solely to the 
advice given to his Royal Highness. He must, of 
necessity, have hh the detail and the determination 
upon this business to others. And it is evident to 
me, from what I now know, that his Royal High- 
ness was not fairly dealt with j that material infor- 
mation was obtained, to disprove part of the case 
against me, which, not appearing in the deciara- 
tfOns that were transmitted to your Majesty, x I con- 
clude was never communicated to bis Royal High-^ 
nets. 
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^ Fteling^ Sife, strongly^ that I have much »» 
complaia of, * that tbig foul charge sbouici have been 
so readily credited to my great prejudice, as to . 
have occasioned that advice to be given which re- 
commended th^ transmission of it to your Majesty, 
(whOy once form^Hy in possession of it, could not 
fail to subject k to some inquiry.) I have dwelt 
perhaps, at a tisdious length, in disputing the pro- 
priety of the Commissioners* judgment, ii^ thus 
ij^roving the course which was pursued^ And, 
Ipdking to the event, / ^nd all the circuinstancea 
connected with it, perhaps I have reason to^ rejoice 
chat the Inquiry has nk^a place. For if three 
years concealiQeiic (of my supposed crime) could 
not impeach the credit of ipy accusers, three times 
that period might perhaps be thought (o have left 
that credit, still unimpaired* And, had the false 
charge been delayed till death had taken away the 
real parents of the child, which Lady Douglas 
charges to be mine ; if time h^d deprived me of 
those servants and attendants who have been able 
«o fully to disprove the fact of my alleged preg- ' 
qancy, I know not where I could .have found the 
means of disproving (isicts and charges, so falsely^ 
so confidently, and positively, sworn to, as those 
to which Lady Doyglas has attestedit 

Following, as I proposed, the course l|l;eii in 
the Report, 1 next come to. that part of it^ to which 
unquestionably I must recur witi^ the greatest sa^ 
tisfaction j because it is that partji which so com- 
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pfetdy abiokes me bf every possible suspidoa* 
upon the two materiftl charges of pregnaaqf and 
child-birth. 

The Commissioners s^te lA their Report,* that 
they began by exiamiidag ^^ on ohth die two prin* 
<< cipal informants! $ir Joba wd Lady tlouglas, who 
^ both pottdvely swore, die former to his haviag 
^ observed the hct of pregnancy$ and the latter t<s 
^ all the important particalars contained in her 
^ former declaratioii, and above I'eferred to.^ 
^ Their examinations lire ^soiDned to the Report^ 
<« and s)re circ«mstant)al and^poeittve.'^ Tfie most 
inaterial of ^Hhe fdlegaHoni into th^ truth of whtdi 
M they hHd been directed to inquire, being thus hr 
^ suppoi^ed by th^ oath of the parties from whoni 
^•thcy bad proceeded/^ they «tatCj ^*that they 
<* felt it their duty to follow up Che Incjutry by the 
P examination of sqcb other personsy as they 
^ judged best able to ailbrd them informadon, as 
«*'to tihe facts in question. ^^ ^ We thought It,^ 
they siay^ *i bey9nd all doubt, that in this course 
^ ef Inquiry many particulars must be learnt which 
*^ would be necessarify ^onclt^he on the truth or 
^ falsehood of these declarations. So many per« 
* ions rodst have been witnesses to tl^e appear* 
<* ances of an actual existing pregnancy, so many 
^ circumstances miist have been aittendant upon 
^< a real delivery, and dil^culties* so numerous and 
^ insurmountabki nwst have been involved in any 

• Report} p. 6. ante. f S^ Appeodix (A.) p« ^9. 
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«^ iHMiipt toacCdiiiH bvt the ia&m ia qaestioa, ; 
*< the child of anoiber vomaii^ if it had focea in 
^* fiict ibe child of the Prtnc^ ; that we enteitaitu 
<< ed a fiitt and confident e^^pectauon of arriviog at 
f( compile pt^9 dUier in t^e affirmative, oc 
^ •egative <m thb part of; the 8)ib]ect«" ^< This 
^ expectatioa/'* they prpceedcd ^ ^^t^9 ^* was fiot 
^ disiypiHDtwU We ave happy , to declare to 
^ yoor M^esty» our pcxfiect f:(mvicdop that ther^ 
^ is no foiiiidati^a srhatever (or bclievipg that tbs 
^ child HMT with th0 Princess is t)ie cb^d of het 
«f Roysl Highness^ or that she was deGvered of 
^ any child ia the year 1802; nor has any thizy^ 
«f appeared to as which would warrant the ^ belief 
««t^at die was pregnant i|i jtbat year, or ^ any 
^ other period^ within tl^e compass of p^r io^ 
f^ quiries/^ They then proceed to fefisr to th<; 
dfcumstantial evidence, by which they atate tbat 
ic was proicd th^t the child was, beyond all doubly 
bom in . Brewnlow^strect llospital, on llth Ji^ly^ 
IjBOS, of the body of Sophia Austin, and broqght 
to my hoote ^i the month of Npveipbiir f&Ik(wii^ 
««'*^eithfr shoald we/' thpy addf .^^be move 
** warraated ia expressing aay doubt re^peclii^ 
i^ the alleged pregnancy of the l^riacess, a9 at^^ed 
^^ la the original df dantioas ; a fact sp fully con^ 
i^ tradified, aad by so mai^y witn^Kt^s, ta whon| 
*' if true, it must ia various ways, ha?e beea 
^* knowA, thsit we cannot thiqk it entitled to (h<; 
^^ smallest credit.'^ Then« after stating that they 
have fumexed (he dejpositions £rom whiph they hav^ 
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collected these opMeft^, they add^^^We hum- 
«< hlj offer to your Majesty our clear and unani- 
^ mous judgoiem upon them, formed on full de* 
** liberation, and pronounced without besitatioO) 
^' on the result of the whole Inquiry." 

These two most important facts, there&re, 
which are charged against me^ being so fnlly, and 
satisfactorily, disposed of, by the unanimous and 
clear judgment of the Commissioners ) being ^o 
fiilly anc) completety disproved by the evidence 
which the Commissioners collected, I might, per^ 
haps, in yoqr Majesty's judgment appear well jus* 
tified, in passing them by . without any observation 
of mine.*— But though the observations which I 
A2II make shall be very few, yet I cannot forbear 
just dwelling upon this part of the case, for. a fi^w 
iininutes ; because, if I do not much deceive myself, 
upon every principle which can govern the human 
mind, in the investigation of the truth of any 
charge, the fate of this* part of the accusation must 
fiave decisive weight upon the determination of 
the rems^inder. I therefore must beg to remark, 
that Sir John Douglas^ swears to my having ap» 
peared, some time a&er pur acquaintance had com- 
inenced, to be with child, and that pne. day I 
leaned on the spfa, iind piit my hand ^poh my sto* 
teach, and said^ ^* Sir John, I shall never be Queen 
** of England ;'' and he said, ** not if you don^L 
^ deserve,'' and } seemed angry at fiist. 

9 See Appendix (A} p. 6, 
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This convenadoii, I afft^heod^ if it bia ihtf 
least relatiga to the subject oil which Sir John wa9 
examined, must be. given for the purpose of insi^. 
nuating that I ttade an allusion to my pregnancy^ 
as if there was a sort of understanding between hint 
and me upon the subject, and that he made n)e 
angry, by an expression which hnplied, that what 
I alluded to would forfeit my, right to be Queen of 
England.'— *If this is not the. meaning which Sir 
John intends to be annexed to this conTersariofi, I 
am perfectly at. a loss to conceive what he can in« 
tend to conveys—Whether at any dme, when 
I may have felt myself unwell, I may have used the 
expression,, which he here imputes to me, my me« 
mory will not enable me» with the least degree, of 
certsdnty to state. The words themselves seem 
to me to be perfectly . innocent ; afid the action of 
laying iny hand upon my breast, if occasioned by- 
any sense of interoal pain at the moment, neither 
unnatural, nor^ as it a{^>ears to me, in any way 
censurable. But that I could have used these 
Words, intending to convey to Sir John Douglas 
the meanii^» which I suppose him. to insinuate, 
surpasses all human credulity to belike* I could 
aot, however, forbear to notice, this passage in Sir 
John's examination, because it must serve to de- 
monstrate to your Majesty how words, in them- 
selves most innocent, are endeavoured to be tor* 

■ 

tured, by being brought into the context with hia 
opinion of my pregnancy, to convey a meaning 
viost contrary to that, which I could by possibility 
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have intended to convey^ hut which it was neces^ 
sary that he should iacipiite to me» to give the bet- 
ler colour to this false accusation. 

As to Sir John Dbugkis^ hoveireflr, whem he 
spweafs to the appeiffanoes of myt pregnaacj^ he 
possibly might be only mistaken; Not that mis- 
Hike wHl excuse or diminish the gpilt of so: scand^ 
lous a falsehood upon oath. Biit for Lady Douglas 
there cannot be eren sach an. excuse. Independemof 
all Ihose extravagant confessions which she falsely 
represents' me to hare made, she stales upon ' her 
own observation and knowledge, that Iwaspr^ 
naot in the year 1802, Now^ in thf habks of in* 
tercourse and intimacy^ with wfaidi I certainly did 
fhe with her, at that time^ she coukt sot be mi»- 
taken ae^ to that fact, h is impossible, therefore^ 
that in swaaring^posiiively ta that hcty whidi is 99 
positively' disprored, she can fai) t<> ^Vpesa to your 
Majesty to be wilfully and deliberately fi^rswonu 

As to the conversations which she asserts to have 
^ passed between us, I am well aware, that those, 

li^ho prefer heir li^ord to mine, will not be sadsfieil 
todisbeiieve her upon my bare d^niat} nor, per* 
haps, upon the improbability and extmvagance of 
the supposed conversations themselves. But as te 
the facts of pregnancy and delivery, which are 
proved to be fMse, in the words of the Report, 
^ by so many witnesses, to whom, if true, they 
^ must in various ways have been known// no^ 
person living can doubt that the crime of adultery^ 
and'treasofi, as proved by these fihcts, has beenat^' 
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t4§mp^ to be fixed upon tatf by the A^fititt 
and wiKui ftikehood of this my most- forw&fd accu* 
«cn And wkeii k is once eitabBsAed, zs it Fs, that 
my freg«ancy atid defivefy are al( SSr John an4 
Lady I>ougtafs'» mvention, f dfaouU ftnagioe tliit 
itty confeioioiis of a; pf egnancy wfaicfx never eJd^N 
ed ; my confession of a delivery whicb ttevef f60k 
ftatcef my conlmfon of Kav^ tnckted A cliild 
wiiicb t Mver boi^e^ will hardly be bdieved tipoti 
the CMsHt of her festimony. The credit of tAdf 
Doogtis, cherefore^, being thtis ^estfoyed^ I (rusif 
Yoor Mfl^sfy will thiniK that I doght to scortt to 
answer to any ttiing which her eksAxdintron itfay 
aoncain, eiteept so far as there may appait to be 
any additional and eoncurreth evidence to sopprort' 
ii. 

* ThiV brings aie tathe remainUig; part of the Re- 
port, whieA I read, I do assure your Majesty^ with 
a: degree of astonishment and surprise, that I know 
nbt how to express.. How th^ Gomn^sslbner^' 
could, upon . such evidence, from such whndss^, 
upon snch an information, and in duch an^ ex parte 
proceeding, before I had had" the possibility of be- 
ing heard, not only suffer themselves to form such 
an ofrinioa, but to report it to Your Majesty, with 
all the weight and authority of their great names, t 
atn perfectly at a lost to conceive. Their great 
official and judicial' occupations, no dbubt, pre« 
vented that full attentien to the subject vt^ich it re* 
<j[uired» But I am not su^dy without just ^^und« 
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of complaint, if they proceeded to pfonotmce sui 
opinioa upoa my character, without all that coma^ 
deration and attention, which the importance of 
it to the peace of Your Majesty's mind, to the 
honour of Your Royal Family, and the reputadon 
of the Princess of Wales, seem, indispennbly, t9 
bare demanded^ 

In the part of the Report s^ready referred to^ the 
particulars of the charge, exclusive of those two 
important iacts, which have been so satisfactorily 
disposed of, are, ^ I have already observed, Tari- 
eusly described by the Commissioners ; as, *^ naU 
^^ ters of great impropriety and indecency of beha« 
^ viour ;'^ as ^^ other particulars in themselves ex* 
^ tremely suspicious, and still more so, when con-* 
*^ nected with the assertions already mentioned ;'' 
and as ^^ points . of the same nature, though going 
^^ to a much less extent.^ But they do not be* 
come the subject of particular attention in the 
Report, till after the Commissionerfr had coRclnded 
that part of it, in which they give so decisive an 
opinion against the truth of the' charge upon the 
two material facts;* They can proceed to sate^^ 

^^ That they cannot close their Report tiiere,V 
much as they could wish it ; that besides the alle« 
gations of the pregnancy and delivery of the Prin- 
cess, those decEaratK)ns on the whole of whidi your 
Majesty had required their Inquiry and RepcM, 
contsoB taber particulars respecting the amdua $f 
Her Royal Higfjness^ stub as must^ espedallj considering 
ber enatted rank and station^ necessarily give occasion to 
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very wifmfmtabU huerpretations. That ih>tai Ta« 

riottd depositions and propfs annexed to their 

Report, farticularfy from the examinatm rf /{^ 

ieri BtdgMl^ W. Ce!e^ F. Lkyd^ and Mrs. Lisic^ 

severai strong ciratmsiances of this description^ 

have been positively sworn to, by witnesses, wb^ 

cannot in the judpnent of the Commissioners^ be 

^sMspected of any unfavourable bias^ and whose 

veracity in this respect, they^had seennogmnd 

io question.^ They then state that << on the pre*- 

dse bearing and effect of the facts, thus appear- 

ing, it is not'for them to decide, these they sub* 

mit to your Majesty's wisdoip. But they conceive 

i€ to be their duty to report on this part of th^ 

Inquiry, as distinctly as on the former facts; 

that as, on the one hand, the facts of pregnancy and 

delivery are, in their minds, satis&ctorily disprov- 

ed, so on the other hand they think, tbat the cir» 

cumstances to wbisb tbsy now reftr^ particulartj tboss statsd 
to h^i fKUStd bitween Her Royal Higbmsr and Capioin 
Mos^f must h credited until they sball receive seme deei^ 
sive contradiction^ qnd (f ttue^ are justly entitled to tbe moH 
serious consideration,^ 

Tour Majesty will not fail to observe that the 
Commissioners have ientered into the examination 
of this part of the case^ and have reported upon it^ 
not merely as evidence in confirmation of th^ 
charges of pregnancy and delivery which tl^y have 
completely negatived and disposed of, but as con^ 
taining substantive matters of charge;, in itseUvr^ 
That they consider it inde^ s|s relatipg to pointf 
^< of the same nature, but going to a much less 
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^^^tfXA^^* Mt therefore as coiiBUuiUflig «cm4. 
c^m^j ^ut ds ^mouaung to ^ imprppri^Ues wd 
«' fpd^ex)d^ of l^havipur^ aggravated by ^ e^ 
^* alt^d fank vhi^rh I hold^" aa ^' aocasioxxii^ u^fap^ 
^* vidurabJi^ ii^terpr^ations/' aiui as ^^ «a titled la 
V the most serious coosideralion/' A^d wboQi 
tbiey also 3tata that it h not for them tQ 46ci(k oa 
tbi^r prcqis^e be^il^g w4 ^ectt I tbiok I aaa jwd^ 
fte4. |d po]^lu4i<)g that they coul4 not class them 
xif^t apy l^Dowa hea4 of cridt ; as,ip ths^ caai^f vyoa 
tl^if bfax^iag and f flfect they wogld bw? tma A4))r 
Cpoipetej^ to baire pro|iouQi;e4* 
.. I haye, (q «^ degre«» a)^ea4y Mte4 ta Tour 
H^jesry^ tbe finprecfdefUfd bar<lish)p to u^bicli 
I MWeiy^ i^yself tp have beea e«p06ed> by this «#• 
jor^ Inquiry jato th« decwwa of my private 
C9A4ui;U { have already stated tbe prejudivedom; 
to n^ cbaractcfy by tbH recorded cei^ure« from 
ffhkh I pau have ao af^^l } aad I press thes^ 
foasidierations ap further upon Yoiir Majesty, at 
pmeiit, than to point out, in passing this part of 
ih^ Report, the just . fbundations* vhicb it afibrd^ 
fne for making the copplaint. 

Your Majesty will jtlso, I am p^rsuadedj ftot fail 
to remark the Strange obscurity and reserve, tbe 
mysterious darkness, with which ' the Report here 
rxpre^ses itspff ; and every one must feel how thi$ 
aggravates the severity and cruelty of the censute, 
by rendering it impossible distinctly and specifi* 
tally to meet it. The Commissioners state indeed 
f6a( some things ate proved a^airist me, which 
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mual be 4Mited tiK they ihall recdve a dedsife 
(foaimdicUon/ 1^ wbat ihose things are they do 
Bot 8ta(^. . They {ire *' particulars and circum- 
^' staaees «hi^b» especially considering my exalted 
^* ranki mou give oceaston to the !motit unfaiyou* 
<< rabte i)iterpreiatiwa> They are several strong 
«^ ctrciHOstMcea of this descriptioii,'' ^ they are$ 
^^ if tru^ jusdy dei^rying of osost serious, considea^ 
<' aiioa^'^ and they ^^ must he credited ti}l decide 
(« edl^ eenimdicted. Bm wh^t »re chese cih* 
cmastapees ? What are theae deeds withoiK a 
Mine i Was there ever a charge so framed f 
Was ever any one put to answer any charge^ and 
decidedly to eonifadict ir» or submit to have it 
erddfted agaimt hioii which was conceived in such 
termSy without the means of ascertaining wha£ these 
ifaitiga afe, except as. conjednre may enafaSe me ti 
aurasise, t» what parts of the eKaminhtions of the 
four w4tnessf8 op whom they particularly rdy^ they 
aitaeh the importance »id . the freight irhkh seem 
lo th^m to justify these dark and ambtguoos eea^ 
aures on my conduct i Byt such aa diey are, aad 
whatever they may be^ they must» ypur Majesty ia 
mld^ he cve^&ed imlest tbey ^re decidedly contiar 
dieted* 

CireumstaticaB, lespectbg Captain Manfagri 
indeed are particulari^ted ; > bpt referring to ^ 
depotitionsi which apply to himt they eoataili 
much m^ter of opjoieo, of liearsay, of suspkioli* 
Are these hearsays, are these opnjons, are these 
auspidottSi a|id cgnjecturea of thete witnesses, tA 
be beli«ve4 ^svoti iii«^ ^nki^ de^ide^If Gantf«t 
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dieted? Hew can I decidedly contradict anoiber 
peraon's opinion ? I may reason against its justicct 
but how can I contradict it 7 Or how can I de- 
(ddedly contradict any thing which is not pre- 
fdiely specified, nor distinctly known to me ? 

Your Majesty wiU also observe that die Report 
states that it is not for the Commissioners to de^ 
dde upon the bearing and effect of these bds { 
diese are left for your Majesty's deosion* But 
they add that if true, they are justly otitled to 
At most serious consideration. I cannot, ^n^ 
but collect from these passages, an intimation that 
some further proceedings may^be meditated. And 
perhaps, if I acted with perfect prudence, seeing 
how much reason I have to fear, from the iabri- 
cttons of ialsehood, I ought to have waited till I 
knew what course, civil, or cripunal, your Mi^ 
Jesty might be advised to pursue before I offered 
any observations or answer. To this akeraatiye 
however I am driven. I must either remain sir 
lent, and reserve my defence, leaving the imputa* 
tion to operate most injuriously and fatally to my 
character; or I must, by enterji^ into a defence 
against so extended a charge, expose myself with 
much greater hazard to any future attacks. But 
the fear of feasible danger, to arise from the per* 
verted interpretation of my answer, cannot in^ 
duce me to acquiesce under the certain mischief 
of the unjust censure and judgment which staada 
agamst me, as it were, recorded in this Reportv 
I ' shall therefore, at whatever hazard, proceed » 
^pmt to your Majesty, iq whose justice 1 hav« 
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die mott sadtfiietory reliance^ my answa* aad mj 
jQbitf Yaifens vapon Has port of the case* 

Asid here, %re,. I cannot forbear agafai presuming 
fo state to your Majesty, that it is not ai Httfe 
liard, that the Cknnmittioners (who state in the 
begianing of their Report, that certain particulars^ 
in diemselTes, extremely sospidous, were^ in tlie 
judgment which they had formed upon diem,) be-^ 
fere they entered inta the partictilars of the In- 
quiry, rendered still more suspicious from being 
connected with the assertion of pregnancy and de^ 
Mvery, sliould hare made no observation -upon the 
degree, in which that suspicion must be propor«» 
tionably abated, when those assertions of pregnancy 
amd delivery, hare been completely iaUified and 
disproved ; that ihey should make no remark: upon 
she £ict, that all the witnesses, (with the exception 
of Mrs. Lisle,) on whom they specifically rely, were 
every one of them, brought forward by the prin* 
cipal informers, for the purpose of supporting, the 
false statement of Lady Douglas ; that they are the 
witnesses therefore of persons, whom, after the 
complete falsification of their charge, I am justi- 
fied in describing as conspirators who have been 
detected, in supporting their conspiracy by their 
own perjury. And surely where a conspiracy, to 
fix a charge upon an indiyidmd, hat been j^ainly 
detected, the witnesses of those who have been sa 
detected in that conspiracy,— ^witnesses that are 
brof^ht forward to support this fake charge.— 
cannot stand otherwise thaft consjderablv affected 
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in tbdk eredliU by ihetr coBoectiim «tilr thaw tiito 
are detected ia that -cMftp iracy. But inrtii* «£ 
poimifig oM tUs ctreuforamce^ as calling; it feast 
lor soipe degree' of* cantjon aacl raiorvev Hk conci* 
4eriiig the tesittoony bC ibftse fiiCtestes, tkt Rtpnt 
on the ceatrary, boMa them «p^ «• wartlqrb# par^ 
ikut^ credit aa^'Wneeiee^ wW, kl^ thfr)ttB%mait of 
the CemnHssiG&era, CMiipt b# ausipcettd * of qit&^ 
vourabk bias) whose veracity,, m that fospecf, thef 
have seea ao ground to qiieHioft ; aid v^ naet b^ 
credited till they receive &Q«ie decided cflnivadkfiMi> 
Nqw> Sife, I feel tb^ fullest Qotfidcndr that I 
ahoU prove to your Majesty'a. most perftcr fai» 
^tion, th^t all of these witQesaai (of course I sfill 
delude Mrs. Lille) are under the ioimchcr, and 
exhibit ^ sysptoma of ilie most un^nvyonMe 
hias^—that their veracit)! is* iir every lespeet aa 
bo doubted ;i — and that they caanot, by anyoan** 
did and aiteniiye mind, be deemed worthy of * ther 
least degree of credit, upon thk trhaage, yoqr 
Majesty win eattiy conceive, hovr groat vsef vxu 
prise aad aatomahmeM must haive been m this 
part of tiie Report. ( am indeed a little at' a loss 
to koow, whether I usderstaod the passage^ which' 
I have cited from the Report; ^The witaessef 
«^ in tho Judgment of the Commissioners aw not 
*' to be aoapectedl ^ ttn&vourable bias, asid their 
" veracity in tb^t id^qloil^theyLhaaiw. seen nq reaaDifc 
^\ to question." What is meant tyt their hairiiig 
seen no tieaioii to suapect theio veracity m tiai 
r4fpraf S^ they rnean^ vshait tise: ^p^ificatimt 
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teerai to imply^ that they have teen itaion to 
qattsAoxi k in other respects? Is it meant to be 
insinuated that they saw reason to questi<»i their 
veracity,, not in respect of an un&Tourabte tNatt 
l)ut.of a biaa in my favour f I cannot impute to 
them such an insinuationt because I am satisfied 
thai die CSommlssioners would never have intended 
ti^ msiniiate any thing so directly contrary to the 
froth* 

, Ifhe witnesses qisdficaUy pointed out, as thns 
particularly deserving of credit, are *W. Cole, 
|IL Bidgood, fF. Lbyd, and |Mrs. Lisle; With 
respect to Mrs* lisle, I trust your Majesty vdll 
permit me to make my observaticms upon her eza^ 
mination, as distmctly and sq>arately9 as I possibly 
can, from the others. Because, as I ever had, and 
have now, as much as ever, the most perfect res* 
pect fipr Mrs. Lisle, I would avoid the possihUity of 
having it imagined that such observadona^ as I shall 
be under the absolute necessity of making, upon the 
other witnesses, could be imended, in any d^ee, 
to be applied to her. 

With reatpect to Cole, Bidgood^ and Lloyd^ 
fhey h?tife all lited in didr places, lor a long time} 
diey bad lived with His Royal Highpess the 
Prince of Wales before he married, and were 

^Appendii(A,)ko. 5. 
A Appente ^A*) Mbb «• 
t Apptndix (A*) Kb. 6» 
t Affndix (A.) No. 27. 
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appointed by him to situations about me; Coie 
and Lloyd, imhiediately upon my marriage, aild 
BiQgood very shortly afterwards/ I know not 
whether from this circumstance th^y may consider 
themselves as not dwing that undivided duty and 
regard to' me, which servants' of niy' own appoint- 
ment, might possibly have felt j but if f kxiew 
nothing more of them than that they had consented 
to be voluntarily examined, for the purpose of 
supporting^ the statement of Lady Doughs on a 
charge ' so deeply affecting ' my honoiir; withbat 
communicating' to me the feet of such examination, 
your Majesty would not; I am sure, be surprized, to 
find, that I saw, in that circuhistance alone, suiE- 
cient to false soffie suspicions of an iinfavourable 
bias. But when I fiiid Cole,* particularly, sub- 
xhitting to this secret and voluntary ekaihinaddn 
against me, no less than y^//r ' thne v smd when I 
found, dufing the pendency of this' Inqt^ry before 
the Commissioners, that one of therlij^ R; Bidgood, 
t^as so far (fonhected, and in league,* with' Sif John 
and Lady Douglas, as to have coi n n r u aic atioff teith 
the latter, f thought I ^aw the ^foof of ^ch deci- 
ded hostility and confederacy against me, that i'felt* 
obliged to Vder the discontinuande orhis attendance 
at my house till further orders. ' Of the reJtl bias of 
their minds, howev^, vififb respect to me. Your 
Majesty vidll be betltt '^bk^ la jud^e from the con- 
sideration of their evidence. 

The imputations which t collect' to be considered 
as cast upon me, by these several witnesses, are to0 
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great &p|liar4ty and intjiniacy with several geR- 
tlefMOyr—Sir Sidney ^S^irb,- Mr. Lawrence, Cap- 
tain Maoby, and I^ ^pow not whether jthe same 
arQ Apt meant to be extended to Lord Hood, Mr. 
C^t^r, and Captain Mopie. . 

y^ith your Mfje§ty*3 j^rmi^sion, therefore, I 
will .exaRiine the djp|^o§itipn^ pf the witnesses, as 
(bey respect thes^ several .geniremen, in their 
gfdef> keeping the jev^ence^ which is applica,b]e 
u> each casiu as distinct from the others as I qan, 

^nd I ifill begin with those which respect Sir 
Sidney Smith, as he is . the person first mentione4 
in the deposition, of W. C^le* . 

W. Cole says/ " that Sir Sidney Smjth first 
tinted at Mpntagne House in 1802} that he 
observed that the Princess ^was too familiar with 
Sir Sidney Smiths . One day» he thinks in Febru- 
ary, he (Cole), carried into. the Blue Roj^m to 
the Prinqfss loqfic^ sandwiches which she had order- 
ed, and was aurpriaed to see that Sir Sidney was 
fhere* He mu^* have coqiie in from the Park. If 
be bad been let in from Qlackheath he must have 
passed through .the room in which, he (Cole) was 
ws^tipg• When. he bad left the .sandwiches^ he 
l^eturned, after some timet into the room» and 
Sir Sidney Smith was sittipg very close to the 
Princess oa the sofa; ,He (Cctle) looked at her 
Royal Highness^ she ^aiight his eye, and saw that 
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he noticed the maimer in which they were sictiiif 
together^ they appeared both a little confused.*' 

ft. Kdgood^ says also, in \di deposition* on Ae 
6th of June,^{for he was examined tmce) ** that' it 
was early in 1803 that he first observed Sir Sid* 
ney Smith come to Montague House. He ased 
to stay very late at night; he had seen him early 
in the mommg there; about ten or elevte o^eloelE. 
He was at Sir John Douglas'k and was in die hAir 
as well as Sir John and Lady Douglas of dining or 
having luQcheoti, or supping there every day. 
Be saw Sir Sidney Smith one day in 1902 in thcr 
Blue Rpom* about il o*clock in the morning, 
which was full two hours before they expected^ 
ever to s^e compaby. He asked the servants Hbf 
they did not let hjm know Sir Sidney Smich was 
there ; the footiu^ told hnn that they had l^t no 
person in. There ^s a private door to the Bvk, 
by which he might have cpme b if he had « key 
' to it, and have got into the BTue Room without 
any pf the Servants perceiving him, .And in hSi 
secoud deposition, ' taken on the 3d of July/ he 
says he |jved at Montague House when Sir Sidney 
came. Her (the PHncess's) manner w{th il|m ap- 
peared very familiar ; shf appeared very attenti^ 
to him, but he did not suspect any thing further.* 
Mrs. Lisle says that the t'Hncess at one time 
appeared tp' like Sir John and L^y D^ugbs. 
^^ I have seen Sir Sidney Smith there very late in 
the evening, but npt alone with the Frincess. l 

^ Appendix, fA*) No. 4» 
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liVf e-aft <ealoft«io uisspfxt hf liad a kejr to the Park 
gale; I 9SV9 heard of any bo^y Mog faand waa« 
dtering about ai Blad^heat^." 

Faaoj- Lloyd^doeanot moatioa Sir %4i»ey SmicH 
m lier 4fpceiiioa. 

Upon tltt wfaok o£:tbi$ ,«vkUace. tbea^ which 
ia tba whole thajt r/eepeall Sk &i(iDey . S^idii ia 
Wfff of thof 4qK>aiuoiu (except aoioe particular 
patmgct ifi Cole'6 ei^ence which an< soioiporn 
wot aa. m require vtiy farUcular ^aod (ilsthict state* 
me^t) i would aequest yiyir Majesty to Iiu4er8taii4 
tkaf^ witfi T98p9Ct 10 the fi^ct of Sir Siduey Smithy 
viridng fi«q«anjtly ^ Montane Hous^ Mh wit^ 
{Mr Johft and. liidy Doiiglaty jind without theiai 
wirii fespcct to hit being frequently there, at IuUt 
diMn»* dinner^ and supper; 4U9d $tayii|gwith the 
ftir of ibc Gonpony till twelve^ one oMock^ or 
«qi*amntfiwy» latcTa if these ate soi»e of thefiicts 
^ wUcfi fMsl giiie oo^AOA to uofavonrable inter- 
^ pretaijoiiiti and OHiat be credited till they are 
<* coatradicted ; thq^ are fMtt, which 1 never can 
oaotaadto, .for tb^ are periectly tr4e» And | 
tron it will imfdy tfa« confiessipn. of sojgutUj tci 
admit that Sir Sidney Smith's, fonrersa^oo^ . Us 
jftcawK of .tb^ various and ext^ordinary. €;i^'euts^ 
isd heroic achie¥emenii in which he bad beep 
concerned* aaiused and interested me^ and th« 
jdr ciimsiinf e of his .%ing so muah wiih bla 
j^fknds. Sir John and l^dy l>o<^aS|. in my ndght 
boHsbood on Bhfbhearfa» gave jthe. opportunity of 
bis increasmg hia 2u:(juaint«»cc with om^ 
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It happened also that about this citiir*! 'fitted uf^ 
at your Majesty may have observed^, one of tj^ 
rooms in my house after the fashion of a Turkish. 
Tent. Sir -Sidney furnished me with, a pattern for 
it, in a drawing of the Tent of Murat fiey^ which 
h^had brought over with him from Egypu And 
he taught me how to draw Egyptian Arabesques, 
which wer6 necessary for the ornaments of the 
deling; this may have ocaasidned^ while that 
room was fitting up, sei/ieral visits, .andpossibijr 
some, though I do not recollect ^them^ as- early*in 
ffae morning as Mr.fiidgood menttoiis*: I. believe 
also that it has. happened more than ^ once^ that. 
Walking with my ladies in the Park, we have met 
Sir Sidney Smith, »nd that he h^ come in, with 
us, through the gate from the I^ark. My, ladifes 
may have g6ne up to take off tl^ir cloaks^ jor . to 
dress, and have left me alone with . him : . and, at 
some one of these times^ it magr ^vevy ipossibly 
have happened that Mr. Cole, and Mr* Bidgqod 
may have seen him, when he has -not cdme thixHigh 
the waiting-room> nor .been }ot in by any>of the 
footmen: Biit I solemnly declare to your M^canj 
that I have not the least idea or •belief that he ever 
had a key of the gate into the Pack, .or Jthat Jbc 
ever entered in or passed out, at that gate, .except 
in company with- 'myself and my ladies* < As for 
the circumstance of my permitting him eo be in 
the room alone with m^; if suffering a man tejbe 
so ajone is evidence of guilt, from whenoe .ihe Gom^ 
missioners can draw any xmfqvourabl^ infer^nce^ I. 
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must leate'lliem to draw it* Fori cannot deny 
thkt it his happened, and happened frequently ; 
not only with Sir Sdney^Smith, but with many^ 
manv others; gentlemen who have visited me^ 
tradesmen who have come to receive my orders ; 
masters whom I have had to instruct me, in paint-* 
Ingy in music, in English, &c«. that I have re- 
ceived' them without any one being by. In short, 
I trust 1 am not eoirfi^sirig a . crime, for nnques- 
tibnably it is a truth, that I^never had an idta that 
there'-was any thing wrong, or* objectionable, iit 
thus seeing men, in the morning, and Ixonfidently 
believe your Majesty wiH see nothing in it, from 
which any ^uilt can be inferred. I feel certahi 
that there- !s nothing imiAora) in thr thing itself ; 
and I have always understood , that it was perfectly 
customary and' usQal'fer ladles of the first rank, and 
Ae first character, in the country, to receive the 
visits of 'gentlemen in a morning, though they might 
be themselves alone at the time. But/ if, in the 
dpmibns and iashfoAs of f his country,, ihere should 
be more ' impropriety ascribed -to it^ 'thanwbat>it 
eVer entered' into my itiind to conceive, I hcpe your 
Majesty, and every candid mindr'^ill make aHow- 
ffice for the different* notions which *^ my fbtieign 
education and fottign habits may have given me. 

But whatever character may bekmg to this prac* 
ffce, it is no( a - practice \vhich commenced after my 
leaving €aflton "House. • While there^ and from 
ttay first «*fTval in this country, I was accustomed; 
with the 'kn(Mrredge of His Royal Highness^ thd 
Prince of Wales^ and without his ever having 
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Untkl to me the sligtitest tfisa^pMNttkA, to ro. 
oeive kssons frmn various masters, for viy amu8e> 
meot, and improTenent ; L Uris^ ik|eiit}t:d by them 
freqttefltly, from twelV« a'dods: uU five in the al^ 
ternoon ;<~Mr. Atwood for mmici Mr« Gefl&dkFe 
for English^ Mr. Tourfirofidii ht ' pwMio^ Mn 
Tatoye fop itnloatiag inarUe^ Sfr. Sl^XTM for the 
harp. 1 saw them aH akme ; and iQdtee4 if I were 
to see them at alU I could da m> othemte than see 
ifaem alone. Miss G^ath^ wbo was then sub-gover^ 
aess to mf daughter^ lived, cercsMolyt iioder the 
same roof mtfa me» Inn she eould not be spaced 
firom her duty ami atteadaaee oq my drnghter. I 
desired lier somedieMs to come down stairs, and 
tead to me, duno^ the lime when I drew or paint* 
ed, but my Lord Cholmondely inlbrmed me fbis 
eould noe be# I then reqiiesned that I might hav^ 
one of my bed-ehaoiber wmncn lo^ live constandyt 
at Carkoit House^ ^ttu I m^t liave her at call 
vltefiever I wanted her ) but 1 was auwered dmt 
k waa not' cusionary, that the attendants of dm 
Koyal Family should lii0^ with them, in town) aa 
that re^iiUt cotddr nor be complied wicb* Butt 
iadependetii of tkis, I never conceived that it wmr 
oflfeaii^e lo. the fiiliiions 4md msnaers o£ thecountry. 
to receime l^mtleidea who mtght eaH upon me iia 4 
OMdmiof, wheeheif tihwd or had im>i any one i^ith 
me f and fcl; never ^occurmd to me to tt^nk that them 
was: either impropriety or indecom v^ ior h^ as thai 
time, nor ia ^ontinuiag the pmcticf aft. Meqtagm 
Hbuie^ Bat this has beeft. cmfiomi tp meraii^ 



81 

visits^ in no private apartiheilts in my house, bilt 
in my drawing-room, where my ladies have at all 
times £i:ee access, and ad they usually take thefr 
juncbeozi^ with me^ incept when they are engaged 
wUi visitors or pursuits of their own, it coiitd but 
rarely occur that I could be left with any gentlemani 
alone for any length tof time, unless there were some- 
thing, in the known and avowed biisine^, which 
inight occasion his waiting upon nle, that would 
fuUjr accodot for the circunUtance« 

I trust your Majesty will excuse the length at 
which I have dwelt upoii this topic* I per^reived, 
, from the examinations^ that it had been miich in« 
quired after, and 1 felt it necessary io represent it 
la its true light* And the candour of yoiir Majes- 
ty^ mind will, i am confident, suggest that thosd 
who are the least cimscious oi intending guilt, are 
.the least suspicious of having it impilted io them \ 
and therefore that they do not think it necessary to 
goard themself^ at every tum^ with witnessed 
-to prove thdr mnocence, fancying their character 
to be sale, as long as their conduct is inndcent, and 
.that guilt will not be imputed tp them frdm actions 
.quite indifferint. 

• The deposition hoUrever of VLu Cole is not con^ 
.fined to my bebg alone with Sir Sidney Smith^^ 
The circumstances in which he observed us toge« 
ther he particularises, and states his opiuion. He 
introduces, indeed, the whole of the evidence by 
saying that I wds too fiuniliar with Sir Sidney Smhh^ 

M 
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but as I trust I am not yet so far degraded as to 
have my character decided by the opinion of Mr. 
Cole, I shall not comment upon that observation. 
He then proceeds to describe the scene which he 
observed on the day when he brought in the sand- 
wiches, which I trust your Majesty did not fail to 
notice, / bad myself ordered to be brought in* 
For there is an obvious insinuation that Sir Sidney 
must have come in through the Park, and that 
ihere was great impropriety in his being alone with 
me. And at least the jiiritness's own story proves, 
whatever impropriety there might be, in this dr* 
cumstance, that I was not conscious of it, nor meant 
to take advantage of his clandestine entry, from the 
Park, to conceal the fact from my' servant's obser- 
vation. For if I had had such consciousness, or 
such meaning, I never could have ordered sand- 
wiches to have been brought in, or any other act to 
have been done, which must have brought myself 
under the notice' of my siervants, while I continued 
in a situation, which I thought improper, and wished 
to conceal. Any of the circumstances of this visr!, 
to which this part of the deposition refers, my me« 
mory does npt enable me in the least degree to par- 
ticularize and recal. Mr« Cole may hav6 seen 
me sitting on the same sofk with Sir Sidney Smith* 
j!Tay> I have no doubt he must have seen me, over 
and over again, tiot only with Sir Sidney Smith, but 
with other gentlemen, sitting upon the same sofa j 
and I trust your Majesty will feel it the har-^^st 
thing imaginable, that I should be called upon to 
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fccotiht what corner of a sah I sat upon four yean 
ago, and how close Sir Sidney Smith was sitting to 
me. I can only soleoinly aver to your Majesty, 
(hat iny conscience supplies me with the fullesr 
means of confidently assuring you, that I never 
permitted Sir Sidney Smith to sit on any sofa with 
me ia any manner, which, in my own judgment was 
jn the slightest degree offensive to the strictest 
propriety and decorum. In the judgment of many 
persons, perhaps, a princess of Wales should at no 
time forget the elevation of her rank, or descend in 
jLoy degree to the familiarities and intimacies of 
private life. Under any circumstances, this would 
be a hard condition to be annexed ti/ her situatioQp 
Under the circumstances, in which it has been my 
misfortune to have lost the necessary suppbrt to 
tb^ dignity and station of a Princess of Wales^ to 
/lave assumed and maintained an unbending dig- 
nity would have been imposdble, and if possible^ 
•could hstrdly have been eicpected from, me. 

After these observations,. Sire, I must now r^ 
quest your Majesty's attention to those written 
declarations which are mentioned in the Report, 
and which I shall never be able sufficiently to thank 
your Majesty for having condecended, in compli- 
jipce with my earnest recjuest, to order to be trans- 
mitted to me. Froqi observations upon those de« 
claratioos themselves, as well as upon comparing 
them with the depositions made before the Com- 
fnissioners, your Majesty will s^e the strongest 
reason for discrediting the t^stimopy of W. Qo\Cf 
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^ well as qther$ of these witnesses whose credit 
stands ifi tl^e opinion of fhe Commissioners so un- 
impeachable. They supply important observa* 
tions, even with respect to that part of Mr. CoIe^s 
evidence which I am now considering, though in 
no degree equal in importance to those which I 
^hall s^fterwards have occasion to notice. 
^ Tour Majesty will please jto observe, that there 
are no less than four different examinations, or de« 
clarationsf of Mr. Cole, They are dated on the 
}lth, 14th, and 30th of January, and on 23rd of 
February. In (hese fout; different declarations he 
twice meption; the ar^umstance of finding ^ir Sid. 
jiey Smith and myself on the sofa, and he mention^ 
it not only |n a different manner, at ^each of those 
fimes» but at bo(h of theiii in a mapner, which ma« 
terially differs from his deposition be/ore the Com- 
missioners, l^ his declaration on the Uth of January^ 
he says that he found us in so famiUar a posture, 
j$s to alarm him very much, which he expressed 
by a start back and a look at the gentleman. 

In that dated on 23d oi February,! bowevef 
(l)eing asked, I suppose as to that which he had 
dared to assert, of the familiar posture which had 
alarmed him so much,) he says, ''there wzinothim 
particular in our dress, position of legs, or arms, 
that was extraordinary ;' he thought it improper 
that a sinjgle gentfeman should be sitting auite close 
to a married lady on the sofa, arid from fbat situa* 

• See Appendix (B) p. 98. - ^ 

• ) Sec Appendix, "(B) p. l0«. 
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tioiiy and f Winer cbservaiions he thought the thing 
improper. In this second accounty therefore^ yoor 
Majesty perceives he was obliged to bring in his 
former obseryation to help out the st|tement, in 
order to account for his having been so shocked 

. with what he saw, as to express his alarm by 
^* starting back/' But unfortunately he accounts 

« for it, as it seeips tp me at least, by the very cir- 
cumstance which would have indue^ him to have 
been less surprised, and consequently less startled 
by what he saw^ for had his lidtrmeir observations 

' been such as he insinuates, he would have been 
prepared the mqr$ to ^expect, and the le$s to be 
surprised at^ what he pretends to have sten. 

But your Majesty will observe, that in his depo« 
sition before the Gommissionersf (recollecting 
perhaps liow s^wkwardly he had accounted for his 
starting in his former declaration,^ he drops his 
starting altogether. Instead of looking at the gen* 
(leman only, he looked ai (is both, that I caught his 
eye, and saw that he noticed the manner in which we 
were sitting, and instead of hjs own starting, or any 
description of the inanner in which he exhibited 
his own feelings, we are represented as both ap- 
*pearing a littk cm^ed. Our (otsfusim as a cir* 
cumstance, which during his four declarations^ 
which he made befoi^e the appointment of tije 
Commissioners, it never once occurred to him to 
recollect. And now be does recollect it, we ap- 
peared, he says, «^ a little, confused."— A little con-, 
fused K^The Princess of Wales detected in a situs^ 

J Ap^dijK ( A.) p. U. 



86 

pGH such «i$ to shock and ahrm her scrvaitty and so 
detected a^ to be sensible of her detecdon^ and so 
conscious of the impropriety of the situation as to 
. exhibit symptoms of confusion ; would not her 
confusion have been extreme ^ would it have been 
so little aa to h?ve slipped the memory of the wit* 
ness who observed it, iiuring his iirst knxr deda- 
rationsi and tt last to be recalled to his recolJectiQii 
in such a mfinner as to be represented in the faint 
aqd feeble way, in which he here describes it. 

What weight your Majesty will scribe to these 
differences in the accoynts given by this wimess, I 
cannot pretend to say. But I am ready to confess 
that> probably^ if there w^ nothing stronger of 
the same kind tp be observed^ in other parts of his 
testimony, the inference which would be jdrawn 
irom them, would depend very piuch upon th^ 
ppinson previously entertained of (he witness* To 
me, who know many parts of his t^timony to be 
absolutely false, and alt .the colouring given to it to 
be wholly from his own wicked and malicious iur 
yention, it appears pk^n, that thes^ differences in 
^s representations, are the pnsteady, awkward* 
shuffies and prevarications of falsehood. To those* 
\{ there . are any such, who from preconceived j^^ 
judices in bis favour, or from any other circumstan^ 
f es, thiok tbfu his veracity is free from ail suspi* 
fion, satisfactory means of refionciling them may 
possibly occur. Put before I hftve left Mr. Cole's 
fxaminaiions, your Majesty will find that they 
will have much more to account for, and ^lucl) 
inore to ]feconci|c, 
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Mr. Cole's examination before the Coinfni88ion« 
irs goes on thus :— '^ *A short time before this, 
^ «^ one night abonc twelve o'cloek, I saw a man go 
^^into the house from the Park, wrapt up in a 
*^ great coat. I did not gite any abrm^ for the 
^< impression on my imnd' was, that it was not 
<«i thief.'' When I read this passage. Sire, I 
could hardly believe my eyes ; when I found such a 
!act left in tins dark state, withbut any further ex- 
})Ianation, or without a trace in the examination of 
any attempt to get it further explained. How he 
got this impression on his mind, that this was not 
a thief? "Wliom he believed it to be? What part 
of the house he saw him enter? If the drawing- 
room, or any part whidi I usually occupy, who 
was 'there at the time? Whether l was there? 
Whether alone, or with my Ladies ? or with other 
compady ? Whether he told any body of the cir- 
tumstance at the time ? or how long after ? Whom 
lie told? Whether any inquiries were made itfi 
consequence ? These, and a thousand other ques- 
tions, with a view to have penetrated into the mys- 
tery of this strange story, and to have tried the 
credit of this witness, would, I should have thought, 
have occurred to any one ; but certainly must have 
occurred to persons so experienced, and so able 
in the examination' of facts, and the trying of the 
credit of witnesses, as the two learned Lords un- 
questionably are, whom Tour Majesty took care 

• 
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to have introdoccd ^nto this Ck^itimission^ Tbey 
never cotild have permitted these unexplained^ and 
unsifted, aints. and in^naations to have had the 
weight and eflF^ of proof— But, ^Unfortunately foi 
me, the duties, probably, of their respective situ* 
atioA prevented their attendance on the exaoiina- 
don of this, and on the first examination of anothes 
most important ^ness, Mr. Robert Bidgood— 
and surely your Majesty will permit me here, wit^ 
out oflFeiice, to comphdn, that it is not a little Kard, 
that, when your Majesty had shewn your anxiety 
to have l^l accuracy, and legal experience as»st 
on this examination, the two xnost important wit- 
nesses, in whose examinations there is more mat- 
ter for un&vourable interpretation, than in all the 
rest put togedier, should have been examined with- 
out the benefit of this accuracy, and this experience. 
And I am the better jitttified in making this obser- 
ration, if what has been suggested to me is correct ; 
that, if it shall i»ot be allowed that the power of ad- 
ministering an oath under this wivrant or commis- 
sion is qiiestiofiable, yet it can hardly be -doubted, 
that it is most questionable whether, according to 
the terms or meaning of the warrant or commission, 
as it con^tuies no quorumj Lord Spencer apd 
Lord Grenville could administer an oath, or s^c in 
the absence of the other Lords ; and if they coujd 
not, Mr. Cole's falsehood must be out of the reach 
of punishment. 

Returning then from this digression, will Yoor 
Majesty permit me to ask, whether I am to under* 
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stand this fact, respecting the man in a great coat» 
to be one of those which must necessarily give oc^ 
casion to the moit nniaronrable interpretations f 
which must b^ credited till decidedly coiitradicted i 
&n3 which if true, deserves the mpst serious const 
deration? The unfavourable interpretations ^hich 
this lact may occasion, dodbtless are» that this 
tnan was either Sir l^idney Smith, oir some othet 
paramour y who was admitted hf mi into my housfe 
in disguise at midnight,, for the accomj>1ishment cf 
my wicked and adulterods purposes. And is it 
possible that your Majesty, is it possible that any 
candid mind can believe this fiict, with the mi^ 
fiivourabie intertHretations tirhich it ocCiislons» od 
the relation of a servant, who for all tha^ appears, 
mentions it for the first tinie, fottr years after th6 
etent took phcej and who ^ites, hioiself, this 
picture of his honesty and fidelity to a master, 
whom he has seiVed so k>ng, that he, whose nerves 
are of so moral a firamd, thalt he starts it seeing A 
single man sitting at mid-day, in an dpen drawing* 
room, on the sanle sofa, with a married woman^ 
permitted this disgtused teidnight addlteTer, to ap^ 
proach his masier^s t)ed, withottt faking siny notice, 
without making any sQarm, without oBSaing any 
]ttterrdptioil« And why ? because (as be expressly 
states) he did not believe him to l)e a thief: and 
because (as he plainly insinuates) he did believ« 
him to be an adulterer. 
But what makes the nmritt^ in which the Conn 
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missioners suffered this fact to remain so unet- 
plained^ the more extraordinary is this ; Mr. Cole 
had in his original declaration of the* 11th of Ja- 
nuary, vfhich ^as before the Commissioners, stated 
*^ that one night, about twelve o^clock, be saw a 
person wrapped up in a great coat, go across the 
Park into ^ the gate at the Green House, and he 
verily believes it was Sir Sidney Smith.'' In his de« 
daration then, (when he was not upon oath) be 
ventures to state, ** that he verily believes it was 
Sir Sidney Smith.'^ When he is upon his oath, ill 
bis depositions before the Commissioners, all thai 
he ventures to swear is, ^* that he gave no alarm^ 
because the impression upon his mind was, that it 
was not a thief !!*' And the difference ig most itd^ 
poriant^ . ** The impression upon his mind was, 
that it wa? not a thief ! ! I believe him, and the 
|mpregsion Upon my mind too is, that be inew k 
was not a thief-^Tbat he knew who it was— and 
that he knew it was no other than my watchman. 
What incident it is that he alludes to, I cannot pre* 
tend to know. But this I know, that if it refers to 
any man with whose proceedings I have the least 
acquaintance or privity, it must have been m^ 
watchman } who, if he executes my orders, nightly, 
and often in the night goes his rounds, both inside 
gnd outside of my house. . And this circumstance, 
which I should think would rather afford, to most 
jQinds, all inference that I was not preparing the 
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way of planning fecitities for secret midnight assign 
nations, has, in my conscience, I beKeve, (if there 
16 one word of truth in any part of this $tory, and 
the whole of it is not pure invention) aflforded the 
handle, and suggested the idea, to this honest, trusty 
man, tjiis witness^ ^^ who catmot be suspected of 
any un&vourable bias,^ *' whose veracity in that 
?espect the G^mmissioners saw no ground to qiu»« 
tion,'' and ** who must be credited till he receifed 
decided contradiction,** suggested, I ^ay^ the idea 
of the dark and yite insinuation contained in this 
part of his testiu^ony. 

Whether I am right or wrong, however, in tint 
conjecture, this appears to be evident, that his ex- 
amination is so left, that, supposing an mdictment 
for perjury or false swearing, would l}e against any 
witness, examined by the Commissioners, and stip- 
posing tl)is examination had been taken before t^e 
whole four.-r If Mr. Co)e was indicted for perjury, 
$n respect to this part of his deposition, the proof 
that he d|d see the watchman, would necessarily 
acquit him } would establish the truth of what he 
said, and rescue him from the punishment of per- 
iuty, though it would at the same time prove the 
falsehood anid injustice of the inference^ and the 
insinuation, for the establbhment of which alone, 
the f4Ct itself was sworn. 

Mr. Cole chooses further to state, that he as- 
cribes his removal from Montage House tp Lon* 
don, to the discovery he had made, and the notice 
l^e ^ad tak^n of the improper situation gf Sir Sid* 
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piy Sfpith with me ypoQ the so&u To this I can 
oppose Ijttl^ mof e th^n my own assertions, as mj 
fliptives Q^^ QjAj be |^iqwn to myself.-«*But Mr. 
pole was a very cllsagreeable servant to me; he 
was a fpan, w}io, as I fJways ^oncdyed, had been 
educated above h|s. statiop. He talked French^ 
^4 l'^ ^ musician, playing weP on the violin.*-^ 
By these qualifications he had got admitted occasi« 
Ql^y^ in(o better company, and this probably led 
{o that fofwai'd ^nd obtrusive fc^duct. which I 
thought extremely offensive and impertment in a 
^vant. I had lopg beei^ extremely displeased with 
him; I had discovered, that when I went out he 
would .come into my drawing-room, and play on 
my faa^ichqrd, of sit th^re readine my books ;— 
and, in shoi^ the.re was a forwardness which Vould 
]iave led to iny absolutely discharging him a long 
tune before, if ( had not made a sort of mile to mv« 
sel^ to forbear, as lon^ as possibly, ^om removing 
any servant who hs^d been olaced about tpe by his 
lloyat Highness — l^fpre Mr. Cole lived with thi^ 
^rince» he had lived with the t)uke of Devon* 
shire, and I had reason to believe that he carried to 
pevonshire House all the observations he could 
make at mine* For these various reasons, just 
before the Duke of Kent was about to to out of 
{he kingdom, I requested his Royal Highness the 
Puke of Kent, wiio had been good enough to take 
the trouble of arranging many particulars in my 
establishment, to make the arrangements with re^ 
spect to Mr. Cole ; which Vas'to leave him in towii 
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to vail tipon me only i^hen I vent *to Garltoxr 
House, and not to come to Montague House ezi^ 
cepc vheo spectaily required. This arrangement, 
it seems, offended him. It certaihl j deprived faiw 
of some perquisites vhich he had when living at 
Biackheath ; but upon the whole, ar it left faim so 
nuch more of his nme at his own disposal, I should 
not have thought it had been much to his preju*- 
dice. It seems^ however, that he did not like it | 
and I must leave this part of the case with this one 
obsetvadon more— •That Tour Majesty, I trnst^^ 
viil hardly believe, that, if Mr. Cole had, by any 
accident, discovered any impfoper conduct ol 
mine, towards Sir Sidney Smith, or any one else, 
the way which I should have taken to suppress faisf 
information, to close his mouthy would* have been 
|>y inunediately adopting an arrangement in my 
fi^ly, with regard to him, which was either pntr 
judicial or disa^eeable to him ; or that ttie way to 
remove him from the opportunity and the tempta^ 
tion of betraying my ' secret, whether through 
levity or design, in the quarter wh^e it would be 
most fatal to me that it should be known, was bf 
fpaking an arrangement which, while all his re- 
Bditqient an4 anger were fresh and warm about 
bim, would place him frequently, nay, almbst 
dailyt at Carlton House ; would plsice ^im predstly 
at that place, from whence, unquestionably, it must 
have been my faiterest to have kept him as far rte* 
moyed^ as possible. 
There is Ifttle or nothing in the examinations of 
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tht ochAr ^toesits wUch is mat^l Cor me to oth 
serve iipoo» as &r ans rospects this fart of the case^ 
It appears £rom them indeed, vhat I have had no 
dUBitvity in admititingi and have observed upon 
before* that Sir Sidney Smith was frequently at 
Motttagoe Honse-^tbai they have known him to 
be aknii wi|h ipe in the mormogi but that theyr 
neter knew him alone wilh me in an evening, or 
^^ing kter than my company or the I^adies— for 
wbat Mr. Stikeman says, with reipea to h|s being 
abae with me it^ an evening, can only meao^ and 
is only reeoQfileable with aU the rest fiihf^ evi* 
^ce on. this part of the ease^ by its i^etng uBder* 
florid to mean aloi^e, in respeqt of other company» 
bok not idone^ in the tbsenee of my Ladies. ThiO 
Aepositioii mdeed of my servant, S, Roberts, ii 
thus for sMiMiid opm ihat^point, that it exhibit* 
Ma. Gote, not kss than three years agQ» endesi^ 
tonrmg to collect evidence ^fm these points to my 
prejudice. For Your Ma|^y m\\ (ind th^ b« 
s^, •* I recoliwt Mr- Cole^ once asking jn^ I 
•*thmk thi»e years ^gp^ whetl\er there were any 
f « jTavoaritea in ihc fiwnily* 1 remeifther saying 
f * ^hat Captain Manby a^d Sir Sidney Simicl^ wer^ 
•« frequondy ^ Stfack^th^ and din^d there oftei^pr 
•* than o^er persons/* ^Je then proceeds-?'" I .net 
•> itT knew ,Sir Sidney Smith s^ay later than the 
^^Ijsdksv 1 cannot ex^^tly say at what tim^^b^ 
*^waiit, but I never rem/e^nber his staying ^l^ae 
^* with the Priiy:ess.** 
As to what is Contained in the virritten d^cUr^* 
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tioiu of Mr. dtid Mrsi Lampen, ttie old setiTMb 
of Sir John and Lady Douglas (as from aonie dr^ 
cuiHstance or other respecdng, ! coscei^ eichof 
their credit or ' their sttpposed iiiiportanee)^ die 
Commis^oners have not tboilght proper to eaa* 
mine them upon thar oaths,* Tdo not imagiac 
Your Majesty would expect that I should tdce any 
notice of ihem. . And as to wfaitt is deposed by tfvf 
Lady Doughs^ If your Majesty irfU observe ^m 
gross and horrid indecencies with which she osheca 
In, and states my confiessi^ms to faer^ of my asserti^ 
ed criminal intercourse with Sir Sidney Smitb^ 
Tour Majeityi I am jcpnfidenr, will not be sm^ 
prised that 1 do not descend fo my puticutar ob* 
servations on her depositiom-^OnOt and on« only 
observation will I make, which, hoirever, could 
not have escaped Your Majesty, If I had omitted 
tt.— That ytfur Majesty will have an excellent por^ 
traitute of the true femsde delicacy and pmrity of 
my X.ady l)o^1a8^6 mind and character^ when jm% 
will bbserve that she seems whoHy fasensiUe to 
what a sink of infamy slie degrades herself by her 
testimony against me. It is not only that it ap^^^ 
pears, from her statement, that she was contentod 
to tive» in familiarity and apparent fHendship widi 
ne, after the confession which I made of my adid- 
tery (for by the indulgence and ISberaKty, as it ia 
called, of modern manners, the company of ndtti^ 
tresses has ceased to reflect that discredit upon the 
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cbantteA'of other wonenwho admit of their m^ 
cietf , which the best inteiests of female virtue maj 
perhaps require.) But she was conteoted to Uve in 
famitiarity with a woman, who^ if Lpdjr ttouglas 's 
evidence of me is true, was a most low, vuigps;, 
and profl^ate difgrace to her sex* The grotsneas 
of whose ideas and conversadotf, . would add io* 
iamy to the lowtet, most vulgau-, and most in&- 
motts prostitute* It is. not, however, . upon this 
circumstance, that I rest assured no reliance can 
be irfaced <m Lady Douglas's testimony ; but aft^ 
whit is proved, with regard to her evidence re- 
specting my pregnancy and delivery in 1 803, 1 aqA 
certaia that any observations upon her testimony, 
or her veracity must be flung away. 

Your Majesty has therefore now before you the 
state of the charge against me^ as far a^ it respects 
Six Sidney Smith, ^nd this is, as I understand, 
the Report, one of the charges wbUh^ vntb iu wh 
fiwuraNe inierpretatims^ murt^ im tie ofinhn ^ 
the, Ommnmett^ he credited till deddedfy eon^ 
tradkied* 

* 

As to the facts of frequent visitmg on terms of 
great intimacy^ as I have said before, they cannot 
be contradicted at all. How inferences and un« 
fiivourable interpretations are to be decidedly con* 
tradicted, I vrisb the Commissioners had been so 
good as^to ejqdain* I know of no possible way 
but by the declarations of myself and Sir Sidney 
Smith* Tet we being the supposed guilty parties, 
our denial, probably, will be thought of no great. 
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nciglit. Ab to .my own, howercr, I tttder it to 
your Mijcsty, in the most siriMm manner, and if 
I knovowktt £iet it v«s dnt I ought io contradict^ 
to dear mf^ innooence, I would precisely address 
asjadf to that feet, as I am confident, mqr oon* 
aoieBBe #oiild enable me to do, to «iy,' from which 
acrnnmator an.aBbeoomittg imcrferenoe coujkl he 
4ntwsb i-am suie, however, *y our Majesty urill 
fcel fort the .hiifniliated and degraded situation^ to 
which this re^rt hae > redooed your Danghter-in* 
laffr, the. PiJMess *of WsAes; when -you see her 
redooedtothe nec^sityrof citiiervriskfaig the dan« 
grt*, . that the mosk unfiivoorable interpretatfons 
diould he credited } pr else <tf stating, as I am now 
degraded to the neeessiiyiof stating, that not only 
no adokerom, or criminali but no indecent or im« 
proper intercoune whatever, ever subsisted be- 
tween Sir Sidney Smith and myself, or any thing 
which I should hare objected jdiat all the WMld 
shoirid have seen* I say degraded to the necessity 
of stating it; for yoar Biajesty must feel diat a 
woman's charaaor is degraded when ii is put upon 
bar to make such sutement, at the peril > of the 
conkrary being credited unless she decidedly con- 
tradicts it; Sir Sidney Smith's absence from the 
country prevents my caUiit^ upon him to attest 
the same troth. But I trust when your Mq'esty 
shaH find, as yoa will find, that my decUmtion to 
a shnilar effect, with respect to the. other gentle* 

O 
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mrn rQ&ir««4 to iit this. R«(»oM» r^ts eotpfirmod .faf 
tibelr 4«Mil» that yoof Allijest]? .w'Al tjmk iMfcia 
^rcasr* wbeie aotbiog i»iik tmf msawonl^.Qn; fca 
iddnttd, VKf onra votd alooci «uqr be qppMwl w 
what^MT Uttdb nmiaiM. of credit or v^ght m^i, 
a6tf «U:^ above fib%o!vattoiia» Jte rappoM* ^por-w 
iMloBg to Ms. QsxW to hm iaSmoKo^ hit mannis 
lipos,, Qir Us £icti. ' Not. iod^ that I iham *ft» 
6»i$hod m|r ofcwcTaiibns oa Bin Goh^a eradki bun 
I. iQ«9t rasttva. die , jxmaindmt^ tttt L conndtf. Iiii 
«vide(Me mtk iC8pec( tii Mn 'LaancKt ; . ud , tUI 
I httre occfwA CDiMMniiit iqxm tJbe teadniflnjr .o£ 
FsMi; Uo><i« TThnt kifaad i ahall be wider dw 
9W4S9it]r . of ^xhihilinfs tib :]K>»r Mqssiy . tbe« 
^iN^Wtti JFwny Uoyxl.aiul^ Mt^ Gafe^ (jhotb 06 
^^in MO!. mpreMPted. ^ m .omhbsscdy . aniL. ui 
CJ^illkO IB int,; 4ocisuw^ oiidiraoMKtleaUe,..c|m^ 
tTJiflM^iw^ta each otheb 

Thf Mut penofli^ wkb ichont my iaprc^et ift^ 
tMwajF isi iaainuaced^ ir Mr. La#reiKX tho paiaer*.. 

Vbi^.ptiodpaikiwit^essoMi tUo. charge is afaoMfv- 
Q^k. BCr*. B^ B^ood aayjsL aotfaing about, idm,. 
Firtm^ Likiyd aaiy^. aothing afaoit hkfe; aodialbtfaw 
MffSk. Lisk aays ia per£Bcti)ii tms^ and Lasi nciditfr 
ahk, not .feel: iatorested, to coMradktit,. ^^fChat 
slio' oeoieiBbers oi|l siuing co/ Ma. Lawrentr ibr 
my. picture, air Bfackhsatfa; aadtjin.Loadoiiif.that' 
At ios.hsfk ibe at ba^hQUse in toiwia with fa&in: tet 
she thinks. Mrs. Fitzgesald wasimth us.; and. dbaD 
she thinks I sat alone with him at Blackheath/' But 
Mr. Cole speaks of Mr. Lawrence ia a manner that 
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lasrioice che paiAfidr ose^ to go to Montigue 
tioasealMit v^be laeier imdof 1801 ^ when li« WM 
fsattittgihe Proiccss^ ^»d he has slept In «he hbcist 
firoiorthnit nights togcth^^ I ha^e oftttli Meft 
hflB alone t^itit Ike FriMi9M at 11 ,0M 2 o'cldcb at 
aigbt. Hi haa been there as hfc is tdnf and ttut^ 
d^clock 'in the mtAningb One AigKt 1 ^w i4m 
vM .Afe JMntm in ibe Blm R^m^ efier tht 
UAm had retiniL Sme tim AfUhvisirdi^ \jotieh 
I tuffoad Ar bad gms H bh t^onu^ f nvetit tc iei 
lUt ail wm A^iiv Md t fiund tifi Bike ^Mfi 
dm tocKed^ mid bmtd d iAi^irkig in k; Md I 
mem amjp^ Here, again; yo« Miatjesfy ob>^ 
•erves, iiiat^ Mr. Oole daals his dtadttest Mowa 
agninst my 'Cfaatfacter \ff Inshiaaftion. Afid \Mt^ 
agahiy hia iaaaiaBitJDn is \dk unsifted ini unte* 
piaioedi i ham pndrrttand bitn to iniinmte ^vt^ 
though ha soj^naed Mr. Laivrened to \ayk (^Me 
to Mt ropm^ ha tvas stiU where hA &sul said he 
lasl Jkft Man ; and that the Iwked dool: ^wttiu 
ed him from s^sesng «ie and Mr. Latrrene^ aloMtf 
tQKQiehcd-^ whose w Ws p et h ig, hdwerer^ b€f net^ 

wiilMlanilmgf ovierhcardf 

Before^ Sviti i come ta my own eitplanatipn of 
tb^:J^ of Mr*. lawfcnce's ^^«g at VLotx^€ 
Hottitfy I fmnt agaiB i^efsr to Mr. Cole's origin^ 
doelatatnia. I naat agaAa exkniine Mr. Cole, 
agMHt Mr. Gale: which I ctiditot help hnheni^g 
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ir does not seem to htve occurred to othert to 
haire done ; as I am persuaded if it had, Iw pre- 
varications, and his falsdiood, could acvo' bare 
escaped them. They would then have been able ao 
have traced, as your Majesty will now 4is tbioogh 
my observations, by what degrees he hardened 
himself up ta the in£uny (for I can use no .other 
expression) of stating this facfi by #hich he 
means to insinuate that he h^ard me and Mr. 
Lawrence, lock:ed up in this Bhie Room, whis- 
pering together, and alone* I am sorry to be 
obliged to drag your Majesty through so kmg a 
detail; but I am confident your Majesty^ good* 
ness, and love of justice, will excusi it, as it is 
essential to the vindication of my character^ aa 
veil as to the . illustration of Mr« Gole'e. 

Mr* Cole's examination, as oantamed m his first 
^itten declaration of the 1 1th of ^oary, bit no*. 
thing of thi8« • I mean not to say that it has nothing 
concerning Mr. Lawrence, for it has much, which is 
calculated to occasion unfavourable interpretations,^ 
and given with a view to that object. But that 
circumstance, as I subjquit to your Bfajesty, increa- 
ses the weight of my observaiion. Ha4 there t>eei^ 
xH>thtng in hi$ fifst declaration ahoul Mr. Lawrence 
at all, it might have been imagined that perhaps 
Ht. Lawrence escaped bis i^eooUe^tion altog^er ; 
or that his declaration had been solely directed to 
other persons ; ^ut as it does contam observations 
respecting Mr. L^wre^ce, but nothing of a locked 
door, or the wbisp^ing w^hiq it ; — hflm he happened 
at that time not to recollect^ or if he recoll^cte^l 
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QOtto-iBe&tioii, sovtry stiikitig aid refntirftiMe tf 
cirQiBMiatice is not, I slk>u}d' imagine, verjf satisfac- 
torily lo be explained. His smtiimeht in that* 
SNcdeelavitieii staadsdhiiS) ^In lispK* Lawrence 
^the -{Nfiiiief mu ai M^Mitagoe House^ .for fouif 
^:or five days -at a time, painting the hinoess^af 
f^jttctore. lliat be was frequently alone late in 
'* tbe aight with the Princess, and much suspicion 
^ was entertafaied of .hinu'^ Mr« CoIe^s next tde? 
elafaimi,;at least the next which appears among the' 
wfjttea declarations, • was taken on the 14th of Ja? 
naary } it doea not mestflon Mr. Lawrence's natae, 
but it has this passage, f^ When Mr. Oole found 
theidrawing'-room, which led to the staircase to. the 
Erinccss's apartments^ locked (which your Mi^esty 
knows is tbe same which the witnesses ctll the 
Bhiei^Room^rlie /ipes not know whether tnj person 
ymB With hor; iMic it appeared odd. to him, as he 
had fimsed ipome suspicions*'^ The striking* and 
important observadon on this pMsage is, that whei| 
hefint talks of the door of the drawing-room being 
lodttd, so hx from his mentionbg any thing of 
viidipiru^ bmg ofuerbeatdj be expressly says, that 
he did not know that any body, was wit& me. ' The 
passage is Ukewise desendng your Maj^ty's moat 
s^'ious cbnsideratkm on aooth^ ground; Yot it is 
oQfi of those which shews that Mr. Cole, though we 
have four . separate declarations made by him, has 
^^rtajnly made other statements which b)?e not 

• i^ Ap|>ettdi^ (B.) p, 1(X^ t Ai9€9<lh( (B.) p- IfK^ 






having fo w4 th« ^r^wing-rpom door jiKrlwd^ Md 
HP^ trfUM ^f , «u^ ^ (tate^wt, j$ di^ciiyfenible in did 

fd (^ ap^ I k^n ao doubt: that» in 4»bedwiice t^ 
y^ur ^^A$Q;'s Q(mw^4» I h»^. att. length been 
6jpij(^>ed mth tb§ wbol«. . I dDa*t fc^QW, indcody 
tbii( it should b« flatter of oMnpiauit from vm, tbat- 
yourMdje^ty has ffot b^eft faiwshfidJivJlh att Ae< 
fisxem^nu pf .Mr« CQle, beniiee from the aas^i.- 
see pf thea^ IcWMt mf^^e that any .of thou. 
fDpuld have iuffiUbed any thiDg ^Toun^lt io mc^ 
^KCept ipiiwi that thelf ti^ht have iamitlMi nm 
mth fr^^b. loeaoa of cotUiadictiiig^ kiai 1^ Idmsd^ 
But your Mi^ty viU sae that thew have besii. 
pthi^ Mat^afiwta 00* cDnaumcatad^ &cxraaDMawit 
o( .i¥hich botli ypua Ofti^ty and 1^ have reuon tv 
cpq^plaifU 8m U may be oiit of ita plaee friitbv^ 
t9^ potioei tb^t %:t at i^aieatt 

'Xq retiia^^ therefore to Mc« Cok ;-^ his tfaini* 
df^laratioa 4ite4 the aodi of January^ there is vat 
iL.v^rd about Mr..(*aarreMe^ la Ua fconb aad- 
|ast». S ^hich ia dated ottthe 2ad of Fabraary, h$ 
says ^* the person wha aaa akmc with tha bdy ai 
late hojursof the nigh^ (ti^df e aad ooe o'alodt>> 
aod whom be left siltiag upaficf he warn 03 bed^ 
.MTAs Mr. Lawreace,. ^hich happened cw» diflhr* 
jeitf aigbts«** Here: is. likewise aaother: trace of 
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person is mendoned! before * in a«y that I ftaie beeA> 

;ToiirJtfiijeftjrdMftbei'eobierM8 dntt^ after tef^ 
i^r gieta eviddMer^iii tm oS bm ^tedlarefiottty m« 
ipeodbg Mr^ Lanreenidb by »uae» in wilipb/ Imwik 
tions- iMfhbg of betted ^Mrs, inil:aiiec liafiig, ia 
another dedaradon, given an accottii'iff ailedbdifr 
Aoiir, burekpreNfy HkwlUittrliekiuwiiot «riietiier 
MfUM Hm^iMk wt mtKm it^ anS) aid notidng^ 
abtftit mlAsp^r^ Mtkg emrbetfd^bM iaqiliidify 

GeMibitttoam^ he ^acs all' diew iimigs< ibgerinv 
ami^UH^Ae^ftMdibMd.ii'addw itkmniMTMatk^ 
ble ar cUi ayi iM ct, ^ieb eMM nbt temrettapeiMite 
Mec^e^oii^ teite ihfiy if it tedbeeHtro^ «« of kit 
^tevttHf ^^11 dM^sMte^tfifbi^ip tfM:bi^ 
^anii*iMl-« SMtvMOe '4ltow^ jftM^tbb' Miee/i 
^IfMeMftie^ (Mnta^^igaiaf fo^die room whai 
^'Adu^^ Mh Laf^resiee 'tamt^ liate^ b^eii «r^ 
«''amlfr6udd^dl« do#r1ddMidifii4 faisirdtihe 
^'pferib^i^^ and <hai agaii»^lM gWei laotbo^ kii 
Miice^f bat lian«fy<^ Mid'tipQd'ifiieisame'p 
on#ltitEfiber6dc na^otice^ttf^btf^iniBiv the great 
coat, 'He HSiiAi die ^i06r feiek^,' htzfu die 'triiiiperi>i 
ing; addf tttenf He lilemiy aad^ cdtiteiiieAy te^nm^ ' 
i^nd thb witness, who d^MOMt emtf variMbeldei 
testxiaiony» Irttt 6dmmSiii8^ MbiMlf iv sudi liii|ter« 
taM pOTienhrsy isf tAtf tf f dyoat «rtM> cannot b* iiia«r 
petted of' ofttfaYOttnMb bias, sutd whwe vtihehytec^ 
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tO'be queBtioiied, nd iHtoac fividcnce. miigt ba 
dre^ed.ifli.d)8cidd]r cantradicted; - 

These observmtions might probablf be decteed 
suffidcfii* ypon Mr; Gble's depootien^ as £»* as it 
Respects Mr. Xjtwreilce ; bat l.cumtit be sattsfie«f 
ivitkii»ut okphuning/toyoai^ Majesty* ^ali the troths 
and tite : )>artkuk», res^ttuig Mr. Lawteace/ 
vhidi I Tet»lkcat% i; 

Vlhm I reooUeiMliQniisIwzfollclfPS^T He.bej^ a 
large pictui'e. df iine*: mi of fipiy lighter tovards* 
the latter iead. of the year 180&; qr ^ be^qp^i^ 
of i9ai.:vMi8S Garth aikd iMis^ HiynAtt were in the 
btntke with me.ac die itime* The {ucturo was pmt^ 
ed kt Montague ifonae; Mr. Laltr^Ce Ojeatioaed 
to Miss .HaymaA ;hts Irish io ba ^peraibiied tq rc^ 
madasoQieiew Bighi4.in::tl)e hoii49» .that by rising 
earlyf he miglht bc|i|inxpasilttbg:.oa' th$; picture, jbfe- 
foivJPrisdesk Gharbtte (whdi^ rf«id«QC|S.i}^mg at 
that itiihe at Sfaooter'a. Htt) 9W enabled tq - come% 
e^yv) lonmysdfy came.Jbo :fiti . It ws^sTa similar re* 
quest' to thak. which bad btiea.mad^ by ^ William^ 
Beechyi < when he paifttod my pv^re. . Atid. 1 was. 
seiunble pf no impropii^ty ^hfn I gra^osd^the re*-. 
quest to either of themjr. Hu LsHvren^e cip^ani^ 
the same room which had been oocuided. by sjr 
WiUiaalt Beechy ;-*-it was at the other end of 'the 
house from my apsif tpenr. 
- At. thai time Mr. L^wrenoe ^d^ n^t dine with 
me^ his dinner wa$ %ervQd inhiso^n room;---A^er. 
dinner Jbc came down, to the rooaii. whcj<g lan^^v^ 
Ladies generally sat in an evening---$ometimeai 
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there was imuiCy ia which he joised» aad some« 

times he read poetry. . Parts of Shakespeare's 

plays I paiticolarly remember^ from his reading 

them very well; aad sometimes he played chess 

with me. It frequently may have happened that 

it was one or two o'clock before J dismissed Mr. 

Lawrence and my Ladies. They, together with 

Mr. Lawrence, went out of the same door, up 

the same stair-case, and at the same time.^ Ac« 

cording to my own recollection I should have said 

that in no one instance^ they had left Mr. Law- 

rence^ behind them, alone with me. — ^But I suppose' 

it did happen once for a short time, smce Mr. 

Lawrence so recollects it, as your Majesty will 

percdve from his deposition, which I annex. He 

^taid in my house two or three nights together : 

but how many nights in the whole, I. do not re« 

collect. The picture left my house by April, 1801^ 

and Mr. Lawrence never slept in my. hotiseiafter* 

wards. That picture now belongs to Lady Towns* 

end. He has since completed another [ncture of 

me}, and about a year and a half ago, he begpa 

another, which remams at present unfintdied. I 

believe it is near a twelve month since I last sat to 

him. 

Mr. Lawrence lives upon a footmg of the greats 
est intimacy with the neighbouring families of Afr. 
LQck and Mr. Angerstdn ; and I have asked bim 
sometimes to dine with me to mett thenu Whil^ 
I was sitting to him at my pwn house, I have no 
dou^t I must often have sat to him alone | as the 
. ■ ' P - -^ • 



necessity for the precaution of having an attendant 
a$ a witness to protect my honour from suspicion, 
certainly never occurred to me. And upon the 
s^me principle, I do not doubt that I may have 
sixnetimes continued in conversation with hint 
aYter he had finished painting. But wken. Acting 
tzi.his own hou$e» I have always been attended 
with one of my ladies,— And indeed nothing m the 
e^minations state the contrary. One part of 
Mra.r Lisle^s examination seems as if she had a 
question put to her, upon the supposkion that 
I bad been left alone with Mr. Lawrence at his own 
h^^e; to which she answers, that she indeed had 
Igft me there, but thar she thhiks she left Mrs. 
Fitzgerald with me. 

If , an inference of an unfavourable nature could 
have; been drawn from my having been left there 
alone :r-wa$ it. Sire, taking all that care which 
n^ght be, wished, to guard agamst such an infer- 
ence on the part of the Commissioners, when they 
qpittgi to send for Mrs, Fitzgerald to ascertain 
what Mrs« l.isle may have left in doubt. The Com- 
ipissioners, I. give them the fullest credit were sa- 
tisfied, that Mrs. Lisle thought correctly upon this 
^t, and that Mrs. Fitzgerald, if she bad been sent 
^again^ would so have proyed it, and therefore 
t|iat it would have been troubling, her to nopur«^ 
gose. But this it is^ of which I ^anceivp myself to 
I^ye piosi reason to complain ; that the examina« 
tions in several instances bava 4iot beeti followed 
up SO as to remove unravourable impressions. 
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I cannot but feel satisfied diat the commissioners 
vrould have been glad to have been warriikedifi 
negativing all criminality, and all suspicion on'ferk 
part of the charge, as corofdetety arid hcmoiiinilAf 
as they have tione on the principal charges oi pH^ 
nancy and delivery. They traced thai paft of iht 
charge with ability, sagacity, dili^ehce^ and p^l^ 
severance ; and the result was complete satisficfiift 
of my innocence ; cbmplete detection of tRe -ftilse- 
hood of my accusers. Encouraged by their s«Kxkfil 
in that part of their inquiry, I lament tiizi they^'dii 
not, (as they thought proper to enter into the olhi* 
part of it at all,) with similar industry pursue k\ * -IF 
they had, 1 am confident they would have pumidfl 
it with the same success; but though they hadxoh^ 
victed Sir John and Lady Doughs of falsehodt^ 
fhey seem to have thought it impossiMe i9 susped 
of the same falsehood, any other of the witne^es^ 
though produced by Sir John and Xady DouglaA 
The most obvious means therefore of tifyirig^^ tha^ 
credit, by comparing their evidence with whkt tl^ 
had said before, seems to me to have been'octi^tted. 
Many facts are left upon surmise only and itsiiiua* 
tion ; obvious means of getting further inlbrthatioa 
on doubtful and suspicious circumstances' aire n<jf 
resorted to ; and, as if the important matter of the 
inquiry (on which a satisfactory conclusion hact 
been formed) was all that required any veryatfen^ 
tive or accurate consideration ; the remaind^ of ir 
was pursued in a manner which, as it teems fo me^ 
ckn only be accounted for by the preasnre of viHH^ 
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nuy faav« been deemed more important duticsr-^ 
and' of this I should have made but little com* 
plaint, if this inquiry, where it is imperfect had 
not been foUoved by a Rtpott, which the most 
iicpur^ite only could have justified^ and which 
Mich 9flk: ^curate inquiry^ | am concept, never 
lK>ald haye produced. 

If any fxe^t w;is giveQ to Mr. Cole*s story of 
the Ipcked door, and the i^hispering i axi4 to B(r« 
|(awrenc^ having been left with fpe so frequently 
9I a nigh( ifi^qi my Ladies had left us, ^hy were 
not s|U my ladies e^^ned f wl^y were qot all my 
servants e^pmined as to then: kx|owledgc pf tlfat 
fyct ? And if they h^d been so ej^amined, and had 
pontradicted the f^ct so sworn to by Mr. Cole, as 
they mx\^t have done, h^d they been eicamined to it; 
that alone would have been sufficient to have re« 
inoved 1^ name firoffi the list of yh$uspect(3d and 
^quest|ona)bl^ wimesses, aid rel^ev^ me firom 
much pf thp susfHcion, which his evidence, till it 
was 'examined, was calculated to have raised in yom* 
Majesty's mind-r-Ai^d to clos^ this st^teinent, ^d 
^hes? observations ^d in addition to them, — ^I (Qost 
folfmply assert to ypur Majesty, %\iz%^ Mr, |^w- 
rence. neither at his own fiouse, nor at niine, nor 
^y where else, eyer was for one moment by night 
or by d^y, i^ |he same room with me w^en tb^ 
4por of it was locked} that he ney^r was ^l my corn- 
paiiy of a^ evening alone, q^cept the momentary 
opDversa^tioB which Mr. Lawrence speaks to, may 
he thought an ezceptio|i} and that nothing ever 
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pasfiird between him and me Which all the world 
might not have witnessed* And, Sire, I ' have 
sttbjobied a deposition to the same effect from Mr* 
Lawrence^ 

To satisfy mys^f, thereferfPy an4 yonr Majesty^ 
I have shewn^ I trust, by unanswendile observa« 
tiops and arguments, that there is no colour for 
crediting Mr. Cole^ or, consequently, any pare of ~ 
this charge, which rests solely on his evidence* 
Put to satisfy the rei^ukition of the Gommissioners; 
I have brought my pride to submi^ (though not 
without great pain, I can assure your Majesty) to 
add the only contradictions which I conceive can 
be given, those of Mr. J^wrence and myself. " * 

The next person with whom these rya^fnariims 
charge my improper familiarity, and with regard to^ 
which the Rq>ort represents the evidence as partis 
cularly strong, is Captain Manby. With respect 
to him, Mr. Cole's ejcamination is silent-^But the 
evidence, on which the Copamission^rs rely on dm 
part of the case, is Mr. Bidgood's, Miss Fanny 
Lloyd's, and Mrs. lisle's.— It respects my conduct 
at three different places; at Montague House; / 

Southend, ai^l at Ka^sgate. I shall preserve the 
filcts and my observations more distinct, if I eonsi- 
AfX the evidence, as applicable to these three places^ 
sep^r^iely, and in its order ; and I prefer this mode 
of treating it, as it will ^nable me to consider the 
evidence of Mrs. Lisle in the first place, and con« t 

sequently put it Qut pf thjs reach of the harsher ob- 
servations, which I (nay be under the necessity of 
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ipalupg^ • upoa tbc t^jiiPQny of the other tu'o. 
For t}|ougli Mrs, Lisle, ^i4^^» ^pea^' to hs^mg 
m» Q^djf^ Manhy at t;a5t, Qljf , in August, 1803, 
to the best of her remembrance it was only once ; 
^^ i§t(aJfj^ 1^ hjfi .meeui^ ker ^t peal^ iii the same 
l^ion.t th^Ltlip Wic^ t^f^ vith some bpys whoip 
I look, (ffi 9b?Lnty» a|i4 >!?bp ^Cfe under his care ; 
yf t 4)f fpeal^s of QflU^ng there that can require a 
JfWglfi pt^r^f tioi^ ffci^to gie.-T-*Thc material parts 
of h^r f^fhicnt^ ri^$P^^^ h^r seeing him at Black- 
tieatb, i]fku Chfi^^ before she had seen him at 
^fisc CUff> ^h^ s^y^^ it was the Christmas after 
}/fSf A^ift's icbil4 c;un^, consequently the Christ- 
mas 18Q2*9^^^ used tp Qome to dine there^ she 
Ij^frmbp ^Ivay$ w^nt j^w^y m her presence, and she 
b^d 410 Tfi^ion tp thiul^ b^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^r the Ladles re- 
.Wi. H/e lo^gqd W tb^ Hci^^h at tb^t time ; his 
t^ ivas )&^png pp ^ Qfjpxfpr^i he came tp dio- 
1^ t|irfle.gr fosr ;ti^(if& * yfj^i)^^ .91- mpre.rrShe sup- 
PWf» b^ Wigbt be fjlpPS Wfh ^ Princess; but 
tb^t sbe WW *tt the b?i]^t pf;rsq|in^ J^entle'iaen and 
Tr^dissip^A without h^er k^S ptesent. ^he j(Mrs« 
lisle) has se^ii him |tt Ifincheoh /and dinner both. 
TJN^J^}^ (twptK^s) cjitmewl^ him two or three 
tioi/eF^ b^ npt tp dippe;:. . Captsun JWanby always 
sat iieyt ,tbe Frw<;(^ 91 i<jl|.nner. Tbe cbxistant 
QfHnpwy .wese Vifh ^4 ^^ Fitzgerald, ^d fier- 
se)£-*^ retii;efl with the Fr|nqei^, and sat in the 
same room. C^ptaj[^ Manby . geacraHy retired 
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about eleven; and saEt with iks atttftlilteftv KJalp* 
tain Manby and the Princess used, Wh6n wt wert 
together, to he spefakihg togefliir 'stpktiUly, Coo* 
versing separafely, but hot in* a tMitt aldn^.^ Vtt 
was a person with whom the t'Srihcd^s ft]!)p^iacrett to 
have greater pleasure In talking \hatiVtfhlitt' La- 
dies. Her Royal Urghness b^haV^d to 'hiifti 6^tt 
as any woman kaoiild ix/bo tikes Jtirtirig. 1Sfe? (jdltSm 
Usle) would not have thought isny, fharfled ijd^rMh 
would have behaved properly ^ who behtMd ds Ibr 
J^pyal Highness did to Cdptain Mdnby. She cOnU say 
whether the Princess was attached to Cdptdin MaHby, 
0nly that it was a flirting conduct, fehe never 
saw any gallantries, as kissing ti^ hMS, ' or the 
Uke/' 

I have cautiously stated the whole. 6f Mrs. liisle^s 
evidence upon this part* of the case ^ knd I ttm ^ttf e 
Your Majesty in reading 'it, will ndt hil to keep 
the facts, which IMrs. Lisle spekks to^ se(>atate 
from the opinion, or judgmetit, "which she forms 
ypon them. I mean not to ^peak ^istespectftiHy 
or slightingly, of Mrs. Listens opiniott ; or ' eitpress 
myself as in any degree indifierent to it. But 
whatever there was^ whkh she ob^rv^d in toy 
conduct, that did ' not beeoille a fixarried ybman, 
that *' was ONLY like a woman >Krho liked flitting^ 
and " ONJLY a fiirting conduct^** I am ' ctJflvhited 
your Majesty must be sktiified that it iihtst'bave 
been far distant from affording any eiidetice of 
crime, of vice, or of iiulecency, as it v^%td bp&aVf 
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in the company of my Ladies, of whom Mrs. Usie 
herself was one* 

The facts she states are, that Captain Manby 
came very frequently to my house ; that he dined 
there three or four times a week in the latter end 
of the year 1802; thathe sat next to me at dinner ^ 
and that my conversation after dinner, in the eve^- 
ing, used to be with Ca^>tain Manby, separate from 
my Ladies* These are the facts : and is it upon 
them that my character, I will not say, is to be 
taken away, but is to be affected? 

Captain Manl)y had, in the autumn of the same 
year, been introduced to me by Lady Townsend, 
- when I was upon a visit to her at Rainham. I 
think he came there only the day before I left it« 
He was a naval officer, as I understood, and as I 
still believe, of great merit. What little expence, 
in the way of charity, I am able to aiford, I am 
best pleased to dedicate to the education of the 
children of poor, but honest persons } and I most 
generally bring them up to the service of the Navy. 
I ihad at that time two boys at school, whom I 
thought of an age fit to put to sea. I desired 
Lady Townsend to prevail upon Captain Manby to 
take them. He consented to ic, and of course I 
was obliged to him. / 

About this time, or . shortly afterwards, he was 
appointed to the Africaine, a ship which was fitting 
up at Deptford* To be near his ship, as I under- 
stood and believe, he took lodgiqgs at Blackheatb ; 
and as to the mere &ct of his being so frequently 
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aC my hoiiie.-«-his imimacy and friendship ;wiih 

Lprd. and Lady Townsendt which of it&elf wa$^ 

mssuraace to hh^ of his ? cspeaabtlity and char^c^ 

^ier^-^Hoy pleasura ia shewing my respect to theai^ 

by aockat and attention to a friend of tbeis;3^r«>lus 

uaderiaking the cate of my charity boys^^-'-^-aiid ih|> 

%c€i(knial residence at BlacUi^aib, wil}, I sbqiii^ 

ttuetiB not unfeasonably account for it. ihayp;)^ 

sla^t» aficonni Ukeviaeto give of paying. % ,th(^ 

Kaen Inndiure,. wh^ which hh cahia wa^ furnish^ 

"Wkhii^ to naif^ him some return icf^ his. trouble 

vich the boys, I desired thsit 1 migb( choose the 

^tera pf bU fur nicwe^ I not only chose, it buC 

had seat k to hiqi^ andp^id the bill} findings hoW'* 

evet» tAm li did not come ta more thafi ajbou^ 

twenty pounds^ I thought it n shabby present, aii4 

therefore added some (i-ifling preset of l^aMt \Sq 

I have frecyiently done, and I hope widiout offimca 

may be permitted to do again to any Capt^iay pn 

whom I impoM such trouble* Sir Samuel Hood 

hat now two of m]^ charity boye with htm; umA 

I have presented him wkh a silver Epergne. I 

should be aahaoied to notice such this^« but 

yoar Majesty perceives, thai they are made thA 

subject of inquiry from. Mrs. fStzgerald^ and Mr« 

ScttDemaa, and I waa desirout that they should, not 

appear to be panieular in the caee oS Captaili 

Maaby. 

But to return to Mrs. Lisle's eitandoatioQ*^ 
Mrs. Lisle says that Cdipaia Manby, when he 
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dined with rttc, sat next to me at dinner. Be* 
fore any inference h drawn* from that fact, I am 
^afe ybur Majesty trtK observe that, in the next 
Kn'e'OT pits. lisle's exantinattoi^, she says ^< that the 
consfanc contpktrf iris Mrs. and Miffs' fltzgeratdy 
inl!%erVetf,'.Mrs.Xhle.** Q he only gfehtteman, the 
Ottly perion df the whole party who iAra& not of my 
c^;^^niily/'way Captain Manby; smd his sktingr 
SdttWme; ynUer'sttchcrrcihnstances, \ should aip- 
prcheftd <Wa iWtposably afford toy infei^ce bf 
aijf^'kiAd. Ih thi Evening Vi^ we¥fe tievcr ^Ibile^ The 
tiim)le cbm|>»y sat fc^ether ; nay eVen as to hisbmg 
Tifith me alone of aMhdrmng, Mrs. Lisle seems to know 
not^hing of the fat^t, but* from » conjecture founded 
epon her khdM^Sgfr bf my knoi^ii iisual habit, \xritb 
/rf{iect--td'^*c*r«g'gehtfeirteh who'ki^ht call'upon ine« 
And tftl^Wr^ fbtmdition of \iti^ c>ohjecture demon- 
strktes \Hat tnts eircuThsdanice cto be no evidence of 
aiiy Ailryg'pArtrcular i^ith regard to* Captain Mailby. 
•' i^ Va^my conversing ' ifritii Captain Manby 
JefMratdyj (1« d^ diot nnderstand Mra. Lisle 
als 4HQnzia^ to speak kK the' state of .the con<* 
tCfbaiio^ • nnaoterruptediy, ' duiflg the vhole of 
aay io£ the . several evenings when Capiam 
Manby was with, me > If I did se understand htn^ 
\ should. 2certsdniy most confidently assert, that 
die wad n06 cessed. That ia.the course: of the 
evening, as the ladies were wc^king, reading,. of 
otherwise, amusfog Ihemsdvci^ the coaversation 
was sometimes more and sometimes . less general; 
and chat they sometimes took more^ sometime^ 
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Ittt |K»t in It j-rthat. frequently .ic. was b&tweA 
Cfiptain\Manby and myself alpne ; and thar^ when 
WQ-wefeall together^ - we two might frequently be 
ahe only persons not otherwise engaged, -md tl|er^« 
fore be justly said to be speaking, together sepa* 
raCcly. Besides Captain Manby has been roua4 
the world with Captain Vancovre. I have bokol 
over prints in books of voyages with him $ be h^ 
eaplaincd .them to me ; the ladies may qr. •may t^ox 
have been looking over them at the same time.; 
they may luve been engaged with their own amuse- 
ments. Here i^in, we may be ^d to have been 
conversing sqsarately^ and eonseqoently that Mrs. 
Lisle, in this sense, is perfectly justified in siiytng 
tbat *^ 1 nsed to copverse separately ynth Captain 
Manbyt" I have not the least difficulty in admit- 
i2>ff. But have I hot again reason to complain 
tbat^Is expression of Mrs. Lisle's was not more 
sifted, but left in a manner calculated to raise an 
impression that this separate conversation was 
studiously sought for, was constant, uniform, and 
uninterrupted, though it by no means asserts My 
such thing? But whether I us^d always sp to 
converse with him ; or generally, or only iormimes^ 
ojr for what proportion of the evening I used to 
hs to eng^ed, is left unasked and unexplained. 
Have I not likewise just reason to complain, lha[t 
though Mrs. Lisle states, that Mrs. Ftc^erald 
and Miss Fitzgerald were always of thefarty, they 
are not both examined to these circumstances? 
But Miss Fitzgerald is hot examined at all; and 
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Itfn. flir^Midif, though exammed, ahd Jbmnfaiecl 
too vitii respect to Captatti Maofey^ dMs not 
Mpfe» 10 have had s^ Angle quest 100 put to her with 
Ytipept fo any thing which passed ecmceraing hitn 
M Hff cmtague Hottse. May I not therefore complain 
•l9nt Ibe examination, leaving tht generaiity oF Mn« 
LHfe^ escpression unexplained by herself; and 
the ^enes fo which it relates unexamined into, by 
calling the other persafis who Were present, is lea* 
-ving it precisely in that state> which is better cadcu* 
laied to raise a suspicion, than to ascertain the truth ) 
flat 1 ^m persuaded that the trafiaivourable 
htvpre^on which fs most likely to be made by 
Mts. Lisle^s examination, is Qot by her tvidtnce 
to the facts, but by ber opinion upcm 
-cfcena, " I appeared/* lAte says, ^ to Kke the 
«M^f«r6ation of Captaui Manby better than that 
«)f my Ladies. | bdtiaved to him vnly as a womaq 
^ho tikes flirting ; my xrondttct was unbecoming 
« vnatried woman ; she cannot say whet^ier I was 
fititched ie Captain Manby or not i it was mif 
a Siting «rottdutt.'*-^-^Now, Sire, I mqst here agaib 
Most serieu^ complain that the Coniimissioneia 
choold haye called for, or receiyed, and much 
snore reported, hi ttiis manner, the ofinicn and 
Judgment ^ Mrs, Lisle upon my conduct. Tour 
Majesty's Warrant purports to authorise them to' 
collect the evidence, and not tjie opinion of odiers ; 
and to repoft it, with their own judgment surdy, 
and not Mrs* Lisie's. Mrs. Ltsle's judgment ws^a 
rcrmed upen tbuae fiict$ which she stoned <o the 
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CMimMoners, or upon other fkti If upoft 
thi&e she stated^ the Commissioners, and y6vr 
Majesty, ate as wdl able to form the judgment 
vpon them as the was. If upon other facts, tfie 
Commissioners sfaonld hare hear^ what (hose 
other facts were, aad npon tbem have formed 
and repofted t^idr judgment;. 

1 am awatv, iiidecd, that if I mett to argue tliat 
the &cts ^ich Mrs* Lisk states, aUbnl the «x# 
.^amrrion of irfaat 'she means bj «< onlf iirting 
^ Goodnct*" moA hy ^ behavieiur unbecomiQg % 
married woaum,*' mmely, that it coimsted ia 
hatibg the same gentlemen to dine with me 
dnee or Ibor timi8 a week ;-4etting i)im sit aesat 
me «t dinner, when there wera oo other atrapgesa 
in company ; - convershig witfi l^im separately, and 
appearing lo prefer his contersmioQ to ihat of ih^ 
ladies,«?<>it would be obserred probably, chat this 
Was not all t that there waa always a certam Inde» 
BdibaMe something in montfr^ which pen the 
character to cc^daoe, and must have entered 
mainly into such a jiidgmoBt ^ Itrst Usle faaa 
here protionneedt 

To a certain egtem I should be obliged to agree 
to tlus ; bot if I am to lia*re any pre[ndioe frtMH 
1^ <3(bservat|on ; if k is to give a we^t asMl 
imdiority to Mrs. L}sle'$ judgment, let me haa# 
the adya^^lgt of it also. If it JasiiGes tiie con^ 
dosion that Mr|. l.isle*s censure upon my coiMhiar 
fs right, it reqidres also that equal credjt ahoidd faf 
given to ^ ttit ^ualilicaticm, the \mif^ and th« i^ 
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atricliom whidl she herself puts upon that cea-' 

«ure» 

Mrs. Lisle, seeing all the facts which she re- 
lates^ and observing much of manner, which per* 
baps she a>ul4«fiot describe, Unrits the expression 
<* flirting conduct'^by calling it ^< only flirting/' 
and says (upon haying the qnestion asked to her, 
no 6ovA)t^ whether from the whole she couid coU 
lect that I was attached to Captain Manby) says 
«c she coitld not say whether I was, attached to 
him, my conduct was not of a niiture that pro?ed 
smy atuchment to him, it was only a flirting con«> 
duct/' Unjust therefore, as I think it, that any 
mch question sboukl have befsi pii( to Mrs. Lisle, 
or that 'her judgment should have been taken at 
all ; yet . what 1 &ar from it as pressing with 
pteulhr hardship upon me, is that though it is 
Mrs. Lisle's flnal, and pUimate, judgment upon the 
whole of my conduct, yet, when delivered to tb^ 
Commissioners ai)d your Majesty, h becomes evi» 
denoe, which^ connected with all th^ facts on which 
Mrs. Lisle had formed it, may. lead ^ still further 
and more unfavourable conclusions, in the minds of 
thtyse whb are afterwards to judge upon it ; — that 
her judgment will be the foupdatiop of other jodg^ 
laents against me* much severer than her own ; and 
that though she evidently limits her opinjon^ an4 
by saying *^ om^y flirting" impliedly negadves it 
na afibtding any indication of anything more im* 
ptdper, while she proceeds esffressly to negauve 
il.as^ affording any. prpof of attachment) yet ir 
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may be thought l>y btbers, to justify ' dieir cam4 
dering it to a ^lecles of conduct^ wiiicfa shewed aa 
attachment to the knan to whom it was addressed ; 
which in a married ' womaa 'waa ddfaiiaal and 

* 

wrong. -' ' ' * ' , . ^ 

What Mrs. Lisle exactly 'mea» by: onfy flirting 
candiict«--wbat degree of improp«iet7 of conduct 
she would desirribe by it, it is extreme^ difficak, 
with any p^edirtDO^ to aacertaau Bom manyi 
wbtteh aM ' these, mote * Virtnonr,' most, crulyi 
modMt, incaipable of any thing impure, vicictts or 
immoral;' in deed or thought, who, fiom .gseater 
tjvicky^f spirits, . from less natural reserve, frous 
that wamt of* onicioni libhich the ier^ conscious* 
ness of ^taiMccDce * betrays them idto^- conduct 
tfaeniitflrel in a manner,^ wldch k woinan. of ai gra« 
f er character, of more resenred dispositson, but 
not with one particle of superior viraue^ dunks too 
iiicautidus, * too unreserved, too fiim^i; and 
which, tf forced upon her oath to ^ve her.'opinioa 
upon it, die mig^t ieel heriel^ as aiu honest woi> 
man, bound to say in thar opinion, -was ttirting \ 
But whatever sense Mrs. Lttle annexes to the 
word ^' flirting*^ it is evident, as I , said- before, 
(hat she cannot mean any thing crimhtal, vicious, 
or indecent, or any thing with the least shade c^f 
deeper iaiprc^rteiy than .what is netesaitrily exptes* 
sed in the word *«ilirting." She nevef Would have 
^dded, as she does in both instances; thsgtJt was 
ONLY flif ting* *> if she had thought it*of a quaUly to 
• in ia^lbrmal Report, amoiigst circuru^ 
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stmees ^ich mmi^ oocaaien' Ac m$f ui^tfTowaUfr 
ittterpMiariom, and which fkssnml the most le^'ious 
contidepacioii of fouc Mqetty. To tise it 99^ K Ml 
sore your MGifcsiy must: aoft it to p««t8. it &p bejRcunA; 
the flieaning which $he would assign to it hers<4^- 
AdA w I have admittnd thfft' tKtM «Miy be 
nmch iadeacribahk ia the meoAQr ofr.doifg ^m]^. 
tbiiigt^ 80 it Bwtt be adtuittf<| loi im that ihv e i^. 
niuck. inrfcacribaUtt^ uA mmt maftiHftl i^lsa ia ib^, 
qiamer of sayii^ any- things and. im Ae aiMeiH' wid)^ 
whick It k saioL TIm «hple ooamt wnk^ nwc^ 
tO'iiaBplaiai it; and if it la ih aasuwr to n qM^mwRn 
Ac WQids 4ir that ^ottion^ ^e «ais«e? aiul ih^ 
aeoMt ia^ wiitak k is ai^^ed, an idao most miteri^j^ 
M UHderstaad the ptteia^ oManing^ wMeh the ca^^ 
pnji/imik an.' intended tocoiiirejr;. wdim^ it^ 
nis&i . cbciiefiasse txittmetf^ M: my: charac^ i^ to^ 
beaSastsd by ihe. opinioa of aafjr wttnea^ fUm ^ 
^wBttcp. by ithidi that otpmkmi wad drai^a from. 
hcV) weieaoe^ ginvn toO) aa ««Ur m her answers, 
and a. thk m^ity had heait ptoseculed befora 
youe Majetty'sk Biinj eoui)dl» the mme flplema 
and usual courte of proceeding there *wo«id» a| I 
am io&rmedy hawe finxiishcd^ or eftabte me to far- 
ikiab, jtv Mifesty with tfan ^siiona aa wdl as tb^ 
answers. 

9 

Mrsi l^istr, k should alsa be obsetved^ was at 
the time of her eaaacMnaticm^ tinder the se? eve oj^ 
pressloft of ba^Saigy bus a few days befisre^ heard of 
the deatb of her daughter ;^-^a daughters ^o ba4 
been happily marriedji and wbe had lived happily 



with her hmsbaadj in mutual attachmeiit till her 
deaths The, verjr circumsteace . of her then situai; 
tion . would naturally give a graver and severer cas( 
to her opinions. When the question was proposed, 
to . her, aa a gmeral question^ (and I presume it 
mual have been so put tp her) whether my cop^^ 
duct was sochas would become a married wpman^ 
poflsibly her . own daugbter*s conduct, and what 
she would have expected of her, i^ight pres;^ 
itodf toher mifid. And I confideady su^if to 
your Majesty^s b^stter judgment, that such a gea<s 
ral question ought not in a iair and candid ;consi-r 
deration of my case> to have, been put to Mrs, 
Lisle, or any other woman. For, as to my c^pr 
duct being, or not being, becoming a marrifd wor 
roa'n ; the same conduct, or any thitik hkb ity ivAieh 
may occur in iby case, could not occur ia the oast 
of a married woman, who was not living in my un^ 
fortunate situation ; or, if it did occm*, it must toccur 
under circumstances which must ^ve it, and toost 
deservedly, 4 Very different charactefr. A married 
woman, living well and happily with her husbanc^ 
could not be frequently having one* gentleman at 
her table, with no other company but ladies of her 
family; she could not be spending her evenings fre- 
quently in the same society, and se^Tately coa^ 
versing with that gentleman, unless either with 
the privity and consent of her husband, or by tak^ 
ing advantage^ with some maoagementy of his igno- 

K 
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nkct atiJ his absence ; if it was with- his privity 
ahd cqnsent, that very cifcumstance alone wouU 
tinqestionably alter the character of such conduct; 
-i-if with nianegefnent she avoided his knowledge; 
fhatvery jnanagement would betrays bad motive* 
The cases therefore are, not parallel; the illustra- 
tion is not;just ; and the question, which called fw 
such ah answer from IVfrs. Lisle, enght B«t, in cani- 
llor and fairness^ to have been^ put. 
^ I entreat your Majesty, however, not to mfsun- 
dersttod me ; I should be ashamed indeed to be sus- 
pected of pleading any peculiar or unfortunate cir^ 
cumstance in my situation, aff- an excuse for any 
criminal er indecent act. With respect to suclk 
acts, most unquestionably such circumstances ean 
make no difierence ; and afford no excuse. They 
must bear their own character of disgrace and inia^ 
itiy under all circumstances. But tliere are acts 
Ivhich are unbecoming a married woman, which 
ought to be avoided by her, from an apprehension 
lest they should render her husband unea.<y ; not be<- 
causethey might give liim any reason to distrust her 
ohastity, her virtue, or her morals, but because they 
-might wound his feelings, by indicating a prefe- 
rence to the society of another man, over his, in a 
€ase where 9he had the option of both. Bttt sore^ 
jy, as to such acts, they must necessarily bear a vefy 
different character, and receive a very different 
construction, in a case where unhappily, there can 
be no such apprehension, and where there is n» 
such option. I must therefore be excused fiwr 



am Qiire your Majesty will feel iqq warranted ii^ 
f ayiogy what I say wUh a confideace exactly pro^ 
portioned to the rei{iectability of Mrs. Lble's cha? 
racter^ tliat whatever she meant \>y any of these 
expressions, she could not^ by possibility, have 
meapt to describe conduct, which to her mind af-, 
ferded evidence of crime, vice, or indecency. If 
4ie had her regard to her own character, her own^ 
dolica<^, her own honourable and virtuous feelings,, 
would in less than the two years, which have since, 
elapsed, have found some excuse for separating her^ 
self from that intimate connection, which by Jier 
ajtuation in my household, subsists between us. 
She would not have remained exposed to the repe- 
tition of so gross, an offence, and insult, to a modest, 
rirtuous, and delicate woman, as that of being made 
ivght by Digb^ witness to scenes, openly acted in her 
jvesencQf ofiensiv^ to virtue and -decorunu 

Jf jiour Majesty tliinks I have dwelt too long' 
and tediously on this part of the case, I ^entreat 
your Majesty to tliink what I must feel upon it. . 
I ieei it a great hardship, as I have frequently stated, . 
that under the cover of a grave charge of High 
Treason, the porprieties and decencies, of my pri* 
vate conduct and behaviour, have heen made the 
sufcjeet, as I believe so unprccedentedly, of a fom>al 
iavestigatipn upon oath. And that, in consequence 
of it, I may, at this moment, be exposed to the dan* 
ger of forfeiting yQur Majesty's good opinion, and 
beiqg degraded and disgraced in reputation through 



&e ebuirtry, l>ecaitte what Mrs. Lialehas Mid ot my 
t^nduct, that it was '^ ^nty that of a womaa wfei> 
liked itrting,* has become recorded in the Beport 
on this formal inquiry^ made into matters of gravQ 
crimes, and of essential importance to the state. 

Let me conjure yoar Majesty over and over 
again, before you suflf^r this circumstance to pre- 
judice me in your opinion, not only to weighs all 
Ae circumstances I have stated, but to look round 
the first ranks of female virtue, in this country, and 
^ee bow many women there are of most unimpeacfa- 
ed reputation^ of most unsullied and unsuspected 
honour, character and virtue, whose conduct 
though living happily with their husbands, if sub- 
mitted to the judgment of persons of a severer 
oast of mind especially if saddened, at the mo- 
ment by calamity, might be stiled to be <* flirting.** 
I would not however be understood as intending to 
represent Mrs. Lisle^s judgment, as beii^ Kkely to 
be marked with an improper austerity, and there* 
fore I am cartain slie must either have bad no idea 
that the expressions she has used^ in the manner 
which she used them, were capable of being under- 
stood, in so serious a light as to be referred to, 
amongst circumstanced deserving the diost serious 
consideration, and which must occasion most usfr- 
vourable interpretations : or she must by the impo- 
sing novelty of her situation, in private ezamination 
before four such grave characters, have been surpri* 
scd into the use of expressions, which with a better 
opportunity of weighing them, she would ekhec.not 



liftve med at all, or have aeooropanicd - mQi tfil 

« 

more of qoalificatioh than ttiat which she has| 
hf/wefer, in some degree a^ it is annexed to tiiem. - 

But my great eomplaint is the hairing, not paiv 
ticularly> Mrs. Lisle*s opinion, but any persons 
opinion, set iip, as it were, in judgment against 
the propriety of my private conduct How woold it 
be endured, that the judgment of one man should 
be asked, and recorded in a solemn I\eport, against 
jihe conduct <^ another, eidier with respect to hia 
behaviour to his children, or to his wife, or to any 
•ther relative? How would it be endured, in ge« 
neral, and I trust, that my case ought not, in thia 
respect, to form an exception, that one woman 
should in a similar manner be placed in judgment, 
upon the conduct of another ? And that judgment 
be reported, where her character was of most im^ 
portance to her, as amongst tiungs which must be 
credited till decidedly contradicted ^ Let every 
one put these questions home to, dieir own breastsy 
and before they impute blame to me, for protesting 
i^inst the fairness and justice of this procedure^ 
ask how they would feel upon it, if it were their 
own case? 

But perhaps they cannot? bring their imaginar- 
'tsons to conceive that it could ever become their 
own case. A few months ago I could not have 
believed that it would haye been mine. 

But the just ground of my complaint may per- 
haps be more easily appreciated and felt, by suppo-* 
^ing a more &miliar, but an analogous case^ Tho 
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High Tveasoh with which I ivas chained; ^m sup- 
posed to he Committed in the foul crime of adultery. 
What would be the impression of your Majestyi 
what would be the impression upon the mind of 
«ny one, acquainted with the excellent laws of 
your Majesty's kingdom^ and the admirable admi^ 
nistration of them, if upon a Commission of this- 
kind, secretly to inquire into the conduct of any 
man, upon a charge of High Treason, against the 
state, the Commissioners should not only proceed 
to inquire, whether in the judgment df the witness, 
the conduct of the accused was sucli as became a 
loyal subject; but, when the result of their Inquiry 
<4)liged them to report directly against the chaf^ 
of Treason, they, nevertheless, should record an im- 
putation or libel against his character for loyalty, 
and reporting as part of the evidence, the opinion 
cf the witness, that the conduct of the accused was 
sodi as did not become a loyal subject, should fur-, 
ther report, that the evidence of that witness, with* 
out specifying any part of it, must be credited till 
decidedly contradicted, and deserved the most se^ 
rious consideration? How could he appeal from 
that Report? How could he decidedly contradict 
the opinion of the witness? Sire, there is no dif- 
ference between this supposed case and mine, but 
this : Haat in the case of the man, a character for 
loyalty, however injured, could not be destroyed by 
such an insinuation. His future life might give 
J)im abundant opportunities of falsifying the justice 



nF it But a female character^ once so bksted, whst 
hope or chance has it of recovery ? 

Your Majesty will not fail to pere^e^ that I faavd 

pressed this part of the ease, with an earnestness 

which shews that I have felt it. I hate no wish to 

disguise from your Majesty, diat I have felt it, and 

felt it strongly. It is the only part of the case, 

which I conceive to be in the least d^ree against 

me, that rests upon a witness who is at all worthy 

of your Majesty's credit. How unfair it isi' that 

any thing she has said should be {nressed againA 

roc, I trust I have sufficiently shewn. In canvass- 

nig, however, Mrs. Iis!e*s evidence, I hope I 

have never f()rgot what was due to Mrs. Lisle. I 

have been as anxious not to do her injustice, as to 

do justice to myself. I retain the same respect and 

regard for Mrs. ' Lisle now, as I ever had. If the 

unfavourable impressions, which the Commissioners 

seem to suppose, fairly arise out of the express 

sions she has used,- 1 am confident they will be 

understood, in a sense, which was never intended 

by her. And I should scorn to purchase any ad- ^ 

vantage to myself, at the ^xpence of the slightest 

imputation, unjustly cast upon Mrs. Lisle, or any 

one else. 

. Leaving therefore, with these observations, Mrf . 
-Lisle's evidence, I must proceed to the evidence of 
Mr. Bidgood. llie parts of it which apply to this 
part of the case, I mean my condoct to Captsan 
*Manby at Montague House^ I shall detail. They 
are as follows :♦ "I first observed Captain Manbf 

« 

* Appendix (A.) p. a. 
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tame to Momtagiie House^ eitlier the end of IMS, 
or the beginning of 1804. I was waiting one .day in 
Ihti anti-itx)Hi ; Captain Manby bad bis hat in fain 
hand, and iqppeared to be going away; he v^as a 
loi^ time with the Priuceas, and as I stood on the 
tt^ Waiting, I looked into the room in which they 
were, and in the reflection on the looking-glasai, I 
$»w them salute each other. I mean that they kissed 
tach other's lips. Captain Manby then went 
IHV^y* I then observed the Princess have her 
handkerchief in heir hands, and wipe iier eyes, as if 
$k^ vas ciying, and went into the drawing-nx>m.** 
In his seOond dejiosition,* on the 3d July, talking of 
his ^uspicicNSB of what passed at Southend, he say8> 
Aey- arose from steing them kiss each other, as I 
kneniioned before, like people fond of each other ; 
a very close kiss. 

. In these extracts from his depositions, there Ga& 
widoubtedly be no complaint of any thiqg beioig 
left to inference. Here is a fact, which most un- 
questionably occasion alteost as unfavourable ia^ 
teirpretations, as any fact of the greatest impn>- 
ptiety and indecorum, short (^ the proof of actual 
cnme. And this feet is positively abd affirmatively 
sworn to. And if this witness is truly represented, 
jtt one who notust be credited till he is decidedly 
contradicted ; aod ^e decided contradiction of the 
4>arties accused, should be coasida^d as unavailing, 
it constitutes a charge which capnot possibly be an- 
swered. Far the scene is so laid, that there is no 
^ye to witness it, but his own : and therefpre there 

* 8e9 Appeaduc (A.) p. 40. 
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c«9 be na i9ne wba can pMtibly cootfi^ct Uli^ 
however folse his story may be^ but tb^ yisi«0||8 
whom he. accnagA * Aa* |iw ma^ Sin» 1^*^ » 
no mode, tfie aoMt ^olcmiv th^ can be adviae^^ 
-ip which IshaU 90^ be; aiixioua and bapfiy to ooi^ 
tradict it^ Aim) I "do here most scJamplj, in tfai& 
^ee of Heavei^ mciat directly and positiv^y 
afl&rpi^ that it is as^ foul^ malicioqs^ p»d wt<dMd 
ai iahehood» as ever was inveptad by t|i^ maliM 
of man. Caftaia Mfinby, to w)iosi i have bcw 
under the necessity of applying t)r 1i^ pufr- 
^pose, in the ^^P^^^n wiiicb I anafx, m^ ^S* 
paeasly aad positively domes it als9#^ BajmMi 
tbeMs aar two dttaials, there is nothiofl^ wfaidi 
e^ by possfbil^y be HrecH^ opposed to Mih 
B»49c>Qd*j| evideitc^. AH that vemaiM^ t^ lift 
doQcl ia to ewmiPe Mr< Bidgood'a ciiedi% md 4i 
9M hovi! far he deserves the cbaiwter !vfi»eh 
inr CoQMiiaeioiiera give to* him. How ttnftwid^ 
tdly they gaVie sudi a charaetar to Mr. Cde^ 
your BAyesty> I aaa aatisBad^ must ha fia%e oo»: 
winced. 

I suppose thdre must be some mistadiQ I wiib 
not- eall it l^ aliy hanher name^ for I tbiak it cnt 
be no mora^tban n mistake^ in Mr. Btdgaodrs. aaj^ 
wg, that ft^ flfet time he knew Captain Maabj^ 
come to McMagite Hooae, was at <fae nd of 180^ 
or begiftnihg of MD4} tor hoftrst oamaat tiie e«i 
of the former ymr;^ and the ftct is that Mr; Bildh 
good must have seen him then. Be^. hoaHi9V#< 
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fh^ diite is campaTfttiTeTy immaterial^ the fcct it x^ 
that is important. 

And berer, Sirr^ surely I have the stale com- 
plaint which I haye so often urged* I would ask 
ytmr Majesty, whether I, not as Princess of 
'-Wales^ but as a party accused^ had not a right to 
l>e thought, aiid to be presumed, innocent, till I 
was proved to be guilty ? > Let tne ast, if there 
ever cotild exist a case, in which the credit of the , 
witness ought to have been more severely shifted 
and tried ? The fact rested solely upon 'his single 
Assertion » However fiilse, it could not possibljr 
receive contradiction, but from the parties. The 
story ' itself surely is not very probable. My cha- 
racter cannot be considered as under enquiry • it it 
idready gOne^ and decided upon^ by tboM, if there 
ai^ any such, who think such a story pfobabk.-^ 
Iliat in a room with the door open, and a? servant 
known to be waiting just by, we^houM have aktedft 
^ch a scene of gross indecency. The indiacretionF 
at least. aaight have rend^^ it improbable, even 
to those^ whose pr^udices against me, might be* 
jttqiafed to oMceive nothing improbable m the m- 
decency •£ it Tet this seems to have been recet* 

« 

ved as a fact that there wis no reaion to questiom 
1^ witness is assumed, without hesitation, tabe 
the witness of trutl^ af anqiiestionabte vefacity^. 
Sot the iaintest trace is there to be found of a sin- 
glie question put to Km, to try and sift the credit 
ivfaick was due to him^ or to. his atovy. 

Is he asked^ as I suggested before should have 



becnclpne with regard to Mr. Cok-^Ti» wfaom^ir 

told tfais&ct before? When be told it ? what was 

«v«r.doneioixm6eQuaioe of ihis ioforaiatioa ? .If 

he never told it, till foi the purpose <^ supporting* 

\s4y Douglas's ftatgmeot^ - bow couid he in bi4 ^i^ 

tUfttioDj as an old.^enrant of the Prinoe^. with wfaooi* 

as he swears, he had lived twenty-three years, cre« 

ditaUy to hhnself, account for ltt,y ing ooncealed it 

soloK^? And ly>W came Lady^ I)ou|^ and Sir 

John to jBod out that he jcnew it, if he never had* 

QOcamttBieated it before ? If he had coaunaniGSb*' 

ted it, it would then have becin useful to have 

heard how for his present story was iconsistent with 

hb former; and if it should have happened that 

this and oth^jr mattei^, which he may luive stated,* 

were At that tiioe mi^ the aul^eot ^ any in^ 

quiry; JthcQ how hr that inquiry had tended to 

^opfinn ,or shak^ his credit. His 6tat examina-> 

tion waj^ it is tnie^ taken by Lord Gaenville, and 

JU>rd Sfiencer alooe, without the aidof the experl^ 

encoiof the JU>nd ChwceUor^ and Lord Chief Jus* 

tice ; this undp^ibtedly may accouni for theonis* 

aion ; but the nd^le Lords will forgive «ie if I say, 

it dpesoateMiMr it, es p edaUy as Mr. Bidgood was 

ezaniioed again on the 3d of ^oly, by alLtbe Com* 

roissioners, and this foci is again referred to then, 

as the foundation of the suspicion which he afier^ 

wards entertained of Captain Manby at the Southend. 

}^ay, that last deposition affords on my part, ano« 

tfapr greund of similar complaint . of die strongest 

It o|iens thus : '* Tbe Princess used to go 
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^ but te \M pbiMM with otacfamM mA belfier, 
*f tow^dB Long Reodh^ eight or ten tknes^ carty^ 
^* ii^ htodieoii end Vine with her, WheUdptBUi 
^ Manby's sbiptraa at Long "Rsm^ c^majfB Mrs. 
^ FItugeraU with ktr.^^'^Ski^ wmM ^ out at one^ 
^f and return about five or six^ a^pfiietimes BOoner 
*' or latar.- 

. The date whM Captain MMhfn Mp ftM lymg 
jrt Long Readiy i«'ttot giv^ti ; and ^refore whe- 
tiier this wa^ befoie, or v^fM^ the seeqe of the aup-^ 
potedaatate^ doest not opp^. But for what waa 
thia itatement of Mr. Bic^ood's made } Why waa 
li introduGed) Why wefe tfiese drires towarda 
liong Bnch with lundieon, connected witii Cap^ 
tain Manby*8 4up tying there at the time, etaminr* 
ed to fay tibe Cemmisitoner^ ? The first point, the 
aoatter fiaretDo*t ip their aainds, when ;th^ c^ 
hack this witneaa for. hie re-examinationj^ appears 
to have been these drives* towarda Long Reacb«««»- 
Can it. hareba^qi for any purpose hat to have the 
benefit of the insinuation, to leave it open to be 
inferred that tfioie drives were for the purpose of 
meatiog Captain Itbaby ) If this fii#t tvas anaterial, 
vAxjf in the naibe of jostiee was it so left ? Mrs. 
Fitagerald was mcntioDed by name, as accompany-* 
. ing me in them all : Why was not shetaUed } She 
perhap was aay confidante ; no truth conld have 
bean hoped for Imm her ; still there Were my 
eoachman and helper, who liicewise aecompanted 
nie. Why wese they not ealled? they are not 
surely confidants tooi»-«*But itia, for what- -te^sonf 



4»fc 



eamot f^refieDd t6 say/ thot%ht tafficieiit loli^lve 
tfaislto^ or rather tiiis iiteinuftfibti^ apon ^t^^ 
dMQe«»f M^ Bidgo6d^ iirho onfy saw^ of ccmldl ke^ 
lfa# way I urebt lvh«fc I sM i^t Qpon <iiy dfiVe^ %« 
ttiMt of having the feet frdtn the persoiNi who coal^ 
sjmA: to the whole of it; €6 thb places 1 went to/ 
to the pereotifll whom I Aiet with. 

Your Mtfjesty will think tff« juttifle^ in dwelKtig 
upon tliU, the more fK>iB thi^ cifcamstance^ becatlse 
I kne^, and will shew te yoaf Ms^st^, on the tcs** 
tknony <^ Jonathan Partridge, which I annex, Ihaf 
these drives, or at leart onef of tbeni, have been 
already Ihe bbjeet of previous, and^ I believe, 
Marty cotemporary investigation. The troth is 
that it did happen upon one of these drives that f 
ttkel with Captain Manby : ikovte of them that he 
joined me, and that he parto6k- of something which 
we had to eat ;««"that sotoie of Lord EardlejPs ser-** 
vants were examined as to tny eonduct upon this 
Occasion ;-^and am eonfldcntty inf<H*med that the 
ienranti gave a most satisiactory account of all that 
passed; nay, that they felt; and have expressed, 
some bdaest indignation at the fbol suspicion which 
th^ <»amination implied* On the other occa-' 
aion, - having the boys to go on board the Africaine, 
I went' with one of my Ladies to see them on board, 
and CkipHam Manby joined ns in our walk toondl 
Mr. Calotaft's Grounds at Ingress Park, opposite 
te* Long Reach; where we walked,, while my 
horses were baiting. We went into no house, an4 
Off that occasion* had nothing to eat^ 
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Pttfbetly ambb to Moeont wAty theM*'fiict8 were 
not more felly inqaked into^ if thought proper to 
be Mquiied into at Ul^ I 'retma agajp to Mr. Btd» 
food's evidence. As &r as as c^iecte mjr coadsct 
ait Montague Uous^ it is confined to the circiim-; 
ituioes wl^icb I hete ahiaady mflutioqied. Aad, 
upon those circninstances, I have no fer&er ol»er». 
vation^ which oiay tend to ittmtnijbe Mr. Oidgood^a 
credit to oSu"* But I trust ifj fimB other parts 06 
])is evideooe^ your Majesty seea traces of the /iMQg* 
est pnyodices against me, and the most seandaF- 
l^us inferences, drawn from ciivun»stanees» which 
cm in no d^ree 8U|^x»rt them, your Majesty witl 
then be able justly to appreciate the credit due to. 
every part of Mr- Bidgopd*s evideiice, , 

Under the other head, into which I have divided 
t}us part of the case, I mean my conduct at South- 
end, as relative to Captain Manby, Mr. Bsdgood 
is more substantial and particular.* His statement 
on this head begins by shewing that I was at South* 
end about six wet^ks before the Africaine, Csfibun 
Manby's ship arrived. Tliat Mr* .Sicard was 
looking out for its arrival, as if she was expeoted^ 
And as it is my pracstice to require as Constant a cor-* 
rcspondence to be kept up with my charity' boys» 
when on board of ship, as the nature of their situar 
tun will admit of, and as Mr. Sicard is the person 
who Qumagcs all matters concerning them, and en* 
tt^rs into their interests with the most friendly anx? 

• 

f See Appendix (A.) p. 10^ ^ 
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tetji he certainly was i^prised of the pfohabiKty 
vi ^ ahip^s arrival off Soiitfaenc^ beforif fthe came^ 
And here I may as well, perhaps, by the way re^ 
mask, that as tixis Gorrespondence witfi the boys ih 
always lader cover to the Captain ; this circutn* 
stanoe may account to your Majestjr for tiie iac^ 
which is stated by some of the witnesses/ of severlt 
letters being pat into the post by SScard^ some of 
whidi hewnf have received from me, which were 
dtf c c te d to Captam Maaby. 

SoQB afterthe arival of the Africaner however^ 
Bidgood says, tiie .Captain put off in his boat; 
Sicard went to meet him, and immediately brought 
Mm ii|> to'me and my Ladies; be dined tfaera 
tkeoj and eame frerpiently to see me. It would 
have been as candid, if Mr. Bidgood had represented 
the fiiet as it really was, though perhaps the cir- 
cumstance is not very material : that the Captatu 
brought the two boys on shore with him to see me, 
and this as well as many other circumstances con^ 
nccted with these boys, the existence of whom, as 
accounting in any degree ibr the intercourse be* 
twtoan me and Captain Manby, could never* have 
been cc^eded from out of Bic^iood's depositions, 
SicarA would have stated if the Commissioners had 
cxsmfaied faun to it But Aoughbe is dais referred 
to, though bis name is mentioned about the letters 
sent to Captain Manby, he does not appearto have 
been examined to any of them, and allthathe ap- 
pears to have been asked is, as to his remembering 
C^lain S^mby visiting at Montague House, and 
to mypayif^ tfie expence of the linen fttrnitarefor 



tu9 qftbin. Btot Mn SttSfdl was, I tnfipme^ rtff^^ 
9<H»^ by Wf m^mitn to bea ooafidanty from wlkMi 
na tfiith OQCiM b^ faitiwted, and tbert&ie th^ it 
wa# idle ina^te of. time to^ eMraine him ta each 
poiatf Si aind 80 uo^^^tunaibly h^ and every otber 
|M9p8t ^e^pi^n^ ia b)J[ fiaBiilyy wbo could bir aunio* 
ff^to kfiow Wjp 4li9S upon the aid^JMt, were aorw 
%0i ho ro|>roaf»|i»d bf tfa^sa^ whose conapiracj and 
f|)<^i9f>l|,. tfi^if hfm«tj aod truth weae the best 
means of detecting. Tho conqsirators, liowsfvcr, 
ha$i t^frst wQ|d» aad uufortnnatefy their vuncity 
wtt Ti9t qM8tWae4 hm tiietr unfawurabie bias 

■iBDOCtBd. 

: jM^* ]P^i4sDod.tl«n pfoceads to atalo the sataiaftiMi 
qf ^ hpuaati. tno of whieb^ with » pari of a. 
«iw4 < bll4 •faSootboisl He dsaonbaa No. 3, as. 
U^ hA^re ia wbieh I alopt ; No^ 8^ as that ia which. 
vf^ di^ed < and No. 7, a» ooataining a drawiiig* 
rooqijf tp which wq r^red after dinner. Aad he. 
8af% ^- i bavo sovecal times s^on the Prineosa^ after. 
'i hs»pi|^,gWifi^^ Nq. 7> with CbptMn Maaby and 
'< tb% PWJ^ ^ ^b# compass netico with Cftptaiii 

M#n|>j^ from No..^> through N6. 8^ to* N<Ow 9^ . 

^ieh wM tho howe wb»m Ibo Priaeeas slopl^ 
'^' I.« st¥(lffi<^ that Captain Maabje sfepli wry frsr . 
<^ qnentfy it^ the .house. Hints. w«re given by tha^ 
^\ sQvvaniiS^ «nd. I bolievo that, othors suspected ih 
^\ »ji,we}l. as iiiyaiAf.** Wh?( those biirts wai^ by 
what seryamts givep, are diing^jvbkh do-not sqooa • 
to have be^ thoo^t nee^spary- lii^ters-.of lQquify» 
^.Iffa^ there is no trtuce i» lVIiu.3MgMA\ or any 
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Other witness's examination, of any such inquiry 
having been made. 

In his second deposition, which applies to the 
same fact, after saying that we went away the day 
after the Africaine sailed from Southend, he says, 
'' Captain Manby was there three times a week at 
" the least, whilst his ship lay for six weeks off 
" Southend at the Nore ;— he came as tide served 
in a morning, and to dine, a^id drink tea. I have 
seen him next morning by ten o'fclock. I sus- 
'* pected he slept at No. 9, the Princess's.— She 
" always put out the candles herself in the drawing- 
** room at No. 9, and bid me not wait to put thc<n 
" up. She gave me the orders as soon as she went 
^' to Southend. I used to see water jugs, basins, 
'* and .towels, set out opposite the Princess's door 
'' in the passage. Never saw them so left in the 
'' passage at any other tiipe, and I suspected he Was 
there at that timd ; there was a general suspicion 
through the house. Mrs. and Miss Fitzgerald 
** there, and Miss Hammotid (now Mrs. Hood) 
■** there. My suspicion arose from seeing them 
** in the glass^** &c. as mentioned before. ^* Her 
< ' behaviour like that of a woman attached to a raun ; 
f* used to be by themselves at luncheon, at South'* 
** end, when the ladies were not sent for; anum* 
** bcr of times. There was a poney which Captain 
*^ Manby used to ride ; it stood in the stable ready 
" for him, and which Sicard used to ride." Then 
he says, the servants used to talk and laugh about 

T 
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Captain Mauby, and that it was matter of discourse 
amongst them \ and this, with what has been allud- 
ed to before, respecting Sicard's putting letters for 
him into the post, whicb he had received from me, 
contains the whole of his depositions ^ far as re- 
spects Captain Manby. And, ISire, as to the fact of 
retiring through No. 8, fram No. 7) to No. 9, alone 
with Captain Manby, I have no recollection of ever 
having gone with Captain Manbj, though but for 
a moment, from the one room in which the com- 
pany was sitting, through the dining-room to the 
other drawing-room. It is, however, now above 
two years ago, and to be confident that such a cir- 
cumstance might not have happened, is more than 
I will undertake to be. But in the only sense ia 
which he uses the expression, as retiring alone, 
coupled with the immediate context that folk>W3, 
'it is most false and scandalous* I know no nwana 
of absolutely proving a negative. If the fact was 
true, there must have been other witnesses who 
could have proved it as well as Mr. Bidgood. Mrs. 
Fitzgerald is the only person of the parly, who was 
lixamined, and her evidence proves the negative 
so far as the negative can be proved ; for she says, 
" he dined there, but never staid late. She was 
^ at Southend all thedme I was there, and cannot 
'* recollect to have ^ecn Captain Manby thec^ or 
'' know him to be there, later than nine or half 
** past nine." Miss Fitzgerald and Miss Haiq- 
mond, (novv Mrs. Hood) are not called to this fact ; 
although a fact so extremely important, as it must 
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appear to your Majesty ; npr indeed are they ex- 
amined ar all. 

As to the putting out of the candles, it seems 
he says, 1 have the orders as soon as I went tp 
Southend, which was six weeks before tlie Afri- 
caine arrived ; so this plan of excluding him from 
the oppoitunity of knowing what was going on a( 
No. 9i was part of a long meditated scheme* as 
he would represent it, planned and thought of six 
weeks before it could be executed; and wh(ch 
when it was executed, your Majesty will recollect, 
according to Mr. Bidgood's evidence, there wa? so 
little contrHance to conceal, that the basins and. 
towels, which the Captain is insinuated to have 
used, were exposed to sight* as if to declare th«t 
he was there.*-— «lt is tedious and disgusting. Sire, 
I am well aware, to trouble yqur Majesty with 
such particulars ; but it doubtless, is tru;, that I 
bid hini not take the candles away from No. 9. 
The candles which are used in my drawing-room> 
are considered as his perquisites. Tho«e on the 
contrary which are used in my private apartment 
are the perquisites of my maid. I thought that 
upon the whole it was a fairer arrangement, when 
1 was at Southend, to give my maid the perqui- 
sites of the candles used at Mo. 9 ; and I made the 
arrangement accordingly, and ordered Mr. Bid* 
good to leave them. This, Sire, is the true account 
of the fact respecting the candles ; an arrange-' 
ment which very p«)ssibly Mr. Bidgood did not like. 
But the putting out the candles myself, was 
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not the only thing, ftom which the inference is 

• 

drawn, thar Captain Manby slept at my house, at 
No. 9, and as is evidently insinuated, if not stated, 
*n my bed- room. There were water-jugs, and 
basins, and towels left fn the passage, which Mr. 
Bidgood never saw dt other times. At what other 
times does he mean ? At other times than those at 
which he su^pccied^ from seeing them there, that 
Captain Manby slept in my house? If every 
time he saw the basins and towels, &c. in the 
passage, he suspected Captain Manby slept there, 
it certainly would follow that he never saw then^ 
at times when he did not suspect that fact. But 
Sire, upon this important fact, important to the 
extent of convicting me, if it were true, of High 
Treason, if it were tiot for the indignation which 
such scandalous, licentious wickedness and malice 
excite, it would hardly be possible to treat it with 
any g^avit3^ Whether there were or were not 
basins and towels sometimes left in a passage at 
Southend, which were not there generally, and 
ought to have been never there, I really cannot in- 
form your Majesty. It certainly is possible, but 
the utmost it can prove, I should trust, might be 
some slovenliness in my servant, who did not put 
them in their proper places ; but surely it must be 
left to Mr. Bidgood alone to trace any evidence, 
from such a circumstance, of the crime of adultery 
In me. But I cannot thus leave this fact, for I 
trust I shall here again have the same advantage 
from the excess and extravacrance of this man's 
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malice, as I have a^i-early had on the other part of 
the charge, from the excess and extravagance of 
his confederate Lady Douglas. 

What is- the charj^etli't he would insinuate? 
That I nieriitated and effected a stolen, secret, clan-*' 
destine intercourse with an adulterer ? No.— 
Captain Manby, it ^eems according to his insinu- 
ation, slept wrth me in my own house, under cir» 
cumstances, of feiich notoriety that it was impossible 
that aiiy of my female attendants at least should not 
have known it, • Their duties were varied on the 
occasion: they had to supply basins and towels in 
places where they never* were supplied, except 
when prepared for him ; and they were not only 
purposely so prepared,' but prepared in an open 
passage, exposed to view, in a manner to excite the 
5usfHcion of those who were not admitted into the 
secret. And what a steret was it, that was thus 
to be hazarded ! No less than what, if discovered, 
would fix Captain Manby and myself with High 
Treason ! Not only therefore must I have been 
thus careless of reputation, and eager for infamy; 
hut I must have been careless of my life, as of 
my honoar.— Lost to all sense of shame, surely I 
must have still retained some regard for life.-* 
Captain'' Manby too with a fol)y gnd madness 
equal to his supposed iniquity, must then have 
put his life m the hands of my servants and de- 
pended for his safety upon their fidelity to me, 
and their perfidy to the Prince their master. If 
the excess of vice* and crime in all this is believed. 
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could its indiscretion, its madness find credulity t» 
adopt it almost upon an evidence ? But what 
must be the state of that man's mind, as to preju* 
dice, who could come to the conclusion of believ- 
ing it, from ihe fact of some water-jugs and tow*' 
els being found in an unusual place, in a passage 
near my bed-room ? For as to his suspicion being 
raised by what he says he saw in the looking-glass^ 
fi it was as true as it is false, that could not occa* 
sioD, his believing^ on any particular nighr, that 
Captain Manby slept in my house ; the situation of 
these towels and basins is what leads to that belieil 
But Sire, may I ask, did the Commissioners be^ 
litve this mun's suspicions ? If they did, what do 
they mean by saying that these iacts of great in^ 
decency, &c. went to a much less extent than the 
principal charges ? And that it was not for them 
to state their bearing and effect ? The bearing of 
this fact unquestionably, if believed, is the same 
98 that of the principal charge : namely, to prove 
me guilty of High Treason. They therefore could 
not believe it. But if they did not believe it and 
as it seems tome. Sire, no men of common Judg- 
jpent could, on such a statement how could they 
bring themselves to name Mr. Bidgood as one of 
tliose witnesses on whose unbiassed testimony they 
coukl so rely r or how could they, (in pointing 
bim out with the otl)er three as speaking to facts, 
pariicularly with raped to Captain JUIanby^ which' 
must be credited till decidedly contradicted, 
omit to specify the facu which jie spoke to that 
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tbey thaa Ihoaght worthy of belief, bat leave the 
wbok^ iDckiding this incredible part of it, recom* 
Hsended to belief by their general and unqualified 
sa&ction and approbation. 

But the falsehood of this charge does not te^ 
on its 4ncredibfli^ alone. My servant Mrs. Sander, 
who attended constandy on my person, and whose 
tied-^room was close to mine, was examined by tfa^ 
Commissioners; she must have known this fact 
if it had been true ; she positively swears, ^' that 
she did not know or believe, that Captain Manby 
staid till very late hours with me ; that she never 
suspected there was any improper familiarity be- 
tween us. M. Wilson who made my bed> swters» 
that she had been in the habit of making it ever 
Mice she lived with me^ that another maid^ whose 
Bame was Ami Bye^ assisted with her in makii% 
it,, and swears from what she observed, that she 
never had any reason to believe that two persons 
had slept in it. Referring thus by name to her 
idlow servant, who made the bed with her, but 
that servant, why I know not, is not examined. 

Aryour Majesty then finds the infi^rence drawn 
by Bidgood to amount to a fact so openly and un- 
disguisedly profligate, as to outrage all credibflity, 
as your Majesty finds it negatived by the evidencJe 
of time witnesses, one of whom, in particular^ if 
sttdi a fact were true, must have known it ; as 
your Majesty finds one witness appealing to ano- 
ther,; who is pointed out as a person who must 
have been able, with equal means of knowledge, 
to have confirmed her if she spoke true^ and - to 
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have contradicted her if she spoke 'false*' AniJ, 
Sire, when added to aU this, » your Maj sti^ is grtf- 
Ciously pleased to recollect that Mr. Bidgood was 
one of those who, though in my service, submit- 
ted themselves voluntarily to be . examior d ' pre- 
vious tQ the appointment of the Commissioners, 
m confirmation of Lady Douglas's statement, 
without informing . me of the fact; and when I 
state to your Majesty,, upon the evidence of 
Philip Kraciceler aud Robert Eaglestone, whose 
deposixion I annex,* timt this unbiassed witness^ 
during the pendency of these examinations before 
the Cbmmiasioaers, was seen to be in confer^ooe 
.and cpnununication with Lady . Douglas, my 
most osteosiUe. accuser, do I raise my *expec- 
tatioos loo higli, .when I confidently trust that' 
4is malice, andiiis falsehood, as wdl as bis con- 
nection in this conspiracy against my honour, my 
station in this kingdom, . and my life, wiA •ap- 
pear to your Majesty too plainly for him to receive 
any credit, either in tliis or any other part of his 
testimony ? > 

The other circumstances, to which he speaks, 
are com pari tively too trifling, for me to trouble 
your Majesty with any more observations upon 
fais evidence. 

. The remaining part of the case, which respects 
Captain Manby relates to my conduct at £a&t 

Cliff. 

How little Mrs. Lite's examination affords for 
observations upon this part of the case, except 
as sliewing how very seldom Captain Manby cal- 
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led upon me while I was there, I have already 
observed. Mr. Cole says nothing upon this part 
of the case ; nor Mr. Bidgood. The only witness 
amongst the four whose testimonies are distin- 
guished by the Commissioners as most material^ 
and as these oh which they particularly rely, who 
says any thing upon this part of the case b Fanny 
IJoyd. Her deposition is as follows.* 

** I was at Ramsgate with the Princess in 1803. 
^. One morning when we were in the bouse at 
•< East Cliff; somebody, I don't recollect whp» 
^* knocked at my door, and desired me to prepcCre 
'^ breakfast for the Princess. This was about six 
'* o'clock i I was asleep. During the whole time 
*' I was in the Prince's service, I had never beea 
*^ called up before to make the Princess's breakfast. 
** I slept in the house-keeper's room^ on the gpround 
'^ floor. I opened the shutters of the window for 
<* light I knew at that time that Captain'Manby's 
<^ ship was in the Downs. When I opened the 
<< shuttersj I saw the Princess, walking down the 
" Gravel* Walk towards the sea. No orders had 
<* been given me over*night to prepare breakfast 
'* early. The gentleman the Princess was with 
*' was a tall man. I was surprised to see Uie 
'^ Princess walking with a gentleman at that time 
^ in the morning. I am sure it was the Princess." 

What this evidence of Fanny Lloyd applies, 
I do not feel certain that T recollect The circom* 
stances which she mentions mighty I think, have 
•ccurred twice while I was there, and which time 
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she alludes to, I cantiot prete»id to say. I mean on 
occasiou of two water parties, which I intendeil; 
one of which did not take place at all, and the 
other not so early in the day as was iotended, nor 
.was its object effected. Once I intended to pay 
Admiral Montague a visit to Deal. But, wind and 
tide not serving, we Sailed much later than we in* 
tended ; and Instead of landing at Deal, the Admiral 
jcame on board our vessel, and we returned to East 
Cliflfin the evening, on which occasion Captain 
Manby was not of the party, nor was be in the 
Downs— but it is very possible, that having 
. prepared to set out early, I «ight have walked 
down towards the sea^ aiid been seen by Fanny 
lioyd* On the other occasion. Captain Manby 
was to have been of the party, and it was to haVe 
been on board his ship. - I desired him to be early 
at my house in the morning, and if the day suited 
me, we would go. He came ; I walked with hiln 
towitrds the sea, to look at the morning ; I did 
not like the appearance of the weather, and did 
not go to sea. Upon either of these occasions 
Fanny Lloyd might have been called up to make 
breakfast, and might have seen me walking. As 
to the orders not having* been givea her over night, 
to that I can saty nothing. 

But upon this statement, what inference can be 
intended to be drawn from this fact? It is the 
<«ly one in which F. Lloyd's evidence can in aay 
degree be applied to Captain Manby, and slie is 
•ne of the important witnesses referred to, as 
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{Proving something which nuist^ particularly^ as 
with rbgard to Captain Manby, be credited till 
contradicted, and as deserving the most serious con- 
sideratioD. From tlie examination of Mrs. Fitzge- 
rald I collecty that she was asked whether Captain 
Manby e?er slept in the house at East Cliff, to 
whi ch she ^ to the best of her knowledge, answers 
in tiV^^PUive. Is this evidence then of Fanny 
Lloyd's relied upon to ^ afford an inference thqt 
Captain Manby slept in my house ; or was there at 
an improper hour ? or in a manner, and under cir- 
cumstances, which afforded reason for unfavour- ^ 
able interpretations? If this were so, can it be 
believed that I would, under such circumstances^ 
have taken a step, such as calling for breakfa^t^ 
.« at an unusual hour, which must have made th^ 
fkct more notorious and remarkable, and brought 
the attention of ^be servants, who must have 
waited at the breakfast, more particularly and 
pointedly to it ? 

But if there is any thing which rests, or is 
suppoeed to rest, upon the credit of thia witness-— 
.though she is one .of the four, whose credit Your 
Majesty will recollect it has bcfi&n stated that there 
was no reason to question, yet she stands in a 
predicament in which, in general, ac least, I had 
undentood it to be supposed, that the credit of a 
witness was not only questionable, but materially 
shaken. For^; towards the beginning of her exami- 
nation* she st4tes,^ that Mr. Mills attended her for 
a cold ; he asked her if the Prince came to Black* 
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heath backwards and forwards ) or something to 
that effect : for the Princess was with child ; or 
looked as if she was with child. This must have 
been three or four years ago. She thought it must 
be sometime before the child (W. Austin) was 
brought to the Princess. To this fact she posi- 
tively swears, and in this she is as positively con** 
tradicted by Mr. Mills \^ for he swears, in his de* 
position brfore the Commissioners, that be never 
did say to her,, or any one, that the Princess was 
with child, or looked as if she was with child ;-m 
that^he never thought so nor surmised any thing of 
the kind. Mr. Mills has a partner^ Mr« Edmeads.. 
The. Commissioners therefore, conceiving Uiat Fan* 
ny lioyd might have mistaken one of. the partners 
for the other, examine Mr. Edmeads also. Mr. 
£dmeads,t in his deposition, is equally positive, 
that he never said any such thing^-««so the matter 
rests upon these depositions ; and upon that state 
of it, what pretence is there for s^ing that a 
witness who swears to a conversation with a medi^ 
cal person, who attended me, of so extremely 
important a nature ; and is so expressly and de* 
cidedly contradicted in the important fact which 
she speaks to, is a witness whose credit there 
appears no reason to question \ This important 
circumstance must surely have been overlooked 
whe^ that statement was made. 

But this fact of Mr. Mills and Mr, Edmeads! con^ 
tradiction of Fanny Lloyd, appears to Your Majesty 
fpr the first time, from the examination before the 
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C!<»tnmissioners. — But this is the fact which I charg<f 
as having been known to those, who are concerned 
in bringing forward this information, and which, 
nevertheless, was not communicated to Yoar Ma» 
jesty. — ^Tbe fact that Fanny Lloyd declared, that 
Mr. Mill9 told her the Princess was with child, is 
stated in tlie declarations which were delivered to 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, and by 
him forwarded to Your Majesty.— The fact that 
Mr. Mills denied ever having so said^ though 
known at the same time, is not stated. 

That I may not appear to have represented so 
strange a fact, without sufficient authority, I 
subjoin the Declaration of Mr. Mills* and the 
Deposition of Mr. Ed meads, which prove it.*^— 
Fanny Llo} d's original Declaration which was de- 
livered to His Royal Highness, is dated. on the 
12th of February. It appears to have been taken 
at the Temple; I conclude therefore at the cham- 
bers of Mr. Lowten, Sir John Douglases solicitor, 
who,^ according to Mr. Cole, accompanied him 
to Cheltenham to procure some of these Declare 
rations. On the ISth of February, the next day 
after Fanny Lloyd's Declaration, the Earl of 
Moira sends for Mr. Mills upon pressing business. 
Mr. Mills attends him on the 14th ; he is asked 
by his Lordship upon the subject of this conversa-* 
lion;; he is told he may rely upon his Lordship^a 
honour, that what passed should be in perfect 
confidence ; (a confidence which Mr. Milk, feel« 
ing it to be on a subject too important to bis 
f haracter, at the moment disclaims ,) — the it was 
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his (the Earl of Moira's) duty to his Prince, as 
his counsellor, to inquire into the subject, which 
he had known for some time.— Fanny Lloyd's 
statement being then related to Mr. Mills, Mr. 
Mills, with great warmth, declared that it was 
an infamous falsehood. — Mr. Lowten, who ap- 
pears also to have been tliere by appointment, 
was called into the room, and he furnished Mr. 
Mills with the date to which Fanny Lloyd's 
Declaration applied. Tlie meeting ends in 
Lord Moira*s desiring to see Mr. Mills's part- 
ner, Mr. Edmeads, who, not being at home^ 
cannot attend him for a few days. He does, how- 
eirer,'upon his re)um, attend him on the 80th of 
May : on his attendance, instead of Mr. Lowten^ 
he finds Mr. Conant^ thd magistrate, with Lord 
Moira. He denies the conversation with Fanny 
Lloyd, as positively and peremptorily as Mr. Mills* 
Notwithstanding however all this, the Declaration 
of Fanny Lloyd ii delivered to His Royal Highness, 
and accompanied by these contradictions^ and for* 
warded to Your Majesty on the spth. That Mr. 
Lowten was the Solicitor of Sir John Dougbs in 
this business, cannot be doubted, that he took 
some of those Declarations, which were laid before 
Your Majesty, is clear ; and that he took this De* 
claration of Fanny Lloyd's, seems not to be ques- 
tionable. That the Inquiry by the Earl Moira, two 
days after her Declaration was taken, must have 
been in consequence of an early communication of 
it to him, seems necessarily to follow from what is 
above stated ; that it was known on ^e 14tb of 
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May, that Mr. Mills contradicted this aseertiofi ; 
and, on the SOch, that Mr. Ed meads did, is per* 
fectiy clear ; and yet, notwithstanding all this, the 
fact, that Mr. £dmeades and Mr. Mills contra* 
dieted it, seems to have been not communicated to 
His Royal Qighness the Prince of W^les, for he, 
as it appears from the Report, forwarded the De* 
clarations which had been delivered to His Royal 
Highness, through the Chancellor, to Yoar Ma- 
jesty : and the Declaration of Fanny Lloyd » which 
had been so falsified, to the knowledge of the Earl 
Moira and of Mr.^ Lowten, the Solicitor for ^if 
John Douglas^ is sent in to Your Majesty as on« 
of the documents, on which you were to grooiMl 
your Inquiry, unaccompanied by its falsification by 
Mills and Edmeads ; at least, no declarations by 
them are amongst those, which are transmitted to 
me, as copies of the original Declarations which 
were laid before Your Majesty. I know Botwbc- 
tfaer it was Lord Moira, or Mr. Lowten, who 
should have communicated this circumstance to 
His Royal Highness ; but that, in all fairness, it 
ought unquestionably to have been communicatefl 
by some one. 

. I dare not ttaist myself with any inferences 
from this proceeding ; I content myself with re* 
oiarking, that it must now be felt, that I was jus* 
tified in saying, that neither His Royal Highnessi 
nor Your Majesty; any more than myself^ had 
bern fairly dealt with> in not being fully infi^nned 
Upon this important fact ; and Your Majesty will 
^gtve a weak^ unprotected woman^ like myself 
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who, under such circumstanced, shoulcf appre^ 
bend that^ however Sir John and Lady Douglas 
ui^ appear my ostensible accusers, I have other 
enemies, whose ill- will t may have . occasion to 
fear, without feeling myself assured, that it will 
]ie strictly regulated, in its proceeding against 
me, by the principles of fairness and of jus- 
tice. 

I have now. Sire/ gone through all the evidence 
which respects Captain Manby ; whether at Mon- 
tague House, Southend, or East Cliff, and I do 
trust, that Your Majesty will see, upon the whole 
of it, how mistaken a view the Commissioners 
have taken of it. The pressure of other duties en- 
grossing their time and their attention, has made 
them leave the iuiportant duties of this investiga- 
tion, in many particulars, imperfectly discharged— 
a more thorough attention to it must have given 
them a better and a truer insiolu into the characters 
of those witnesses, upon whose credit, as I am 
convinced. Your Majesty will now see, they have 
without sufficient reason relied. Tliere remains 
nothing for me, on this part of the charge to per- 
form; but, adverting to the circumstance which 
is falsely sworn against me by Mr. Uidgood, of the 
salute, and the false inference and insinuation from 
other facts, that Captain Manby slept in my house, 
eitlier at Southend, or East CliflT, on my own part 
most solemnly to declare, that they are both utterly 
fUse ; that Bidgood's assertion as to the salute, is & 
malicious slanderous invention, without the sHgfat* 
i$t sh^ow of truth to support it; that his suspicionsr 
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«iid iiisinuationsy' as to Gaptain Manby's having 

slept in my hou^, are ako the false suggestions of* 

liis own malicious mind ; and that Captain Manby 

viever did^ to my knowledge or belief^ sleep in my 

house at Southend, Eastt.'liflT, or any other house 

*of mine whatever; and, hoivever often he may 

have been in my company, I solemnly protest to 

Your Msyesty^ as I ha^re done in the former casesj* 

that fifothing ever passed between him and me, 

that 1 diottld be ashamed, or unwilling that all 

the world should have seen. Afid I have aide, with 

l^reat pain, and with a deep sense of wounded 

delicacy^ applied to Captain Manby to attest to 

the same tniths, and I subjoin to this letter jiiy 

'Deposition to that effect. 

I 9tated to Your Majesty; tbctt 1 should be obliged 
to return to other parts of Fanny Lloyd's testi- 
mony ; At the end of it she says, *'' I never told 
Cole that M. Wilson, when *she supposed the 
Princess .to be in the library, had gone iiiio the 
Princes's bed-room, and had found a man there at 
breakfast with the Princess ; or that there was k 
great to do about it, and that M. Wilson vras 
sworn to secrecyj and threatened to be turned away^ 
if she divulged what she had seen." Tbt$ part of 
her examination, your Majesty will perceive, must 
have beep c^Ued from her, by some precise ques^ 
tion, addressed to her, with respect to a supposed 
communication frota her to Mr. Cole, ^n Mr* 
Cole's exaitimation, there is not ode word upon tha 
i^ubject of it. In his original declaration, how^ 
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^ref thiftt is ; ithd there *y6ur Majesty iirilT pi^r^ 
ceive^ tkitt be affirms ihi factr of heir havings re^ 
parted to him Mary Wilson's deelandion in the 
very same words in which Fanny Lloyd denies il, 
tfhd it is therefore etideht that the Commissionerry 
in putting this question td' Pa^ny Lbyd^ must 
HaVe piit it to* her from' Gele's declaration. She 
posititely denies the fiact ; Uiere is then a flat andft 
preei^ ^ntrcfdiction^ hetWeen tiie examination of 
Fimny Ll6yd^ and the original statement of Mr;. 
€!oIe. It is therefore impossible that th<^ botlt' 
can haw spoki^ trae. The Commissioners^ for 
some reasoA> don't esnmine Cole to this point at 
a[Il ;. dbn'l endeavour to trace' out this" tM/ry ; if 
they had^ they must have dtstovei^d which o^ 
these witnesses spoke the truths bat they leave 
this contradiction^ not only unexplained^ but un^ 
inquired after, and in that state, report both these" 
witnesses. Cole and Fanny LXoyd, who thus speak 
Co the two sides of a contradiction^ ahd wha 
(hef^fefe eannot by possibility both speak 
fruth, as witnesses who cannot be suspected of 
partiality^, whose credit they see no reason to^ 
question, and whose story mu^ be believed tiS 
_ contpflflicted. 

But what is, i¥ possible, stiUfmoce exCraortBnary^ 
this Supposed communication from F. Lloyd to 
Cole, as your Majesty observes^ relates to some* 
thing which M. Wilson is supposed (o^have see^ 
ffiid to have said ; yet though M. Wilson appean 
herselir to have .been examined by the Commis- 
sioners on the same day with F^anny Lloyd^ in thr 
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;a0py.of her €$xaniinatioo> as delivered tome, theirs 
js no trace of any /ijuestion relating to this (kcbn- 
tioti having been put taher. 

And I have not less reason to tament^ than to be 
jsurprised^ that it did not occur to the Cpmniis- 
«ioners to.seeithe necessity of ^fplloyring this Inquiiy 
«till further. For, if jropeily pursued^ it woulA 
liave denMnstrated Iwo things^ both ^eiy important 
Ao be kept in mind in the whole of this considemtipn. 
First, bow hearsay representations of this kind, 
arising t)ut of JitUe^pr necking, becop^e iniignifie^ 
iand exaggerated by the circulation of prejudiced^ 
H)r malicious, lleporters,; and, .^ecwidly. At would 
Slave shewn the industry of Mr. and Mrs. -fiidgood, 
jis well as Mr. Cole, in coRectipg iiiformation in 
:fiupport of Lady Douglas's statement/ and in im^ 
oroving what they collected by their false cdour- 
•ings, and malicious additions to' it. They would 

Jiave found a story in MP8*;Bidgood's* declaration^ 
.as well as in her husband'sfC who relates it as hair- 
Wg heard it from ^his wife,) irhich is evidently .the 
osame as that which W., Cole's declaration contains. 
JFoT the Bidgood's declarations state, that Fanny 
Lloyd told Mrs. Qidgood »thal Mary Witeon had 
jgohe int9 4he Princess's bed room, and had found 
|her Royd Highness and Sir :Sidncy in the most 
icriininal situation; that she had left the I'oom, 
and was so shocked, that she fainted away at the 
4oor. Here then are Mrs. Bidgood^ and Mr. 
Cole, both declaring what they h|id heard Fannjr 
Uoyd say, and Fanny Lloyd denying it. How ex- 
liaordinary is it that they were not all confronted! 

f Appendix (B.) 106. f Appendix (B.) p 103. 
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tfid your Maj«ty w ill sec presently how much il 
i« to be lamented that they were not. For^ irom 
Fanny Lloycrs original declaration, it appeals 
diat the truth would have come out. A$ ^he 
Ihere slates (hat^ t '' To the best of her knowledge 
Mary -Wilson said^ that she had seen tlie Prin- 
cjess and Sir Sidney in the Blue JRpom, bpt never 
heard Mary Wilson say she was so alarmed ^a to 
be in a fit." If then, on confronting Fanny 
Lloyd with .Mi*s. Bidgood and Mr. Cole, the 
.Commissioners had found Fanny Lloyd's story to 
be what she relied before, ^pd had then put tl^p 
.question to Mary Wilson, and had heard froip 
her whfit it re^ly was which she bad seen and 
related to Fs^nny Lloyd, they could not have 

•been at d loss to have discovered which of these 

• • • • • . » 

• witnesses to)d the truth. They )yould have 
found, I am perfieclly confident, that all tliat 
Mary Wilson ever could have told Fanny 'Lloyi}, 
' was that she had geen Sir Sidney and myself in the 
Dlue Room, and they would then liave had to 
refer to the malicious and confedei^ted invention^ 
of the JBidgqods aqd Mr. pole, for the conversion 
of tjie blue-room, into the bed-room ; for the \\\e 
slander of whatM. Wilson wgs supposed to have 
seen, and for the violent effect which this scene 
^ad upon her. 1 say their confederated inventions, 
as it is impossible to suppose that tUey could have 
been concerned in inventing the same additions to 
Fanny Lloyd's story, unless they h^d communicated 
together upon it. And when they had once found 
Mrs. Bidgood and Mr. Cole, thus conspiring tc- 
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g^ther^ tbey would have bad no' difficuky in con- 
necting them both in the same conspiracy wilb Sir 
John Douglas^ by Shewing bow connected Cole 
was with Sir John Doughs^ ^nd how acqoahited 
with \i\» proceedings^ in collecting the eridence 
which was to support- Lady Douglas's declaration. 

For, by referring to Mr. Cole's declaration, made 
sm the SSd bS Febraary,* iliey would have ^een that 
Mr. Cole, in explaining some observation about 
Sir Sidney's supposed possession pf a key to the 
^ri^-den door, say$ ihat it was what '^ Mr. Lampert, 
the servant of Sii^ John Douglas, mentioned at 
Cheltenham to Sir John Douglas and Mr. JU>w- 
^' ten."— How should Mr. Cole know that Sir 
John Douglas and Mr. Lo.iitten hgd bepn down to 
Cheltenham, to collect evidence frqm thi? old serr 
vant of Sir John Douglas's? How should he 
have known \rhat that evidence was? unless he 
iiad either accompanied them himself, or at least 
had had such a communication either with Sir John 
Douglas, or Mr. Lowteii, as it never could have 
occurred to any of them to have made to Mr. CoIe> 
.unless, instead of being a mere witness, he were a 
party to this accusation ? B^t whether they had 
convinced th^msdves, that Fanny Lloyd spoke 
true, and Cole ax)d Mi?. Bidgpod fidsely ; or whe- 
jlier they bad convinced themselves of tlie reverse, 
\i s. could not have bepn possible, tliat tbey both 
icouldbave spoken the truth ; ^nd, consequently, the 
Commissioners could ^eycr have reported the ve- 
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iMky^of both to tie Iree from cnqpiciM^ and de* 
semfig' of credit 

. Thm only remains that t should mdke a few 
ebyRTfiqtions on what appean in the examinatione 
rakaiTe to Mr. Hood^ (now Lord HoodJ Mr 
Chester^ and Oaptatn Moove. And I really dionld 
BOt have thosght a single observatioa necessary 
«^n either of them^ except that what refers to 
them is stated in ibe examinations of Mrs. JLisIe. 
With respect to Lord Hood it b b^ follows: 
^ ^' I was at Oalherington with the Princess ;-«r 
^' Temember Mr, (now Lord Hood) thece, and the 
'^ Prinoess going out airing with faim^ akme in 
'* Mr. Hood's little wbisl^ey ;~-and his servant \Y'as 
^' with them ; Mr. Hood drove> and staid oat two 
" or three times ;-— ^nore than once^ three or four 
*^ times. Mr. Hood dined with us several times ; 

once or twice be slept in a house in the garden ; 

she appeared Ip pay no attention to bim^ but 
'^ that of common civility to an intimaie acquain- 
^' Utnce." Now^ Sire^ it is undoubtedly true that 
I drove out seiwera] times with Lord Hood in his 
one horse chaise^ and some few times, twice I 
believe at most^ without any of iny servant's atlemil- 
ing us ; and considering the time of life^ and the 
respectable character of my Lord Hood, I never 
pbould have conceived (hat I incurred the least 
danger to my reputation in so doing. If indeed it 
was the duty of the Gomraisstoners to inquire into 
instances of my conduct, in which they may conceive 
it to have been less reserved and dignified, than 
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irinit ttbidd proporlgr taeeoiae the enAed sftitliM 
#hich I hold in yodf Majesty's Royitl Family^ it i§ 
possible that^ io thel opinioQd of some, these 
drives with my Lord Hood were not con»steiil 
with that station ; and that they were particularly 
improper in those instances in which we were not 
attended by more servants, or any servants of my 
own. tJpon this I have only to observe, that tbeser 
instances occurred after i had received the news 
of the lamented death of yoar Majesty's brother, 
the Duke of Gloucester. I was at that time down 
by the sea side for my heahh^ I did not like to^ 
forego the advantage of air and exercise for the 
short remainder of (be time which I had to stay 
there ; and I purposely chose to go out, not in my 
own carriage, and unattended, that I might not be 
seen, and known to be driving about (myself f^nd 
my attendants out of mourning) while bific Royal 
Highness was known to have been so recerrtly dead» 
This statement, however, is all that I have to make 
upon my part of the case, and whatever indecoruui 
or impropriety of behaviom* the Commissioners 
have fixed upon me by this chxirmstance, it must 
remain ; for I cannot deny the truth of the fact, 
and have only the above explanation la offer of it. 
As to what Mrs. Lisle's examination contains Avitb 
respect to Mr. Chester and Captain Moore, it is 
so unconnected, that 1 must (rouble your Majesty 
with the stittement of it altogether. 

* ''I was with Her Royal Highness at Lady 
Sheiifield's at Christmas in Sussex ;-^I inquired what 

* Appendix (A.) p. 44r. 
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€orii|MHiy Wad there vfben 1 canie^-^e sbAA, OoH/' 
Mr. J^n Chester^ who was there by her Roya^ 
Highness's orders ; that ebe could get no otiief 
company tomeeC her^ on acconn't of the roads^ and* 
the season of the year. He diifed and slept there 
that night ; the next day other company caine, Mr. 
Cbester remained. I heard Her Royal Highness 
say she had been ill hi the night, and -came out for 
a light, and lighted her eandle in her servant'sr 
room. I- returned from Sheffield-place to Black-*' 
heath wth the Princess; CaptaiA Mobfe dinecf 
there ; I left him aitd the Princess twice alone, for 
a short time ; he might be alone half an hoar with 
her in the room below, in which we bad beenf 
sitting. I went to look for^a book to compleat st 
set her Royal Highness wai$ Tending Captaiif 
Moore. She made him a present of an mkstand; 
to the best of my recollection. He was there on6 
morning in January Btet, on the Princess Char- 
lotte's birth-day ; he went away before the rest of 
the company, I might be ^boiit twenty minuted 
the second time I was atray, the night Captain 
Moore was there. At Lady Sheffield's her Royal 
Highness paid more attention (o Mr. Chester 
than to the rest of tlie company. I know of her 
Royal Highness walking out alone^ twice, witli 
Mr. Chester in the morning alone ; once a short 
time it rained, the other not an hour, not long. 
Mr. Chester is a pretty young man ; her attentions 
to him were not uncommon ; not the same as ior 
Captain Manby/' 



And first, Slire, as to Vrh^A relates Id Mr. <]Jhes- 
ler.' If there is any imputation to be cast updrl 
My character by what passed at ShefBeld-ptace 
with Mr. -Chester, (and by the Commissioners 
returning to exaniine Mrs. Lisle upon my atten- 
iion'to Mr. Chester, my walking out with hini, and 
above all, '' as to his being a pretty young man," I 
conceive it to be so intended) I am sure your Ma- 
jesty will see that it is the Hardest thing iiiidginabl^ 
upon me, that, upon an occurrence which passed ill 
Lady Sheffield's bouse, on a visit to her. Lady Shef- 
field herself was neverexamined ; for if she had been, 
I am convinced that these Noble Lords, the Com- 
roissioners) never could have put me to the painful 
degradation of stating any thing upon this sabject. 
The statement begins by Mrs. Lisle's inquiring^ 
what company was there ? and Lady Sheffield say- 
ing, '^ only Mr. John Chester, who was there by 
her Royal Highness's orders ; that she could get no 
other coiiipany on account of the roads." Is not 
this. Sire, left open to the inference that Mr. Johti 
Chester was the duly person who had been idvited 

« 

by my orders ? It Lady Sheffield had be^n exam- 
ined, she would have been slbleto have [iroduced. 
the very letter in which, in answer to her Lady- 
ship's request, that I would let her know Vvliat 
company it would be agreeable for me to meet, J. 
said, '^ evefy thing of the ns^me of North, all the 
Legfges, and Chesters, William and John, &c. &c. 
an^ Mr. Elliott." Instead of singling out, therefore, 
Mr John Chester, I included him' in the enuai$- 
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tatbo which I made of the near rehtions of Lady 
Sheffield ; and your Majesty from this alone CBxy- 
not fail to see how false a colour^ even a true 
^ct can assume^ if it be not suflSciently inquired 
into and explained. 

As to the circumstances of my having bees 
taken iff in the nighty being obliged io get up, 
and lighf my candle ; why this fact should be 
reconfedy I am wholly at a loss to conceive. AH 
the circumstances however respecting it^ cou^^ 
nected very much as they are with the pafticu- 
Tar disposition of Lady Sheffield's house, would 
fiave been fully explained^ if thought material to 
have been inquired dler^ by Lady Sheffield hei'- 
iself ; and i should have been relieved from the 
painful degradation of aAuding at all to a circunf* 
Mance which I could not further detail^ without a 
great degree of indelicacy ; and as I cannot possibly 
suppose ^iich a detail can be necesisary for my de- 
fence^ it would^ especially in addressing your Ma^ 
Jesty, be wholly inexcusable. With respect to the 
attention which I paid to Mr. Chester^ and my 
walking out twice alone with him for a short time, 
1 know not how to notice it. At this distance of 
time I am not certain that I Can^ with perfect ac- 
curacy^ account for (he circumstance. It ap- 
pears to have been a rainy morning ; it was on 
the 27th or 28th of December; and whether, 
wishing to take a walk^ I did not desire Ladj 
Sheffieldj or Mrs. Lisle^ or any Lady to accom- 
pany roe in doing wbat^ in such a morning, I 
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fright think might foe disagreeable to them, I 
really cannot precisely state to your Majesty. 

But here agin^ perhaps^ in the judgment of 
some persons^ may be an instance ef iiuniiiarity 
ifirhich was not consistent with the dignity of the 
Princess of Wales; but surely prejudice against me 
land my character must exeeed all natural bounds 
in these minds in which any inference of crime^ or 
sioral depravity can be drawn frofu sueh a fact.*-«> 
As to Captain ^Moore, it seems he was left alone 
with me^ and twice in one afternoon by Mrs. 
Lisle ; he was alone with me half an hour. The 
first time Mrs. Lisle left us^ her examination says^ 
it ,was to look for a book which I wished to lend to 
Captain Moore. How long ^he was absent on that 
occassion she is not asked, but it could have been 
but ten minutes^ as she appears to have been absent 
twenty minutes the second time. The Commis* 
isioners^ though they particularly return (p the in- 
quiry with respect to the length of time of her se* 
cond absence, did not require her to tell them the 
[occasion of it ; if they had^ she would have tdd 
them, that it was in search of the same book ; that 
having on the first occasion looked for it in the 
drawing room, she went aJFlerwards to see for it in 
Mrs. Fitzgerald's room. — But I made him a present 
of an inkstand. I hope your Mqesty will not 
think I am trifling with your patience when I take 
notice of sucl| trifles. But it is of such trifles as 
thes^, that the evidence consists^ when it is the evi- 
d^nce of respectable witnesses speaking to fQCt| 
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|nd consequently speaking only the truth. Gap* 
tain Moore had conferred on me what I felt as a 
considerable obligation. My mother is very pai*- 
tial to the late Doctor Moore's writings^ Captaia 
Moore^ as your Majesty knows^ is his son^ and ho 
prpmised to lend me^ for the purpose of sending it 
to my mother^ ^, manuscript pf an unpublished 
work of thp Doctor's. In return for this civiUty I 
begged bis acceptance of a trifiing present. 

There is one circumstance alluclc(| to in these 
(Examinations^ ivhich I know not how to notice, 
|ind yet feel it impossible to omit-— I mean what 
respects certain anonymous papers, or letters^^ 
marked A. B. and C. to which Lord Cbolmonde* 
ley appears to have been examined^ upon the sup^ 
position of their being my hand-writing. A let- 
ter marked A. appears, by the examination of 
Lady Do^giass^ to have been produced by her ; and 
the ^wo papers^ marked B. and ^ cover^ marked 
p. appear to have been produced by Sir John. 
These papers I have pever seen .; but I collect theo^ 
to be the 6ame as are alluded to in. Lady Douglas 'a 
original Declaration, ai|d, from her representatioH 
of then)> they are paost infamoys productionsi 
From the stile ^nd language of the letter, she says. 
Sir John Douglass, Sir Sidney Smith, and herself, 
vrould have no manner of hei^itation in swearing 
point blank, (for that is her phrase) to their being 
in my h^nd-writing ; and it seems, from the state- 
ment of His lluyal Highness the Duke of Kent, 
|hat Sir Sidney Smith had l^efin imposed upon to 
believe, ^hat these letters ^nd -papers were realty 
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vrrilteii and sent to Sir John- and Lady Dougbs hy 
foe. I cannot help^ however^ remarking to your 
^Mtijcsiy, Jbstt, though Sir John and Lady Douglas 
prodttce- these papers^ and mark them, .yet neither 
.the one nor the other swears to their belief of ray 
.Jiand-writing ; it does not^ indeed^ appear^ that 
.^ey were asked the question ; and when it once 
.i£>€Carred. to the Commissioners to be material to 
.Inquire whose hand -writing these papers were^ I 
should have been much surprised at their not apply- 
ing to Sir John and Lady Douglas to swear it, as 
in their original Declaration they offer to do^ if it 
iiad not been that^ by that time^ I suppose^ the 
Commissioners had satisfied themselves of the true 
yaluc of Sir John and Lady Douglas's oatbs^ and 
therefore did not think it worth while to ask them 
kny further questions. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent^ as ap« 
pe^rs by bis narrative^* was convinced^ by Sir 
Sidney Stjoith, that these letters came from me. 
ms Royal Highness had be^n applied to by me^ in 
xonsequenee of my having received a forinal note 
|fom Sir JoHt), I^dy Douglas^ and Sir Sidney 
Smithy requesting an audience immediately ; tlus 
was soon ^ter my having desired to sj^e no mor^ 
of Lady Douglas, t conceived^ therefore^ the 
ftudiebce was required for the purpose of remon- 
•strance^ and explanation upon this circamstance^ 
hnd as I was determined not to.alt^r my resolu* 
jbn^ nor admit of ^ny discussion upon H, I 
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requested His Royal Highness^ tvIio happened to 
be acquainted with Sir Sidney Smithy (o try Iq 
prevent my having any further trouble upon the 
subject. His Royal Highness saw Sir Sidney 
JSmitb^ and being impressed by him vrith the be- 
lief of Lady Douglas's story^ that I was the author 
of these anonymous letters^ he did that which na- 
turally became him> undetr such belief ; he lendea^ 
voured, for the peace of Your Majesty, and the 
honour of th^ Royal Family, to keep from the 
knowledge of the world, what, if it had been true^ 
would have justly reflected such infinite disgrace 
upon me ; and. it seems, from the narrative that 
he procured, through Sir Sidney Smith, Sir John 
Douglas's assurance that he would, under extsiing 
circumstances, remain quiet, if left unmolested'. 
" This result (His Royal Highness says) he com- 
municated to me the following day, and I seemed 
satisfied with it/' And undoubtedly as he only 
communicated the result to me, I could not be 
otherwise than satisfied : for as all that I wanted 
was, not to be obliged to see Sir John and Lady 
Douglas, and not to be troubled by thera any roore^ 
the result of His Royal Highuiess-s interference, 
through Sir Sidney Smith, Was to procure me all 
that I wanted. I do not wonder that his Royal 
Highness did not mention to me the particulars of 
these infamous letters and drawings, which were 
ascribed to me ! for, as long as he believed they 
were mine, undoubtedly it was a subject which he 
must have wished to avoid; but* I lament, as it 
liappens, that he did not, as I should have satisfied 
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liinijr as fiuT; at kast as any assertions of minit 
coald have satisfied him, by declaring to hipi^ as I 
do now most solemnly^ that the letter is not mine^ 
and that 1 know nothing whatever of the contents 
ofit^ or of the other jpapers ; and, I trust, that His 
Royal Highness, and every oiie else who may have 
taken up any false impression concerning them to 
my prejudice, from the assertion of Sir John and 
Lady Douglas, will, upon my assertion, and the 
evidence of Lord Cholmondeley, remove from 
their minds this calumnious falsehckx], which, with 
many others, the malice of Sir John and Lady 
Douglas has endeavoured to fasten upon me. 

To all these papers Lady Douglas states, in her 
Declaration, that, not only herself aiid Sir John 
DougW, but Sir Sidney Smith, would have no he« 
sitation In swearing to be in my hand-writing'.-— 
What says Lord Cholmondeley?* — '' that he is 
perfectly acquainted with my planner of writing. 
Letter A. is not in my hand-writing ; that the two 
papers marked B. appeal to be wrote in a disguised 
hand ; that some of the letters in them remarkably 
resemble mine, but, becaose of the disguise, he 
cannot say whether they are or not; as to the 
cover marked C. he did not see the same resem- 
blance/' Of these four papers (all of which are stated 
by Lady Douglas to be so clearly and plainly mine, 
tliat there can be no hesitation upon the subject) 
two bear no resemblance to it, and although tlie 
other two, written in a disguised hand, have some 
letters remarkably resembling mine, yet, I trust, I 

• Appendix (A.) p. 47, • 
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sdall not upon such evidence, be subjected tb stf 
base an imputation ; and really^ Sire^ I know not 
iiow to accotlnt for the Commissioners examining' 
and reporting iipdh this subject in this manner, 
for I understahd from Mrs. Fitzgerald^ that tbes6 

djrawings -Were produced by the Commissioners 
to her ; and (hat she was examined as to hef 
knowledge of thein^ and as to the hand-writmg^ 
upon them ; that she tvas satisfied^ and swore that 
Ihcy Irere not my hand-writing, and that she knew 
nothing of them, and did not beheve they could 
possibly come from any lady in my house. She 
was shewn the seal also^ which Lady Douglas^ iii 
ber Declamtionj says, was the " identical one with 
" which I had summoned Sir John Douglas tB 
/' luncheon." To this seal, though it so much re- 
sembled one that belonged to herself, as to make 
her hesitate till she had particularly observed it, 
she was at last as positive as to the hand-writing/ 
and having expressed herself with some feeling and 
indignation at the supposition, tliat eitlier I^ her^ . 
selfj or any of my ladie^^ could be guilty of to fovi 
a transaction, the Commissioners tell hery they 
were satisfied^ and believed her ; and there is not 
one word of all tikis i-elated in her examinatioB. — 
Now, if their Lordships were satisfied from this, or 
any other circumstance, that these letters were 
not my writing ; and did not come from me, I can 
account for their not preserving any trace of Mrs?. 
Fitzgerald's evidence on this pointy and leaving 
it out of their inquiry altogether ; but^ if the/ 
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ihod^t pfoperti^ j^iBa^cine any evidence lipon it^ 
txx mdce it the siili^ect of any endninatioh ; smrvely 
they should not have left iimkhotd CJhc^monde- 
iey% alone;, bit I du^^t ho hate had the benefit of 
Mrs: FttEgemld'k evk|ence also. Bat w» I said be- 
4bre> tiiey (akfe'iia .ndti^e of her evidence>; nay; they 
finish their ^epiort, tfak^ execute it accwkittig totfaie 
4lateit bcsufisi^ upoik the 14th of if u^ and it is ndt 
until two daya afLei^iiraTds> namelyji iailf lfaki.:16th^ 
(iiat tbey : exemioe Lord Ch6lfilodrMey-to tke 
liai)d-witibg^>yj|th.wbal,viqlT( <ind for; what ^dif)- 
^ose^ i cBdmiot even w^nAsd^- but. with' whatever 
View^ and for Whatever ptiirAose^if tlkeselcttei^ dro 
at all to be ftUaded Iq in .their, i^porti or the ej(%- 
tninatiofffi accompanying it^ surely I oaght tq hayp 
^ ha4 the benefit of the other evidence> ^vi^^h ^^ 
proved n^ conn/ectioB with tbem« ).::.. > 
I have now, Sire^, gone through all the matteri 
contained in the examination, on which I think it, 
in.. any degr^e^ necessary^ to trouble your Majesty 
With any observations.— -For as to the examiuatioii 
bf Mrs. Townley> the washerwoman^ if it applies at 
iali, it must have h^n intended to have afforded 
evidence of niy pregnancy and mi8carriage,-^And 
whetner the circumstance sbe speakis to was occasi- 
oned by my having been bled with lee^hes^ gr 
whether an actual miscarriage did take jilace in;n^ 
ihmily^ and by some means linen belonging to* me 
ifras procured and used upon the occasion ; or X6 
Whatever oilier eircumstancq it is to be ascribed 
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After tbciiHUiMrm mbkhittm Ctihttsimfien kiTCf 

i!i]ipns9^ theit ^piiuoBi on the paH of the case re- 

«|le6tin|ptty itappoMd: pregnant j# and after the 

cvtdenQC on \tJucbtbdy fbniod tkdr ophdoa^ I 4o 

•BiKeimeeiMiaysell Ci^edtt|Nia IK^/say atijr thing 

npdu k} ov Itet any tbiii|^ I cottid sayiMdtibe 

aiDT^ wfb&clory tfaas nyMklag; tfir ^inioii of the 

CSomiiistaionem, a» itatnk in tlMir Reports tis. 

^' Tbai/ttolhHT^ had appekred to tlicM y^Mch \toM 

"vtmrMftft ito belief fliM I wa» prngaaiyt kvthat year, 

-^^bifyi^y^ w at any oth^F ^viod wilhitt the ooflipaca 

mi Hsm Jiiqviriwt^hatr they wanldJMkfae wartattl- 

-ask mr^tf^igsiiiig mry lA^^ ttm aUaged 

^fegtonefy of t6te fVi/K?(^9S/ kM fiMtel^iil fhe^iginat 
'^eciamt^on^, i» faeet ^ Mly e6nMAeted|, ika^ by ea 
Ihkny if Uhe^S, to ivRonr, if trrife, ft rtto* Jti TOri- 
eu9 xf&ys' have been kndun^ 1!faat ^e cannol Ihink 
It entfllcrf M the wnaBtsst creclit/' 

Thfcter af e mdecd some other tmttcfs^ m^irtionerf 
m the oliginal deelaraliona, trhith f ihi^Ift htfrc 
fmimJ^ it hcees^stry to observe apon ; bnt ad the 
ConwAiftsiwiert (to «ot appear tohtfve ^tltcred mio 
any exammation mth respcel lor them^ I content 
myself *ith thinking that tfiey hadfoand the means 
of salisfying themselves of llie niter felsebood of 
ttioee ifWFticulai's, and therefore that they can j-e- 
^rii^uo contradiction or observation from me. 

On the dcclaralionv therefore, and the evidence, 
1 havT nothing further to remarfe. And, consci- 
ous of the fcngth at which I have trespassed on 
your Majesty -s patience, I wiU forbear to waste 
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'year time "hy an]r'efi4eM#iur ior^wpilaliite ^Ivit t 
havenikl. Some few" obfierwIiM*, il^w^MP^^ ber 
fore I coaelttde, I maik iwpe to be pvMilM t» 
Aulijoin. 

^our Mii}e8ty will i^bsasye tln^ I hus^ )M>tico4^ ^hfst 
jhttve appealed to me to ba greatjWH^MOiia <m (he 
part odtlie CtmflitmetierVi m the mani^f of takin^^ 
ibeir examiwtions ; ia forbfl^riag to pyt ^x\y q^uesr 
lions taUiewita^wa6> in tlie n^r^ q^.g cro^s^^x^ 
iamiaalion of tbem;'-*^ confront them with es^H^ 
4ither ; aa4 to call other witncsscft^ wbfl^ t^timonjf 
maat'^itb^rhafetconfirmed or falsi te4/ in Import- 
ant partical^M^ the examiuatipn^ as th?y bav<e tBr 
ken thev. It inajr perhaps Qccujr^ in coiisec^ence 
of sach i^baervatipns^ that I ma desirous th^^ thji^ 
Inquiry shpuld be opene.d again ; tl^at tiic Commis- 
sioners should recommence their labours^ and that 
they should proceed to sujpply tl^ defers in theijr 
previouc examinfrtfons^ by a fuller execution qf 
their duty.— jl therefore tliink it necess^ry^ most 
distinctly and emphatically to statc^ that I liave no 
such meaning ; and whatever may be the risk that 
J may incur of being charged witii betraying a con- 
ficiousoess of gUilt^ by thus flyiog if«*om an exten- 
^ aioA or r^tition of thi^ Inquity^ i must distinctly 
etate, that so £iir from Requesting the revival of it, 
I humbly request your Majesty would be gracious. 
ly pleased to understand me a^ remonstrating^ and 
protesting against it^ in the stro^igest and inost so- 
^mn manner in my power. 
' I am jet to learn the legality of such a Commission 
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4o mquirf > eten in the case of Higfa Treuou^ c^r 
' «ny other crime knovm 4o die laws of the. countiy. 
if it is law&l in the^^ise of HighTreasoji^ sappoaed 
to be committed by me^ surely it must be lawfu) 
aho in the ease of Higfa Treason supposed ixx be 
tommitted by otiier subjects of your. Majesty « 
- That there is much ofcjecCton to it^ in reason and 
principle^ my understanding assures roe. That such 
inquiries^ carried on upon ex parte examination^ 
and a Report of the result by persons of high au* 

thority^ inay^ nay must^ have a tendency to pre^ 

• 

Judice the characler of the parties who are expose 
ed to them^ and thereby influence the further pro* 
ceedinglft in their case; — ^that are calculated U^ 
keep back from notice^ and in sjBCurity, the per- 
son of a hilsfi ac^user^ and to leave the accused in 
the predicament pf neither being able to look for»^ 
ward for projteclion to an acquittal of himself 
nor for redress to tjie conviction of his accuser.— 
That these and mai>y other objections occur to 
such a mode of proceedings in the cas^ of a crime 
known to the laws of this country^ appears to be 
ouite obviou8.«-rBut if- Conjimissioners acting un- 
der such a power, or your Majesty's Privy Obun^ 
cil^ or any regular Magistrates^ when they he^e 
satisfied themselves of the falsehood of the princi- 
pal charge, QrUd the ab3ei\ce of all legal and sub- 
stantive offence^ are to be considered as empow* 
ered to proceed in the examination of the parti- 
culars of private life ; to report upon the pro* 
prieties of domestic conduct ; . and the decorums 
of private nehavibur/ and to pronounce their 
opinion against the party^ upon the evidence of 






I 



'dissklMed %i^^i(ts> tviioic tmcity they ave.lo 

^6M*'tt^ ftd tftiimp^ehable/ and U> do thra witi)- 

dtit periTHtting the ' pei^otis whds^ condiict is i»« 

qtiired into^ to suggest one word in tepianaliiai 

or contradiction' of the* matter With which they 

tu*e thar^ed : it would, I MbxAit to yOar Majek*^ 

ty, prove such an attack npoti ' the secuHly and 

'iponfidence of domestic Kfe, sucfc a means of i^- 

cording, under the sanction of great nahies ^nd 

i^h authority^ tlie mbst Ynaltcious, anc^ foulest 

mputationid^ that no character could possibly be 

secure ) and would do more to break in upon and 

undermine the happiness and comfort of life; 

than any proceeding; which could be imagined. 

*rhe pufaflic in general pefhaps may fcel not 
much interest In the establishment of such a pre- 
cedent in my case. They may think it to be a 
course of proceeding' scarcely applicable to. any 
private subject ; yet, if once such a course of ho* 
pour, of decency, and of manners^ was estabturfied; 
many su'bjects might occur to which it might b^ 
ihoa^ht advisable to extend its jurisdtcttoii, be«- 
yqnd^tfe* instance of a Princess of Wales. Bat 
^diould it be intencted (o be oonfined to me,, yoiir 
Majesty, I trust, witt not he surprised to find 
that it does not reconcile me tlie better U> it^ 
shoulcl I learn myself to be the single instance in 
your kingdom, who is exposed to Che scmtiny d 
so severe and formidable a tribanal. 60 fiir th»e^ 
fore from giving thdt tentclion or. consent to any 
fresh Inquiry, upon similar prindples, which I 
ihpuld seem to do, by requiring the renewal of 
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ibeie eumimiipM, } must p^^t^ Agniwt it^ 
protest against jtfae nature of tbf^: prpcofc^og^ ba<- 
-cauae ita rcauH caonot be fm, I miuit prote^ 
M long^ ai lea$t m Hrrep^ina dcmbtfuL Igaii^ 
the l^g^tjf of > w)iat has already passed^ as well m 
4b» tegaUty of ijs repetition. -^If the course be 
legaL I mast^ubout.to the la^s^ however severe 
ihty may be.- But I trust new law is not to b^ 
louiid out^.and applied, to my case.-rlf I am 
guilty of ^rimej I Iuu>w I am amen^l^, I am 
most contented to continue so^ to the impartial* 
j^wsof ymir Miyesty's kingdom; and I fear up 
charge, bfought against me^ in opei| day^ under 
the public eye> before the known tribunals ,of tli# 
jDPUQtry^ administering justice under those imi^ 
partial and enlightened laws. But. secret tribu- 
ocds^ created for the first time for me^ to form 
j^nd pronounce 4>pinions upou my condiict^ w:ithout 
hearing me ; to record^ in the evidence of the 
iH^itnesses which they report^ imputations against 
py characte;r upon eap parte e^aminat^ns — till 
I am bettef recoucUed to the justice of their pro^ 
ceodingSy I canoot fail tQ fear* And till I an^ 
better informed as t^ their legality^ I ^nnot fa^ 
in duty to my deaiMt interests^ mo^ solemnly <0 
remonstrate and to protest against thpm. 

If such tribunals as these are called into actioq 
against me by die false chargey of friends turne^ene? 
mies^ of aermntu tqin^ed traitoj^r and acting as spiea 
by the feid ccmspicacy of jiucjb[ social and domestic 
treason ; I can look to do seciirity tp my honour 
\R the most spotless and most cautious, innocenjpe. 
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' By tht cDntmdiqCloti' add tlenial wlikh iri thk oM 
i have fateea eimbled to' procure^ of tbe most imi 
porftiAt fipieta which h«vo been sworn agdinst me by 
Mr. Cukfvivid 'Mr.Bidgood i-^hy the obserrations^ 
and the reasonings^ which I have addressed to your 
Iftifyesty^ I am confidfeftt, thdt td tftcMe \those s^se 
of jttstitfe w«U lead them to N^ade tbrt^ugb t\m 
long deta^l> I shall hute reittoved the impression* 
irtlikh have been raised agahist oie.-^Bttt hoiv 
am I to insure ft patient attention to i^ Ai« i^tat^f 
ment ? How many will hear that the-IiOTd CSiaoi^ 
eellor^ the Lord Cbi^f Jastite of the King's 
Bench^ the First Lord of the Treosnry, and otot 

of your Majesty's Principal SecretHrief of States 
imve reported against me^ npon evidence which 
they have declared to be unbiassed and unques^ 
tionable ; who will never have the opportunity^ or 
If they had the opportunity^ might not have the 
inclination^ to correct the error of that Report^ 
by the examination of my statement. 

I feel, therefore^ that by this proceedingi my 
character has received essential . injory. For a 
Princess of Wales to have been placed in a sttt^ 
ation, in which it vras essential to her honour to 
request one gentleman to swear, dmt he was not 
Ibcked up at midnight in a room witli her alone : 
and another, that he did not give her a lascivimis 
salute, and never slept id her house, is to have been 
aehiBHy degraded and disghiced.-^I have been. 
Sire, placed in ibis situation, I have been enmHy^ 
jrar Mqjesty. will permit me to say so, cmeily 
degraded into the necessity of making ra€h re- 
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({ocBiB/^ A tiieceffiily' '^fUch I HMnriAr ocinld fkvii 
been exposed to even utifler this In^iry ; ' if morfe 
ftttentidn had lieen given to the exantiiJatiiA df 
these maliciotu cbdr^s; and df tl/e '^vfddnce "^A 
itfaicbttejr rtst. • ' . . . i . '. 

' Much solicitude h felt; krid justly M^ Ss cdtilnti^l 
iHtfi this Incfuiry, fir ^ ttie hononr dT y^tir MajefiJty's 

^ tllustrioqd fairiNy. But surely a trlie ' f^rjghrd t4 

that hbiiottr should have r^rtrained thi>se vrlio really 

, ftlt for it;, front mstltt^^ «ufch seydre reflectioifc on 

the characfcr ahdi^ircue of the Princcfss of Wlaler. 

If, indeed, fetter thfe rildst diiigen! dnil anxious 

inquiry, peiretrafing- into every circumstance con- 

■% ttected with tllo charge, sburchin^ every soqrce 
- ttom ithtch InfoVmatiori could be derived, and 

., licrutiniziii^ \<'ith all that acuteness, \\\i6 the ere- 
*r 6it and character of the witnestses, \vhich ^rcat ex- 
Jjerience, talent, and intc^liig^ence could bring tA 
iittch a^tfbject} and above all, if, dfter giving rn^ 
some opportunity of bfeing heard, the force of truth 
had, at len^h, eonlpeHed any persons to form, as 
rekinctantly, and as unwillingly as* they would, 
Ikgainst their <iwn datighters, <he opinion that hds 
been pronounced; no regard, uifquestionably, to' 
my honour and chtfraCtfer, Mr lo that of yoilr 
Majesty's Famity, as, in sdihc degree^ involved ih 

tnine, could llave justified thtf supjfreteion 6f that 
opinion, if legally called> for in the coursie cf 
oflScial and public duty; Whether subh caution 
and reluctance ar^ reaHy manifest ill these prtf*- 
ceedings, I must leave to less partial judgmeaW 
than my own to determine^ 



* 
In tne full exarainattbn of these proceedings^ 
%hich Justice to my own charactes. has require 
ed of roe^ I have been compelled to make many 
observations^ which^ I fear^ may prove offen* 
sive to persond in high power — ^Your Majesty 
win easily believe, when I soiemnty assure 
you, that I have bfeen deeply sorry to yield tp 
the necessity of so doing. This proceeding mani-^ 
fests that I have enemies Enough; I could uott 
"Wish unnecessarily io increase their number^ 
or their weight I trust, Jhowever, J hava 
done it, know I it has beeii my purpose to do 
it, in a manner as little offensive as the justice 
diie to myjself would allow of; but I have feli 
that i have been deeply injured; that I havp 
had much to complain of: and that iby silence 

how would hot be taken for jforbearance, but 

• 

would be ascribed to me as a confession of 
l^ilt. The Report itself announced Ito me, 
that these things which had been spoken to 
fay the witnesses; '' great improprieties and 
indecencies of conduct/' '* necessaatrily occa- 
sioning oidsi unfavovourable interpretations, and 
serving the most serious considerktion,'' '^ must 
he credited till decidedly contradicted." Th^ 
most satisfactory disproof of these circiimstancet 
(as the contradiction of the accused is always 
. received with cautipH and distnist) rested irt 

• • • r 

the proof of the foul malice and falsebobd of 
tny acciuers and their witnesses. The lUpiurt 
.annoanced to Your Majesty that those witoas* 

' Aa 
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i^e», tvhooi I felt to be foul coofederates in a base 
Mnspiracy against roe, were not to be susp^ct^ 
of anfiiYbiiTable bras^ ami their veracity, in the 
jndgtoint of the Commiasioneny not to be 
questioned. 

Under these circumfftanfcesr. Sire, what cOid^ 
f do? Could I forbear, in justice to myself^ W 
announce tcr Your Miyesty the existence of « 
eonsph«;y against n^ honour, and my station in 
this Country at leafet, if not a^inst my life? 
Gorild I forbear to point out to Your Majesty, 
Imw kmg this intended roischhef liad beenr 
meditated agamst roe? Gould I forbear tcr 
Joint out my dotibts, rft least, of the legality 
of the Commission under which fli6 proceed- 
iftg had been had? or to point out the errors 
and inaccuracies, into which the great and 
able men who Were named in this commission/ 
under the hurry and pressure of their great offi-/ 
cial. occupations, had fallen, in the execution 
of this duty ? Could f forbear to state^ and to 

m 

urge, the great injustice and injury that hacf 
been done to my character and my honour, 
by opinions pronounced against me without 
hearing me? And if, in the executioii 6f thit 
greftt task, io essential to my honour, ''I havef 
let drop any expressions ' which a colder, an(f 
more cautious fprudence, would hare check^y 
I appeal to Your Majesty's warm heart, and 
generous feelings, to suggest' my excuse^ tod i& 
afford my pardon. 
' Wliat 1 have said, I have said under th* 
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AraMiW ffi t£}xc\k miBfortutie, under ibe pro* 
y^tion of great ^nd aiccumuTated in|u8tice. Oh ! 
^jpK, to be unfbrtuimte^ and scarce to feel a^ 
liberty to lament' ; to be cruelly used, an^ to 
^1 it aTmost an offence and a duty tQ be sifent 
jB a. hard lot; but vse ba(|, IQ soi^e degree 

inured me to it : But to find my miiifo^tuvea 

,• ■ . . , ' • 

sod my injuries imputed fp me as faults; to be 
(Called to »ccoa^t upon si charge^ nyade againa^ 
me by tady Douglas^ who was thcmght at 
first worthy of credit/ ^bough she bai. 
pledged her veracity to the £^'ct^ of oky baVinjg 
>ul)^tted liuLt I was myself the aggresboir ii| 
i&Tery things of whiolii ) hi^d to cempjlain/basfUlV' 
dued all power of patient be^ag, and when I 
DinM called . u^on by ihe Gbibmissldn^* eith^ 
to .admit, by i^y silencer <he' ^il^ wbicb tb^ 
imputed to me/ or to en6er into my delfeiure, n^ 
coatradictton to it*-f-ho longer jLt liberty io ii- 
meXn silent^ I, perhapji, haVe ^ot know^ how, 
l^ith exact propriety^ tp limit my eipressiotis. 

In happier days of my life| before my spiiit 
|iftd beei^ yet ajt' all Jdwered by my muifortunes^ 
'% ahbtald bave been disposed to have inetsvch a 
/charge with ibe contempt Which^ l tnist^ by th^' 
'time^ your Majesty thought diie to it ; I should 
|iaTe been disposi^ to haye defied my enemies 
to the atmpst^ and to have Ojcorhed to answer to 
vny thing biii a legal charge, befon^ a competent 
tribunal; biit in my present misfidrtunes^ such 
Ibrce of mind is gone. I ought perhaps, so faj: 
1^ 1^ tbmkf ul to Hfitm . for tfa; ir wjbolesooi^ le|; 
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$pp8 of biimility. I have therefpre, t^ntered iota 
(bis long detail^ to eodeavoi|r to remove^ at tlie 
first possible opportunity^ any unfavourable ini- 
, pressions ; to rescui; inygelf from the dangei^ 
which the fontlnuance of these suspickms migbt 
occasion^ i^nd to preseix^ to me your . Majesty '^ 
good opinion^ in whose kindness^ hitherto^ I 
.haye foun4 infinite consolation^ and to whoae 
Justice^ under all cir^umst^nces^ I cw conft- 
l^ently apjpea]. 

Under the impression of these sentiments^ I 
throw niyse^f a( yQur Majesty's feet. I ktt€ff(^ 
^at whatever fentiments of resentment; what- 
ever wish for redress^ by the punishment of my 
f^lse accusers^ I oyght to feel, your Majesty^ 
.f»the Father of a S^tranger, smarting under false 
. ftccusatioQ, as . the Head of youf illustriotis 
House dishonoured in me^ and as the grtet 
Guardian of the Laws c^ your Kingdom, thus 
foully alten\pted to have been applied to the pqr- 
poses of injustice^ wiU not &i\ to fed for me. M 
fill events, I trust your Majesty will restore me 
io the blessing of your* Gn^ious Presence, and 
confirm to me, by your own Gracious Word^^ 
vour satisfactory conviction of my innpccnce. 

I am, .. . 

Sire, . 
With every sentiment of Gratitude and Loyalty, 
Your Mfyesty's most afi*ectionate 
and dutiful Daugbter-in-Law, 

Subject and Servant, 

Montague House, %d October, 1806. 
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^e Deposition of 2%(mas Manhy, Esquire] n 
Captain in the Royal Navy. 

Haying^ had read to me the following passage, 
from the Copy of a Deposition of Robert Bidgood, 
3Woni the 6th of Jane last^ before Lords Spencer 
lind Grenville, tiz. 

'' I wis waiting one day in the anti-room ; 
*^ Captain Manby had his hat in his hand^ and 
^^ kppeared to be going away ; he was a long 
*' time with the Princess, and as I stood oii the 
^'^teps^ wajjting, 1 looked i^ito th^ room ii) 
'^ which they were, and, in Ithe re Section on 
*^ the looking-glass^ I saw them salute eacii 
*' other — I mean^ that they kissed each other's 
'' lips. Captain Manby tb^n went Qway^ I 
^' then pl)8erved the Princess have her handker^ 
^' chief in her hands, and wipe her eyes, as if 
*' she was crying, and went into the drawing- 
'' room/' 
I do solemnly, and upon my oath, declare, th{it 
ibA said passage is' a vlfe a!nd wicked mvention ; 
that it is wh(>)ly and absolutely false ; that it is im- 
possible heaver could have seen, in the reflection 
of any glass^ any suth thii^g; as I never, upon anj 
occasion^ ' or in any Wtuation, ever had the pre- 
pomption to salute Her Royal Highness in any such 
manner^ or to tak^ any such Ifberiy, or oflbr any 
iucb insttU to her person. And having had read 
to me another passage, ffom tlie same Copy of the 
same Deposition, in which the said Robert Bid^ood 
i — '' 1 suspected that Captain Manby slept re- 
*' qiiently in the house; it was a subject* of con- 
'' versation in the h^>use. Hints were given by 
'' the servants j and I believe that others ^lus- 
** pected it as well as myself.'* 
1 solemnly swear, that such suspicion is wholly un- 
foanded, and that 1 never did, at Montague Hi>u<ie, 
Southend^ Ramsgate, East Cliff, or atiy where pN^, 
ever sleep in any house occupied by, or belonging la 
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HerRoyalHi^ness th^Prmcess of Wak^ and tfaii^ 
there never did any thing pass between Her Royal 
Highness the Princess of Wale^ ^d myself, that I 
phould be in any degree unwilling* that the woiid 
should have seen. 

(gigirpd) THO. MANfff. 

^wo^n at the Public Ofifico^ 
Hatton QardeQ^ i^ndoii^ 
the 2^ day, of Sept9n»- 
ber, 1 80$, before me, 

(Signed) THOMAS LEACH, 



\e Deporitton of Thomas Lawrence, of I 
tlreet Soho, in the County of Middlesex, 
trail Painter. 



Having had read to me |)ie fdlowip^ Extinct 
(xom S popy of a Deposition oi William Cole, 
purporting U) baye been sworn before Lords Sped^ 
per and Grenville the 10th Day of June, 1806, viz. 
^' Mr. Lawrence, the painter, used to jco to Mon^ 
** tague House about the latter end of IbOl, when 
^' he vras painting (he Princess, and be has Ae^ 
^' in the house two or three nights together. I 
'^ have often seen |iiin alone with £e Princess at ele* 
** ven or twelve o'clock at niglit; he has been tbens 
^* a9 late as one or two o;clock in the morning. One 
^' night \ saw him with the l^rincess in the blue 
^' room, aftcor the ladies had retired ; sometime 
r ** afterwards, when I supposed he was gone to 

j ^' his bed-room, I wen| to see that all was safe, 

I ^^and found the blue room door locked, and 

I ^' heaifd a whispering in It, and then went away/' 

I do solemnly, and upon my oath, depose that having 
received the comomnds of Her Koyal Higfanesi the 
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tVincess 6t Wales to paiQt her Boyai fli^oess^i. 
l^jrtrait, ieoid that of the JPrihcess Chatlotte ; I at-^ 
tended for that purpose at Montague House^ Black* 
Heath, several tirnes about the beginning of the 
year 1801, and ^ving bqen informed that Sir Wil* 
liam Beechy, upon a simili^r occasion, had slept ia 
the house, fot the greater convenience of executing 
his painting ; and it having heen intimated to me, 
that I might p|t>bably be allowed the sam(> ad vantage^ 
I signified my wish to avail niyself of h ; and accord-^ 
ingly I did sleep at Montague House several nights.-^ 
Tnat frequently, when employed upon this paintings 
and occasionally, between the dose of a day s sitting 
ffnc^etinle of Her Royal Highnesses dressing for din* 
Her, I have been alone in Her Royal Highnesses pre- 
sence ; I have likewise beeil graciously admitted to 
Her Royal Highnesses presence in the evenings, and 
remained there till twelve, one, and two oclopk; 
but, I do sdlemnty swear, I was never atone in the 
presence of Her Royal Highness iii an evening, to 
the best of my recollection and belief, excq^t in one 
single iiistance, and that for a short tinie, when I 
l«mained with Her Royal Highness in the Blue- 
room, or Drawing-room, as I remember, to answer 
soifie question which had been put to ' me, at the 
moment I was about to retire together with the ladies 
in waiting, who had t>een previously present as well 
as myself; and, though I cannot fecoUect the par^ 
ticulars of the conversation which then took place, 
I do solemnly sweai*, that nothing passed between 
Her Royal Highness and myself, which I could have 
had the least objection for all the world to have seen 
and heard. And I do further, upon my oath^ so- 
lemnly declare, that I never Was alone in the preseiice 
of Her Royal Highness in any othef place, or in any 
ot^er way, than as above described ; and that neither 
upon the occasion last mentioned, not upon any other 
was I ever in the presence of Iler Royal Highness^ 
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io any room whutevetj with the door locked, botteffi 
or fgsteoed, otherwise than in- the common and 
usual manner, which ieayea it in the power of any 
person on the outride 6f the door to open it, 

(Signed) THOS. LAWRENeE; 

Sw'orn at the Public Office, 
Hatton Garden, this 24th 
da\ of Seiilember, 1806, 
' ^ei'ore me^ 

(Signed) THOMAS tEACrf. 
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fi^i jbepositlon of Thomas Edmeades^ of Gre&n^ 
poich^ in the County o/^Kent, Surgeon* 

On Tuesdaiy, May 20th, 18o6^ I waited upotf 
Earl Moira, by his appointment, who, having in-. 
troducerf me to Mr., Connant, a Magistrate for 
Westminster, proceeded to mention a cnarge pre- 
ferred against me, by one of the female servants or 
lier Royal Highness the Princess of Wale^; of my 
having said, that her Royal Highness had been, 
pregnant. His Lordship then asked me, if I had 
not bled her Royal Highness ; and whether at that 
time, I did not mentioa to a servant, that I thought 
her Royal Highness in the family way ; and whether 
i did not also ask at the same time^ if the Frwce 
had been down to Montague House. . I foiswcredy 
that it had netrer entered my mind, that her Royal 
Highness was in such a situation, and tbalv 
therefore^ certainly, I never made the remark 
to any one ; nor had 1 asked whether his^ 
Itoyal Highness Iiad visited the house ;<-i^I said,' 
that, at that time, a report of the nature al- 
luded to, was prevalent; but that I treated it" 
as the infamous lio of the day. His Lordship 
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adrerted to tbe ctrcnntlaacet of Her Bt>jil Highiieu*4 
btviiig taken s child into her bouse ; tod observed^ hum 
dreadfal mittrnket about suoceMion to tbe thfooo wern* 
Odd whit coofutioo might be ceuaed by «ny okim of tbi^ 
child : I observed, that I wet avmre of it ; but repeated 
tbe assertion, that I bad never tkouglU of sucb % tbiog^at 
was sugfgested, and therefore considered it impo^ible^ ui 
a manner, that I could have given it uttnmif^e. I ob- 
served, that I believed, in the first instance, Mr. Scik^ 
man, the page, had mentioned this child to Her Rofal 
Highness, and that it came from Deptford, where I weqty 
when Her Royal Highness first took it, to see if any ill- 
ness prevailed in the &mily. Mr. Connant observed, that 
iie believed it was not an unusual thing for a medical man, 
when he imagined that a Lady was pregnant, to meottofi 
his suspicions to some confidential domestic in tbo^Mly 'S 
-F-I admitted tbe bare possibity, if such bed boeo ipjr 
opinion : but remarked, that the if must l)ave been t^ 
moved, before I could have committed myself in io abi» 
surd a manner. 

Lord Moira, in a very significant manner, with Us 
hands behind him, his head ,over one shoiilder, his ey«a 
directed towards me, with a sort of smile, observed^ '^ that 
he could not help thinking that there most be jmneihinf 
in the servant's deposition ;'* as if he did not give perfeol 
credit to what I had said. He observed that the matteir 
was then confined to the knowledge of a few ; and that 
he had hoped, if there had been any^ foundation for the 
aflidavit, I might have acknowledged U, that the afiair 
might have been hushed. With respect to the minor 
question, I observed, that it was not probable that I 
should condescend to a^k any such question, as that im« 
pated to me, of a menial servant ; and that I wa# not in 
the habit of conferring confideoUaUy with servaqtt. Mr. 
Connant cautioned roe to be on my guard ; as, that if it 
appeared^ on further investigation, I had mjide such io- 

B b 



qairy it oiigkt be very impieasant to me, should it oone 
tinder the consideration of the Priry Conncil. I said ifaas 
'I considered the report as a malicioas one: and iras ready 
'to make oalb, before any Magistrate, that I bad not, at 
any time, asserted, or even thoagbt, that Her Royal 
'Highness had ever been in a state of pregnancy since I 
fiad bad the honour of attending the hoosbold. Mr. 
'Connanf ashed' tne, whether, wkitst I was bleeding Her 
itoyal Highness or after I bad performed the operation, I 
did not make some comment oo tiie situation of Her 
Royal Highness, from the state of the biood -j and wliether 
1 recommended the operation ; I answered in the nega*- 
tive to both questions, I said, that Her Royd Highness 
had sent for me to bleed her, and that I did not then re- 
cdlect on what account. I said that I had bled Her 
-Royal Highness twice ; bnt did not remember the dates* 
1 asked Lord Motra, whether he iinended to proceed in 
the business, or whether I might consider it as at .rest, 
ihat I might have an opportunity, if I thought necessary, 
of coasuhing my friends relative to the mpde of conduct 
I ought to adopt; he said, that if the subject was moved 
BXiy fiirtber, I should be apprised of it ; and that, at pre- 
sent, it was in tbe hands of a few. 1 left them, and in 
about an hour, on further consideration, wrote the note, 
ef which the following is a copy, to which I never re* 
crived any reply : 

'^ Mrj£dmeades presents his respectful coi^plimeuts (o 
** LonI Moira, and, on manire deliberation, after leaving 
*^ his Lordship, upon the conversation which passed at 
*' Lord Moira's this morning, he feels it necessary to ad^ 
" vise with some friend, on tbe propriety of making the 
'* particnkrs of that conversation known to Her Royal 
'* Highness the' Princess of Wales; as Mr. Edmeades 
^* wouM be very sorry that Her Royal Highness should 
-^^ consider him capable of such infamous conduct as that 
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^* imputed* to hioi en the depotitioa of a servant, by Lord 
** Moira, tbis morning. , 

^< London, May 20, ia06/» 
I bav<e been enabled to state the substance of my inter* 
view with Lord Moira and Mr. Gonnant with the more 
particularity, as 1 made memorandums oC it ivithio a.4«y 
or two afterwards. And I do further depose, that the 
Papers hereunto annexed, marked A. and B« are in the 
band-writing of Samuel Gilhm Mills, of Greenwich 
aforesaid, my Partner; and that he is at present, as I 
Terily belieTe, upon his road from Wales, through Glou- 
cester, to Bath. 

(Signed) TUQS..EDMEADES. 

Sworn at the Public Office, 
Hatton Garden, this 29ih 
day of September, 1B06, 

Signed) THOMAS LEACH. 

(A) r 

Memorandums of the Heads of QmversaHan he^ 
tween Lord Moira, Mr. Lowteti; and Idmself. 

May 14, 1806. 

May 13, 1806. I received a letter from Lord Moira, 
of which the following is an exact copy : 

St. Jameses Place, May 13, 1806. 

8ia, 
A particular circumstance makes oie desire to have the 
pleasure of seeing you, and, indeed, renders it indispen*. 
sable that you should take the trouble of calUng on me^ 
As the trial in Westminster Hell occupies the latter hours . 
of the day, I moat beg you to be with iQe «s early as nine 
o^slock, to*merro W' morning $ in the mfaa tirae^itwill 
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he hkiUnr ihA you sboold not apprise wbj oim^ of my "tmv. 
ing requested you (o conrertt witb toe. 

I hare the faonoor, Sir^ to be 

Year ob^ietit aifer¥ant, 
(Signed) MOIRA. 

jhi kr.iiiUs. 

TH^n tbtt Paper A. referred 
to by the Affidavit of Tbo- 
mas Edmeades, sworn be* 
fore me this 26th $eptem> 
bcfj ia06. 

THOMAS LEACH. 



(B.) 



Id consequenoe of tbe abot^e letter I waited on bis 
tx>rdsbip, exactly at nine oVlock, In less than five mi* 
notes I was admitted in his room, and by him received 
Tocy polkaly^ He began the (conversation by stating^ he 
wibhed to converse wkb me on a very deticate subjeet ; 
that I might rely on his honour, that what passed was to 
be in perfect confidence ; it was bis duty to his Prince,. as 
bis CoonoUor^ to inquire into the subject| which he had 
known for some time ; and tbe inquiry was due also to my 
character. He then stated, that a deposition had been 
made by a domestic of Her Royal Highness tbe Princess 
of Wales, deposing, as a declaration made by roe, tha^ 
Her Royal Highness was pregnant, and that I made in^ 
quiries whcfn iMerviews might have taken place with ji^e 
Frince. * I arnsw^ered, tbat never 1 bad declared the Prin- 
ceils to be with child, nor ever made tbe inquiries stated ; 
tbacc tbe declaraciQli was a» iafamow fidsebood. Thi*. 
berog expressed with some #artMh| bis Lardsbi p obs«rvied 
that I might have pmde the in<piiraet veqr ioQocently^ 



eoticenng/ that He? Royal • Higbneis could «ot k«»i« 
iIhiC MtuBtion but by the Prince. I repealed tbe anertioo 
of tbe Miekoed of the declaration, adding, that tbougli 
tbe eonver#aaioii was intended to be ccmfidential, I iek 
oiy ebaracter strongly attacked by tbe declermioi^ tbere^ 
fore it was oeceiiary tbat tbe declaration should be iiiTef* 
ligated ; I bad no doubt but tbe character I had so many 
yeart maintained, would nmke my astertion believed be* 
fore the deposition of a domestto. I then requested to 
know, what date tbe declaration bore? His Lordship 
said, be did not reoiember ; but be had desired the Soli- 
citor to Bioet me, who would shew it me. I then ob- 
serred, that I should in confidence communicate to kit 
Lorskip ; why 1 was desirous to know ihe.date; I then 
•taied to his Lqrdsbip, that soon after Her Royal High* 
nesa came to Blackheatb, I attended her in an illness, 
i^ith Sir Francis MiHoiat), in which I bled her twice.—* 
Soon after her t'ecovery , she thought proper to form a re. 
gttlar aaedioal appototm^nt, and appointed myself and 
Mr. Edmeades to be Sergeoos and Apothecaries to Her 
Royal Highness ; on receiving my warrant for such ap^ 
pointment, I declined accepting tbe honour of being ap» 
pointed Apothecary, being inconsistent with my character^ 
being educated as Surgeon, and having bad an honorary 
degnee of Physic tsonferred me ; Her Royal Htgkne^ 
condescended to appoint me her Surgeon only. Hii 
Lordship rang to know if Mr. Lowten was come ; he .waa 
in the ne«t room. His Lordship left me for a few 
minutes, returned, and introduced me to Mr. Lowten, witb 
•Doch politeness^ as Dr. MUls ; repeating the assuranoa 
of what passed being confidential. I aslfed Mr. Lowten 
the date of the declaration, tbat had been asserted to be 
made by me? He said in the year 1802. I then, with 
permission' of his Lordship, gave the history of my ap« 
pointment, adding, since then I bad never seen the Prio« 



eett ts m pttiefii% Once she tent for me to bleed her ; I 
was from borne ^ Mr. Edmeades went ; nor bad I Vistted 
anj'one in the house, except one Mary, and that was in a 
rery bad case of Surgery ; I was not sore whether it was 
before or after my appointment. Mr. Lowten asked me 
the date of it ; I told him I did not recollect. He ob* 
served) from the warmth of my expressing my contradic- 
tion to the deposition, that I saw it in a wrong light ; that 
I might suppose, and very innocently, Her Royal High, 
ness in any Sexual complaint; whether she ever had 
any I never knew. M. Lowten said, I might think so, 
from her increase of size; I ansvrered, no; I never did 
think her pregnant, therefore never could say it, and that 
the deposition was an infamous falsehood. His Lord- 
ship then observed, that he perceived there mast be a 
mistake, and that Mr. Edmeades wes the person meant, 
whom he wished to see ; I said be was then at Oxford, 
and did not return before Saturday; his Lordship asked, 
if he came through London; I said, I could not tell. 

Finding nothing new arising from conversation, I asked 
to retire ; his Lordship attended me out of the room with 
great politeness. 

4 
t f 

• When I came home, I sent bis Lordship a letter, with 
the dfte of my warrant, April 10, 1801 : he answered my 
letter, with thanks for my immediate attention, and wished 
to see Mr. Edmeades on Sunday Morning. This letter 
eame on the Saturday ; early on the Sunday I sent Ti- 
Inothy, to let his Lordship know Mr. Edmeades would 
not return till Monday : on Tuesday I promised be should 
tttend, which be did. 
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The precediog MemoruKlaai ik an'exttct copyof wlM$ 
tnsde the day after I had seen Lord Moira. 

(Signed) SAM. GILLAM MILLS. 

Ctocme Hili^ Greenmieh, 

jfug. 20, 1806. 

Tbift is the Paper marked B. 

referred to by the AfBda^ 

▼it of Thomas Edmeades, 

Sfroro bafor» aie this j26tfa « 

September, 1806» 

(Signed), THOMAS LEACH. 



The Deposition of Jonathan Partridge^ Porter 
to Lord Eardly^ at 



I remember, being informed by Mr. Kenny, Lord 
Eardly^s bue Steward, now dead, that I was wanted by 
Lord Moira in town ; accordingly I went with Mr. 
Kenny to Lord Moira^s in Saint JamesVPlace, on the 
King's Birth-Day of 1804. His Lordship asked me, if I 
remembered the Princess coming to Belvidere sometime 
before ; I said, yes, and told him that there were two or 
three ladies, I think three, with Her Royal Highness, and 
a gentleman with them, who came on horseback ; that 
they looked at the pictures in the house, had their )un« 
cheon there, and that Her Royal Highnesses servants 
waited upon them, as I was iq a Dishabille. His Lordship 
asked me whether they went up stairs i and I told him 
that they did not. He asked me, how long tbey staid ? 
and I said, as far as I recollected, they did not stay abo«?# 
an hour, or an hour and quarter; that they waited somii 
little time for the carriage, which bad gone t« tlie pub^^ 
house, and, till it came, they walked up {M)d down alto* 



gfAet m ihe povlie# before the hoase. Hu Lordihip, ia 
%he course of whet be cl^id to ene, $aid» it leei A •ubjeci of 
lAporlJ^Hief Md might be of <onseqaence. His V^ftUhip 
fifndfDg that I had nothing «i^e lo sfiy, t<»td sir I 
might go« 

Sometime aftervrardt) ' his Lord«hip sent for me again, 
and asked me, if I was snre of what I said, being aU %bac 
Icould say leapectlng the Prioeess I I said, it was, and ibal 
I was ready to take my oath of it, if his Lordship ihought 
proper. He said, it was very satisfactory ;.aaidy 1 might 
go, and he ^bpold not want me any more. 

(Signed) JONATHAN PARTRIDGE. 

Sworn at the County Ceaft of 
Middlesex, in Full wood's 
Rents, the asth Day of Sep* 
tember, 1806, before me, 

(Signed) THOMAS LEACH. 



Tke Deposition of Pkilip Kraekeler, omeojtke 
FoUmen of Her Rojfal Highness the Prin^ 
cess of ff^ales^ stnd Bobert Emglestome^ Park* 
Keeper to Her Bpyal Highness the Princess 

^ ^ fFales. 

These l)eponents say, that on or about the 2Sth day 
of June last, as they, were walking together across Green- 
wich Park, they saw Robert Bidgood, one of the Pages 
of Her Royal Highness, walking in a direction, as if he 
were going from the town of Greenwich, towards the 
house of Sir John Douglas, and which is a difl^rent road 
frotn that which leads to Monta<;ue House, and they at the 
same time perceived Lady Donglas walking. in a direction to 



19S 

meet him . And Hhis Deponwt; PbHip Krackder, tbeft 
desired the ether Deponent to take notice, whether Lady 
Douglas and Mr. fii^bod #bild apeak to each other ; 
and both of these Deponents observed, that when Lady 
Douglas and Mr. Bidgood met they stoppfd, ^d con- 
versed together for the space of about two or three mU 
iraaiSy whibrin^view of^thase* DepcfeipntH ^u^b^aMnpch 
l^lrger iMr otrtrei^Nition ksted tfafse -Pepgi^nu . cannol 
say> as iheyy. these Deponents^ pfoceedad.on tli^ir road, 
wbicb took ybeia oui of sight pf l^dy I)ottgIas aod Mr. 
Bidgood. 

(Signed) PHILIP kttA CKBtm - 

ROBT. EAGtiBTOKE. 



Sworn at the Public Office^ . 

HattQU Girden, this ^tb . 

day cl September, 1806, ' ' * 
before me, ' ' 

iSi^Md) . THOMAS LEACH^ 
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7a .4A«. £jiiy^. 



Shis, 

"I ^u^t lector Mi^cvl^wha Inows my eonstuit 
ai(!^(^oib(^'1(i^lCy, attd dnty*^ and die sore confix 
deo<5<wit|i wbich I readily repose my hofticmr, 
iny character, ' my happiness' iti your Majcsty^s 
h^n^Byyfill no^ ,]tbiiik me guilty of ai^ disrepect* 
i)|lr:pr' pndoteous wfifatieace, wheii* I ihQ& agaio 
address myself to your Royal gtace and justice. 

It bj Sire, nine weeks "tb-tiay/ stnce tDycdixnset 
presented to the Lord UighXlianbenot^ my Tetter 
to^ your Mayesty^ contaiUM)^ niy ebatfrvations^ ii> 
vindication of my- honour and- innocence upon the 
Report^ presented to your Majesty By the Cbm« 
missioners, who had been appoii^ed ta caanaine 
into my conduct. Tbe Lord CfianceKbr informed 
my counsel^ that the letter shoul dl be eonreyed t» 
your Majesty on that very £iy s and farther^ wa9 
plcascc^ in about a week, or ten Ajn afterwards, 
to communicate ta my Solictto^ that your Mtfjeaty 
had read my Tetter, and? that it iiid beea toans^ 
mitted to hb LordsMp with dbectioi9 that it 
should be copied for the Commissioners, and^^that 
when such copy had been talei^ the original 
should be returned to yemv Majesty. 

Your Majesfy*s own gvacioua and royal mind 
will easily conceive what must have been my state 
of anxiety and suspence, whilst I have been fondly 



indu^giDg m Ae hope, that evoy daf^* aritj^a^^ 
would bring me the happy ttdii^^ thatylMli^ Ma^ 
jesty was 8ati86e4 of my fmioceiioe ; aiid domrmcei^ 
of the vf^Mmded malice of my eoeiifies, in iivery^ 
part of their ekatge. Nine long wedcs of dail^ 
expectation^ sod raqieaoe^ have noweIapsied;.aod 
they have lyrdught me nothing but disappoti^kmcnt^' 
I have femained in total -isnuraiice of what has been 
d<»e, what is doing, or what is intended iipon this 
subject. Yoor Majesty's goodness will thetefbre 
pardon me, ifjn the "step which I now take,. I %ct 
upon a mistaken conjecture with respect to the fact; 
But from the Lord ChanceUor*s Commuiiicatipn to 
my Solicitor, and from the time wiiich has elapsed, 
I am led to conclude, that Jrour Majesty fafid direct* 
«d tftiecopy of my letter to be laid before the Com^ 
misstoners, requiring their advice upon the subject; 
and, possibly, their official occupations, and their 
other duties to the state, may not have a:s yet al- 
lowed^&em the opportunity of tfttending to it. 
But your Majesty will permit me to observe, that, 
however excusable Ais delay may be on their ]Murtsis 
yet it operates most injuriously upon me; my 
feelings are severely tortured by the suspence, while 
lyiy <±ttracter is sinking in the oj^inion of the public. 
• It is known, l^t a Beport, though acquit- 
ting me of crime, yet imputing matters' highly, 
disreputable to my honour, has been made to your 
Majesty ; that that Report has been^eommiinieated 
|0 me ; that I have endeavoured to answer it ; and 
that I still fnnaiii^ at the end of nine weeks from^ 



lie iUd|^ei^cl:SDV. answer, un^cqfi^MM «itb 4^ 
judgnwit which 18 formed ^pQfk it, Mfif J J^ 
permitted to observe upon the- el^treiM pcqudice 
^i^eh diis ddaj, hetwever to he iiQcxHUtted fior by 
tiie numeronfl importaat iiccttf^tiumfi ^. the; Cow- 
iht«uoiiUTB| producer tp .my hopour f Jhe worid^ 
Ml total ignorance oi the real st^te of the factsi^ he^A 
to. infer *my guilt from it 1 fqeli^ayr^if .^Iceady 
anking. in thi^ ^timiitioii of your J^jiesty'^ iuhjects, 
a£ vtM as ^ what, remains to me pf nny own fiimiiy 
into (a^te intoJefabU t9 a mind .cqivbcioiis of its 
parity and innocensce) a $tate in which my hopour 
^peers at least eguiviQcal, imd Qiy virtue is susfect^ 
ed. ,From this state J h^obly eatn^at your JHa* 
jesty.ta perceive, that I capbo^e no b(^ of 
being restored, Until either yquf JVIaj^ty^s ^^ur- 
able opinion shall he gi:s|ciously notiQed tp the world, 
by receiving me again into the ^oyal IVesenqe, or 
until! the full disclosure pf the £aicto shall expose th^ 
malice of my accasers, and do^ airay ^very po^ble 
groiind for unfavourable inference and conjecbfret 
. Tbp various, calamities with which it has plea^ted 
God of late to afflict' n^e^ | bav^ endeavoured to 
bear^ and trust I have boi:n vfitji bumhfe reaigur 
tion to the Divine wU^* B%t the effect of th» in- 
famqna cbai|^» and the d^y: whieb haa ^spended 
its final tamination by deriving oie of. tbe^ con- 
solatioii vthich I dumld i)^?^ reo^v^d Irom your 
Majes^'s presence and kia^Msif have giji^n a 
lieavy addstioa to ihtaialLt an^ suns^ my bitterest 
em^nie8 QQuld Jbacdlj^ vi^h ilut they s^uld b^ in- 



W: 



•leased. Bat ^u - thu logic, Mt^nMbl/ ngt.JWJfes 
effecting tho ij»tise,: .tbouj^^t 4^^. tb^ ^ko^ii); 
mt ipy caw, I&rbpap ta dyiglL.> . " . ,: ^ ^^^.j^ 

Your Majesty will be grtvcioasly p1ca$;gd%^.tfft 
««llect» that an Qtrasion of.-«88cm]»lk)e the Roral 
Family ' and yow l^ubjeotsi^ \a <kt^l and bap^ 
commemMOLtioTi of her Mayifty*:^ BkiliHlajf^ j^ 
OQW octar at qand. If tl^a inqrcaied occupationiv 
^hich a^ , appr^acli of Birlia«eat may .occasipoy. 
or any o^ifir cau^e, abffiild pi^v^ciU tbe Conunia^ 
sionera ftx>in^ eoaUii^ jfour -Majntj tpi eammunb- 
cate your pleasure to me before that time"; the 
world will infaUibly conclude (in their present state 
of ignorance,)^ that my answer must have proved 
iinaatiafactory, and that the infamous charges havd 
been thought but too true« 

Tbam .CMsidofaiwiis; Swe^ «ritt« I tmst^ in-jour 
Majesty's, pM\w» Qpiaio^K rttMe^^tiljs address 
from pU |i9|^4|li|t(0n #f vm\f^fia9^. For, your Ma- 
jesty's! ifUKst Kf' b^itf^irable feeling will naturally 
aqggeit^ how utterly impossible it is that I, consci* 
ous 6i my own innocence, atidb^lieviog. that tb^ 
malice of my enemies has becii completely detected, 
ran, without abandoning all regard to my interests^ 
my happiness, and my honour, possibly be con- 
tented to perceive the approach of such utter ruin 
to my character, and yet wait, with patience, and in 
silence till it overwhelms me. I therefore take 
this liberty of throwing myself again at your Ma- 
jesty's feet, and intrcaling and imploring of your 
Majesty's .goodness and justice, in pity for my mi- 
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BBties nrhich this dcky m seterely aggravates, and 
in jxnrtxoe to xtty miioceiice and character, to urge 
^ha Commifliioneri to an earfy oommunicati<Mi oT 
thfir advice* . 

To tare your Majesty and the Commissioiiers all 
un n ece ssa ry troQUe^ as well as to obviate all umie«- 
cessary trouble, as vrdl as to obyiateaH probabili^ 
6f further delay, I have directed a daplicsEte of 
Ihis letter to be prepared, and have sent one copy 
of H tfafDugfa tile Lord Chancellor, and amitiier 
through Colonel Ta3^1or to your Majttty, * 



I am, 



Stiu^ 



Wkh every sentiment of gratitude and lojmlfy, 
Y<iar Majesty^s most afficticMiate^ 

and dutiful Daughter^^kWi 
Seryant sftid Solyeet, 

C- P. 

Montague House, 

pecember 8th, 1606. 
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Ttf E Lord CfaaoKettor |u ^ li«iiaiB>'to pratatf 
kn diost Inferable 4aty U HU Prioowxif Walci^ 
^adU maamnt fo H«r Riij'al H^knet; tWiMMk- 
)Mnj4iig BfesMgc Droiii '1h€' Kii^ '; 1lilMl'>in» 
floyal IK^Bi ft O will olMr^'e, liK^'ht* HHr'-.Miil: 
jitBty's c«a»iiMnids to comarankaitcrio her' Aeyd 

xngiKKDO* ' 

' ^Fhe iMdiebkiiQellor #oilld haM^ddidlie MSta^ 
^ hoboiir t€^ hare w^ted personhliy* iipoa 0er 
Royal Higfaiesar, tod have delN^^fed^ it hiaiself ; 
Init he considered the aending it seatedi as-ittore 
mpeetftrahd aceepfable to Her Rbyal ll^hiiew. 
The LdrtfChahcellar receiTed the originial paper 
{rem the Kiog yesterday^ and mniim ibf copy noW 
ientitthi#»»rahiiid. ' 2 .^! 

T^'her Uayal Highness f Ac Prmcenr ^ 0Wu. 
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Th^ King faaTing feferred to iiia coj^^den-- 
iiaLSaBmibJ'tbe' pm c e edingg'*and pi^ra itditiye 
to tkai wriUfb dbdiralioiia^ which had beeo: ftefiMt 
Hb Meaty,* rfofitda^S the )OBnditat aJT tbaPkim 
oesa of Wales^ has been appriaed by them, that, 
after ttie fblleat conaideptioD of the examinations 



taiken on diftt subject, and of <bc otMervatkos aod 
affidavits brought '^ forward ' ~By the Princess of 
Waks's legal advisers, %ey agree ia the opinions 

MkfHftf^ ^'M^s ¥(««ft3t.i» iJAo; orlginiii B^ptxt 

mttr^iil* : ^tilat, in tb« .f ropemfi «^ of' tbf 
■kiMfaflU «pin«)°Q?^iw Mod ^Ub^ato vi«r <»f 4U^ 
Mn^ ifHK>ctpn| ^lymfi ha. alf Jtp finite. .«id.<lr«Mr^ 

uigs,.-it is their opinion, that the fiicts Of ^u¥et^ 

H^ JH^.JiI(B»r ,tp^q» J9^ Im} JMHlibri 119)^ 

In this situation. His Maj^taf i^- .^^4^^ IN 
it is no longer necessary for him to decline re- 
ceiving the Princess ilhto Hia, Royal PreseiBwe. 

nent of his confidential servants, in the decided 
opinion expressed by the four Lords upon the 
falsehood of tbk accusations of pregnancy and 
delivery, brought forward against the Princess by 
IjwJyPowgha.- 

-. ClMLAeot^ iiDsttci^ pK)diiofd:.iirtkb..«aw>e!4if 
Hm ftiqaby, the JLiag ia oAmmA that. voaiL* of 
tii» fiieb (nr rMigtIibtid stpai^k^ fgi.ljlni(BHi «»t 
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amihations^ carriecl on in the absence of the 
parties' iotiei^etted^ can be considered as I^ally^ 
or conclasively established. But in those 
examinations, and even in the answer drawn 
in the name of the Princess by her legal ad- 
visers, thei;e have appeared circumstances of 
conduct on the part of the Princeiss, which hia 
Majesty never conld regard but with serious 
<k>ncem. The elevated rank whidi the Prin- 
cess holds in this country, and the relation in 
which she stands to His Majesty and the 
Royal Family, must always deeply involve 
both the interests of the State, and the per- 
sonal feelings of His Majesty, in- the propriety 
and correctness of her conduct. And His 
Majesty cannot therefore forbear to express, An 
the conclusion of the business, his desire anif 
expectation,* that such a conduct may in future 
be observed by the Princess, as may fully jus- 
tify those marks of paternal regard and affec- 
tion, which the Ring always wishes to shew to 
every part of His Royal Family. 

His Majesty has directed that this message 
should be transmitted to the Princess of Wales, 
by his Lord Chancellor, and that copies of the 
proceedings which bad taken place on the subject, 
'Should also be communicated to his dearly beloved 
Son^. the Prince of Wales, 
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January 99di, IBWf, 

SlREy 

J[ HASTEN to iLcknowle^ge the receipt of the 
p^per^ whkh^ by your Mjtje^ty** direction^ was 
yesterday transmitted to toe^ be the Lord Chan- 
cellor, and to express the unfeigned happinesa^ 
which I have derived from one part of it. I 
^ean that which tnforon me that your Majesty*a 
cpnBdentia! servants have^ at length, thought 
proper to corommiicate to your Majesty, their 
advice^. " that is no longer necessary for your 

Majesty to decline receiving me into your 

Bc^ral pressence.** And 1, therefore, humbly 
^pe, that your Majesty will be graciously pleased 
to receive, with favour, the communication of my 
intention to avail myself, with your Ma)esty*8 
jpermission, of that advice, for the purpose of 
waiting upon your Majesty on Monday next, if 
that day should not be inconvenient : when I hope 
again to have the happiness of throwing myself, 
^l filial duty and afTection^ at your Majesty a feet. 

Your - Majesty will easily, conceive, that I 
reluctantly name so distant a day as Monday, 
hut I do not feci myself sufficiently recovered 
from the n\easiles, to venture upen so long a 
drive at an earlier day. ITeeling, however, very 
anxious, to receive again as soon as possible, 
that blessings of which 1 have been so long de^ 
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prived'^ if "that 'day should happen to be^ in any 
degree, ioconvenientjf I humbly entreaty and im- 
plore your Majesty^s most gracious and paternal 
fpobdMBs, to dainl^ tome ottier day^ as'^iart^ as 
{>o^ible for thM purpose, i o :.- -* 

-^ - * ' ' n/l. 

I ava-f &c. . .gf^ 

. ; . d' P-. : 



(«gn«d) 



"^fl //ic ATw^: 
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Lia King has this moment reeded thfe Prin^ 

J *, • . ' .'• ... "'f* 

cc9^ of Wales*&. letter^ in which , Ae in^mateft 
her intention of coming to Windsor on Monday 

nexf ; and his Muesty. wiihlng ^^ ^ P^^ ^-^ 
Princess to the inpoinvcnieiice of coming fo diu 
place, so immediately after her laie illnfiss) hasten^ 
to acquaint her, that he sha}i prefier to receive her 
in^^xuidpas^ yoQti a day subsequent to the ensuing 
week^' whicli will also Ibett^ shit his Majesty, and 
of which fa^e will not fail to a||irize the Princess. 



(Signed) 
7b the Princess of If ales. 



GEORGE. R. 
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ff^ndsor Castle, 

* February 10, I807. 

* 

As the Princess of Wales may. have beti led 
to expect, from the King's letter to her> Att 
J^^^^uld fix an early day for seeing her, his 
BRjesty thinks it right to acquaint her, that 
the ' PHnce of Wales, upon receiving the seve. 
ral documents, which the King .directed his 
Cabinet to transmit to him, made a formal 
communication to h]|m<| , of his intention to pat 
them into the hands of his lawyers; aocom- 
panicd. .by ' a . requtet, that his Majesty would 
sfttpovid rfNDy further steps in the business, nntil 
i\f& . Prince of W^les should be enabled to sirfy- 
JTiit.^to him, the statement* which he, proposed 
to. xpake. 'The King therefore considers it iri-. 
Cijmbent Jjpon, hfni, to defer naming a day to 
i^, pK^nceas of Wales, Smtil IHe "further reauji 
of thq Prince's intention ^ shau liave been ' maqe 
Ipiowp to hiqn. . , . . ' 

''.- . * • '. (Signed)'" \':,.GEaRClfe^B.- 

**' . i t ' ' »#. 

i' * ^ I . ' ' . t /-. 
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7b the Princess of ffiites. ' 



. t^, i V. J." • ,.j J.' . !^ 
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Montague House^ , 
February 12th, I807. 
Sire, . . .^' ' ,i 

X^, B£C^iV£P yesterday, and, wit^ inexpref^sible 
paioy y^ur Mfyesty's last .coaununication. Tbe 
duly of stating^ in a rc^rasentation to your 'Mar 
jea^, the variojus grounds upon which I ft^I.tb^ 
hardship of my case, and upon which I confidently 
think that, upon a review of it, your Majesty will 
be disposed to ^ jecall your last determiQation, is a 
duty I owe to myself; aiid t cannot forbear, at the 
moment when I acknowledge your Majesty*s letter, 
tq amiounce to your Majesty^ that I propose to 
execute that duty without delay. , ., -^ . r ' 
^ After having sufferedL the j>uni$hment of ba- 
nishment from your Majesty's presence, for 
sevfcn months, pending an inquiry, which ^ur 
Majesty bad directed, . into ,my cpndpct, afiecting 
bptl^ my life anfl my hpiiopr ; after that Inquiry 
h^^ ft lepgth. tenninatqd - in the adyice of your 
Ma]es.ty*a confidential and sworn servants, that 
t)iere ; w^. no longer any reason for your Majesty's 
decliniug' tp receive . me; after your Majesty's 
gracious communication, which led me io rest 
^suK.d^ .th«tt^ your Majesty would appoint an 
early day to ff<ff ive me ; ir after all this, by a 
-renewed, .application* on the part of the Prince 
of WaieSfc : vpoU' whose communication tbe Brvt 
Inquiry , h^d been directed, I noW find that that 
punishment ^which had been inflicted, pending 
a seven , months' Iqquiry before, the determination. 
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sliotiTdy tbntra^ W the opinion of your Majesty's 
littVajlt^, bt condnti6d after that deter mi nation^ 
to await the result of some new proceediiig, to 
iJj/ sugg^sttti by the laiVyen of th^ Prince of 
^fi4les ; it h impo^bfe that I c^* fdil tb Assert 
ftf yoW l^faje^y, with the cffcter due tA tnitli^ 
Iftkt'i^aAi, ^ the* conscidtr^ness of itiV mnoe^ocei 
)wd'tvith k rtroBg tensb' <rf my aimieritcd suf- 

• Vftor Sf ajeitj^*s most duditi^ and most 
'• ' • i^ttionate, but much injured Subject, 
"'' * md I)atighter-Tn-Law, 

(Signed) e.K 

To the Ktng. 



«» 
< « V 






'^ ISv my .<Yiort letter to Your Majesty,; of th^'i^h 
ft^ijtant; iVi an^yrcr tb j^otir Maj^st^'i commimi^ 
tulfiiV'of the 'loth, i notifllod ttiy intefitiODf bf 
repfcscnting tb your Majesty Ae Variod^ g/bimds 
Qii^ which 1 felt 'the hardship of my case'; • arifli a 
r^'icwbf \Vlii6h, 1 confideMly liopi-d; Wotfld" iRsi 
j)Ase yoiir iVlajcsty to retail your drtcfthination tb 
adjourn, fb au indefinite period, ttiy i^eceptiotj into 
ybili- fttryal. Presence ; a deteritlinatioft, wlmfh, in 
adcHUdn to all the other paiH whicti' It ftfeUght ilbn^ 
Willi it affected me with tlife dlsibpblnttncht of 
liopes, which 1 had foriqiy chc^rlslted,- ti;itfi the most 
uerlcct confidence, because the^* rcbtfed on /your 

Majesty's gracious assuranc^e. * ** 

Independently, however,- of- Uiat'(!61fllllunicWfoil 



from yQiir Majeaty, I should have f<^t piy^*lf bomxd 
to Imve troubled your Mi^esty with iQUcb pf thi^ 
contents of th^ presept letter, 

Upop the receipt of the paper^ which by your 
Majesty s comioands^ was tran^ttcd to tae h^. 
the Lord Chancellor^ on th^ 38th ^of kst ipontli^ 
and which communicated to me the joyful iiitel*^ 
ligence, that your Majesty was " advi^^ that 
*^ it was no longer necessary for you tp dqclim^ 
•^ peceivii^ me into your Royal Presf?n<^,*^ i 
conceived myself necessarily called upon tp sencj^ 
an immediate answer to so much of it as re^^ 
spited that intelligence^ I could not .wait the 
time^ which it would have required, to states 
those observations, whicl^ it was impossibly fi>r 
woe to irefrain frpra makit^, at some pQriod;^ npoa 
the other important particulars whid) th^ pffiar 
contav^ed. Acqordingly, J ^nsweref} it junflaq^. 
gtely: and, as yonr Mcy^y> giafipw aq^ in-, 
stant reply of last Thursday fortnight, amoiV)Qf4 
to 9ie yonr pleasure, that I ah^uk) be rfcelve^ 
by your Majesty^ on a day snbsc^quent tp th€| 
then ensuing week, I was led most copfldently 
to assure myself, that the I^t week woyld nofc 
have passed, without my havipg received that 
satisfaction. I therefore determined to wait in 
patience, without further intrusion upon your 
Majesty, till I might have the. opportsunity of 
guarding myself from the possibility of being 
misunderstood, by personally cxplMning to yonr 
• Majesty, that whatever ob&crvqtinr):? I had to 
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make upon the paper so communicated to me, 
<m the 28th ultimo^ and i^hatever complamts re- 
specting the delay^ and the many cruel cin^m- 
stances which had attended the whole of the 
proceedings against me, and the nnsatisiactory 
state, in which they were at length left by that 
last communication, they were observations and 
complaints which affected those only, under whose 
advice your Majesty had acted, and were not, 
in any degree,' intended to intimate even the 
most distant insinuation against your Majesty*^ 
justice or kindness. 

That paper established the opinion, which I 
xertiunly had ever confidently entertained, but 
die justness of which I had not before any do- 
cument to establish, that your Majesty bad 
from the first, deemed this proceedmg a high 
and importeuit matter of state, in the considera- 
tion of which your Majesty had not f^ your- 
self at liberty to trust to your own generous feel- 
ings, and to your own Royal and gracious judg- 
ment. I never did believe, that the cruel state of 
anxiety in which I had been kept, ever since the 
delivery of my Answer, (for at least sfxteen weeks) 
could be at all attributable to your M^esty; it 
was most unlike every thing which 1 had ever 
experienced from • your Majesty^s condescension, 
feeling, and justice ; and I found from that paper, 
that it was to your confidential servants I was to 
aacrtbc the length of banishment from your 
Pk^sence, which they at lest advised your Ma- 
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jesty it was no longer necessary should be conUr 
nued. I perceive, therefore^ what I always be** 
lieved, that it was to them, and to them only, that I 
owed the protracted continuance of my sufferings, 
and of my disgrace ; and that Yom* Majesty, consi«- 
dcring the whole of this proceeding to have been 
instituted and conducted under the grave respon- 
sibility of Your Msgcsty*s servants, had not thought 
proper to take any step, or express any opinion^ 
upon any part of it, but such as was recommended 
by their advice. Influenced by . these sentiments^ 
and anxious to have the opportunity of conveying 
them, with the overflowings of a grateful heart, to 
Your Majesty, what were my seusatipns of sur** 
prise, mortification, and disappointment, on the 
receipt of your Majesty's letter of the 10th instant. 
Your Majesty may conceive though I am utterly 
unable to express. 

That Letter announces to me, * that his Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales, upon receiving the.se«. 
veral documents which your Majesty directed your 
Gabtnet to transmit to him, made a persopal com- 
municatiou to your Majesty of his intention to put 
tliem into the t^nds of bit Lawyers, accompanied 
by a rQq[uest, that Yomr Mf jes^ would suspend any 
further steeps in the business, until the Frince of 
Wales should be enabled to submit to your Ma- 
jesty the statement which he ^pfpposed tp make; 
and it also announces ta lue ^atyouf ]^a|«ity 
therefore, considered it incumbent on yoii^ t9 4ct«r 
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liainiDg' a dSsty to me^ udtif the farther result of the 
Prinee of Wales*8 iotentioH shonld have been ma^ 
inown to ybnr Majesty. 

This deteniiination of yonr Majesty, on this re- 
<}nest, made hy His tloydF Highness, t huttibly en- 
tvttst our M^esty will permit me to entreat your,, 
in youi^ most gracious fustrce, to re-consider. Your 
Majesty I am convineed, must have been snrprisecl 
at the time, and prevailed upon by the impor- 
tunity of Ae Prince of Wales, to think th» deter- 
mination Necessary, or your Majesty's generosity 
and justice would never have adopted it. And if I 
€an satisfy your Majesty of the Tinparrelfeltd injus- 
tice;, and cruelty of tfcis^ interposition of die Prince 
of Wales; at such 9 time and nnder such eireum-* 
ftanccs^ I feel the most perfect confidence that your 
Ma^sty will hasten to recall it. 

1 should basely be wanting to tfiy own in€er(?sf 
and freltngs, if 1 did not plainly state my sense of 
tbat injustice and cruelty ; and* if I did not most 
fcudly eompEain of it Your Majesty will better 
perceive the jnst grounds of my complaint when I 
inetmee the course of these proceedings from their 
(iommencemont. 

The fournoble Lords, appointed by yt)ur M^esty 
to inquire* into the Charges brought against me, in 
their Report of the Y4th of July last, after having sta- 
ted that His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
had^d* befofe him*, the charge which was made 
against m# By Lady Douglas, and the declarations' 
in support of it^ proctcd in the foUowing manner. 
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• ^ .. ^ ^' I«.iiie p«ioful.8iti:(ii|i9A.m :ivhicli0k 
u ^< Highaeis wa^ pb^ by. these coiiunY|nication% 
we learnt that His JBoyal Hi^ness Siad adopted 
/Ae on^ ^«we ^hich &>\x\d^ in our judgnnent, 
with propriety, be followed. Whea iaforipar 
** dons such as these, had been thus confidently 
*^ alledged, and particularly detailed, and %dA beei) 
^^ \u some d/egree supported by collateral evidence^ 
r ** applying to other facts ' of the saqne nature,^ 
% '< (tibough going te a far less extent,) one line only 
could be pursued.^* 

Every sentiment of duty to your Majesty, and 
^ of coQjcem for th^ publij: wel&re, required that 
^' tj^ese |)ftrticu}ars -^ould not be withheld from 
^^ jr«ur Majesty, lo wihom Jnore particularjy be- 
^ longed the cognizance of a matter of State, so 
^' nearly touching tlie -honour of your Majesty^s 
^ Royal Family, and, by possibility, affecting the 
" succession of your Majesty's CroMTn. 

** Your Majesty had been pleased, on yotj^part 
** to view the subject in the same light. Consi«> 
*^ dering it as a matter which, on every account 
^< demanded the most immediate investigation, 
^< your M^esty had thought fit to commit into our 
<' hands the dqiy of ascertainii^, in the first ii^ 
^< stance what degree of credit was due to the in- 
<< formation, and thereby enabling your Majesty 
•* to decide what further conduct to adopt respect* 
<* ing them,*" 

* Report^ p. 6 ante. 



His Royal iHftgbness then, pantmig^ at the four 
Jx)r<ls say, the only course, whicb could in tbeir 
judgment^ with propriety , be pursacd, aubmitted 
the matter to your Majesty.--— Your Miye^ty directed 
the Inquiry by the four noble Lords.««-The four 
Lords it) their Report upon ttie case, justly ac- 
quitted mc of all crime, and expressed (I will not 
wait uow to say how unjustly) tiie credit which they 
gave, and the consequence they ascribed to other 
matters, which they did not, however, characte- 
rize as amounting to any crime.— To this Report 
I made my answen-^^That ansWi^r, together with 
Jthe whole proceedings, w^s referred by your Ma- 
jesty,- to the same four noble Lords, and others of 
your M^e^^s confidential servants. They advi- 
sed your Majesty, amongst much other matter, 
(which must be the subject of further observations) 
that there was no longer any reason why yoo 
should decliiie receiving pie. 

Ydl^ Majesty will necessarily congcive that I 
have always looked upon my banishment from 
your Royal Presence, as in fact, a punishment^ 
and a severe one to6, I thought it sufficiently 
hard^ that I should have been suffering tfiat punish- 
ment, during the tlm^ that this Inquiry has been 
^nding, while I was yet opTy under accusation, and 
upon the principles of the just laws of your Ma- 
jesty's Kingdom, entitled to be presented to be 
innocent, till { was proved to be guilty. But I 
find this does not appear to be enough in the opi- 
pipn of the Prince of Wales. For now, when 
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tlb^r ib\9 long Inquiiy^ into matters which required 
immediate investigation^ * I have been acquitted of 
^verjr thitig which could call for my banishment 
from ybur Royal Presence. After your Majesty^s 
confidential servants have thus expressly advised 
your Majesty that they see no reas^ why jrou should 
any longer decline to receive me into your pre* 
sence : after your Majesty had graciously notified 
to me, yoiir determination to receive me at an early 
day^ His Royal Highness interposes the demand 
of a new delay ; desires your Majes^ not to take 
any step ; desires you not to act upon the advice 
which your dwn confidential servants have given 
you that you need no longer decline seeing me ; 
not to execute your intention and assurance^ that 
you will receive mc at an early day; because 
he has laid the documents before his Lawyers^ and 
intends to prepare a further statement. And the 
judgment of your ^ Majesty's confidential servants, 
is as it were, appealed from by the Prince of 
' Wales, (whom, from this' time, at least, I must be 
permitted to consider as assuming the character of 
my accuser;) the justice due to me is to be sus- 
pended, while the judgment of your IVlajesty's 
sworn servants, is to be subfnittcd to the revision 
of my accuser's Counsel ; and I though acquitted 
in tfie opinion of your Majesty's confidential ser- 
vants, of all that should induce your Majesty* t6 
decline seeing me, am tc have that punishment 
which had been inflicted upon me, durhig the in-» 
<{uiiy, continued after thaf acquittal, till a fte^M 
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Statement * is prepared^ to be again submitted, for 
aught I know, to another Inquiry* of as extended 
a continuance aa that which has just terminated. 

Can it be said that the procedings of the fout 
moble Lords, or of your Majesty*s confidential ser-« 
▼ants, have been so lenient, and considerate toi- 
wards me and my feelings, as to induce a suspicion 
that I have been too favourably dealt with by tfaem ? 
and that the advice which has been given to your 
Majesty^ that your Majesty need no longer decline 
to receive me, was hastily and partially delivered i 
I am confident, that your Majesty must see the 
very reverse of this to be the case— ^that I have 
every reason to complain of the inexplicable delay 
which so long withheld that advice. And the 
whole character of the observations with which 
they accompanied it, marks the reluotance with 
which they yielded to the necesity of giving it. 

For your M^esty*s confidential servants advise 
your Majesty, '* that it is no longer necessary for 
'^ yoa to decline receiving me into your Boyal 
'* Presence.** If this is dieir opinion and their ad-* 
vice now, why was it not their opinion and ^ir 
advice fonr montha ago, from the date qf my an- 
swer? Nay, why was it not their opinion and 
advice ft^m the date even of the original Report 
itself? For not only had they been in possession 
of ttiy answer for above sixteen weeks j which at 
least furnished them with all the materials on which 
this a'ivice was at length given, but further, your 
Majesty's confidential Itervants are forward to staM? 
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H^ aftar baviog read my obiervation^ and the 
affidavitt tvbich wei^ anileised to tbeio, they agree 
in the opinhn^ {not in any stifle opinion upon any 
particalar branch of the case^ but' in the ophthn^ 
generaifyj which were submitted to your Majesty^ 
in the original Report of the four Lot(J9. If there* 
hre, notwithstanding their concuniraee in all^ihxi 
opiifions contained in tlie Report) they have never- 
theless given to your Majesty their adviee^ ^ that 
it is no longer necessary for you to dteline ^e-* 
cerring me,"^ what ooilld . have prevented tJieir 
fjtknng that adviee, eten from die 1 4th of July,* 
the date of tb6 original Report itself? Or wtett 
could have warranted the withholding of it, even* 
for a eit^le moment ? Instead, therefore, of any 
tnca being observable, of hasty, precipitate, and- 
partial determination in my &vour, it is impossible 
to interpret their conduct und their reasons toge^ 
ther ill any other sense, than as amounting to an 
admission of your Majesty *s confidential servants 
themselves, that I • have, in " consequence of their 
widiholdiiig that adviee, been unnecessarily and 
cruelly banished frdcn your Royal Presence, from 
that 14th of Jttly» f»o the 28th of January, includ- 
ing a ^ce of above six montbs ; and the effect of 
the interposition of the Prince, is to prolong my 
sofferings and my disgrace under the same ba« 
nishment, to a period perfectly ndefintte. 

' The principle which will admit the effect of 
toeb interposition now may be acted upon again ; 
andtbe Prince may requine a farther prolongation 



2l6 

upon' fiesh stfttetnei&jtB, and fresh charges^ k^ 
l>ack po6$ibly for the purpose of being/ from fimie 
totime^ conveniently interposed^ to prevent for 
tver the arrival df diat hour^ which, displaying 
to the world the fd^n^wledgment of my nnmerited 
snfirinp and disgrace, niay, at the same time, 
eaqpose the true malicious and unjust quality of 
the proceedings which have been So long carried <m 
against me. 

Hiis unreas(Hiable, unjust, and cruel interpo- 
sition of his Royal Highness^ as I must ever deem ' 
it, has prevailed upon your Majesty to recall^ to 
my pr^udice^ your gracious purpose of receiving 
me^ in pursuance '.of the advice of your servattta. 
Do I then flatter myself too much, when I fbel aa- 
sored that my Just entreaty, founded upon the 
reasons which 1 uige, and directed to oocinteract 
only the effect of that ttnjust interposition, will 
induce your M^esty to r^um to your ongioal 
determination? 

Restored however, as 1 should feel myself, to a 
^ state of comparative security^ as well as ^^redit, by 
being at length permitted upon your Majesty's 
gracious re-consideration of your last determiMtion, 
to have access to ymir Majesty ; yet under idl the 
circumstances under which 1 should now receive that 
mark and confirmation of your Majesy*s opinion 
of my innocence, my character would not, I fear, 
stand cleared in the public opinion^ by the mere 
fact of your Majesty^s reception of me. This re- «. 
vocation of your Majesty*s gracious purpose t^a. 
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fluug an additiot^al ctuud about the whole poceed- ; 
ing, and Che iiifeif^nced drawn m the poblitt mind^ 
from this circomstanc^^ so tttysteriotis ai^d so pei^- 
fcctly inexplicable, upon aily gfouAdk Which itre 
open to ibeir knowledge, has made^ &tid i^iU liaLri! 
so deep an impression to my pnyudic^ ds fftiitc^ 
any thing, short ot a public^ exposure of aft thSLt 
has passed, caii possibly efface. 

The publicatibn of all these prbccedidgs t6* thii 
world, then, se^ms to me, und^ the prcfscfnt <!u<- 
cumstances, (Whatever reluctance I fie<el agnhst 
sodi a measure, and however I n^et the hatdf 
necessity iVhich drives ine to. it) to h6 almost th^' 
only remaining resource^ fot the vindication of my 
honour and chamcter. The &tshood^ of the Ac-" 
cQsation is, by no meaAs, all that wilt, by siidt 
publication, appear to the ci*edit and eleanince of 
charactei"; But the cc^UTde in Mrl&Ai the vfhdte^ 
proceedings have been carried on, or rstther dclilyt^, 
by those to whom your* Majesty nsferred the- con- 
sideration of them, will shew, tha^ whatever mea- 
sure of justice f may have ultimately recevTed alf 
their hands, it is not to be suspected as arising^ fibm 
any merciful and indulgent considemti6n of me^ of 
my /eelings, or of my ease. 

It will be seeii how my feelings had beiin har- 
rassed, arid^ ray character and honour exposed, by 
the delays which have tisiken place in these proceed- 
ings : it will be seen, that the ejtistence of the 
charge against me had avowedly been known to 'the 
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pidDlic, frbm the 7& of Jane ia the last jear.-^L 
say known to the public, because it was on that 
day that the Commissioncrsj, acting, as I am to 
syp|)09e^ (for so they state in their report) under 
t^ anxious wish, that their trust should be executed 
with as little publicity as possible, authorized that 
unnecessary iusutt and' outrage upon me, as I must 
always consider it, * which, however ii^tendedj gave 
the utmost publicity and exposure to tl^e existence 
of these charge j — t mean the sending two Attoraies 
aroied with * tlieir. Lordships* warrant to my house, 
to bring before them,, at once, about one half my 
llQi^chold fop examiiiaiion. The idea of privacy, 
after «n act so- much calculated, from the cxtraor* 
dmary j oaUire; of it^ to excite (he greatest attention 
dXid ^urprise,. youp Majesty must feel to have been 
impossible and absnrd ; for an attempt at secrecy, 
mystery^, and concealmeut. on my part, couTd, 
under^sach clrcumstanoes, onTy have been constraed 
into the fearfuhifsss of euUt. 

It wUL appear also that, from that time, I heard 
oothir^ »].thcBticaIly upon the subject till tlie 1 1th 
of August, when I was furnished by your Magesty's 
compiands, with the Report. The several papers 
necessary to my understanding the whole of tliese 
charges,, ki' the authentic state in which your M»- 
jc;^ty' thought, it proper, gi-aciously to direct, that 
I should have them, were not delivered to me, till 
tlic beginning of September. My answer to these 
various charges, though the whole subject of them 
was new to those whose advice I had recourse to. 
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\tfng as that answer was necessarily ^figcd to be,* 
was deliv«ercd to ^the Lord iSiflnceUbr^ to be fbrr 
warded to your Mqe^y, by tli^ «Rth of October ; 
and, from the ^h of October to die JMtb of. Ja*< 
nuary, I was kept in total igwiranoe of the eflSoetr 
of that answer. Not only will this deh^ he ap- 
parent, but tt will be general^ shewn to the world 
how your Majesty*s senrants had i& this iinportaDt- 
fousiness treated yodr daughterniHlaw, the ' Briii^ 
cess of Wales ; add what mature of jnatice she, 
a female, and a siranger in your land, has expe^ 
perienced at their handa. 

Undoubtedly against such a proceeding I have 
erer feU, and stiU feel, an almost invincible repugn 
nance* Every sentimcat of delicacy, with wliich a 
female mind must shrink from the act of bnnpng 
before the public' such charges, however conscious 
of their scandal and falsity^ and however clearly 
that scandal aod felsity may be manifested by the 
answer to those charges; the respect still due from 
me, to persons employed in authority under your 
Majesty, however iittle respect I may haye re^ 
received from them : — My duty to hie Royal Hi^- 
ness the Prince of Wales ; my regard ^for aU the 
vneiMbcrs of your august Family ; my esteem^ my 
duty, my gratitude to. your Majesty, my affec- 
tionate gratitude Cor all the paternal kindness, 
which I have ever experienced from you.;-T- 
my anxiety, not only to avoid the risk of giviqg any 
offence or displeasure to your! Majesty, but also tp ' 
4y from e?ery occasioq of cceatipg the slightest 



aefiikiQicAt of unelaioev in tii^ n»i|&d of your Ma« 
jeBty, whosQ hapfnoMS it would be ^ pridb wd 
pleasore of n^ lUe to. consult, anid tp pvo^iote ; «il 
th&e vuieits teBtioMOto hfve cpmpelM nac^ to s^b- 
mit at long as ImiiiaB forbe^rfinpe pOMl^ ^en^ui^e, 
to aii t^ un&vouimble iofemmce^ which wen; 
through this de^ay daily iuereswig ia the public 
Mind. What tba straagth and efficacy of these mo- 
tives have been, ymur Majesty will do me justice 
to fed, when you are pleased^ graeioosly to con- 
sid^ hew long I have been contented to siifier 
those suspicions to exist against my ipnocence, 
which the bringiag before the public my aecusa- 
tion, and my defence to it, would so indisputably 
and immediately have dispelled. 

The measure, hoaiever, of making these pro- 
ceedings public, whateyer mcde: I cain adopt (con- 
sideriug especially the absolute iinpossibility of suf-^ 
fcriiig any'partial production of ti\emf and the ne- 
cessity that, if for any purpopye any part of then) 
fihould be produced, the whole must be bnoiight 
i>efore the public) reqiains surrounded with all the 
€>bjeots which 1 have euumerated; and nothing 
<?ould ever have pirevailed upon 9)e, or can bow 
even prevail upon me to. hiwe recourse to it, but an 
imperious sense of indispensable duty to my future 
'Safety, to 'my prf sent character and honour, • and to 
the fef^Iings, the character, and the interests pf my 
child. I hod flattered myself^ when pp^e this long 
proceeding should have terminated in my recep^ 
tion into your Majesty's presence, th^t that circuw- 
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ftance alone would ba:re ao strongly imj^iedgPiiy uy 
pocenoe of all du^had been i^ranght against mej aa 
to bave been perfectly auflScif nt for my hoiioor wi 
my security ; but acoompaiiiody n it now moat ba 
with the knowledge of the fiurt, tbat your Majesty 
has been brought to hesitate upon its propriety, and 
accompanied also with the very unjustifiable obaer^ 
vationsy as they appear to xsi^ on which I shall pre* 
sently proceed to remark » and which were made 
by your Majesty *s servants^ at the time when they 
gave you their advi(:ie to mceive me { I fed myself 
in a situatioQy in which I deeply rennet that i cannot 
rest, in silence, without an immediate reception 
into yoqr Majesty *s pnesence ; nor, indeed, with 
that reception, unless it be attended by oAer cir«> 
cumstanccs, which may mark my satisfactory ae- 
quittal of the charges which have been brought 
against me. 

It shall at no time be said, with truth, that I 
.shrunk back from these inianious charges ; that | 
crouched before my enemies : and courted them by 
my' submission into moderation ! No, I have ever 
boldly defied them, I have ever felt and still feel^ 
that if they should think, either of pursuing these 
accusations, or of "bringing forward any other which 
the wickedness of individuals may devise, to affect 
my honour ; (since my conscience tells me, that 
they must be as base and groundless as those 
brovght by Lady Ppuglas,) while the witnesses to 
the innocence of my conduct, are all living, I should 
be able to disprove tbem all ; and^ whosoever may 
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b€my #ccusert, ^to ^triumph ' over their irickednrss 
and malice; Bat should these. accusations be re> 
tiewcd ; or any other be brouglit forward, hi any 

♦ future time, death may, I know not how soon, re- 
move from my innocence its best security, and dc^ 
privcme of the means of my justification, and my 
defence, 

Thfere are tlierefore oflier measures, which I trust 
your Majesty will think indispensable to be. taken, 
for my honour, and for my security. Amongst 
these, I most humbly submit to your Majesty my 
most earnest entreaties that die proceedings, incli> 
ding not only my first answer, and my letter of the 
'Stli of December, but this letter also, tnay bejdirw> 
ted by your Majesty to be so' preserved and depo- 
sited, as th^t they may, all of them, sccurel}^ remain 
permanent authentic documents and memorials, of 
this accusation and of the manner in wiiieh I met 
jt; of my defence, as well as of the charge. That 
tljoy may remain capable at any time of being re- 
sorted to, if the malice 'which produced the charge 
priginally, shall ever venture to renew it. 

* Beyond this, I am sure your Majesty will think 
It but proper unij just, that I should be restored, in 
'cvciy resj)ect, to the same situation, from whence 
"the proceedings, under these felse charges, have 
VemovH^l me. That besides being graciously re- 
ceived again into the bosom of your ''Majesty's^ 
Royal Family, restored tp my former respect and 
station amongst them, your Majesty will be graci- 
ously plca*«cd, either to exert your influence, with 
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Ifis Royal Highness the Priace of .W.$lk9» Jhat 1 
may be restored to the use of tny apartment in, 
Carlton House, which wa» reserved for me,- escept 
while the apartments were Hndergouig repairj .till 
the date of these proceedings; or to assign to me^ 
some apartment in one of your Rq^sJI Palaces^ 
Some apartment in or near to London is indispeiv-, 
sably necessary for my conycnient attendance at the 
Drawing-roora. And if *I am not restpr^d tp that 
at Carlton House, I trust your Majesty will graci% 
ously perccive> how reasonable it is^ that I should^ 
request, that some apartment sboyld be assigned 
to me^ suited to my dignity wd , situation, ,which 
may mark my reception and acknowledgment,, 
as one of your Ms^esty^s family, .and from which 
my attendance at the drawing-room may b^ easy 
and convenient 

If these measures are taken, I should hope that 
they would prove satisfactory to the public mind, 
and that I may feel myself fully restored in public 
estio^tiouy to my former character. And should 
they prove so satisfactory, I shall indeed be delighted 
to think,, that no further step may, even now, 
appear to be necessary to my peace of mind, my 
security, and my honour. 

But your Majesty will permit me to say, that if 
the next week, .which will make more than a 
month from the time of.your Mjflcety's informing 
me that'you would receive me, should pass without 
my being received into your presence, and without 
having the assurance that these gtlior n^qucsts of 
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mii)6 tiuXl Be ^itiplied with ; f shall be nnder die 
ptinftd Vi&cemtf of considering them as refbsed. 
fn* which csru; Ish^lTfeel my^lf compelled, how- 
<Wr reluctbnify, to give the whole of these pro- 
<!KdhigS ixs the woHd; Unless your Majesty can 
i/OiggM other adcfqudte means of securing my ho- 
ndur wnd my life, from the effect of the continuance 
oY reuewaf of ttes^ proceedings, for die future, as 
welf 9i th6 present FoT I entreat your Majesty 
to befieve, that it is only in the absence of alt other 
gdequattf meamr, that I can have resort t<> that 
measure. That f consider it with deep regret; 
that 1 n^rd' i^ with serious' apprehension, by no 
means so much on account of the effect it may' 
have upon myself; as on account of the i^ain which 
i^ may give to youf Itfejestjr, ybur august family, 
and your loyal subjects. 

As finr as myself am concerned, I am aware* of (he 
observations to which this publication will expose 
ttie. But t am placed in a situation in which f have' 
the choice only of two most unpleasant alternatives. ' 
As I am perfectly confident that the imputations 
and the loss of character which must, nnder tlie^ 
circumstances, fbllow from my silence, are most* 
injurious and unavoidable ; that my .silence, under* 
snch cirramstances, must lead inevitably to my 
ntter infkmy and ruin. The publication, on* file 
ether hand, will escpose to the world nothing, which 
is spoken to by any witnc^^ (whose in&my aud 
discredit it is not unanswerably exposed and esta- 



blished) wfaicb.caq, in the slightest^ ^I^^STP^i ^fTecl;/ 
my cbaiactfer for honour^ virtue^ and delicacy. ^ 

There may be (circumstances disclosed, ma^ 
ni resting a d^ree of condescension and faraili-* 
arity in my behaviour and conduct, which in the 
opinions of many, . may be considered as not 
sufficiently 'guarded^ dignified, . and reserved. 
Circiimstan.ces however^ which my foreign edu"> 
cation, ^tid for^gn habits, misled me to. think 
in the humble and retired situation in which 
it Wis my fate to live, and . where I had no rela- 
tton, no equil, no friend to advise me, were 
wholly free from offence. But when they have 
been dragged forward, from the scenes of private 
life, in a grave proceeding on a charge of. High 
Treason and Adultery, they seem to derive a 
colour and character, from the nature of the charge 
which they are brought forward to support. And 
I cannot but believe that they have been used for no 
other purpose, than to affbrd a cover, to screen fron^ 
viefy the injustice of that charge; that they have 
been taken advantage of, to let down my accusers 
more gently ; and to deprive me of that full ac- 
quittal on the Report of the four Lords, which my 
in^ipcence of all offence most justly entitled me to 
receive. . 

Whatever opinion however may be forraedg 
upoift 9ny part of my conduct, it roust injustice 
be formed, with reference to the sitjiation in 
which 1 was placed ; if I am judged of as Prin- 
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erst vT^ftles, wkb nfereiiM to.^ h^ imnk 
of that stadrm^ I must be judged as Pnncess of 
Wales^ banished firom the Prince^ impaotocted 
by the support and the couateoance whicb 
belong to tftat station ; and if I am juiced of in 
my private character), as a married woman, I 
must be judged of as a wife faania^ed from 
her husband, and living in a widowed secluskm from 
him and retirement from l^e world. This last 
consideration leads me to reeur to ais expreasioii 
in Mrs. Lisle*» examination, which describes 
my conduct in Idle frequency ami the maaMr 
sff my reoeiying the visits of Captain Maniyy, 
tiiOQgh always in the pvesenee of my kdies, as 
unbecoming a married woman. tJpon the ex- 
treme injustice^ setting up Ae apinhn of o»s 
womai^ as it were in jui%m«ik upon tile eon* 
duct of anodieF^ as well as of estioMiting the 
conduct of a person in my milbrtunate siinatioo^ 
by reference to that, which might iir general be 
expected from; ^a married woman, living hap- 
pily with her husband^ I have before generally 
lemar&edL But beyond 'tiiese general reoMirks 
m forming any estimate of my conduct, your 
M^esty will never forget the very peenliar eir* 
cnmstances and misfortunes of my situatioik Tour 
Majes^ will remember that I bad not been 
much above a year in. this countiy, what I le- 
eeived the following letter from Ms Royal High* 
ness^the Prineeof Wales. 
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WTinJkor Casile, 
April 33, 1796. 

*^ Madam, 

A% Lord Cholnionddjr iHfbrHis me that ycm 
*' wish I would define, in writiiig,* the tetms 
'' upon which we are to lifie, I ^all cndea* 
« vour to explain myself upon that head, with 
<^ as much clearness, and widi as much pro- 
*^ priety, at the nalure of the subject will admit 
^' Our inclinations are not in our power, nor 
^ should either of us be held answerable to the 
*^ other, because nature has not made us suit- 
^^ able to each other. Tranquil and comfortable 
" society Is however in otrr power; let our 
^'' intercourse therefore be restricted to that, and 
'^ I will distinctly subscribe to the condition^ 
^* which you required through Lady Cholmon* 
^* dety, that even in the event of uiy accident 
*' happening to my daughter, which I trust 
*^ Providence in its mercy will averC^ I shall 
^* not infringe the terms of the restrictioa by 

* The subslQneaof tbb letter liad been orevloudy eoaveyed 
in a mes9ag« tl>roi]g;h Lord Chofanondely to ber Royal HighiiM. 
But it was tbougtit 1^ her Boyi^ Highaest, to be ^finitely too 
imfMinent ta Mat mere ly upon a verbal eomnunicfttioD, and 
therefore j»he desired that Ms Royal Highnese's pleaBure upon it 
shottkf be oonraMoiceted to her in wvlttocr. 

t L poa the reGei|yt of the v^amgt alluded to, in the fore- 
going notei her Royal Highness, though slie had nothiug to do 
tHJt to siibfliH to the anangeeMnr -which hn Ro^ H^^hnev 
tnlg^t def cmine upon, desired it might he undentood, that she 
>hou]d insist that any such arrangement, if once made, slkooM 
be oonslderad as fiaaL Aad that his Royal Highness should not 
retain the right, from time to time, at his pTeame, or under 
aay circumstances, lo alter it. 
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proposing at any period, a connection of i 
more . particular nature. 1 shall now finally 
'^ close this disagreeable correspoodeooe, tnist- 
>' ing that, as we have completely explained 
** ourselves to each other, thi: rest of our lives 
^' will be passed in uninterrupted tranquillity."* 

<^ I am Madam, 

<* With great truth, 
<♦ Very sincerely yours, 

(Signed) . •• geor(;e p: 

And that to this letter I sent the following answer : 
** Uavcu de votre conversation avec Lord 
" Cholmondely, ne m'etoune, ni- ne m*offeos«. 
." Cetoit me confirmer ce que vous m*av€z 

tacitement insinue depuis une annee. Mais U 
^' y aurout apres cela, un manque de ddicatesse 
^f' ou, pour niieqx dire,^ une bassesse indigne de 
^' mc plaindre des conditions, que vous vous in]> 
'' poseza vous menixe. 

^^ Je ne vous aurois point feit de reponse si, 
*^ votre lettre n*etoit concue de maniere a faire 
'* douter^ ci cet arrangement vient de vous, ou d« 
^^ moi; et vous scavez que vous m^annoncez 
<* rhdnneur. La lettre que vous m*annoncez 
^* comme la demiere, in*oblige de communiqucr 
" au Roy, comme a roon Souveisain, et a raon 
•• Pcre, votre avcu et ma reponse. Vous trouve- 
'^ rez ci incluse la copic dq celle que j'ccris an 
*' Roy. Je vous en previens pour ne pas m^atti- 
<* nr de voire part la moindre reproche ^ diipll- 
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^ cate. C01DID6 je n*ai dans ce moment^ d'aiitra 
^< pratecteur que Sa Majeste^' je in*en rappoita 
^ uniquement a lui. Et si ma conduite merite 
^' son approbatioDy je serai^ du moins en partie, 
** consolee. 

** Da reste, je conserve toute la reconnoissance 

m 

^^ possible de ce que je ihe trouve p^r votre 
'* moyenj comoime Princesse de Galles, dans une 
*' situation a pouvoir ihe livrer sans contraintne, a 
^ une verm cbere a mon cceur, je vieux dire la 
^ bienfaisance. Ce sera pour moi un devoir d*agir 
^ de plus par un autre motifscavour celui de don- 
*^ ner Texemple de la patience, et de' la resignation 
*^ dans atonies sortes d'epreuves. Rendez moi U 
^ justice de me croire, que je ne cesserai jumais 
.** de faire des vcbux pour votre bonheur, et 
*^ d*etre votre bicn devouee.*** 

(Signed) « CAROLINE." 

. " Ce 6 de Mw> 1796." 

• TRANSLATION. 

The STOWsl of your oonrenation with Lord Cbolmoiidelj, 
iieHber surfiriMs nor offends me. It merely oonfinned what you 
have tacitly iBfiinuated for this twelvemonths. But after this, it 
would be a want of delicacy, or rather a meanness in me, wens 
I to complain of those conditions which you impose upon yourself 

J should have returned no answer to your letter, if it had not 
be^n conceived in terms to make it doubtful, whether this ar- 
vangement prooeeds from you or from me, and you are aware that 
the credit of it lielongs to you alone. 

Tlie letter which you annoimce to me as the last, obliges me 
to oommunicale to the King, as to my Sovereign and my Father, 
both your avowal and my answer. You will 6nd enclosed the 
copy of my letter to the King, I apprise you of it, that t may not 
Jte dtl^test reproach of duplicity from you. As 1 have mt 
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The ^e of hit Bayal Higjtiness*« letter, is ibt 
aoth of April, 179^, Hie date of our miuri^e, 
jc^ur Hsge^jr will, recolleci^ is .the 8th day of Ayri]^ 
in.the jear 1795, and that of the biirdi of our only 
child, the 7th of January, 1 796. 

On the letter of hit Boyal Hig^ness^ I oflfer no 
eonunent. I only entreat your Majesty . noL to 
understand me to introduce it, as affi>rdiQg any 
supposed justiijcation or excuse, for the least 
departure from the strictest line of virtue, or 
the sKghtest deviation from the most re&ned 
delicacy. The* crime, which has been insinuated 
tgidnst me, would be equally crimiua) and de» 
testable; the indelicacy imputed to jne, would 
be jqually odious and. abominable, whatever 
renunciation of conjugal authoFity and aifealioi% 
the above letter of his Roysd Highness might 
in any construction ' of it be supposed to have 
conveyed. Such crimes, and faults, derive not 
their guilt from the consideration of tlie conju* 
gal virtues of the individual,, who may be the 

most injured ' by them, however . much sud) 

• ... 

thii mooaat acrpratMler but Urn Mmjb^, t nfbr mMf f» bM 
■pon tbiH ftubjoct, and if mj oonduoc loaeti \0b- apprabptlgi^ 
X 4»i)aU be ia seaae deg^^oe at least coJMioled. I refam every 
MiUiinent of giatitnde iar tlie aittnliaa in wIMi I §imI myiielii 
as PruiGctsof Walbs^ cndbled by your mewm^ to ipdolge ia Ibe 
£-ee aaerciea oi a Ttitue dtar to my btart, I mean cbarity. 

U will ba aiy duty itkaxriiie to* aal a|Mr attolh^ motive^ that 
of giving aii-examisle of paiieaoe and resignation onder every 
tmL 

Do me rho juetlae Iq beiicfe, tlMt lahall never oease ttf prajr 
Seiw your bap|ru)e«u And lb be, 

VoBrmuclt devote 
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vlitdek mf aggravate llieir eMrmity;. Mti 
such letter^ tlierefare, io ttojr etaitructkm jrf i^ 
no renunciatien of ^tcmjugal ajBfectieii or -duties^ 
coald einer paltiate them. Bat /vdiether c0k^ 
duct free from all crkne, firee' fmn dU indelicacy;, 
(which' I miMntain to be the ctnrftder of Ifao 
conduct to. which Mrs. Lide*s obeeifvatinM 
appty,) yet possibly not so meaaured, asm cttttkNBi 
wife, careful to avoid the ^ligbteit appeavanpe, ^ 
not preferring her husband to aQ the woM, anight 
be studious to obsenre* Whether cowfaei 0f :fwbt 
description, and possibly in such sense^^noC bt-^ 
coming a married woman, could be juidiy deeoMdy 
fn my situation, an offence in mc^ I must leave ti^ 
your Majesty to diftermine. 

In making that determinatioa^ however, tt will 
not escape your Majesty to consider, thai Hbo 
omduct whicb dbes or does not becoflK • tnoK 
fied woman materially, depends npcm whsU isr 
or is not known by her to be agreeable to her hitt* 
band. ' His pleasure and happtness oaght .noques* 
tionably to be bcr law ; and fats approbolion the 
naost &vourite cl>ject of her pnrMiit. IBiffereot 
<^aiactfetB of men, require different modes of 
condoct in dieir wives, imt when a -wife caa 
no longer be capable of peireinng from tine to 
time, what is ^^gveeabfo ov ofiensive to her 
bo^balid, when her conduct cannoloi^r couk 
tribute to his happiness, no longer hope to be 
rewarded by his approbation, surely to examine 
that conduct i»y the standard of wh^ cmght m 



ftfferaly tD. be-^be.ooiidact of « married, weman, 
iialtafdher uor^wonable and unjust. 

3?niat«4b^ is my case ? Your Majesty will do 
me th^ . justice to remark, that, in the above 
letter of the Prince of Wales, there is not the 
most distant surmise, that, crime, that rice, 
ibaX indelioacy of any description, gave ooca- 
taoa to lus determination; imd all the tales of 
infamy and discredit, whiob the inventive malice 
of my . enemies has brought forward on these 
charges, have their date, ye^rs, and y^rs, after 
the peiiod to which I am now alluding. What 
then^ let. me repeat the question, is my case? 
After the receipt of the above letter, and in 
about two years from my arrival in this country, 
I ^ bad the misfortune entirely to lose the 
support, the Countenance, the protection of 
i^y husband— I was banished, as it were, into 
a .sort of humble retirement, at a distance from 
h^m, ^nd almost estranged from the whole of 
the Royal Faftiily. I had no means of havii^ 
recourse, either for society or advice, to those, 
fi'om wjiom my inexperience could have best 
received the advantages of the one, and with 
whom I could, most becomingly, have enjoyed 
the comforts of the other ; and if in this retired, 
unassisted, unprotected state, without the. 
check of a husband's authority, without the 
benefit of his adtice^ without the comfort and 
support of the society of hjs family, a stranger to 
the habits and fashions of tliis country, I should. 
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in any instanci^ irodar the uAaalo&t>f kUnign ha-^ 
bits, and fbreign eduoatioii^ hA^e olitenred a €t»« 
daot in any degnte deviatiitg iram tihe TMeniMod 
•evaritjr of British aMMoen^ and partekAig of a 
Gondetfsmsion and fciftiJiartty which that iM^rra 
aitd sefverity wonld, parhap8> diaetn beiMatii* tihii 
digfnity of my exalted rank, 1 fetl ooiffideDt/ 
(^iooe 8ueh deriatioa wiH be seen' to have been 
ever consistent with perfect innoeenoe,) that nM 
otily your Migestjr^s candonr and indulgence bat 
the cudoor and inddgence^ wluch^ notwithalriiid^ 
ing thief reserve and severity of British manntan; 
alWays bdxmg to the Britisfa Pablipi v^ mMT 
visit* it with severity or ciensttHe* 

tt r^nndns (or me n&w tb make some remarks, 
upon the fiirtber concents <it the paper, which fn^ 
^fansmitled to me by the Lord CbmceliM on the 
98th ult And I cannot in pasting^ omit to remark, 
that tfiat paper has neidier tiiJe^ d&tj^, s^dator^; 
nor attestation : and UTiTess the Lord Cfaattoelldr 
had accompanied it with a note, stbtmg that it 
vfas copied in his 6Wn hand fhom the ori^al^ 
which his Lordship had received ftom yoar Ma^ 
jesty/r should hatve been at a loM to hflVepeiS 
ceived any single mark of sititfienticity belonging 
to i<^ and as it is^ I am wholly unaUe to discover 
^Otet is the true character Which does belong ^ 
to it It contains, indeed, the advice wlfichyour ^ 



Majesty*s servants have ofl&red to ycrar Majertf , 
an^the message which, accordii^ to thatadvicai 
yourMfl^esty directed to she delivered to me;^ 

H h 
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- Cbnsidering it tfierefore, wfaoUy as dieir ad^ 
your '. Majesty will : excuse and pardon me, i^ 
deeply injured as I feel nsyself to have been by 
Ibenij I express myself witk freedom upon theiF 
tondnet, I may speak perhaps wkh mrarmth, be- 
eailse - 1 am ptovoked i>y » ; sense of gresfr injus- 
tice, i riiali speak eerta&nly with firmness and 
with courage; because I fto^ emboldeofed bjr a sense 
ef coifficious innocence* 

Yomr Majestya eosifidenfciaf servants say, 
^ th^ agree in the opinions of- the four Lords,** 
and they say this^ <^ after the iuUest considers* 
^ ttcm ofimy observiations, and ef the affidavits 
*^ which were annexed to them.** Some of these 
epintons yonr Majesty wiU lecoSeet . afe^. that 
* William Golc, Fanny Iioy4 Robert Bidgood, 
^ and fifes Liide, are witnesses who cannot,** io 
the jndgipettt ef the four lx)rds) ^ be suspected 
^ of tmy uh^vburable |^as ;** and ^* whose veracity 
^ in thi^ re^ct th^y had. seen no-ground to> quea^ 
tion ;*^.* and *^ thatlh€^circu«Qstaniees to whidathey 
i^ speak^ particularly as relating ^ Captain Man- 
^^ 1;^, must be credited uetik they are decisively 
^ contradicted.** Am 1 then to- UBdeFStaad your 
Majesty s xonfidentiaj sewante to^ mean^ that 
tliey agree* with the four Noble Lard^ i& these 
opnions ^ Am i torunderstandy that after hai^ 
hig read with the fiiUest : .eonside]:ation, the ob- 
servations, which 1 have offered to your Majes^ ; 
^fiec having seen William Cole there proeec) 
to have jiubaritted himself, five times at leasts to 



335 

Sir Jbhn Douglases Solieitbr^ for the express j ptti^- 
pose of confirming tfie statement t>f Lady Beugksy 
•(of diat Lady Douglas, whose statcitfeivt and <fepo- 
sition they are cominced to be so malictoas and* 
false, that they propose to institute such* prosccur 
tion against her, as your Majesty -s - Law Ofiicers 
may advise, upon a reference, tioiirat'leBgth^ after 
«tx monl!hs from the detection of that malice and- 
falehood, intended to be made)— *after haWag 
deen this WiUiam G>le, submittii^to such repeated 
voluntary examinations for ^ueh a purpose, and 
although he was all that time "b, servant on my esta- 
blishment, and eating my breads yet never enoe 
communicatipg to me, that sudh examinations- 
were going on^^-am I to understand, diat your 
Majesty^s confidential servants, agree with the four 
Lords in thinking, that he icannot, under such 
etrciim^nces, b^ suspected of unfavotrrahle bias ?• 
That after having had pointed out to them the 
direct, flat contradiction between the same Wil* 
llam Cole^ and Fanny Lloyd, they nevertheless 
■agree to-think them both (tbough in direct con-* 
tradictton to each other, yet both) witnesses,' 
tmliose veracity theff see no ground to question? 
After having seen Fanny Lloyd dhrectly and po^i- ' 
tivety contradicted, in an assertion, most inju* 
rious to my honour, by Mr. Milts and Mr. 
Edmcades, do they agree in opinion with the' 
four Noble Lords, that they see no ground to 
question their veracity 9 — After having r^ the 
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fl^rv9^^W$ on B|r, Bi4good*s eyijiaace : . mfler 
Wving seeB^ th»t ho h44 the )Mtr4ibood t«>>i«r<s|r 
l^t h? belicW Captain M&obj ilepft in my 
home, »t Southend, imd to iQwui^e th^fc he 
il^I^ 19 JQ17 b^it>o«i ; after havivg soen that h# 
foim^4 lvi<nf^U OQ tbii^ mo|t iklae bet, wf^ most 
fopl {t|id wiv^$4 i(WQUfttio% upoQ the ^imimstmce 
oyr ojt^serviqg a h;^ ao4 sopie towels where he 
thought tybey oi^t not tt> he placed ; af^ having 
fleen th^t thia &ct» ^and this ip^ii^ittion were di^ 
proved before the km nf>h\» i<Qr4« tl^episclves^ 
l^ tM(o nu^d-senrcinty who at that time liyed 
^ith jfOM 9lL ^utheods «md whose duties aboot my 
person aqd my apivrtmeAt^^ must haye made them 
^quaipted with th^^ faet^ 9a asserted, or as inai- 
W^tedj if H bad hapjieiie^ » |ft^r having observed 
tfm^ 19 ponfirmatioq of their testiuxony, that one of 
t^m miBntV>ned the r^me of apother fema)e servant 
(who waa not es;amincd,) who l^ad from her aitua- 
tkNjbi ^wl mewfi of knowledge with tliemaclve9;f->> 
I aa^ wl\ether after all this decisive weight of coo- 
tiradiptio^ to Bobert Bidgood'a testimony, I am to 
understand y oi^r Majesty*s confidential servants to 
agree ^ith the four Noble dords ip thinl^iagy that 
Af r. Bidgood is a witne^^ who ^lOiuiof be s^pected 
of unfavoiiirable Iw&p and that there iaoa ground 
to question her veracity ? |f, ^e, I were to go 
tJ:^:oagh allt ^e remarks of this deaaiptio|i| which 
occur to me to myke^ 1 should he ^liged to le^ 
peat ues^rly all my ficyiner Qbse?^tk)iu^ and to. 
n)ake this letter as long as my Pri^mA answer • but 



to that answer I oonfidtntly appeal, and 1 will vtxh^ 
tare fo challenge your Maj^^s confida&tial ser» 
vanta to find a smgjiey impajtialy and banourablaL 
man, unconnected in feeling and interest wi& the 
parties, and uneonnectAd in Cpui)cil with thoa^ 
who have already pledged thettselve^ to if! q>inio^ 
upon this subject, who' Will lay his hand upon hit 
heart, and s^, that these three witnesses, on whom 
that Heport so mainly rdlids, are tiot to be sust 
pected of the grossest ptrtia^ty, loul thai their Vo^ 
racity is not most fundamentally impeaclied^ 

W%B it then nohle» Wa^ it ^inerouiip Was it tiianly^ 
was it just, ia youi- MiyesQr's confidential servaatt^ 
instead of iSBurly admitting the injnstice whioh had 
been inadvertent^! and unintentiooally, no 4oubt» 
done to me by the four Noble JUords in^icar Report 
upon the evideme of t]^ Wito^sset, to state to 
your Majes^, tliat they agree With these Noblsi 
liOrds in tb^ir opinion, thoqgh tbe^ cannot, i^ 
items, go the length of agreeing any longer to 
withhold the advice, which restored me to your 
Miyesty^f presence ) And with t-espect to the par-r 
ticulars to iny prejudice^ Iremarked l»pon in the 
llepoit as those *' which justly deserve the most 
^* serious consideiration* and Whifh must be credited 
« till decbively contradicted,** instead of fairly 
avowing, either that there wai originally no pre^ 
tence for such a remark, or that if there bad beeq 
oripnally, yet tkat my answer had given that de- 
cisive contradiction wlU^ was sufficient to discredit 
them ; instead, I aa^> of acting this just, honesty 
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nd open pft, to take no notice whatsoever of 
those contridictions, and content themselves vnAi 
guying, thatw:**:iione of the facts or allegations 
«* stated in 'prcUlnkiapy ; exatnhiations, carried on 
^ in'the absence of tfie ^rtiei: interested, could 
« be considered as legally or conelio^iu^if^ ,y^tz^ 
^ Wished?' 

' They agree in the opinion tliat tfie fiacts or alle^ 
gitioris, though stated in preliminary ej^aminatidn, 
carried on in the absence of the parties interested, 
must be credited till decisively contradict edy and 
deserve the most serious Consid^ation, They rea4 
with the fullest consideration, the contradictioq 
vv hich I have tendered to thfem ; they must have 
knoxvn* that no other sort of contradiction could, 

• * 

by possibility; from Ae nature of things, have been 
offered upon such subjects : they do not (^^uestion 
the truth, they do not point out the insufficiency of 
the contradiction, but iii loose, general, indefinite 
terms, referring to my apswer, consisting, as it 
does of above two hundred written pages, and. 
coupling It with those exaniinations (which they 
admit establish nothing adjust an absent party) 
they advise your Majesty, that ^ there appear 
*' many circumstances of conduct, whfch could not 
*♦ be regarded by ^our Majesty without serious 
** concern ;'* and that, as to' all the other facts arid 
allegations, except those relative to my pregnancy 
and delivery, they are not to be considered as 
•* legally and conclusively estahlished^ because 
spoken to in preliminary examinations^^ not carricdt 
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OQ in the pDesisoce. of the partie^ ccmcen^id. . Tht]r 
jdo not, . indeed^ expressly ^serjt, t^ my cootm* 
diction was not decisive or satisfactory; they dp 
not expressIjF st^te, that they think the &cts and 
allegations i^ant . nothing towards, their leg^ and 
concluaive establishment^ bat ^ re-^xanxination in 
the presence of t^e parties iT\ter^ted> but. they gp 
far to imply sjick opinions. Tlwit those opinions are 
utterly untenable, against thc^: observatiops I have 
made, upon the credit and phaxacter of tt|ose^ witr 
nesses, I sbjiU ever n^ost, confidently, maiivtain ; ^bot 
that tho^e observations leave their credit wholly 
unafiected, and. did not deserve -the least notice 
from yoiir Majesty's servants^ it is impossibly 
that any bonQurable maa can ^assert^ ^or^ gny falf 
and unprejudiced mind believe. 

I now proceed, Sire, to obsente ve^y. snort^ 
upon the advice further giveq to your JM^jesty as 
^contained in the remaining part of the paper j. which 
has represented that, both in the examinatioBs, anj) 
even in my answer there have appeared many cir* 
cumst^nces of conduct which cpujd not be lega^^dod 
but with serious conceruv s^nd which . hftv^ sugr 
gested the expression of ^.desire and, ^i^^potatioi|. 
that such a conduct may in .futiiis. be, ot^seryesc^ 
by me;^ as may fully justify these, mark^ pf |)at^|iial 
regard and affection, which ^our IVtajesty wish^ 
to shew to all your Rovi^,F^^ily.f i /" \ . . 

And here. Sire, .ypujj^la^^ ,^i'liB?aa^ttsJy V^ 
mit me to. notice tbeJb^i^l^p .of H^^ ^dvi^y ^kkh 
has suggp^tcd ^oyouv^^^^ty^ i(y Q^OJ^fyKto, i||t 
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Ijfr rqirMf. I cmnplmfi not po nra<!h Ibr what 
tt'does, as ftnr wfast ft does not contain; I Hieaca 
tbe abseoM of all particular mention of what it i«, 
that is the object of thdr |datne. The oircam- 
-stances of con4t)Ct which appear in these eicami* 
mtiona^ jmxi ijx iny amwer to which they allude 
as ^lose which may ^ supposed to jnstifjr the 
aolvice, winch hat led to this r^proof^ since your 
^ffi^esty^ peivaxit)^ hwe not particularly mentioned 
thenr^ f cannot fie certain Aat I know. But 
I' wiU venture confidently to repeat the assertion 
whii;h I' have alneady made, tbat there are no 
dreumstancea of conduct spoken to by any witoesa, 
fwhbse m&my and discredit are not uxianswehrbly 
Ofostei and established^ nor any where apparent' 
in my answer which have the remotest i^proach^ 
tor crimen to indelicacy, 

Ibr my fUttire conduct^ Siie, impressed i%itb 
every sense Qf gratitude for all former kindness^ I 
^AaU be bound unquestionably, by sentiment as 
well aa dbty^ to study, your Itfajest/s pleasure: 
Any adviop whicft your JMf ajesty may wish to give 
ta me in respect of any particulars in my conduct; 
I'shan be bound, and be a^tioos to obey as my 
law. Bur I must trust that your Majesty will 
point Mt to me t)ie nartieu)ars, which may hi^peo 
to dispjeasa^ you, ano whic|) ypa m&y wish to have 
altered. J shaO b^ ay l^ppy in tfaua fUling myself 
safli titm bhsae under lite b^lirftt c^ fowr M^jesty't 
tidVite, aa 1 am now in ft^ding- myself secured 
jfrnm' 'dancfer: under' the urotection of your iustic^ 
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Tour Majeisty will permit tne ' to add one 
Word more. 

Your' Mjgesty has seen what detriment my 
character has for a time sustained, by the &lse 
and malicious statement of Lady Douglas, and 
by^ the depositions of the witnesses who Were ex- 
amined in support of her statement. Your Ma- 
jesty has seen how many enemies I have, and how 
little their malice has been restrained by any re- 
gard to truth in the pursuit of my ruin. Few^ 
as it may be hoped, may be the instances, of 
such determined^ ai^d unprovoked malignity^^ 
yet, I cannot flatter myself, that the world does 
not produce other persons, who may be swayed 
by similar motives ta similar wickedness. Whether 
the statement to be prepared by the Prince of 
Wal^t is to be confined to the old charges, or 
is intended to bring forward new circumstances^ I, 
cannot tell ; but if any fresh attempts of the same 
nature shall be made by my accusers, instructed 
as they will have been by their carriage in this 
instance, I can hardly hope that they will no 
senew their charge, with an' improved artiipce, , 
more skilfully directed, and with a malice, in-, 
flaqaed rather than abated, by their previous 
disappointment. I therefore can only appeal to/ 
your Majesty's justice, in which I confidently 
trust, tfiat whether these charges are 'to be re- 
newed against me, either on the old or on fresh 
evidence; or whether new accusations, as well as 
ncW witnesses, are to be brought forward^ your 

1 i 
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Majesty, after the experience of these prooped- 
ings, will not sofler your Royal mind to be pre- 
judiced by ex parte ^ secret examinations^ nor my 
character to be whispered away by inunuations or 
suggestions which I have no opportunity of 
meeting* If any charge, which the law* yriU re- 
cognize, s[K>uld be brought against me in an open 
and legal manner, I should have' no right to com- 
plain, nor any apprehension to meet it. Sut till I 
may have a ifull opportuaity of so meeting it^ { 
trust your Majesty will not suffer it to excite even 
a suspicion to my prejudice. I must claim the 
benefit of the prcsumptioi> of innocence, till I 
am proved to be guilty, for witliout that pre- 
sumption, against the effects of secret iusinuation 
and ex parte examinations, the purest innocence 
can make no defence, and can have no security. 

Surrounded, as it is i\ow proved, that I Jiave 
been, for years, by domestic spies, your Majesty 
must, I trust, feel convinced, that if I had been 
guilty, there could not have been wanting evi- 
ilcnce to have proved my guilt. And that 
these spies have been obliged to have resort 
to their own invention, for the support of the 
charge, is the strongest demonstration that the 
truth, undisguised, and correctly represented^ 
could furnish them with no l^andle ags^inst. 
nic. And when I consider the nature and ma- 
lignity of that conspiracjf, which, I feci confi- 
dent 1 haye completely detected and exposed, 
I cannot but think of that detection, with the 
liveliest gratitude, as the special blessing of Pro* 
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Tidence. wHo, by ooDfoanding the madiVtions' 
of my enemies^ has enabled me to find^ in the very 
Excess and extravagance of their malice, in the 
very weapons, which they iabncated iand sharpened^ 
for my destruction^ the sufficient' guiELrd to my in- 
nocence, and the effin^tual means of my justification 
and defence. 

I trust therefore. Sire, that I may now close 
this long letter, in confidence ihst many di^s 
will not elapse before I shall receive from your 
Majesty that assurance, that my just requests- 
^^nay be so completely granted, as may render it 
possible for me (which nothing else can) to 
avoid the painful disclosure to the worU of 
all the cii^umstances of that injustice, and of 
those unmerited suflerings, which iheie proceed- 
ings, in the manner in which they kaafe been con* 
ducted, have brought upon me. 

I remain. 

Sire, 
With every sentiment of gratitude. 
Your Majesty^s most dutiful, 

most submissive Daughter-in-Law, 
Subject and Servant, 
(Signed) C. P. 

3hntague Houses 
February l6, I807. 

As these obseivations apply not' only to the 
official communication through tlie Lord Chan- 
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cellor, of the JSth ult; but also to Uie {H*iVate 
letter of your Majesty, of the I Jth instant, I have 
thought it most respectful to your Majesty and 
your Majesty's servants, to send this letter in 
duplicate, one part through Colonel Taylor, and 
the other through the p)rd Chancellor, to your 
Majesty. 

(Si^ed) C. P* 

To the King. 
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Sire, - 

When I last troubled your Majcst)^:upoii my 
unfortunate business, I had raised my mind to 
hope, that I should have t\\e happiness of hear-, 
ing from your Majesty, and receiving your gra- 
cious commands, to pay my duty iu your Royal 
Presence, before the expiration of the last 
week. And when that hope wa^ dii^ippointed, 
(eagerly clinging to any idea, whiob offered me 
a prospect of being saved from the neces- 
sity of having recourse, for the vindication of 
ray character, to the publication of the proceed- 
ings upon the Inquiry into my Conduct,) I 
thought it just possible, that the reason for niv 
not having received your Majesty's commands to 
ihat cflTect, might have been occjv^ioned by the 
circumstance of your Majcsty^s staying at Win4- 
^)r through the whole of the vvtM'k, I, iherefgrc, 



U5, 

determined to wait' a few days longer, before I 
took a step, which, when once taken, could not 
be recalled!. Having, however, now assured 
myself, . that your Majesty was in town yester- 
day-*as I have received no command to wait 
xipon your Miyesty, and no intimation of your 
pleasure— I am reduced to the necessity of 
abandoning all hope, that your Majesty will 
comply with my humble, my earnest and anxious 
request. 

Your Majesty therefore, will not be surprised 
to find, that the publication of the Proceedings 
alluded to, will not be withheld beyond Monday 
next. 

As to any consequences which may arise 
firom such publication, unpleasant or hurtful to 
my own feelings and interests, I may, perhaps, 
be properly responsible; and, in any event, 
have no one tp complain of but myself, and 
those with whose advice I have acted; and 
whatever those consequences may be, I am 
folly and unalterably convinced, that they must 
be incalculably less than those, which I should 
be exposed to from my silence: but as to any 
other consequences, unpleasant or hurtful to 
the feelings and interests of others, or of the 
public, my conscience will certainly acquit me 
of them ; I am confident that I liave not acted 
impatiently, or precipitately. To avoid com- 
ing to this painful extremity I have taken 
over)' btep in my power, except that whic^ 



^ould be abandoning my character to utter in- 
fk|py, and my station and life to no uncertata 
danger^ and possibly^ to nio very distant de- 
struction. 

With every prayer, for the lengthen^ conti- 
nuance of your Majesty^s health and happiness ; 
ioT every possible blessing, which sT Gracious 
GoA can bestow upon the beloved Monarch of 
ar loyal People ; and for the continued prosperity 
of your dominions, under your Majesty's propitious 
^eign,' 

I remain. 

Your Majesty*s 
Most dutiful, loyal, and affectionate, ^ 

but most unhappy, and most injured 

Daughter-in-Law, Subject, and SerVant. 

C. P. 

Montague Housey Manch 5, I807. 

To the King. 
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HEREAS Oar right trusty and weU-i)^oVed Codn« 
cillor lliomas Lord Erskine^ Our Chancellor, lias this 
day laid before Us an Abstract of certain Written DedaraK' 
tions touching the Conduct of her Royal Highness thtf 
I'rincess oF Wales I XVe do hereby authoriie, empower^' 
and direct, the said Thomas Lord Erskinfe, Our Chan- 
cellor; Our right thisty and right weil-bdoved Couirih 
and Councillor George John Etu*! Spencer,, one of Om^ 
PrincTpQl Secretaries of State ; Oulr right trusty and weH^ 
bdoved GouncilI«r William l^yndhlun Jjord GrenviOe/ 
first Oodunissloiier of Our Treasury ; and Onr ri^lf 
tirusQr ahd weD-bdored Cbuncillor Edward Lord Ellen^ 
borougii. Our Chief Justice^ to hold Pleas before Oursd^ 
fo inquire into the truth of the same, and to exatoiine 
itpon oath such Persons as they shall iee fi^ Midbing 
tad eoncetnlng the same, ftnd to report to Us the «Milt 



tad ectncetnlng tne si 
of suehlSsamination^. 
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Given at Our Castle of Windsor, 6n the fi^enty-* 
hinth day of May, In the forty-^&th yedr of 
Our Reign. * 
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A true O^* 

J. Beckeii 
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2 AfTZvmx (a). 

(No. 2.) 
The pepotUim of thartotie LtUfy Dowlas. 

I THINK I first becalnd aoqimmtcd with the Princtes 
<xf Wales in 1801. Sir John I>ougla8 had a house at 
Blackheath. One day m NoTember^ 1801, ihe siiow was 
^jriqg OB th6 groond; the Princess and a Ladj^ wh^ I 
If^ieve was Miss Heyman, came on fi>ot and walked se« 
verat times before the door, Isdf Stewart was with me^ 
and said she thought the Princess wanted somethin^^ .a&4 
t)u^ I oiq^t to go to her. Iwenttoher; she sudfshedid 
,])9t want anj thin|^ Iml she would walk in ; that t had a 
if^pret^ little g^rL . £3ie came in^ and sUdd. some time.^ 
41^aiit a.fintni^t afier^ ISr John ]>oiiglasaiid t receivecl 
ay in^ttatioB to go to Montage House. After that t 
wi|s very jfreq^ently.at llootagae Houses, a^d dined 
4i|tte; the J^cesf dined fireyieatly. with us* ^Abo«i€ 
]|ay pi^ Juoe^ 180^ the Princess first talked with m^ 
abonth^owu conduct Sif Sidney Smit^ who had beea 
Sir John's friend for more than twenty jesa^ came Uk 
Eofl^aod: abont NoTember^ 1801, and came tq liye,iii.oar 
VcHpHi. I ilQderatppd tbatt^ Princess loOew ^ S^dsqr 
Smith before she was Princess of Wales. TbePfincefs 
saw Sir Sidnqr Smith as frequootly as ourselves. We 
were usnallj kept at Montague, Hous^ later th^ the res|. 
of the Fsrty ; often till thrcve or lour o'clock in the nsoriH. 
ing. r never observed any uhpropriety ot conduct b6» 
tween SSr Sidney Smith and the Princess. I made the 
Princess a visit to Montague House in March, 1602, Sot 
about a fortnight. She desired me to come there because 
Miss Garth was ilL In May or June foUowihgv the IMit* 
cess came to my house alone; she said'flh^ came to tdl 
me.something that had happened to her, and desired me 
to guess. \ guessed severs) things, and at last JLsaid I 



oouM noigpe$a,9nj ikupg more. She then faid tbat fhe 
^rvs prcgpaa^ aiu) that the chjl4 bad ocum to lift. I 
don't know whether she said on that dajt €Nr a^ lew d^lT* 
be&rc^ tl^at she^ was at breakfast at Lady WiDong^yX 
that the nulk flowied up to her breast, and came thfo^^ 
ber gown; that she threw a napkin over herself and we^t 
with l^j WiUoMg^by into hear room and adjusted her- 
ad( ^.pn^Dont its being observed. She never told nft 
who was the fiober of die child. She said she bpped it 
moijuld be<a boy. Sbp «udt that pf it was disoDvered, she 
would five tbie Prince of Wales the credit of being the 
h$herf for she bad slept two nights at Carkon Hooae 
within the year. I si^Ld that I should no abroad to my 
Jiother^ The Princpps said that she should manage it 
Tfliy well ; and if things .fwne to the worsts she wonl^ 
gjaoe the Prince tbie.anadU4»f it. Whib I was at Moptagiie 
House in Man^ I was widp child, ^d one /day I isid 
that I was vfny sick, ^and the Pw^cess desi^yd Mrs. Sandi^ 
t» get «ie4 aaline 4im{^ Sie tben s^id that she was 
Tprjr fifik^fen^f 4i9d^t she would jfl^^ saline drai^ 
too. 1 obsenRedthi^ she couU not w^ant n^ii^ ai^^ looked 
ait her. The Frinioesa asid» Yeib I^do; wbat.dp you look 
^'me Cn^ with jwdt wicked ayes? you axe sdmgra jfindiqg 
jm<Mm Mrs« Spui4^ Jookacl very much diatreaaed; Ae 
l[ave^naiasMioedrau|^.ea<^ This wys t^efirst tiu^ethit 
I>had any sp^^on^f her b^eisig 3|nth child. The Prtnceii 
da«er.sfddiwho was the ftther. Whm she fint told ne 
Ae -waa with «bild, I Kpther spspected that Shr Sidpief 
was the4atlMflr, but only because the PnxMsess ^-^ veary 
imrtjai ia.bhn* I J^eiasr k«ew that lie was with }ier.ah3tae. 
9^ iiad constant itfteccomrse with i<he Princess^ fitom^ 
Ihttb lAen I ii[as «t Montague House till the end of Oo*^ 
4ob0r. After thfit /die hfKl fint cnffipnniyatid to 0^ 
•thai the tisaa widi diiklt jshe frogtient^ 9^4^ «pan the 
.aistgaet. JShe was bled( tmoe ^qpng fjb» tjme. She jq»* 
toaaMBCBdied to-me io ba Uad too^ ^^^ mid that il tnadr 
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you hiaTe ft better time. Mr, Edmeacies Ued htc. She 
said, one of the days tbat Mr. Edmeades bled her, that 

'she had violent heat in her blood, and that Mr. Ed- 

'meades shotdd bleed her. I told the Princess I was very 
anxious how she would manage to be brought to bed 

''Without it^ being known ; that I t^hoped she had a safe 
person. She said yes, she should have a person from 

'abroad; that she had a great horror of having any man 
about her on such an occasion. She said, '^ I am confident 
In my own plans, and I wish you wopld not speak with 
me on that subject figfiin,^ She said, ^^ I shall tell every 
thing to Sander." I think this was on the day on wlucli 
she told me of what had l^app^ned at Lady WiUoughb/s. 

/Iliat Sander was a very good woman, and mi^t be 
trusted, and that she must be with her at the labour ; that 
she ifould send Miss Gouch to Brunswick: and Miss 

T 

Millfidd was too young to be trusted, and must be sent 
out of the way. I was brought to bed on the 2Sd of 
July, 1802; the Princess insisted on bdng present; I de- 
termined that she should pot, but I meant to avcud it 
^without offending her. On the day on which I was 
brought* to bed, she came to my house, and insisted <m 
-coming in; Dr. Mackie, who attended me, locked the 
door, and add she shoidd not come in ; but thore. was ano* 
'ther door on the opposite side of the room, which waa 
not lodced, and she caine in that door, and was present 
during the time of the labour, and toc^ the child as soon 
as it waiff bom, and said that she was very glad that Ae 
liadjseen die whole of it, The Princess's pr^;nancy ap* 
pearedtometo be very visible; she wore a cushion be* 
hind, and she Qiade Miss Sander make one for me. Dur- 
ing my lying-in, the Princess CAme one '^ day with Mrs. 
Titzgerald; shejient Mrs. Htzgerald away, and took a 
chndr and sat by niy - bedside. She said, '* Yon will hear 
of my taking chaldfsii in baskets, but ytm won't take. any 
tipticeW'it ; I shalt^ kave^hem- -broQ|fht by a poor vfcmv\ 
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in a basket ; I shall do It as i^ cover to hare my mm 

[brought to mp in that way,** dr^ ** that is the way in wUch 

1 must have my own brought when I have it,** Veiy somi 

after tliis, two children^ who were twins, wer^ brought 

by a poor Foman, in a basket. The Princess took Aem 

and had themHr^rried up into her room, and the Princess 

washed them herself, llie Princess told me this hersdt 

The fiitber, ^ few days afterwards, came and insist^ upon 

having the children, and they were given to him, Tbd 

Princess afterwards said to .me. You see^'I took the dal^ 

dren, and it answered very well; the &ther had got them- 

back^ and she could not bl^me him ; that she should take 

other children, and should have c^uite a nurseiy. I taw 

the Princess on f^ Sunday, other t|)e SOth or 91il of 

'October, 1802^ walking before her doon She was dreasdl 

so as to conc^l her pregnancy ; she had a long cloak and a 

very great muff. ' Slie had just returned from OreenwIA 

' Churph ; she looked very ill^ and I thought must be Terjr 

near her time.. About a week, or nine or ten dacya after 

this, I received a note froin die Princess, to destfe flmt I 

would not come to Montague House, for they mtft q^ 

prehensive that the children she had taken had ImmI Ate 

measles !h their clothes, and that fihe was afraki lay diib 

• plight toWe It. When the P«ncc» came to see ^le^tkrifag 

my lying-in, she told me, that when she should baiMrougllt 

to bed, she wished I would not come to Ikt fyr sMfe 

time,. for she might be' confiiscd in seemg me- Abent 

the end of December I went to GloueestmldN^ ' tfU 

" stayed there about n month. When ;I refnrMdy ^tAHUk 

was in January, I went to Montague Houses and wa^ ut 

in.. The Princess t^wpatrkln^np sometiilg in abiadc 

hox. CTpoM the sofh a child wns ly^ Mvmd'%rkii « 

;piece of r^^ cfodi. The Princess gotup mi toali mt by 

\hc hand;' she then led me to the^sdi^ Mi mi^ ^ Thcte 

is tlie cTiii^9 fliad him only two dqft aief I «aw you*" 

<rhc words v^erd, either/ '' I bad V(t^ or» <> I wm bMog^t 






%K^\mS^ T1i« word* were sQdi v 4e«il]^ iaqported tfMdt 
ll.Mitli^omi child. Sbewdshegot veiy weD thnMij^ 
|il». Sk^^pfaeved me a maik cgn the diild's hand; it k 
pjak avrlu Hie Pxinoev «aid; << she has a mark lika 
foor fitda gjrL" I ^w the child afterwards freqaendj 
mdi ^ Prineesf^ ignite tiU Christmas, 1803^ irhen I left^ 
jBiackhctttk I sav the foark upon the child's haad, aiid I 
am sorethat it was the same diild. I nevier saw any other 
cUld them* Prlpoess Charlotte used to see the chiU^ 
and.plaf withhim. Tbe-child used to call the Prineess 
ft Wales Mamny*^ I saw the child looking at the win» 
4pw gf the PrmceBs's honpe aboift a month ago^ befiirefha 
J^pess went into Deronshire^ and I am sure that it was 
Ith^ .fame child. Not Io«g after I had first seen the chil^ 
Alt F^rinoass aatd that she had the child at &9t to deep 
with her -for ^ few nights, but it made her nenroos, and 
juiwthqriiad got ^ regular tfurse for her. She said, ^VTe 
^▼e ita )ittlf milk at £r8l^ but it was too mudh for me^ 
aisi.QMr ana breed i( Igr handt and it does yeiywelL'' I 
fna-safaarpositiirdy that the child I saw at the window is 
tte aease ehad as die Princess tdd me abe Jiad two dajrs 
a lki' d hs pMtediHthme. Hie cfaUd was calied William. 
ilMvar.hMvd thtt it had any other name. When the 
^^HMmm im loE^ tikrtha^ we beeakteiad one dqr^with 
Ap I Saiimai fc aiaisiis paid to air John Doatfla» '<Thisis 
ek Bej^tfiNfd boyb" Indi^endendj «f the Princess's con- 
AiitenstO'me^ loan swear that ahe was pr^inant, in 180?. 
.in* OfNibar, 1M4^ mhm we xetamed fiom Dercnshiie^ I 
Mtay^tfldiat Ifom^gae Hona^ and on the 4th ^f Octo-* 
*hi» IiPeMifeia letter&wi Ji|ip« Veraoni deaiijng me not 
4o^Mme/ifeiyj|Mre io M<mtagne House. I had never at 
4m ^^tm ^mri^ffffA the Princess's beu(g with<^ or 
^>*eiiiK4ftUvef||itq^iBhil4 to any^pcrson^ not erai to Sr 
^Mn i)«l«|es||it^lL|^.n»eiving Mm. VemonV letter, I 
"mtli^M^^lMilgMtf^m The letter was sent 

•M«m^pe«ed.,,4'^.<w^ ^9mm 
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lh«t I dioi^i mj^f estmoridif , i^ TntwooriktM 

iBay9 ifter this I rmved an aaonymoiu letter, wluA I 
prodoit^ ml hiM^ nmrittd «rllh Am ium A»^«itf^gii. 
•d with my napie .both oti.the. \Mief and the eniRBiopei. 
The Mncess xif Watei lias toU m ditft iSsi gdt H bed* 
Iblloir wlienever she could.; that' dkit&mjg tMi UM^yfhoIti^ 
$bme, Sk9, said that . noihiilg ifnis more fx>Kire6iait tftttt 
her; room^ '.' it sian^ at t!ie luyt of di^ €UShMff ^iUdtk 
leads into the t^ark^ and t .hattf bottt til the hiddfe^ and 
have a bec^ow wheheir^ t VHfe. t UtiOndSer/M €tfi'b* 
aatisfled ooTj with J^ /ohlDu^ She W imU tlAi tbic^ 
ibdn oniDe. Sh^Jks ibid me thftt Sb Skkt^SttnA Buel 
hiskmOiler; fhat die bdievied^ dB nM^iiki^ 4 be^ 
low, bal^ Sir SM^ b^tUT than any body ek^; titef dk* 
l^rinoewas theiiiosi; cdtt^Iaisant tnaii intfae^wodd; duit 
Jut did what she lik^ went wh^ sbr tStei^ attd. 
had what becttdlow^sb^Mk^ And the fUttr JMid Ibr «& 



CHAXLOTTE BOt^LAA 



June Ij >*i)6« 

Swocn before w, Jon* 1, ISOC, at Lord Of«nTiIk^<, 
lb Pining dto«ei, WwiaaMtn 

• • • « 

SRSKIKE, 
AtnieCop]^ . SPENCER, , ^ 

J.Beckeh pRENVILLE» 

ELLENBOROtOK. 






APRNDIX (A}^ 

• . - - 

(No. 8.) 
Itkt IkprnUion <^ JS^ J<dm DwglM, KiU. 



I i^AD a boQse at B}iu:k]ieath in 1801. 1^ Sidney used 
io come to my house. I had a .bed for him. The FHo- 
oess of Wales formed an acquuntance mtb Lady Doug^ 
]a8» and came frequently to oiir house. I though she 
came more for Sir Sidney Smith than for us.' After she bad 
been some time acquainted with us» she appeared" to me 
lobe with' child. One day she leaned on the soi&» and 
put her band upon her stomach, aiid sdi^« ^^1^ John, I 
•ball jqever be Queen of England.*' I said, ^ Not M yoa 
dcm't deserve it.'^ She seemed angry at first."'* In' 18b4« 
on the 27tb of October, I recdved two letters by the two- 
penny post, one addressed to me, which I now produce, 
and have .marked ^with the letter (B)* both oii tl^e enve* 
lope and the indosure, and the other letter addrased to* 
Lady Douglas, and which I now produce, and has9e 
ma&ed mih ibe^ letter .(£!)*Lboth on the envelope and 
the indosure. 

CSigurfi , JOHN DOUGLAS. 

June 1st. 

Sworn befi>re n, at Lord OrenvilkJs bouses in JDows- 
ing-ttreet, Westminster, June 1st, 1806* 

ERSKINE, 
A true C!6py, SPENCER, 

J. BecJcet. ORENVILli^ 

' - ^XLENBOROUGH. 



• NtjnVff Uifselettmi or either 4>r tben, bss been 
Royal Higimes^ Ibe Princess of Wales. ^^ 
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(No. 4.) 

T%e Deposition of Robert Btdgood. 

I HATE lived with the Prince twesty-three years in next- 
September. I went to the Princess in March, 1?9S| and 
hare lived with her Royal Highness ever since. About the 
year 1602, early in that year, I first observed Sir Sidney 
Smith come to Montague House. He used to stay very' 
late at night. 1 have seen him early in the morning there, 
about ten or' eleven o'clock. He was at Sir John Doug- 
las's, and was in the habit, as well as Sir John and Lady 
Deoi^as, of dining or having luncheon, or supping there 
•almost every day. I saw Sv l^dney Smith one day in 
18W, in the blue room, about eleven o'clock in the 'morn- 
ing,' which is full two hours before we expected ever to see 
company. I-asked the servants why they did not let me 
know tliat Kb was there. The footmen informed me that 
they had let no person in. There was a private door to 
the Park by 'which he might have come in if hciiad a key 
to it, and have got into the Uue room without any of the 
servants perceiving him. I never observed any appear- 
ance of tlie Prince^ which could lead me io suppose she 
was with child. I first observed Captain Mnnby come to 
Montague House, eitlier the end of 1803, or beginning 
of 1804. I ^as waithig one dily in the anti»room ; Cap- 
tain Manby had his hat ia his haiid, and appeared to be 
2oing away. He was a long time lyith the Princess, and 
ns I stood x>n the steps waiting, I looked into the room in 
wliich they weve, and ini the reflection in the looking- 
okisa I saw than salute eadi other. I mean that they kis- 
sed each other's lips. Captain Manby then went away. I 
tlica observed the Princess have her handkerd ief in her 
hands and wipe her eyes as if she was cvylAg» and went 

• c 
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into the drawing-room. The XVincess went to Soatheml 
in May 1804. I went with her. We were there I bdieve 
abont six weeks before the Africaine came i«. Slcard was 
very often; w^tchi/]|g w^tb,aj(las$,t98few}ieii^the.sh|p would 
arrive. One day he said he saw the Africaine, and soon 
8|ij|ert^Qaptainp[i^^off^in abpaj firpiQi the^stiip. Scard 
v^t down ths.sbcuUmy.to mef^him* When the Gq>- 
tain cfuae on shpr?, Siqard conducted him to the Ptincesa'a 
houie, and hp d^led there, with the Pxincess and her L». 
jdiea. After th^ hp came very frequently to see the Prin- 
ceBs, The Princess had two houses on the C3ifl& No8« 8 
aiid 9. Sjie. aAerw^xis took tb^ draiyipg-ropm of No, 7, 
wl^ch commupicate^ by the . balppny with No. »•. The 
t§r^ bousea b|^ adjoining the Princess us^. to dine in 
No. «j^ and after dmner to rempv^ . witfi the awqMmy into 
No. 7, andi bay$ s^^al tjpies s^«ti the Princess, after 
living gonp in^) No, 7 with CaptWi. ManliqrMd the rert 
df the company,, retire alone with Captain MantQf. kim 
N^. 7y t]^ugb.Np.8/into No. 9, which. waa tbehonsein 
which the Priiicess sl^pt I suspected that jC^tain Manby 
sl^t frequently in the house.. It was a sid^yeot of coover- 
sqtion in the house. HinUweregi^bytbeaervent^ and 
I^elieve thi^t others . 6uq[>ect»d. it as w^ as mysdf. The 
I^ces^ took, a child which I underslaood waa brought 
into the hpuse by Stikeman* I waHed pnly one wedc in 
three, and I was not ^ere at the time the chfld wasbrpugfat| 
^^ ^ ^^ it th^re earfy in isoa. The child who is npw 
with the. Princess is the same as I isaw there early in J8QS. 
It has a m^k in its left hand,. Austin is the name of the 
nwi who w^ said tp be tl|e &lber. Austin's wiib b I 
believe stiU aUve. She. hqs had another child, a&d has 
brought it sqm^tjme« |o Montague House, It is very Uk« 
the child who lives i^itb the Princess, Mm. Gosdeti wa^ 
emploj^^ li^org^ to the child, and ahe used to bring 
the child to (he Pnpoess. as soon.as the JPrinc^.woke, 
and the child used to stay wi^h ber Royal Highness the 






whole fhAfrSSg* Th^ VtlnHia ajpipiearcd to be extremely 
ftiM 6f Aetsliiitl, ami stdl'appc'ai^ so. 
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Sn<nii at Lord Grenville's Hpiise in 'Downing-strcet, 
the si'kih day of June, 1806* 



t t"*t • 



SPENCEK, , 
GftENVlIlJE. 
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(No. 6.) 
THe Bepo^tibh of Witlxiik Co&. . 

I If AVE lived with the l^rlncess of Wales ever since her 
marriage. ' Sir Sidney Smith first visited at Montague 
Hoase about 1 802. I have observed the Princess too fa- 
miliar with Sir Sidney Smith. One day, I think abo^t 
Febmairy in that year, the Princess ordered some sand* 
wich'es. I carried them in the Blue Room to her. Sir 
Sidney Smith was there. I was surprised to see him there— 
he most have come in firum the Park. K he had beep let 
in from Blackheath he must have passed through the room 
in which I was waiting. When I had left the sandwiches^ 
I retamed after some time into the room, and Sir Sidney 
Smith was sitting very dose to the Princess cxf the sofiu 
I looked at him, and at her Royal Highness. She diugfat 
m J eye, and saw that I noticed the manner in which they 
were sitting together. They appeared both a little con* 
fiiscd when I came into the room. A short time before thi% 
one night about twelve o'clock, I saw a man go into the 
house firom the Park, wrapt up in « great co^t I did not 
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^ve aay alarm, -for the impression on any. mind was, that 
It was not a thi^ Soon after I had seen the Princess and 
Sir Sidney Smith sitting together on the sofa. The Duke 
of Kent sent for me. and told me that the Princess would 
be very glad if I would do the duty in town, because she 
had busmess to do in town, which she would rather trust 
to me than any body else. The Duke said that the Princess 
had thought it would be more agreeable to me to be told 
this by him than through Sicard. After this I never at- 
tended at Montague House, but occasionally when the^ 
Pirincess sent for me.. /About July, 1802, I observed that 
the Princess had grown very large; and in the latter end 
of the same year she appeared to be grown diin, and I 
observed it to Miss Sander, who said that the Princess was 
much thinner than she had been. I had not iuiy idea of 
the Princess being with child. Mr. Lawrence, the painter, 
used to go to Montague House about the latter end of 
1801, when he was painting tlie Princess, and he has slept 
in the house two or three nights together* I have often 
seen him alone with the Princess at eleven and twelve 
o'clock at night. He has been there as late as one and 
two o'clock in the morning. One night I saw liim wjtli 
the Princess id tht Bliie Room, after the ladies had retired. 
Spme time afterwards when I supposed that he had gone to 
his room, I wont to see tlittt all was safe, and I found die 
' Blue Room door locked, ^nd heard a whispering in it, and 
I went awav. 

\VM. COLE. 



Sworn at L{ ;xl Grenville's House in Downiflg-street, 
the sixth ny of Junoj ISOG, before u;*, 

SPENCER^ 
GRKNVILI.E. 
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(No. a.) 

Tli£ DeposHion ofFrmnces Lloyd. 

) IIAVC lived twelvtf yekrs witbT the Princess of Waltf 
next October. I am in the Coflfee-room. My situation ik 
-the Cofiee-room does not give me. opportunities of seeing 
the Princess* I jdon^ see her sometimes for monfhs. Mr. 
•Mills attended me for a cold. Hfe asked me if (Be Prince 
came to BlacUieath, backwards hjod foifwards^ or some- 
thing to that effect, -for tlie Princess Wa$ with' c^d, or 
looked as if shenras with child. This lAust have been t^zee 
or four jtBn ago. It muj hat^ been 'five yeafs ago. t 
think it must haive been some time before the child was 
brought to the Princess. I remember the child being 
brou^t. It was brought into my rooni. I had orders 
sent to me to give the mother arrdw root, with directions 
how to midce it, to wean the child, and I gave it to the 
mother, and she took the child awiiy. Afterwards the 
mother brought the child back agsdU. Whefiier it was m 
week, ten days, or ft fortnight, I Ciannot iay, biit it might 
be about that time. The second time the mother brought 
the child, she brought it into my room. 1 asked her, how 
a mother could part with her child. 1 atn not sure which 
time I asked this. The mother cried, and said she could 
not afford to keep it. The child was said to he about 
four Months old when it was brought. I did not parti- 
cularly observe it myseK 

FRANCES LLOYD. 

I was at Ramsgate with the Princess in 1S03. One 
morning, when we were in the house at East Clifi^ soine- 
body, I don't recollect who, knocked at my door, and de- 
sired me to get up to prepare breakfast for the Princess* 
This was about six o^elock. I was asleep. During the 



lAofe time I was in tlie Princess's service, I htA never 
been called up befixre to make b^edEfast for the Princess. 
I slept in the honsdceeper^s room on the ground-floor* I 
cpended (hetllntters of tbe'windovr fer Kght. I knew at 
that time that Captain Manby's ship was in the Downs. 
When I qpeaed the shuUers I saw the Prineess walking 
Sown thegarden with a gentleman. She was waHdag down 
the gravd Walk towards the sea. No orders had been 
given me over night to prepare breakiiist early. The 

Fntleman ^e Princess was walking with was a tall man* 
was surprised to see the Princess wdkin^widi a gentle- 
man, at that time in the fliomingk Ii^n sure it was the 
iMnoess* While we were •at Blackheath, a woman 9t 
l3iarItont of the name of Townly, -told me that she had 
■ome linen to wash from the Princess's honse» That the 
foen was marked with the appearance of a miscarri^p or 
Aeliveiy. Tie woman has since kft CSiarlton, but liie has 
iSriends there. I think it must have been before the child 
was broudit to the Princess^ that the woioan told ns this. 
I know fol the women in the Princess's house. I don't 
think that any of them were in a state of pregnancy, and if 
any had, I think I must have -known it I never told Cole 
thift Mary Wilson, when she supposed the Princess to 
be in the librai:;^ had gone into the Princess's bed-room^ 
and had found a man there at breakfast with the Prin- 
oess; or that there was a great to do about it, and that 
Haiy Wilson was sworn to secrecy, and threatened to be 
turned away if she divui^ed what she had seen. 

FRANCES LLOYD. 

Sworn at Lord Grenville's House in Downiiig-<ti«et, 
dw serenth da^ of ivge, 1806» bdbre na^ 

ERSltlNiE, 
8P£NCER, ' 
GRENVILLE, 
EJLLENBOROUGIL 
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The DqmitiQik. ^. J^!ai^, 4iHfc^1f¥(wt- 

I WMKff it wittib^t6|)>y^9Sftll«4rqilirt«r.4#f Iil^ 
lived wjth. tUQ Pripce«.of;\\^al#fc 9ff|bppmpn«j4%^ i^^Wt^mtt 

child, whQ is.pp;r.i!at^,.tI|$(^.Pnmfl&.wM^ 
Qpforeiticmofil hi3aEd,«i^ tluifait wm t^ P990e^t. Hici ioor. 
tbi^ hcottghtitbp. chiUl jtiai^ieusd to bc^abMt fait.. 
iiiantbfl.pJ4livli$aiJt.w8Bji)f:i)ugbtti I>itmQH^>lncHit>lwia{g(< 
broughl to the JEVioceai^. faefiiKe^tbii ch^ li 

n^«r.notioedfh9 Pmc^'t ^p^.. toitb?. differfotjn thati 
yeacfiiQto. wlMtit WAs.btfoiDf^ I-jofveruhad tbn^.rthiii^ 
thePtiiM»8.«rM.iiQth.d^iId«3 1 bn^bax^^kMftMaiJi Itf> 
is a good whilfi. ago. I taevac ttfiidf dntopaBtodLlMft bdii^. 
with<i(iMfi 1 tlMiik4tt»coYdd;xi(H<]toT«(becit^ 
have gone op to her time withoiibmjr J(Mmngi^;. I;iiw^' 
Southend with the Prinoeiit Captain Manbjr used to vi^ 
the Ptineesa there.. lanakethe Prinoess's bed, and have 

been in.tb^iial)H of pvfJwgtH.ef^;nn99 1 Kt«* with,. Her 
Royal Highne^ AjKfil^,m»j^w^Q9^p^jmf».AfmBje, 
assisted with me in making the bpd, ^rom what J ob^ 
served I nev^ ha^jou^yieason to believe th^t two persona 
had slept btl^f.bedf. I never saw mj partiimlar appear*' 
miceinit The Jinenwas washed by Stil^eman's wife. 

MARY WILSON. 

Sworn at Lord OroiTille'* Home in Downiog^trec^ 
tbe aeveiuh of JuB^ 1806» before oa, 

ERSKINi; 

SPENCER, 

ORENVILLE» 

ELLENBOROUGK. 
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The Dqiorilion of S($muel Roberts. 

« 

I AM a footnum to the Piincess of Wales. I remeiiiber 
Ae ciuid being tekea by the Princess. I never observed 
pBy particufctr appearance of Ae Princess in that year — 
ndthing that led me to brieve that she was with diild. Sir 
Sidney Smith used to visit the Princess at Bladdieath. I 
never saw him alone with the I^incess. He never stayed 
after eleven o'clock. I recollect Mr. Ckile once asking me» * 
I think three years ago, whether there were any favourites 
m.lfae fiunily* I remember saying, that Captain Manby 
aad^Sir £Bdn^ Smith were frequently at Blackheath, and 
dined Uiere oftener than other persons. I never knew Sir 
SUdacy Sinith stay later than the ladies. I cannot say ex- 
IMtly at "what hour he went, but I never remember 
staying alone wjth the Princess. ' 



X 



SAMUEL ROBfiRT& 



tSwom at Lord GrenviUe*s House in Downing-street, 
tbeseventh day of Jtuie, 1S06, before us, 

ERSKINE, 
' SPENCER, 

GRENVILLE, 
ELLENBOROUGH. 



»« ♦. 
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(No. 9.) 

The Deposition of Thomas Stikemuo^ 

I HATE been Page to the Princess of Wales ever since 
she has been in England. When I first saw die Child 
who is with the Princess, it is about four years ago. Her 
Royal Highness had a strong desire to liaTe an infant, 
which I and all the house knew. I heai'd tltere was a wo- 
man who had twins, one of which the Princess was de^ 
tiroos to have, bat the parents would not part with it. A 
woman came to the door with n ]^ctition to get her hus- 
band replaced in the Dock Yard, who had been removed. 
She had a child with her. I took the child, I believe^ 
and shewed it to Mrs. Sander. I then returned the child 
to the woman, and made inquiries after the father, and 
afterwards desired the woman to bring the child again to 
the house, whidi she did. TIic child was taken to the 
Princess. After the Princess had seen it, she desired the 
wooian to take it again and bring it back in a few days, and 
Mrs. §ander was desired to proride linen for it Withifi 
a few days the child was l>rought again by the mother, 
and was left, and has been with the Princess ever since. 
I-d<»i't recollect the child had any mark; bat upon reflec- 
tion i do recollect that the mother said he was marked 
with elder wine on tlie hand. The &ther of the cliildf 

• 

whose name is Austin, lives with me at Pimlico. My 
wife is a laundress, and washed the Knen of the Prince. 
Austin is employed to turn a mangle for me. The child 
was bom in Brownlow-street, and it was bapti2ed there; 
but I only know this from the mother. The mother has 
since lain-in a second time in Brownlow-street. I never 
taw the woman to my knowledge before she came with 
the petition to the door. I had no parttciilar direction^ 

• D 
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bj the Princess to procure a child. I thought it bettar to 
take the child of peraoas of good cliaracter, than the 
child of a pauper. Nothing led me, from the appear- 
ance of the Princess, to suppo^ th%t she was with childlB 
but from her shape it is difScuIt to judge when she is with 
cbik). When she was with child of the Princoia Cbu-- 
lotte, I should not have known it when die was fiir adv 
yanced in her time, if I had not been ^Id it. Sir Sido^ 
Smith at one time visited very freqiiontly at Monti^giie 
House, %wo or three times a week. At the time the 
Princess was altering her rooms in the Turkish styles 
Sidney Smith's visits were very frequent. The 
consulted him upon them. Mr. MoreU was ihet^ihol* 
sterer. Sir Sidney Smith came frequently alonew H« 
sl^iyed alone with the Princess sometimes till ^ev^ 
fi'dock at night. He ha3 been there till twelve o'clod^ 
and after, I be^eve alone with Uie Princess. Th^ Pnor 
CQS^ is of that lively vivaci^, that she makes herself i^ 
iQiliar with gentlemen, which prevented my being struck 
"tfiflx h^ staying so late. I do not believe that at t)i^ 
time any other gentleman visited the Princess so fir»- 
^p^tjy, or a^yed so late. I have seen the Prinoea^ 
when they were alone, sitting witli Sir Sidney o^ 
the same so& in the Blue Room. I had access to tha 
Blue Room at all times. There was an iniier room whigh 
<)peDCiedinto the Blue Room. When thai room w^b no^ 
^ghted up, I did not go into It, and did not consider &at 
I had a right to go into it. I had no idea on what 90^ 
count I was brought here. 1 did not know that U^ Pr]]i<» 
cess's conduct was questioned or ' questionable. I was 
with the Princess at Ramsgate. When sh9 wi« at East 
Clifi^ Captain Manby was v^ry ii^u^tly t^e; wept 
away aa late at night ea deven o'clock; I dan't remerabtt 
Fanny Ubyd being called up any morning to make hr^^k- 
fast for the Princess. X did not like Captain Manby gob|« 
ing so often, and staying so lat^ and I was nDeas;|r at it* 



I remember a piece of plate, a sQver lamp, being sent to 
Captain Manby. t fenw it in lScard*s possesion. He 
toM me it was for Qiptadn Manbjr, and iic hod a letter to 
aeod with it I bate «ever seen Certain Manby at dm 
Princesses at Ramsg&te before nine <d'dock in the oioriF- 
mgj but I have heard he hus been there eflrlier. I Ind 
tierer any suspicions of there beioj^ imy thing improp^, 
dtber fit>m the frequent visits of Captain Manby, or 
fiom Jns conduct. I was at Cutfaerington -with the Pria- 
COM^ $9ie used to go oat generally in her own chaise^ I 
think I have once or twice seen her go with Miu Hood in 
Ut one^orse chiuse. They have been ont far two howv, 
or two hoars and a half, together. I beliere only a di^ 
or two elapsed between the time of the child being first 
broQghti and being then bron|^t back again, and kft 
srith the Prhicess. I am snre the child wasnot weaned 
After it had been first brought. I don't xecoUect any 
gmtlemfln ever deepii^ in the house. I don't Tememb^ 
Lawrence the painter ever deeping there. The Princess 
aeems Tery fiwd of the child. It is always called William 
Aiisti^. 

THOS. STIKEMAN. 

Sworn at Lord Orenville's house in Downing^stvsel^ 
the seventh day of Jane, 18M, before us, 

erskine; 

SPENCER, 

GRENVILLE, 

ELLENBOROUGH. 
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(No. 10.) 

The Deposition of John Sicard, 

I HAVE lived seven yean wilh the Princess of Waies^ 
am bouse-stewaid, and have been in that situatkm from 
the end of six months after I first lived with her Royal 
Hqifaness. I remember the child who is now with the 
Princess of Wales being brought there* It was about five 
months old when it was brought* It is about four years 
ago, just before we went to Ramsgate* I had not the 
lout suspicion of the object of my being brought herev 
I had opportunity of seeing the Princess fi^^uently. I 
waited on her at dinner and supper. I never observed 
that the Princess had the appearance of being with chiUL 
X think it was hardly possible that she should have been 
with child without my perceiving it. Sir Sidney Smith 
used to visit very frequently at Montague House in 1802, 
with Sir John and Lady Douglas. He was very often* I 
believe, alone with the Princess, and so wa& Mr. Canning^ 
and other gentlemen. I cannot say that I ever suspected 
Sir Sidney Smith of any improper omduct with the Pria* 
cess. I never had any suspicion of the Princess acting 
improperly with Sir Sidney Smith or any other gentleman. 
I remember Captain Monby visiting at Montague House. 
The Princess of Wales did not pay ibr the expence of fit- 
ting up his cabin, but tlie linen furniture was ordered by 
me, by direction of the Princess, of Newberzy and Jones. 
It was put by Newberry and Jones in the Princess's bill, 
and was paid ibr with the rest of the bill by Miss Heyman. 

JOHN SICARD. 

Sworn at Lord Grenville*s house in Downing-streett 
the seventh day of Junc^ 1806, before us, 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
GRENVILLE, 
ELLENBOROUGH. 
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(No. 11.) 
The Deposilihn of Charlotte Sander. 

I HAVt lived with the Princess of Wales eleven je^rs. 

I am a native of Brunswick, and came with the Prinoess 

from Brunswick. The Princess ha3 a little boy Itving wotli. 

her under her protection* He had a mark on his hand, 

but it is wpm off. I first saw him. four years ago» in the 

autumn. The &iher and mother of the child ape «till 

alive. I have seen them both. The fiither worked m this 

Dock yard at Dq>tfi>i^» .but has now lost the use of his 

)imbs. The Other's name is Austin. The mother brou^it 

the child to the Princess when, he was four months iAA. 

I was present when the child was brought to the Princess. 

She was in her own. room Msp stairs when the child wfl» 

brought. She came out and took the child herself. I 

understood that the diild was expected before it was 

brought. I am sure that I never saw the child in die 

house before it appeared to be four, months okL The 

Princess was not ill or indisposed in the autumn of i«802. 

I was dresser to Her Royal Highness. She could not be 

ill or indisposed without my knowing it. I am sure that 

she was not confined to .her room or to her bed in that 

autumn. There was not to my knowledge any. other child 

in the house. It was hardly possible there could have 

beeu a child there without my knowing if. I have no re* 

collection that the Princess had grown bigger in the year 

1802 than usual. I am sure the Princess was not pr^ 

nant. Being her dresser, I must have seen it if she was. 

I solemnly and }K)sitively swear I have no reason to know 

^r believe that the Prinoess of Wales has been ait any 

time pr^nant durmg the time I have lived with Hor 

Koyal Highness at Montague House. I may have said 

lo tlole tJia^ the Princess was grown much thinner, but | 



don^t reoolleet tliat I did* I never heard any body uKf 
way thing about the Princesft being pregnant till I camv 
liere to-day* I did not expect to be asked any questioD 
fo-day Respecting the Princess being pr^nant« Nobody 
cme over to the Princess from Germany in the autumn 
if 1802 to my knowlec^. Her Royal Highness was 
generally Uooded twice in a year, but not lately* I never 
tiad any reason to suppose that the Pdaoess received 
iiie tints of any gentleman at io^proper jhours. Sir Ski* 
mej Smith visited her frequently^ and afanost daily. He 
was tliere very late^ sometimes till two o*dock in the 
atoming* I never saw Sir Sidnqr Smith in a room alone 
with the Princess bte at night* I never saw any thing 
which led me to suppose that Sir Sidney Sknith was on a 
very&miliar footing with the Princess of Wales* I at- 
tended the Princess c^ Wales to Soudiend. I^e had 
two houses^ No. 9 and No. a. I knew Cq>tain Manby. 
He commanded the Africaine* He visited the Princess^ 
While his ship was there^ be was frequently with the 
Princeas. I don't know or believe^ and I have no reaaon 
iobelieve^ that Ciq>tain Manby staid tUl very hoe hours 
with the Princess. I never soqieoted that there was any 
improper fimiSiarity between tbem. I never expressed lo 
smy body a wish that Captaiii Manby 's visits were not so 
frequent. If the Princess had company, I was never 
present. The Princess 'was at Ramsgate In 1803. I hav« 
seen Captain Manby there fre^ndy. He tame to the 
Frinoesfl^s House to dinner. He never staid tiH late at 
n^t at the Princess's house. I was hi Devonshire with 
the Princess lateiy. There was no dne offioer diat she 
-um when she was in Devondiire more than the rest. I 
never heard from the Princess that t^ apprehended her 
conduct was questioned^' When I was brought here I 
thou^t I might be questioned reqseedng the Princess's 
conduct, and I was sorry to come. I don't know why I 
thought so. I never saw any thing in the conduct of the 



Princesf while I lived with her, which would have ma je 
me uneasy if I had been her husband. When I was at 
Southend I dined in the Steward's room. I can't say 
whether I evier heard any body in the Steward^s room say' 
any thing about the Captain, meaning Captdn Manby* 
it is so long ago I may have forgot it. I have seen Cap- 
tain Manby alone with the Princess at No. 9, in the draw« 
ing-room at Southend. I have seen it only once or twice. 
It was at two or three o'clock in the afternoon, and never 
^ later. I sjept in a room next to the Princess in thfi 
house, Vo. 9, at Southend. I never saw Captain Manbj 
in any part of that house but the drawing-room. I ham 
no reason to believe he was in any other room in tha 
house. I was at Catheringt(m with the Pk'incesp. She 
was at Mr. Hood's house. I never saw any bmiBarily 
between her and Mr. Hood. I have seen her drive out 
in Mr. Hood's carriage with him alone. It was a gig. 
They used to be absent for several hours. A servant of 
the Princess attended them. I have delivered packets if 
the order of the Princess, which she gave me sealed np^ 
to Sicard, to be by him forwarded to Captain Manfay. 
The birth-day of the child who lives with the Princess is 
the 11th of July, as his mother told me. She says that 
he was christened at Deptferd. The child had a mark 
on the hand. The mothn* told me that it was from red 
wine.- 'I believe tlie child came to the Princess in No- 

vembep. 

• C SANDER. 

3woni at Lord Grenville's house in Downing^ftree^ 
tbe ^yeoth flmr pf f^ne, 1806« 

ERSKIN]^ ' 
SPENCER, 
GRENVILiLE, 
^LLBNBOROUGR 
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(No. 1-2.) 
Deposition of Sophia Austin. 

1 KNOW the chad which is now with the Princess of 
Wales. I ato the mother of it I was delivered of il 
four years ago^ the 11th of July next, at Brownlow-street 
Hospital, I have lain-in there three times. William, who 
h with the Princess, is the second child I laid-in of 
there. It was marked in the right hand with red wine 
My husband was a labourer in the Dock-yard at Dcpt- 
ford. When peace was proclaimed, a number of the 
workmen were discharged, and m*y husband was one who 
was discharged. I went to Ae Princess with a i>etition 
on a Saturday, to try to get my husband restored. I 
lived at that time at Deptford New-row, No. 7, with a 
person of the name of Bcarblock. He was a milkman. 
The day I went to the Princess witji the petition was a 
fortnight before the 6th of November. Mr. Bennet a 
baker in New-street was our dealer, and I took the child 
to Mr. Bennet's wheij^ I went to receive my husband's 
wages, eve^7 week from the time I left the Hospital till 
I carried the child to the Princess. I knew Mr. Stiko- 
man only by having seen him once before, when I went 
to apply for a letter to Browi)low^street Hosjpit^l. When 
I went to Montague House, I desired Mr. Stikeqian to 
present my petition. He said they were' denied to do 
such things, but seeing me with a baby he could do no 
leas. He then took the child from me, and was a long 
time gone. He then brought me back the child, and 
brought* Half-a«guinea which the ladies sent me. He 
said if the- child had be^n younger he could have got it 
taken care of for me^ but desired that I would come tip 
again. I went, up again qn the Monday following, an<| 



i taw Mr. Stiieflian. "At. Stikemafi aftafwardi dmuF' 
several times to ii8| and appinnt^SL m^ to tafe Ijbe chid to* 
Montague House on the 5th of November, but it rained 
all day, and I did not take it. Mr. Stikeman came down 
to n^ <^ the' Saturday the (5th of ko^dnibei^ inA Tiblpk 
the child oi^ that day to the Princess's house. The Prin- 
cess was out t waltea ttU she roturhed. She sa#^ the 
di3d, ^d asked its age. I went down into tbfe cdfee^* 
room, and th^ gave me tome iirrOW-robt to wtitt thri 
<3iild ; for t was suckling the child at this tuhe, aM %heif 
I had weaned the child I wiis io biini it krid'le^i^ it 
wiA the Frihcesft* I did wean the diild^ and*- brought 
ft to the PMntess^^ house on the 15lli ofiNbv^nlUer^^d 
Idt it there, ^d it has been witti the Princess eterdihce. 
I saw the cioU Utt Wl)it-M6nda;r, and I swrito A^ it Uf 
jnychifd;'- ' -' ■ ■ "- '^ '■ ^ '. • " : 

SOPHIA AUSTIN, 

SwKnrn at Jjot^ Grenville't House in Downing-ttreet^ 
(h^ seventh day of June^ 1806» before vm, 

ERSKINE, 
^ SPENCER, 
GRENVILLE, 
. ELLENBOBOUGHt 



(No. 13.) 
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SOlh Jtm^ 1808^ : 

In oonsequenoe of certain inquiri^ direpteii by Jiii 
Migesty, Lb4j D9^g^%' wife of :9ir John Dough» of the 
IftfliMb hiaicpowd upoQ oath that sbe was tokl by htt 



M 






{JESrlrocl fr4m^ haA$ DoMglais Depmfim^'l 

It bdog OMterial to ascertain aa fiv as poasible the trath 
of lUa ftcty I am to nequeit that yoar L<»rdahip will have 
thegoodnesa to desixte Lady WiQoughby to put down in 
waHMMig wrerj circumalaiioe in any aanner rdadte thereto 
(if any anch there be) of whidi her Ladydup has any 
reeoUeclion ; and tifo to appriae^ne, for his Majes^ iiw 
formation, wh^lhor ik«ny timc^ doing the coone of the 
abore-mentioned yeart Lady "WiUoiig^iby observed any 
mch alteration in t)ie Priaoess'a ihape^ or «aj .other cir-y 
cumttancesy as might 'induce her Ladyship to bdieve that 
Her Royal Highness was then pregnant. 

I aniy &C. 

SPENCER. 



<No. 14.) 

Sidmouih, ,2l8t Jon^ 160S« 
My Dsab Lor0/ 

In obedience to your rommandS| I lost no time in cqdh 

municating to Lady WiUougfaby ihe important sukgect of 

y<HlrlPf^^iMelMfc^dated the SOth instant, and Ihavethe 

liooour of endosiag a letter to yoar LorddAs <Mi Lady 
VSUoogUiy. 

Ihtfe^tfiehiMnv tot. 



* ^ 
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(No. 13.) 



My Lon^ 
In obedience to the command contained in your Lord- 
■hip's letter oommnnicated to me by Lord (zwydiiv I 
bave the honour to inform you, that I have no reoolleo* 
tion whatever of the &ct stated to have taken place, c^* 
rikig a break&st at Whitehall in May or June 1802; 
nor do I bear in mind any particular circumstances relar- 
tive to her Royal Highnesa die Princess of Wales at thf) 
period \d which yon allude. 

I have the honour^ &c. 

WILLOUOHBlf. 

Jmm Mf i8ML 



(No. 16.) 

Extract from the Register cf the Births and 
Baptisms of Children bam in the Brotenhw- 
street Lying-in Hospital. 

B<mi 1802, Baptized^ 

Mtgff 
9, Thomas^ of Richard and EUaabddi A«tlfty 20 

11, W31iam of Samud and Sophia Austiny IS 

The above are the cplj two entries under the name of 
Austin, i^KNit die period in queitioni and were extracted 
by me. No dowriptioB of the children is preserred. 

CHARLES WATKIN WlLLIAMl^ WYNN. 

June 23) 1806. 



\ 
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(Np. 17.^ 
llhe Deposition of Elizabeth Gosden, 

t >M the wife of.Fraiicis Gosden, who is a' servant of 
the Princess of Wales, and has Uved with her Royal 
li4;;hness eleven j^rs. ^ November, 180t, I was sent 
for to the Princess's house to look after a little cbOd : 1 
un(ier5tood that he had been then nine days in tlie l^use. 
I was nurse to the child. On^i. of the ladiesl^l think 
Miss Sander, delivered the child tome, and told me her 
Royal Highness wished me to take care of him. The 
chQ^ ppv^ , ^\ept, wfth the Princess. I sometimes used 
to take him to the Princess before sh^ was up,' audi leave 
him with her on her bed. The child had a nmit on 
the hand, it appeared to ba « «tain of wine, but is now 
worn out. I was about, a yea. and three quarters with the 
child. The mother us^ to come often to see him. I 
ti0v^ <s|^w. tile Pf-inc^ dress the child, ^^r take off its 
things herself; but she has seen me 4p it. The child is 
not so mucn with the Princess now as he was. 

ELIZ. GOSDEN. 



Sw^^L^t^.Q^fftfji^fSi's If(][use in Downing-street, 
the 2Sd day of Jun^ 1806, before us, 

-ERSIflNE, 
SPENCER, 
CfKEKVrLLE, 

. £llen6orough 
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(No. 18.) 
Deposition of Betty Totvnhjf. 

m 

1 LiTED at Charlton sixteen years, and till, within the 
l^t two years, was a laundress, and used to wai^ 
linen for the Princess of Wales's family. After the Priii. 
cess left Charlton and went to Blackheath, I used to go 
ottar to Blackheath to fetch the linen to wash. I hare 
had linen from the Princess's house the same as other 
lodies : I mean that there were such appearances on it as 

tnigfat arise from natural causes to which women are sub- 

• • • 

ject. 1 never washed the Princess's own bed-linen, but 
once or twice occasionally. I recollect one bundle of 
"linen onoe coming which I thought rather more marke4 
than u8)iaU They told me that the Princess had been 
bled with leefshesi an^ it dirtied the linen more: the ser* 
rants told me so, but I don't remember who the servants 
were that told me so. I recollect once, I came to towsi 
and left the linm with my dafighter to wash; I looked 
at the clothes slowly before I w^nt, and counted thenif 
and my daughter, and a woman she employed with her 
yQished them wbilp 1 was in town. I t|iought when I 
looked them over, that there might be something more 
than usuaL vxMy opinion was, that it was from a miscar* 
riage. The linen had the appearance of a miscarriage, I 
bdieved^ it at the time. Hiey were fine damask napkins, 
•and some of them marked with a litde red tnnm in thB 
eovuer^ and soBie without marksi. I mi^ meption it t0 
Panby Lbyd. I don't recollect when this was, b^t if 
mast be more than two yeacs aad a half ago; for I did 
not worii tot the Piinipess's Sunulkf but very little for tfa» 
k»t -six xiontfas. Mary Wilson ascd to give me the 
linen, and I bdieve it was she who told me that the 
Princess wits bled with leedies; but the appearance of 
thelmen which I have spoken of belbr^ was di£Ssrcnt 
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fitmi that which it was said was stained hy Ueeding with 
leeches. I remember the child coming. I used to wash 
the linen for the diild, and Mrs. Gosden who nursed tha 
child, used to pay me for it I kept a book, in which I 
entered the linen I washed. I am not sure whether I liaire 
k still ; — ^but, if 1 have, it is In a chest at my daughter's, at 
Charlton, and I will produce it if I can find it. 

B. TOWNUTY. 

Sworn at Lord Grenville's House in Downlng-street) 
the 23d day of June, 1806, before us, 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 

orenville; 

ELLENBOaOOOH. 



(No. 19.) 
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deposition of Thomas Edmeade^^ iff Greenme/k, 

Surgeon and Apothecary. ^ 

I Myt swrgoon sad apothecary at Greenwid^ and was 
appraited the sargeon and apothecary of the Friaeeas of 
Wales, in 1801« TVom that time I hsre attaadficl hew 
Royal Highnesa afiS h^ household* I knew Fattity liojtf 
who attended iii the <tolbtsroom, at die Frinoesa's. I Iwte 
fir«t)tiently attended her fiir^ei^dii; I do not reoollcct diat I 
ever said any thing td hefMspecting the PranceM of Wides. 
It ney<^ once enteted my tlioughtB ithUe I' attended 
the Pfinoess, that she was pregnant. I never s«d that she 
was so to Fanny lAoyd. I have bled the Brittccfls twiee; 
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die second bleedkig wiis in 1802, axid it was in tlie. Jaiufc 
quarter, as appears by the book I kept. I don't know^ 
wliat Att was bled for — ^k was at her own desire— it was 
not by any medical advice. I was unwilling to do it, but 
she wished it. I^ I recollect, she complained df a pain in 
her diest, but I don^t reoMmber that she had any illness. 
I did not «se to bleed her twic^ a year. I certAUiiy saw 
Her R(^ral Highness in Kor. 1608. I saw her on the 16tk 
of November, but I had not any idea of her being then with 
duld. I £d not attend her on the 16th November, but I 
saw her then ; I was visiting a child (a male diiU,) from 
Depdbrd. 1 have no recollection of having seen the Prin* 
cess in Oetober, 1S03. The child must have been from 
three to five months oM when I first saw it. I have no 
reooKection of ^le Princess having been ill about the end 
of October, IBM. I have visited the child verjr often 
unce, and I have always understood it to be the same 
child. The IVincess used sometimes to send for leeches, 
and had them from me. I don\ think Aat I attended the 
Princess, or^awher often, in the summer and autumn of 
1862. I had -not tfie sole care of the Princess's health dur- 
ii^ die time I have spoken oC Sir Frauds Millman at- 
tended her occasionally. 

THOMAS EDMEADES. 

Sworn at Lord OrenvOl^s House in Downing-atreet, 
4m 9Sth di^ of Jian^ 1806, bsfore ns, 

• iritSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
OAENVILLE, 
ELLEMBOROUOH. 



(No. 20.) 

XfeposiUon a/ Samuel GiUam Mills, of GrefuwicAp 

Surgeon. 

I AM a vufgeon at Greenwich & have l)cen in p9rtnersh^ 
witli Mr. Eiimeades idoi^e 1800i Jiiofore he was my part- 
ner I attended the Pripcesa of Wales's Family Srom the 
lime o£ her coming to Blad&bcath from Qharjton. I was 
appointed by the Princess her surg;eon» in Aprils 1801, by 
a written af^matment, and from tbi^ time I never at- 
tended her lloyel Highnessy or any of the servants, in my 
medical copacity, except that I once attended Mi^ Qouch, 
and once Miss MLiUfield; Tlxere was a diild brought to the 
Princess while I attended her. I was called upon to exa- 
mine the child. It was a girl. Itmast have be^n in 1801, 
or thereabouts* "^Phe child. i^ft»i»*ards had the n^easles, 
and I attended her. When first I saw the child^ I think it 
mnsr have been about ten months oldr It must have been 
prior to April, 1801. I undei:stoQd that the child was taken 
through charity. I remember that there was a female ser^^ 
vant who attended ia the coffee-room. I neyersaid to that 
woman, or to any other person, that the Princess was with 
child, or looked as if she was with child, and 1 never 
thought so, or- -sufmised any thing of the kind. I was 
once sent -for by lier lloyaL Highness to bleed her. I was 
not at bome^ and Mr. Edmeade^ bled hen I had bled her 
two or three tunes before; it was by direction of Sir Fran- 
cis Milhnan. It was for an inflammation she had on the 
Jungs. As much as I knew, it was not usual for the Prin- 
cess to be bled twic^ a, year. I don't know that any other 
medicfkl person fit^ndecl her at the time that I did, nor do 
I believe that there did I (lon't know that Sir Francis 
Milhnan had advised that she should be blooded at the 
time that I was sent for and whs not at hom^ nor what 
was the cause of her being then blooded. I do ret oUect 



toiiifithiag of baviiig ^itcended the servant w^o was ia ^ 
cpfioe-rpom for a coldi but I urn . sure I never said to her 
that the Prmcess wa^ with child, or lo^d^ed as if she was sou 
I have known that the Princess hais frequently sent to Mr* 
{Idmeades for leeches. When I saw the female child, Mrs^ 
Sander was ixx the ropna^ and some other servants, but I 
don't recollect wha I was sent for to see whether there 
was any disease about the diild — to see whether it was ik 
healthy child, as her Royal Highness meant to take it 
iind^r her patronage, llie child could just walk alone, 
1 saw tl^ child freq^ently afterwards. It was at one tine 
with Bidgood, and anotho* time with Gosden And h|S 
wife. I don't recollect that the Princess was by at oUaf 
time when I saw the child. I never saw the child in Moq* 
tague House when I attended it as a patient^ but when f 
was first sent for to see if the child had any di$easi% it w^s 
in Monta^^ue House. 

SAMUEL GILLAM MILLS. 

Sworn at Lord Orenvillc's House in Downing-str^^ 
the 25th day of Jnne, IS()6, before us, 

ERSKIXE, 
SPENCER, 

^truecppy, . GRENVILLE, 

J. Becket. ELLENBOROUGH. 



(No* 2L) 

Ikp<mti(m of Ha^Tiet FitzgeraUl. 

I CAJCE first to live with the Princess of Wales in 1801 , 
iparely as a friend and companioni and have continiied to 
^ve w|tfa her Royal Highness to this time. I know Lady 

•F 
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Douglti. I roitiembor licr lying-in. It happened by 
cident that her Royal Highhcss w^ m the house at th# 
time of Lady Douglas's drfivcry. I think it teas in July» 
1802, I was there myself. The Princesis was not in th^ 
room at the time Lady Douglas ^as delivered. There we% 
certainly no appearance of the Princess being pregnant iit 
that time^ I saw the Princess at that time every day, and 
at' all hours. I believe it to be quite impossible that th« 
Princess should have been with child without my observing 
St. I never was at a breakfast with the Princess at Lady 
Willoughby's. Thd Princess took a little girl into tlj* 
house about nirfe years ago. I was not in the house at the 
tDne. I was^ in the hoiise wheA the boy, who is now there, 
was brought there. She had said bef()i'e openly that sho 
thould like to hare a child, and she had asked the servant 
who brought the child, if he knew of any persons who 
would part with a child. 1 was at Southend with the Prin- 
cess. I remember Captain Manby being there sometimes. 
He was not there very often. He used to come at diflerent 
hours, as the tide served. He dined there, but never 
stayed late. I was at Sputhend aH the time the Princess 
was there. I cannot ^-ecollect that I have seen Captain 
Manby there, or known him to b^e there later than nine, 
or half after nine. I npver knew of any correspondence by 
letter with him when lie was abroad. I don't recollect to 
have seen him ever early in the morning at the Prince's. 
I was at Ramsgate with the Princess. Captain Manby 
may have dined there once. He never slept there to my 
knowledge, nor do I believe he did. The Princess rises at 
different hours, seldom before ten or eleven. I never knew 
her up at six o'clock in the morning. If she had been up 
so early I should not have known it, not being .np so early 
myself. I remember the Princess giving Captain Manby 
an ink^rstand. He had the ^are of two boys whom sho 
protected. I can't say that Captain Manby did not slcc^j 
at Southend. He may have slept. in thc.Tillagc, but I bfr-. 
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Jievc he never slept in the Princess's house. I was at Ca- 
f hcrington with the Princess. I remember her Royal 
Highness going put in an open carriage with the present 
Lord Hood. I* beheve Lord Hood's servant attended 
ihem. There was only one servant, and* no othef carriage 
with them. I was at Dawlish this summer with the Prin* 
cps, aii4 ^rwerds at Mount Edgcorobe. The Princess 
aaw # great i^efd of pompaj^j tl^re. Sir Kicbard Stmchan 
used to come there. I. don't know wliat woj^ the cause of 
his discontinuing his visits tlier e. ^ reuiember 8ir Sidney 
Smitli being frequently at Montague House. . He was 
aametinies Uiere as late as twelve and asx^ 9'clock in the 
mornings but never alone that I, know o£ The Princess 
was not in the room whep * lady Douglas, was brought to 
bed. I know she waa net} because I \i)ras^ in the, room my* 
«irlf when I^ady PfHJgJas was delivered* ..Dr. Mackic of. 
Xf^wifthaivi^ Wfs the accoucheur, i don^t r^pollect Sir 
Sidojey hpnii^ ever beii^ idone with , the Princess in the 
i^vieDing.. ; It may haye happened, but- 1 dpp't know that 
jt did.' I used to sit with the Princess a}w^]^a in.the eveur 
lag, but not in. ih« morning. I w^s witl) tl^e .Princess in 
t)ie I^Ie of Wig^it^ ' l^r. Hood and Lord Anielius Beau- 
dtro.' w^0 these witb her. She went there from Ports* 

HARRIET FITZGERALD. 

^wom before us, at Lord Qrenville's house, in Down^ 
ing-slreety tlio 2Tth day of June, 1806, before us, 

. ERSKINE, 
fif true Copy, SPENCEIt, 

^ Becket. GRENVILLE, 

ELLENBOROUGH. 
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(No. 22,) 



Whitehall, July I» 160^. 



My t 



ORD, 

Ti^E e:!ttreme iknpoftanee oF fhe busi]D^ on^ w^k I- 
hxve before troiA)Ied jour Lordship and Lady Wit*' 
lotighbj, mftkes it the indispensabk duty of this persona 
to whom his Majesty has entrusted the Enquiry, fiuv 
thcr to request that her Ladyship wiU have^the goodneH^ 
to return m writing, distinet and ^paratc answei^ to At^ 
cmclosed' Queries. TItey heg le&ve to add, that in the' 
discharge' of the trust committed to Aem^ ih&fr have bMS* 
obliged to* examine upon oath the several persons to who6^ 
testimony they have thought it r^iit to have recourse^ o^^ 
this occasion. They hare been ufiwiliing to^ give Laidj^ 
Wflloughby the trouUe of so k>ng a jotan^ fttf lliat pm^-' 
pose, well knowikig the full reliance which may be plaeed^ 
on every thtn^. which shall be stated by her LddJ^hi^ ui- 
this form. But ah her return- to town k Aiay probably hua 
ju'dgtHi necessary^ for the siake of unifbnhity in this' motft' 
important proceeding, that she should be #o good aft to 
confirm on oath, the truth of the written answers reqwMted^ 
irons her LadjrshJps 



(Nb Stigntxture in the original) 
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Sidmoutif Jubf S, 1806. 

I i]M[MEt>iATELY communicated to Lady Willoufj^by 
the Queries transmftted to nte in the envelope of a letter 
dated July the first, \vhich I had the honour to receive 
tins day fh>myou^Lords^p. 1 return the Queries with 
I^dy WiHoi^ghby^s Answers in' her own hand*writing. 

Wc are both truly ^nsible of your Lordship's kind at-' 
^t ion in not req^ii^ing Lady Witloughby's perscmal at* 
tendance. She w3I most readily obey the Order of Hbm 
Council, should her presence beoomie UttcesBairy. 

I biv^ the bonott>*9 &c. 

To Earl Spencer^ ^r . 4'^. 4"^. 

A true Copy, 

«7. Beckett 



(Kb. iA.) 

sLfldy WHouBb^ 1. i* tfee course of tb^ 

\if rtaiWitttr flieing Ad last ten years the Prmcesa 
o£ Widey at bredi-' of Wales has frequenUy 



iasX or dinner at her house, done roe the honor to 
either at Whitehall or Beo- break&st anddine at W hitft* 
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kcnham, on or about the 
months of May or Juxie^ 
lb02? 



had], and Langlcy, in Kent, 
Ffar , Royal Highness may 
have been at my hoobe in 
^e months of May cr Jpne^ 
}S02y but of the periods a;^ 
which I had the bosoiir of 
receivhig her, I have po 
precis^ recollection. 



9*. Hasher Ladysliip any 
recollection of the circum- 
sttmoe of her Royal High- 
ness hxmog retired nrom the 
«)nipaiiy at such brcokfiist 
or dinner, pn account* or 
under the pretence, of hav- 
ing spilt any thing *<DVer her 
haodkefc^ief7 And if so, 
did Lady Willoughby attend 
her Royal Highness on that 
occasion? And what then 
passed between them rela^ 
live to that circumstance ^ 

3. Had Lady Willoughby 
frequent opportunities jn 
the course of tlmt year, to 
sec her Royal Highness 
the Princess of 'Wales, and 
at what periods? And did 
slie at any time during the 
year, observe any* appear- 
ance, JKhich led her to sus- 
pect that the Princess of 
Wales was pregnant? '♦ • ^ 



2. I do not remember 
her Royal Highnesa hav- 
ing at any time retired 
from the con^pany either at 
\Vlute|iaiJ9 or ^t Langley, 
under the pretence of hav- 
ing spilt any thing otct |icf 
handkerchief* 



S. To the best of my ror 
membrance I had few op? 
porlunities of seeing the 
Princess of Wales in the 
year 1802» and J. do not re- 
collect having observed any 
particuhr- cinnimslBnfes re- 
lative to her Bi>yal lii^ 
niii^ appemrancc» 



♦. U Lady WHloiigHiy 4. During t!ie icn yenA 
aa|uaintcd with any oriicr' I have had the hohour of 
circumstances leading to the - knowing the Princess of 
fame conclusion, or tencfing Wales, I do not 'bear m 
to establis'h the fact Of a mind* a single instance Of 
crimiiml intercouree, or im- her Royal Highncss's con- 
proper familiarity between duct in society towards any 
her Rdyal Highness and iiidivichial, tending to cstn- 
any other person whatever ? blisii the feet of a criminaL 
and if to, what are they ? intercourse, or improper 

familiarity. 

WILLOU.GIIBY. 



(No. 25.) 
Robert Bidgood— further Dcpouliou* 

The Princess used to go out in her phaeton with coacli- 
man and helper, towards Long Reach, eight or ten 
times, carrying luncheon and whie whh her, uhcn Cap- 
tain Manby's ship was at Long Reach — ^always Mrs. Fit3^ 
gerald with her — She would go out at olie, and retnm 
about five or six — ^sometimes sooner or later. The day 
the Africaine ^aikd from Southend tlu} Princess ordered 
us to pack up for Blackheath next morning. Captain 
Manby there three times a week at the least, whilst his 
ship lay lor six weeks off Southend at the Ngre— he came 
as tide served— used to come in a morning, and dine and 
drink tea. I have seen him next morning by ten o'clock. 
I Suspected he slept at No. 5), the Princess's — die always 
put out the candles herself in the druwii) "jr. room at Xo. 9, 
«Dd bid menct wait to put them up; ^e gave me the nr- 



4eQi 89 BQOD AS^8Il^weat to Sottthtfid* I lued to see 
-^vater-jugs, Ihisoo^ and Cowel% set out opposite the 
^Pripcess's door> In tbepa^ag^ — ^never saw them so 1^ 
fa the passage at any other time; and I suspected he wa^ 
there at those tin\es. Tber/^ was a general suj^cicm 
tthroughout the hous^ |4rs. and Miss FitsgenJd thfcr^ 
^md Miss Hammond (now Lady Hood) there. My sua* 
jkidons arose from seeing them in the glasses kiss each 
other, as I mentioned before, like people fond of each 
pther — a very close kiss — Her behaviour like that of a 
woman attached to a man; — used to be by themselves at 
hmcheon at Southend — ^when ladies not sent for — a num* 
ber of times. There was a poney which Captain Manby 
used to ride ; it stood in the stable ready for him, and 
which Sicard used to rides. 

The servants used to talk and laugh about Captain 
Manby, it was matter of discourse amongst them, I Uved 
there when Sir Sidney Smith came^ her manner with him 
appeared very familiar. She appeared very attentive to 
him, bat I did not suspect any thing &rth^. All the up- 
per servants bad keys of the doors to the Park to let her 
Royal Highness in and ouL I used to see Sicard ivceive 
Tetters from Mrs. Sander to put in the post instead of the 
bag. This was after Captain Manby was gone to sea, 
I suspected this to be for Captain Manby, and oth^^ in 
the house suspected the siane» 

(Signed) R. BIDGOOD. 

Sworn bcforo us in Downing-strcet, this tliird day 
of July. 

(Signed) ERSKINE, 

SPENCER, 
A true Copy, GRENVILLE. 

J. BeckH. ELLEJ^BOROUGIt 
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(No. 26.) 
Sir Francis Salman's Deposition. 

* 

I ATTENDED the Princess of Wales in the spring and 
latter end of^ the year 1 802, i. e. in March, and towards 
the autumn. Mr. Mills of Greenwich attended then as 
her Royal Highnesses apothecary, and Mr. Mills and his 
partaer Mr. Edmeades have attended since. I do not 
know that any other medical person attended at that time 
either as apothecary or physician. In March 1802, I 
attended her for a sore throat and fever. In 1803, in 
April, I attended her Royal Highness again, with Sir 
Walter Farquhar. I don't know whether she was blooded 
in 1802. She was with dfficulty persuaded to be blooded 
in 1803 for a pain in her chest, saying she had not been 
blooded before; that they could not find a vein in her 
arm. I saw no mark on her arm of her having been 
blooded before. I observed her Royal Highnesses person 
at the end of that year 1 802. Jlever observed then, or 
at any other time, any thing which induced me to think 
her Royal Highness was in a pr^nant situation.* I think 
it is impossible she should in that year have been deli- 
vered of a child without my observing it. Slie during 
that year, and at all times, was in the habit of receiving 
the visits of the Duke of Gloucester. 

I never attended her Royal Highness but on extraor- 
dinary illnesses. Her Royal Highness has, for the last 
year and hal^ had her prescriptions made up at Walker 
and Young's^ St. James's^treet. 
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IF she bad been a pr^rnant woman in June^ 1802, t 
oould not have helped observing it. 

FR. MILMAN. 

Sworn before us in Downing' street^ Jviy Sd, 1806, hj 
the said 1^ Franda Milman. 

ERSRINE, 
SPENCER, ' 
A true Copy, GRENVILLE, 

J. Becket, ELLENBOROUGH. 



(No. 27.) 
The DepaHiian of Mr$. Lisle. 

I (Tester Lisle) am in the Princess of Wales's &- 
mOy ; have been so ev^ since her Royal Highnesses mar- 
riage. I was not at Southend with the Princess — ^was at 
Blackheath with her in 1802, but am not perfectly surer 
as to date. I am generally a month at a time (three months 
iff the year) with her Royal Highriess ; in April, August, 
and December ; was so in August, 1804. I did not ob- 
serve any alteration in her Royal Highness's shape which 
gave me any idea that she was pr^nant. I had no reason 
to know or believe that she was pregnant. During mj 
attendance, hardly a day passes without my seeing her. 
She could not have been &r advanced in pr^nancy 
without my knowing it I was at East Cliff with her 
Rojal Highness in August, 1803. I saw Captain Manby 
•nly 6nce at East Qifl^ in August^ 1803, to the best of mj 
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reocileetioik He might have been oftener : and once again 
at Deal Castle. Captain Manby landed there with some 
boys the Princess takes on charity. Isaw Captain Manby • 
at Ekist ClifF one morning, not particularly early. I 
don't know of any presents which the Princess made Cap- 
tain Manby — have seen Captain Manby at Blackheath 
one Christmas. He used to come to diue the Christmas 
b^re we were at Ramsgate — ^it was the Christinas after 
Mrs. Austin's child came. He always went away in my 
presence ; I had no reason to think he staid after we, the 
ladies^ retired. He lodged on that Heath at that time — I 
believe his ship was fitting up at Deptford. He was 
Aere frequently, I think not every day — ^he generally 
came to dinner — three or four times a week or more — ^I 
■appose he might be atone with her, but the Princess is 
in the habit of seeing gentlemen and tradesmen without 
my being present.^I have seen him at Imicheon and din- 
ner both. The bays came with him, not to dinner, and 
not generally ; not above two or three times — two boys; 
-r-I thivk Sir Sidney Smith came also frequently the 
Chribtmaa before that, to the best of my recollection. At 
dinner, wheo Captain Manby dined, he always sat next 
her RoyiJ Hi^uiess the Princess of Wale§. The constant 
company were, Mrs. and Miss Fitzgerald and myself; 
we dl retired with the Princess and sat in the same toom. 
He generally retired about eleven o'clock ; He sat with ua 
tOl then. This occurred three or four times a week, or 
more. Her Royai Highness, the Lady in waiting, and her 
Page, have each a key of the door trom the Greenhouse 
to the Park. Captain Manby and the Princess used^ 
when we were together, to be speaking together separately 
-—conversing separately, but not in a room alone together, 
to my knowledge. He was a person with whom she ap^ 
peared to have greater pleasure in talking than to her h. 
dies. She behaved to him only as any woman woulii 
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who likes flirting. I should not have tihought any ttmr^ 
lied woman would have behaved properly who should 
have behaved as her Royal Highness did to Captain' 
Manby. I can't say whether die was attached to Captain 
Manby, only that it was a flirting conduct. Never saw 
any gallantries, as kissing her band, or the like. 

I was with her Royal Highness at Lad) Sheffield's httt 
Christmas, in Sussex. 1 enquired what company was ther0 
when 1 came. She said only Mr. John Chester, who wfti 
there by lier Royal Highness's orders; that she could get 
Bo other company to meet her, on account of the roods 
and season of the year. He dined and slept there that 
night. The next day other company came ; Mr. Chester 
remained. I beard her Royal Highness say she had been ill 
in tlib nigbt, and came and lighted her candle in her ser- 
rant's room. I returned, from hheflield-place to Black- 
heath with the Princess — Captain Moore dined there^I 
left him and the Princess twice alone, for a short tim^— 
he might be alone half an hour with her, in the room be* 
low, in which we bad been sitting — I went to look for a 
book, to complete a set her Royal Highness was lending 
Captain Moore. She made him a present of an ink-stand, 
to the best of my recollection. ^ He was there one morn- 
ing in January last, on the Princess Charlotte's birth day; 
he went away before the rest of the company ; I mi^t 
be absent about twenty minutes tl)e second time I was 
away, the night Captain Moore was tliere. At Lady 
Shcflicld's her Royal Highness paid more attention to 
Mr. Chester than the rest of the company. I knew of 
her Royal Highness walking out alone twice with Mr» 
Chester, in the morning, alone, once a short time; it rained ; 
the other, not an hour ; not long. Mr. Chester is a pretty 
young man. Her attentions to him were not nneommon ; 
not the same as to Captain Manby. I am not certain 
whether the Prinpess answered any letters of Lady Dougw 
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laf. I was Catheriogton with the Princess. Remember^ 
Mr» now Lord Hood, there, and the Princess going 
out airing with him alone in Mr* Hood's little whis- 
key, and his servant was with them. Mr.^ Hood drove, 
apd staid out two or three hours more than once. Three 
or four times. Mr. Hood dined with us 4several times. 
Once or twice he slept in an house in the garden. She 
appeared to. pay no attention to him but that of com- 
mon civility to any* intimate acquaintance. Remember 
the Princess sitting to Mr. Lawrence for her picture at 
Blacklieath, and in London. I have left her at his house 
in town with him, but I think Mrs. Fitzgerald was with 
her ; and she sat alone with him I think at Blackheath* 
I Was never in her Royal Highness's confidence, but 
she has always been kind an^ good-natured to me. She 
never mentioned Captain Manby particularly to me. I 
remember her being blooded the day Lady Sheffield's 
child was christened. Not several times that 1 recollect; 
nor any other time ; nor beUeve she was in the habit oC 
being blooded t^*ice a year. The Princess at one tima 
appear to like Lady Douglas. Sir John came frequently* 
Sir Sidney Smith visited about the same time with the 
Douglasses. I have seen Sir Sidney there very late in 
the evening, but not alone with the Princess. I have no 
reason to suspect he had a key of tlie Park-gate. I never 
heard of any body been found i^*andering about at Bladt* 
heath. I have beard of somebody being found wander* 
ing about late at night at Mount Edgeoumbe^ when tho 
Princess wnT there. I heard that two wpmen and a maa 
were seen crossing die halL The Princess saw a great deal 
of company at Mount Edgecnmbe. Sir Richol^ Strachaa 
was reported- to have spoken freely of the Princess. I 
did not hear that he had ofiered a rudeness to her person* 
She told me she hod heard he had spoken disrespectfully 
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tit her, and therefore I bellere wrote to him by Sir S«- 
smel Hood 

(Signed) HESTER LISLE. 

Signed before us, in Downing-street, this third d^ 
of July, 1806, 

ERSKINE, 
^ SPENCER, 

▲ true a>py, GHEN VILLE, 

ELLENBOBOUGH. 



J^ Bucket, 



(No. 28.) 

Ldmer Brooi^streetj July 4, 1S0€« 



Mr Lord, 



Before your arrival in Downing-street hist night, I be> 
flpoke the indulgence of the Lords of his Majesty's Coun- 
cil ibr inaccuracy as to , dates, respecting any attendance 
atKackheath, befinre 1803. Having only notice in the 
ibrenocMi of an examination, I could not prepare myself 
for it tQ any period previous to that year, and I now 
hasten, as Smt as the examination of my pi^rs will per- 
mit, to correct an error into which I fell, in stating to 
dieir Lordships, that I attended her Royal Highness the 
Princess of Wales in the spring of 1802, and that! then 
met his Royal Highness, the late Duke of Gloucester at 
Bhckheath. It was in the q)ring of 1801, and not of 
1802, that, after attending her Royal Highness the Prin- 
cess of Wales for ten or twelve days, I had the honour 
<if seeing the Duke of Gloucester at her house. 

I have the honour, &c. 
A true Copy, FR. MILMAN. 
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£arl Cholmondelet/f snom July 16^ A, 180S. 

I HAVE seen the Princess of Wales write freqnentlj, 
and I think I am perfectly acquainted with her irianTygr 
of writing. 

A letter produced to his Lordship marked (A.) 

This letter is not of the Princess's hand-writing. 

A paper produced to his Lordship, marked (B). with a 
kind of drawing with the names of ISir Sidney Smith and 
Lady Douglas. 

Thi3 paper appears to me to be written in a disguised 
hand. Some of the letters remarkably resemble the Prin- 
cess's writiiig; but because of the disguise I cannot say - 
whether it be or be not her Royal Highnesses writing. 

On the cover being shewn to his Lordship also marked 
(B.) he gave the same answer. 

Hi^ Lovdship was dso shewn the cover marked (C.) to 
which his Lordship answered, I do not see the samere- ^ 
•emblaoce to the Prinoess's writing in this paper. 

CHOLMONDELEY, 

Sworn befixre us, July 16th, 1806, 

ERSKINE, 
A true Copy, SPENCER^ 

John Be^k^ GRENVILLE. 
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APPENDIX (B). 
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Statement of Lady Douglas. 

His ttoyal Mighnest the Prince of Wales tiavingjudged 
proper to ordar me to detail to him, as Heir Apparenti 
the whole drcumstancet of mjr acquaiutance with her 
Koyal Highness the Princess of Walesi from the day t 
lirtt spoke with her to the present timei I felt it my 
4u^f aa a sulgect» to comply without hesitation with hit 
IV>yal Highnesses commands; and I didsoi because I con- 
caved* evm putting aside the rights of an Heir Apparent^ 
his Royal Highness was justified in informing himself as to 
the actions of his wife^ who^ firom all the information he 
had collected, seemed so likely to disturb the tran« 
quillity of the country ; and it appeared to me that, in so 
doing, his Royal Highness evinced his earnest rqrard for 
the real interest of the country, in ^deavouring to pre- 
v^t such a person firom, perhaps, one day, placing a 
^i]|rk>us Heir upon the English Tlirone^ and which his 
Royal Highness has indeed a right to fear, and commu- 
nicate to the Sovereign* as the Princess of Wales told m^ 
<* If she were discovered in bringing her son into the world 
«( she would give the Prince of Wales the credit of it, fgr 
** that she had slept two nights in th^ year she was preg- 
^ nant in Carkon House.** 

As an £ogliKhwonan, educated in the hi^est respcc^- 

*H 
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iill Attacliment to the Royal Family; at the dau^^ter of 
an English OiBcer, who hs» all his life received the most 
gradous marks of approbation and pi|>tection from his 
Majesty, and frdm his Royal Highness' the Prince of 
Wales; and as the wife <^ an Officer, whom our beloved 
ICinghas hcmoared with a public mark of his approbation, 
and who is bound to the Rp^ Family by ties of respect- 
iiil rc^gard and attachment, which nothing can ever breal^ 
I fed it my duty to make known the Princess of Wales't 
sentiments and conduct, iiow» and whensoever I may be 
oiUed upcm^ 

For the information, therefore, of his Majesty and of 
the Heir Apparent, and by the desire of the Heir 
Apparent, I b^ leave to states that Str John took ft 
house upon Blackheath in the year 1801, because 
the air was better for him, after his Egyptian services^ 
than London, and it was somewhat nearer Chatham, where 
his xiiilitary duties occasionally called him. I had a 
daughter, bom upon the 17th of February, and we tool 
up our rendence there in April, living very happily and 
quietly ; but in the month of November, when the ground 
was covered with snow, as I was sitting in my parlour, 
which commanded a view of the Heath, I saw, to my sur* 
.prisic, the Princess of Wales, elegantly dressed in a lilac 
2>atin pelisse, primrose-coloured half boots, and a small 
lilac satin travelling cap, faced with sable^ and a Lady, 
pacing up and down before the house, and sometimes 
stoppix^ Its it desirous of opening the gate in the iron- 
railing to come in. ' At first 1 had no conception her Rojral 
Highness tcoily wished to come in, but must have mistaken 
the house for another person's^ for I bad never been made 
known to her, and I did not know that she knew where 
I lived. I stood at the window looking at her, and, as she 
looked very miiclt, from respect, courlcsied (as I under- 
stood was customary); to my astonishment she returned 
imy courtesy by a familiar Hod, and stopped. Old Lady 
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Stoart, a West Inctian Lady, who lived in my immediattf 
neighbourhood, and who was in the habit of coining in U^ 
tee me, was inths room, and said, ^ You should go out^ 
her Royal Highness wants to come in out of die snow.* 
Upon this I went out, and she came immediately to me 
^d said, ** I believe you are Lady Douglas, and yon' 
hard a vcr}* beautiful child ; I should like to sec it/' I: 
answered that I was Lady Doaglns. Her Royal High* 
ness then said, ^* I should like of ail things to see -yotir 
Cttlc child." I answered, that I was V(>ry son*y I could 
not have the honour of presenting my little g:rl to her, at 
I and my family were spending the oAd weather in town^ 
and I. was only come to pass an hour or two upon die 
Heath, I held open the gate, and tlie Princess of Wales' 
and her Lady, Mis^ I leyraan (I believe) walked in and' 
sat down, and stayed above an hour, laughing very much 
at Lady Stuart, who, being a singular character, talked' 
all kind of nonsense. After her Royal Highness had 
amused herself as Ipng as she (deased, ^c inayired where 
Sir John Douglas and Sir Sidney Smith were, and went 
away, hayipg shook hands with me, and expressed her 
pleasiire at having found me out and made herself known : 
I concluded th^t Sir Sidney Smith had acquainted her 
Royal Highness that we resided upon tjie Heath, as he • 
w^s just arrived in Enghind, and having been in long 
KabiU of friendship with. Sir John, was often with us, and 
told us how kind he should think it if we could let him 
4X>me to and fro without ceremony, and let him have an 
airy room appropriated to hunself, as he was always iH 
in town, and from bdng .asthmatic, sufiered extremely 
when the weather was fogg)* in town. Sir John gave him 
that hospitable reception be was in the habit of doing by 
all his old friends, (for I understand they have been knowH 
tojeach other more than twenty years), and he introduced 
him to me as a person, to whom he wished my friendly 
attention to be paid ; i|s I had never seen Sir Sidn^ 



Sioiib in injli^ vntil-tbia period, wbm he beeaipc^ u h 
werQ» apaxtiir tbefiMoil^. V/hm I retamed |o tav^b I 
tcJd Sir JpbA Pouglas tbe circiimstaiiQe of the Priopeii 
luvuig vjfitfd ip^ and s fi^^ days aft^ this va mtived 
anota from Mrs. Udc (who was in waiting) continandian 
W to dim at MoQtague Houia. We went* andthare ^"Cf« 
ipveral panoDs at tha dinner. I remember Lard and I^adjy 
Dartmoatb, and I think Mr.aod Mrs. ArbothnoCs &c.ft€« 
From this time the Princess made me frequent vjsits» al« 
^mjfgB attended by her LacVey, or Mrs. SSand^ (bar maid)- 
y/han Sander camc^ she was sent back* or pm in another 
rwm; but when any of her I^adies were with her, weal* 
wigr& ^<^ together. Her Royal Highness was never at- 
taadad by any livery servants, bat she always walkad 
about Black he ath and the neighbourhood only wjth her 
female att^dants. In a short tim^ the JVinoeas becaipe 
so eztrava^intly fond of me, that, however flattering it 
as^^t b^ it certainly was v«ry troublescnne. Leaving h^ 
attendants below, die would push past my servant, and 
nin up stairs into my bed-chamber, kiss me, take mfi in 
her arms, and teU me I was beautiful, sayii^ she ha^ never 
loved any wojpan so much ; that she would regulate my 
dreis, for she delighted in setting off a pretty woman; 
and such high-flown compliments that women m^ never 
Qsed to pay toeach other. I used to beg har Royal Hi|^« 
nass nut to iced my self-lov^ as wel)ad allenoi^ of that, 
without ^couraging one another. She would then stop 
me, and enumerate all my gpod'^ints I had, saying she 
was determined to teach me to set them o£ She would 
exclaim, Oh ! believe me, you are quite beautifiil, dilfereat 
from almost any English woman , your arms are fine be- 
yond imagination« your bust is. very good, and your 4je% 
Ob,. I never saw snch eyes-^all other women who have 
4ark fjm locjk fierce but yours (my dear Lady Poiiglas) 
ara nothing but softness and sweetness, and yet quite 
4ark» I9 this manner she went on perpetuallyi «ven he- 
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lore fdrkingeivw I ireaieiober when { w«s ^memonm^at 
hm ^use, with her Rojal tiighnest, Mrs, Harcourt, and 
her Undiesy the Duke of Kent came to takl leave before 
bia Royal Highness wept t^ Qibraltar. "When we were 
si^g al taUes the Frincess ixitrodoced vie, and said-* 
Your Ro^al H)gln>es$ mnst look at her eyes; but now die 
has disgttised herself in a large l^u jou cannot see bow 
htndsoQie she is; The Duke of Kent was very polite and 
obliging^ for he gpntinned to talk with Mi's- Harcourtt 
tnd took Ijttle npti^, f^r which I felt much obliged ; but. 
aho persisted ai^d said-r-Tak^ oS'yqur hat- I did not do 
it^ and she took it ofiT; but his Rojal Higbi»ess> I suppose 
conceiving it could not be very pleasant (o me^ too|( Uttl^ 
ooticCy and talked of lOtnething ^. 

Whenever the Priiicess visited ys» either Sir John, or J^ 
rrt^rned home with h^ ipid her pmty quite to tlie door ; 
and if we were ou^ J went with h^ Aoyai Hi^^Hicfs, ami 
took my &xHman ; for we aoon $aw that her Royal Ui^r 
•oess was n very $i^igalar aud a very indiscreet woniap, aud 
we rasolvod to be alwayi vciy careful end guarded wjtb 
her ; tind when slie visited us, if any visitor whosoever 
came to our housei they wore put into another room, and 
they could not see the Pnnces^, or be iuiier society, vnlesa 
she positively desired it However, her Boyal Highness 
forgot her h|^ rtfttjoo (and >he was always forgetting it) ; 
we tmst, and bopo, and feel satisfied, we ^ever for a fpo^ 
ment lost sight of her being the wife of the Heir Apparent. 

Wep«»cd our time as her Royal H^Iuiess chose wheii 
together, and the usual ainnsements were-^playing French 
Proverbs, in which the Princess always cast the parts, and 
played; Musical Magic, forfeiu of all kinds; aoroethrw 
<|fHHy«T^ ; and in this maoner, either the Princess and her 
h&im with me, pr we at Mootqgue Houses we pesfed 
onrtfav- Twi99^ efter spending the m^riMng with v»f, 
sht fmom^ vithopt giving me any previops police^ fi4 
would dim vitb iP»i aiidthiit ended the jftrisoi^ 



• In the month of Fcbraar)', before M!s8 Garth was t» 
•ome into waiting in March 1802, the Princess, in one of 
her morning Visits, after she had sent Sander home, said, 
•< My dear Lady Douglas, I am come to sec you* this 
" morning to ask a great fa void* of you, which I hope you 
«* wiH grant me/* I told hcr^ " I wus sure she could not 
^ nuike any unworthy request, and that I could oidy say, 

* I should have great pleasure in doing any thing to oblige 
•* her, but I was really at a loss to gaess how I possibly 
«* could have ft in my porver to grant her ^^ favour." Her 
Royal Highness replied, " what I have to ask is for you to 
come and spend a fortnight with me ; you shall not be se- 
parated from Sir Jolm, for he may be with you whenever 
lie pleases, and bring your little girl and maid* I mean 
you to come to the Round Tower, where there are a com- 
plete suite of rooms fer a Lady and her servant "When 
Mrs* Lisle was in waiting, and hurt her foot, she resided 
there; Miss He3rman always was tberc^ and Lord and 
Lady Lavlngton have slept there* When I have any 
married people visiting me, it is better than their being in 
t^e house, and we arc only separated by a small garden. 
T ^slike Miss Garth, and she hates to be with me, more 
than what her duty demands, and I don't wish to trouble 
any of my ladies but of their turn. I shall require you, 
as lady in waiting, to attend me in my walks ; and when 
I drive out; write my notes and letters for me, and be in 
the way to speak to any one who may come on businefs. 
I sddom appear until about three o'clock, and you may 
go home before I want you after breakfast every day." I 
repfied, that being a married woman, I could not promise 
for myself, and, as Sir John was much out of health, I 
should not like to leave him ; but he was always so kind 
and good-natured to me, that I dared venture to say he 
would allow roc if he could; find when he came home I 
asked him if I should go. Sir John agreed to the Prin- 
cess's desire^ and I took the waiting. During my stay t 



attcaded her Eoyal Highoess to. tli^.play tmd ,tlije'.op6ra I 
iliiok twioe^ and also to diae at Lord Dartmouth's aad 
Mr* Windham's. At Mr. Windham's in the evenings while 
one of the ladies was at the harpsichord, the Princess ecm- 
pUiined of being very warm, and called out for ale« whiol^ 
fay a mistake in the language^ slie always calls oiL Mrs. 
Windham was perfectly at a loss to comprehend her 
wishes, and caaie to me for an. explanation. I toU her 
I believed she meant ale. Mrs« Windham said she had 
none in the house ; was it any particular kind she required? 
I t<Jd her. I believed not; that when the Princess thought 
proper to visit me, she always waiit^ it, and I gave het 
what I had, or could procure for her upon Blackheialh* 
We could not always suddenly obtain what was wished^ 
Mrs. Windham then pro)>osed to have some sent for^ and 
did so; it was brought, and the Princess drank it alL — 
•When at Lord Dartmouth's, his Lordship adced me if I 
was the only lady in waituig, being, 1 supposed, surprised 
mt my appearing in that situation, when, to his know* 
ledger I had not known the Princess more than fiuir 
months. I answered, .1 was at Montague House^ acting 
as lady in waiting, until Miss Garth was well, as the Prin* 
cess told me she was ilL Lord Dartmouth look'4 suN 
prised, and said he had not lieard of Miss Garth beiK^ il^ 
and was surprised. I was struck witli Lord Daitmouth'a 
aeeming doabt of Miss Grarth's illness, and after, thoi^bt 
upon it. IVom the dinner we went at an early, hour to. 
the opera, and then ret rned to Blackheath. During thia 
visit I was greatly surprised at the whole stile^of the Prin* 
cess of Wales's conversation, which was constantly vieij 
loose, and such as I had not been accustomed to hearj 
•nch as, in many instances, I have not been able to repeat, 
even to Sir John, and such as made me hope I ahouM 
cease to know her, before my daughter mi^t be old 
enough to be corrupted by her. I confess I went home 
hoping and believing she was at times a good deal disor- 
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dMidte iMr mmki <» dMtMVir wmil4 hite glM «i|» 
Ami did^ WbM Ae todle td top with iM in tha T^n««r 
(#hkh ab« dfted did}sb^ wttiild arrit* ift a iMf Md doiikt 
% Mk htfttdluii^hief lied dvtfr her heftd «ftdtf iMr cMli» 
mA * pdr of lUpptft cbwa dt dMi h«eto. 

After Btipp^ I utteAdad b«r 16 tli9 iMiM. I IbiHld bit 
t peitNia without ^ucalioii or ^liRt6, and wkhotti Mjr 
teiim of tni[tfDf tng herwlC ▲mokigat oibor things trtttch 
isrpriaod mo whik theti^ wm a pkn ibo told me tbt had 
\k hand) that IVinoa WiiUam tf GMoMttter lihod bm^ 
Md that »ho hod wtUtan to hiia, (oiett him a fidr lady Waft 
ia har Tow^r, that sh^ left it to his own heart to ind ooi 
who it wasi hut if he wa^ the gallant Prinae ^tliott||ht 
hiBi, he wduld fly and Me. X waa amazed at sath aooci* 
Irlfaik^ and teld, Good tiad ( how aould yottt Royal 
H^netsdo eo ? I Mally Uka Sir John batter than aa^ 
hody, and am ^la iati^dad and happy* I waited nhw 
yaara ferhl^^ and neirer wotdd aMrry any othar r^n^m. 
The Prinoato jftdionled diK and said, HoBe«nse» ftolK 
Mii^ my dear friand. tn Mnsaqnatt^e tf tha Priwciftra 
Mcai IVintie WilUam aetaally rode tha mmt morning la 
ihaTowar^ bat by g«od fortune &]« iKdn^ Anidi had {iak 
tldHsly caUed mid be«n admitted, and as we ware walUag 
by the hoHUe^ her ftoyal Highness saw the PHnee. aom« 
ing, wedt imaiediately ontof tight, and ran and told a 
iarrant to say she and X were gone waUdogt and we iai» 
Mediately walked away to Cfaarltoa# hairing first, o^icr^ 
adred, sefen P^inee William rids back a^MBf (of aamae 
^ very w^ {deased, andpossiUy behaving I had a hsnd 
m his riifienhno adventure.) It aaema he waft aogiy ; ior 
loan after his Royal Hi|^eiB| tha late Duke of douoei^ 
ter, oame and desirad to eas the Prinots^ and toU her, 
that his sao William had refkraseated to him how «evy 
fim^rii^ liermkted $kt Sidney Smith tofae^ and how ooo« 
•taody he was irMting et MabtagueHottei that it rested 
with heiwdf totteefi her acquahitance at a proper distaneiv 
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Md ^ Sir S^cjr 'wBs'a lively' thbifglrtless' man', abd hud 
BOt been aceustbmcd to the aoribty of'ladk^ of ber raonkr 
he might forget kimself, and^she ^roiilQ ttonhiivc h^l'ddf- 
to Uamc— ^hat as a faliiicr; and aacarnoft friendy he 
came to bef, very sorry indeed td thnibte hct, but he 
oonjured and begged ber to recollect how Te'ry peculikr Ii^. 
aituation was, and how doubly, requisite it 'was she should 
be more cautious than other poodle. To 'end thU lecture 
(as she callod it) bhe rang the bell, itnd dcidred Mrs** 
Cole ta fetdi me. I went it j:o the drauiirg-^inoon^, uher^ 
the Duke and Her lioyat:. iiighncss wore sitting, and 
•he' introduced* mo ns an ojd {r'htmxl of Prince William's. 
Hia Uoyal liighncss g«)i: up, and looked at me very 
much, aad then said| ^' llie Princess has been talking 
a great deal abuut you, and tells' me you have made 
one of the most delightfUl children in the world, and in** 
deed it might well be so, when 'the mother t^as so hand- 
some and good-natured-looking." By this time I was so 
used to these fine speeches, either from die Princess, or 
from her through otherS| that I was ready to laugh} and 
I only said, ** We did not talk about much beauty, but 
my little girl was in good health, and Her Boyal+lighnesa 
was very obliging." As soon as His' Royal Highness 
was gone, the Princess sent again fpr me, told me every " 
word he had said, and said, *^ He is a good man, and 
there&re I to^k it as it was meant ; but if Prince William 
had ventured- to talk ta me himself, I would certainly 
have boxed his cars: however, as he is so inquisitive, 
and watches me, I wUl cheat him and throw the dust in 
his eyes» and nkiko him believe Sir Sidney conies here to 
see you, and that yon ^d he are the greatest possible 
firieifds. I delight of all tilings in cheating those clever 
people." Her speech and intentions made ine serious, 
and myjnind was forcibly struck with the great danger 
there would follow to myself, if she were tlxis kind cf pcr- 

* ■' * • * . '• Qr.cr>, Mr.CoIe. 
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sWi. tbe^edlier liotf \A think of dcnDg sudi a tliiiijf/ 
faying, YcHii^ Royal Highacis knows k ift not so, and 
Idlhoiigh I woukl do much to oblige yon, yet, when my 
oiAi charictBr h at stake, I must stop* Good 6od| 
Ma'aoit H^ Boyal Hi^ness woidd nataroHy repeat it» 
and whlit ihdilld I do ? Reputation will not bear being 
i^rt^ utitli. The^ Princess took me by the hand, and 
aaid« Certainly, my dear Lady Douglas, I know very ^tcII 
it b hot soi'and therefore it docs ncft mgniiy. I am sure 
k is not so, thai I am sure oC I have much too good an 
Opinion of yon, and too good an opinion of Sir Sidney 
Smith. It would be xery bad in him, after Sir John*^ 
hospitality to him* I know him incapable of such a 
thing, tor I have known bim a long time ^ l3Ut still I won* 
4er loo in the same hoUtfc k docS not happen^ By tliis 
time I was rather vexed, and said, Your Roraf tlighncss 
and I think quite differently— Sir Sidney Smith eolnes and 
goes at he pleases to his room in our house. I really sec 
little of hinf ^ He seems a very good-humoured, pleasant 
man, and I always think one ntay be ilpon very friendly 
terms with toert who are friends of one*s husbands, with* 
out being then* hiimble servants. The Princess argued 
upon this for aii hour, sjtrd^ This is Miss Garth's argu- 
ment, but she was mistaken, and ft was ridiculous, ff 
ever a woman was upon fi-iendly terms with any man, 
they were sure to become lovers. 1 ^nid, I shall continue 
to think as Miss Garth did, and that it <lepended very 
much upon the la<ly. Upon tlic l?Olh of Marrh^ I left 
Montague House, and ^lic Princf*?s commanded mc to 
be sent up to her bed-chamber. I went and found her in 
bed, and I took Mrs, Vansiltart's note in my hmid, an- 
nouncing the news of Peace. She iJesircd me to sit dov.-n 
close to the bc<1, nnd then, taking my hand, she said, 
«* You rfee, my dear friend, I have tlie most eomplaisant 
.*' husband in the world— I Imvc no one to oontrol ar^^^ 
« I s^ whom I like, I go where I like, I spend what I 



I 

I 



^|]JeaM^ mul lli$ Royal Highness p^ys fi>r'all — Other 
** EiiglUh huttbgnds plague their wives, but he never 
** pli^ueB mp /at ally ift hlch is certainly beit^ very polite 
*< mad cpmplaisiant, iiud I am better off than laf siste;*, 
f^ wl^o wa3 heartily beat every day. How m^cb happier. 
<* am I than thi^ Duchess qf York fl She .^id tjie Duke. 
*< hate each oilier, and yc( they will Ixi two hypocrites, 
f* and live together— thajt J \\chiV\ ntncr do. — Xow FU 
^* «hevr you a letter whej ein the I'rUice of \\'iilQiij give^ 
f* me full le^ve to follow wy owji plans>." ^\^ then puj 
the letter into my luinds, the paitipuliu's of w h;ch 1 hitye 
mentioned. Wh^n I lia<I £iiii$hpd, ^ appearet} a/Tept^, 
a^dMhe-saidi *'\'ouseem to tji^kithat a fine tiling i; doh' 
'^ I «ee^notliing in it ; but I xlare to ^ly tiuit wlu)i) my he«* 
i' loved hud iinishal }U he fanci^ it one of tlije /ives(: 
*^ pieces of penpiaiiHlnp i^ tlu; world. I &Iu)Mld hi^y» 
f< been the inan^ aiul he \\i% woman. I 4|n a real 
4^ BruuBwicJI^, and do not know what Uu^ sen;&a|;igin Fear 
f< is; biitas to hiniy be lives in eternal w^rp) water^ aj9j 
<' delights in it, if lie c^ but have lus eilipper^ uiid<^ 
^ any old Dowagar*s table, and sit ^here ecribblin^ 4ii^^ » 
f* that's his wliole deligliL? She tli^en told mp everjj' K^ir 
pumstanpe relative to her marvtf^gi^ and that $he vQul^ 
be separated, and ^hat she h^d invited the pJ^anceUpr 
very o&en U^ely, .to try ^nd ac^nplibh it, bu( "the^ were 
^tMpid, o|ul 4akl {^er it could not jia done. It ;ippeax^ 
to mp t^ lit tins time Her Jloyal PlighBessV f^iod was 
bent upof) tlf^ pccQmp]ii»hinait s4 ^^^3 piiq)os£^; and it 
would bo ibiind, J tliink, frpip l.or^l Kldon and the 
otliersi that bhe pressed tliis subji^^t close Mppn thetn^ 
v^henever tliey were at Montague Iloiue; for<she ^cjd ma 
more tlum Qoce she had\ Her Koyal IIjgbues% 
before she put the letter by, said, *' I always keep thip, 
'' ibr it is 4?ver oecesisary. I will go jntp A\^ Uoa^c pf 

** TIbc Cluaieellor may now, perhaps, be able to grasA her reqnevt. 
hwiwuitid to the Princn$ qf ffukff -^kce^ M Hi margin. 
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** «bf>ttt tlicde thingft; if yoii baJ read Lu Ava.itures 
** Jli^ Cievalier dt (jroM/zioni^ .you would know better 
^^ wliftt famouA trkks Prioicesses aid tlieir Ladies plajcd 
^' theUf and you shall aadiUHst rcod the story of Caihe- 
^ rioe Rut and ^ Lady Douglas of those times ; have 
^ you nevi^r heard of it ?' She then related it, but as I ce* 
^er had heard of.it, I looked upon it as her own invention 
to rocoacile my mind to tbpse kind of (iiings. After this we 
often met, and the Princess often alluded to her situation 
and to min^ and one day as w^ were sittip|; together upoa 
the fiO&, die pu( }ier h^nd upon her ^t^mach^ and said, 
j^nghing, *' Well, )iere w^ j»it like I^ary and £)iziibeth» 
** ifi the Bible." 'U'heB she wfts bled, she used to pres» 
me always to be, and used to be quite angry that I would 
i]0t» and whatever ^^ thou^it good for herself always 
recommended to me. liar Royal Highness now took 
every occasion to estrange me from Sir John, by laughing 
at him, and wondt^rin^ how I could be content with liim; 
urged me constantly to keep my owp room, and not tp 
continue to sleep wit}) hkni ^nd said, if 1 l^ad any more 
childfea, she wo4ld have notliing piore to say to me. 
lier design wjas evident, foid easily seen tlirou^ and 
consequently avertecV Sjie naturally wiidicd to keqp us 
apart, lest, in a moment of confidence, ]( should repeat 
.A hat sl^. had 4ivulged, uod if die estraiiged me from my 
jmsband, she kepi me to herseUl { took especial cajc^ 
|lieiefi>re^ that my regard ibr him should not be under- 
(i«ined< J Aever tokl liim h^r situation, apd, contrary to 
}i€k wishes, Sir John and I remi^aed upon the s&me happy 
.dtrms we always had> 

.' Ji.wili scarcely be credited, (nevcrtlieloss it is strictly 
.ImPi.tfid those who were present must avow it, orper- 
jare themsek^) what hber^ tl^e Princess gave both to 
>er thoughts and h^r tongue^ in. respect to every part of 
4keftoyal Faailly^ It w^ disgastiqg to us^ beyond the 
4k>war of^lai^gnoge to dcscijhe, (and upon such occasipos 
«^# alwgrf Mk^^.aadJnqped; she could not be awareff 
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wlmt slW was talking about^ otherwke comtaoii fiunily 
aflection, common, sense, and common p<dicy, would 
have kept her silent. I^e said before the two Fitijgerald% 
Sir Sidney Smithy and ourselves^ tliat when Mr. Addiag^ 
ton liad his house given him^ His Majesty did not know 
wliat he was about, and waved her hand round and found 
her head) lauj^ing, atod sayings ** Certainly he did not ; 
*< .but the Queen got twenty ehousand, 90 that waa «)! 
^ very well." We were at) at a loss, and no one said 
any> thing. This^was at my houses one mdrntng; the Kst 
of the moming passed in abusing Mr.^AddingtoQ (now 
Lord 8idmDttth), ai)d her critiques upon bim closed b;^ 
saying, ^tt was nbi much wonder a Peace was not last* 
«• ing, when it was m&de by the son of a tjuaek doder.** 
Bcfbrc Miss Hamond, one evening at my house, - die ssidi 
^Prince WiHiam is going to Russia, and tfael^iiito be 
'^a grand alFmnce with a Rossian Princess, b«( it is not 
*^ very likely a Russitm Princess will marry the gr«uidson 
•* of a washerwoman.'* Sir Sidney Smithy who was pre- 
sent, begged her pardon, asserted it was »tiot to, Md 
wished to stop her, but she contradicted him, and ei> 
tered into all she knew of the pvivate* history of the DtH 
cltess's mother, saying, *< she wa» literaHy a common 
^ wt^shcrwoman, and the Duchess need ' not to take so 
<* mucli pains ami not to expose hersKin to the efien air^ 
^ when her mother had been in it all day long." When 
fhc was gone, Sir John was rery much disgusted, and 
itfitd. Her conversation had* been so low and ilUjudgedt 
and so much below her, that he was perfectly ashamed of 
her, and she disgraced her station. 'Sir Sidney Smith 
agreed, ^nd confessed he was astonished, for it must be 
confessed s}ie was not deserving of her station. After the 
Duke of Kent h.il been so kind as to come and take leave 
of iier, bjfore he last left England, upon the day I men- 
tioned, she delivered her critique upon His Royal High^ 
uf>s, sayi'rr, « He had the manners of a Prince, but was 
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*« a (QsagtefsMt man, and not to be trusted, and that Hltf 
^ M^esty had told him, ' Now, Sir^ when you> go to 
*' Gibr»itac, do not make such a trade of it as you did 
*^ when you went to Haliiax.' The Princess repeated, 
*^ Upon my honour it is true } the King said, ' Do not 
<f make snch a trade of it.* She went on to s^r, ** tlie 
^ Prince at first (»dered them all to keep away, but they 
'^ i»aae now scmietimes : however they w^re no \os^ for 
^ there is not a man among tbc»n all whom any one can 
^ make their firiendi" As I wa3 with the Princess one 
morning in her garden house^ (lis Royal Higlincss the 
Dnke of (^onxberland waited upon her. As soon as he 
was.goneshe said} ** He was a fix>lisl» boy^ and had been 
*^ aAkig her a thousand foolish question^'* She then 
told me every word of his secrets, which he had be^i teU- 
ing her ; in particular, a long story of Miss Kep^pcl, and 
that he Midi the old woman left th«n together, and 
wanted to take him in, and therefore he had cnt the con- 
nectitm* She said, she liked his countenance best, but 
she coold trace a little fiunily likeness to herself; but for 
all die rest they were very ill made, and bad plnnb-pud* 
ding bcesf which she could not bear* 'His Royal Hig^b- 
ness the Duke of Cambridge was next ridiculed* She said, 
^^ he looked exactly like a serjeant, and so vulgar with 
<^ his ears fiiU of powder.'* This was her Royal High'> 
ness's usual and favourite mode of amusing herself and her 
company. The conversation was always about men, 
praising the English men, reviling all English women, a< 
being the ugliest creatures in the world, and the worst, 
and always engaged in some project or another, as tlie 
impulse of the moment might prompt, without r^ord to 
consequences or appearances. Whether she amused 
other people in the same way, I know not, but she chose 
to relate' to me every private circumstance she knew rela- 
tive to every part of the Royal Family, and also every 
tiling relative to her own, with such sti-aiige anecdotes. 
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ftnd circumstatial accoonts of things that never are talked 
of^ that I again repeat, I hope I shall never hear again | 
and I remember once in my lytng-in-room, she gave such 
an account of Lady Anne Wyfidham's marriage^ and all 
her husband said on the occasion, that Mrs. Fttzgerahl 
•ent her daughter out of the room, while her Royal H^h 
ness finished her story. Such was the pers^m* we 
found her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales, and 
as we cominued to see her character and faults. Sir John 
and myself more and more, daily and hourly, regretted 
that the world could not see her as we did, and that hit 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales should have lost osy 
fopularitff when, from her own account (the only ao 
count we ever had) she was the aggressor from the begin- 
ning, herself ahtu^ and I, as an humble individual^ de« 
dare, that from the most hiartfdt and unfeigned convic^ 
tion, that I befieve, if any other married woman hod acted 
as her Royal Highness has done, I never yet have knows 
ajnan vriko^ could have endured it| and her temper is so 
tyrannical j capricious, and furious, that no man en eardi 
will ever bear it ; and, in private Kfe, any woman who 
had thus played and sported with her husband^s comforS 
and her husband's popularity, would have been turned 
out of her house, or left by herself in it, and would de^ 
servedly hav^ forfeited her place in society. I therefore 
again beg leave to repeat, firom the conviction of my own 
unbiaised understanding, and the conviction of my own 
eyes, no' human being could live with her, excepting her 
aervantsfor their wages; and anypoor unfortunate woman 
like the Fitzgeralds,for their dinner; and I trust and hope 
her real character will sometime or another be displayed, 
that the people of this country may not be imposed upon: 
The Princess was now sometimes kand and at others 
churlish, especially if I vrould not fall into her plans of 
ridiculing Sir John. About this time, one day at taUe 
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y^ ith hef, she began abusing Lady Runibold (whom she 
bad iiiTiled to see her a few days before,to give iter letters 
of recommendattoa if she went to Brunswick), and as the 
ibuse was in the usual riolem vulgar stile, ami I had never 
seen Lady Runibold but that one morning when she was 
her Royal Higlmess's guest, and cared nothing about 
her). I did not join in reWlmg her and Miss RumboIJ. 
Sit Sidney Smith was presenty-and as there appeared a 
great fvteudship between the Rumboldd and himj I 
thought it not civil to him to say any things and one al- 
ways concetreSy in being quite sileatj one must be safe 
from offending anj party. I was, however^ mistaken i 
Ufif tAaenring me silent, she looked at me in a dreadful 
paiaboy and saidf '* Why don't you speak. Lady Douglas* 
I know yoHlhink her ugly as well as us^ a vulgar common 
usUliiier^ Lord Heavens! that she wasj aad her daughter 
looks just like a girl that walk up the street," I si^ose 
•he expected, by this thundering appeal, to force me to 
^in in the abuse \ hut it had a contrary effect upon me* 
I chose to judge entirely for myself, and 1 was determined 
I would not ; therefore, when she had raved until she 
could' go on no longer, I ^d I did not think her ugly ; 
it was a harsh term. — ^I thought her manner very bad, and 
that she vi^s yery ill-dressed \ but, when young, I thought 
she must have been a pretty woman. This was past her 
power of enduring, which I really did not knoif, or I 
would have remained silent* She fixed her .eyes furiously 
upon me, and bawlM out, << Then you're a liar, -you*re a 
liar, and the littl^«hUd you're going to have will be a liar«" 
I pushed my plate from me, eat fto more, and renuined 
silent, and my first impulse waj^ to push back my chair 
and <)uit the house, but the idea that I should break up 
the party from table, and make a confusion, and al^^o my 
not being able to vra& home, and my carriage not being 
ordered Until night, left nie in my chair. The iconversa- 
lion was changed % at last, Sit^idney said again^ *« Well, 



67 

titese Ladies have had a severe trimmings they had better 
xtot have come to Blackheath,'^atid tfaetie aits .poor laAf . 
Douglas, looking as if she were gomg to executed." As 
I was verf far advanced in my pregnancy^ it agitated me 
gready, and I remained aloof and very shy all the even* 
ing. ' When I afterwards wrote to Sir Sidney Smith for 
Sir John, upon some common occurrence, I said, I do 
Slot Kke the Princess of Wales's mode of treating her 
guests : her calling me a liar was an unpardonable thing» 
^nd if she ever speaks upon the subject to you,' pray tdUr 
her I^id not like it, and that if I had been a man, I would 
have rather died than endured it*, that it is a thing which 
never, by any chance, occurs to a Lady ; on a repetitioo 
of k I will give up her acquaintance. I seems Sir Sidney 
Smith spoke to the Princess upon the subject ; for two 
days before I was confined, die made me a morning ^ail 
with the two Fttageralds, and, afj^er having sat a short 
time, said, <« I find you were very much afironted the 
other- day at my house, when I called you a liar; I d^ 
c!are I did not mean it as an aflfiront ; Lord Heavens.!^ ill 
iiny other language it is considered a joke ; is it not Mrs* 
Fitzgendd ?*' meaning, that in Germany it is a very goo4 
joke to call people liars (for Mrs. Fitzgerald does nqt 
know any language but Gcrmm and English); MfV*^ 
Tit^gerafd absolutely said, Yes They made me veryne^ 
vous, and I burst into tears, and told the Princess I only 
'wished her to understand such a thing was never don«j 
and was far from desiring her to apologize to me ( that I 
had now forgiven and forgotten it, though I confess^ at 
the time, I was very much hurt, and very jnuch wounded; 
that as I never heird of its being thought a joke in any 
country, I was not in the least prepared to receive it in 
that light; for that, in this contry, Kidies never used the' 
etpression, and men only to shew their greatest contempt; 
that I never bore malice twelve hours in my life, and 
there was an end of the matter. The PitzgeiUlds sat bf 
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•dmetimcs as awiieiioetappf oring by looks; tonietiines^ 
<3iKMon9 beggbg me not to crj, (after tliey had all tnodft 
fiHF), and praising her Royal Highness as the most ttag^ 
nanimousy amiaUe, good, beautiful^ and gractous Prin- 
cess in the world. In short, they tormented me till they 
made me qni^e hysterical ; and the Princess began then^ 
be frightened, and they all got np to look abovt the 
Sot hartshorn, or somethii^ of diat kind, to giye 
liie Princess crying, «Give her sometlung, gii« her siMne- 
dung; she is very much shook, and her nenres agitated} 
die will be taken ill.'' They gave me some water, | be* 
lieTe,and I did all I could to recover my spirits; but I Celt 
in piun, and Sir John came in soon after, and as I kxusw 
It wonldhurry him if hesaw me iU, I appeared as cheerful 
as I could, and they all went away^ the Princess takbg 
|M> notice to him. Her Royal Highness had adwaya said^ 
sb^ would be at my lying-in f ron^ this begiani|ig to the 
end, and commanded me constantly to bt hbt kaowy say«r 
Ing, «Ilntretiofearaboutme,andIwouldassaoQC08it 
over the Heath in the middle <^ the n^;ht as in the dayi 
t shall have a bottle of port wine on a table to keep up 
^pur spirits, a tambourine, and I'U inake yon sing.** I was 
^nwell all the night after |ier Royal H^hness had been 
with me, and remsuiied so all next day^ and next iiiQr% 
fng, by sia o'clock, was so ill, that Dr. Mackte, of 
Ijewishanif who was to attend me, was sent for. In the 
forenoon I begged Sir Jcim to write a note to Montague 
House, where it so happened I was to have dined with 
the party. He wrote that I had a head-ache^ and begged 
leave to remain at home, and the PrinceeS believed it, and 
went to town ; but upon her return, at five o'doick in the 
afternoon, she called before she weiit home to dress, to ask 
-after me, and finding how it was, wanted toruniq> into 
the room, but Dr. Mackle said positively she should not 
*come, and lodcad the door nearest him ti^ke^ her out. 
MissCholmondeley and Miss Fitzgerald were drove hoziic> 
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tnd her Rof a1 Highness and Mrs. FitsgemH stopped. 
Upon my giving a loud shriek she flew in at the other 
d9or» and came to me> doing eyerjr thing she possibly 
could to assist me, and held my eyes and head. The mo- 
ment she heard the child's voice she left me, flew round 
toDr.Mackie» pushed the nurse away, and received the 
child from Doctor Mackie* kissed it, and said no one 
should touch it until she had shewn it to me. Doctor 
Mackie was so confused and astonished, that, although 
an old practioner, he left the room* without giving me 
any thing to recruit my streiigth and avert fainting, as is 
the custom, and the nurse gave me what she thought best 
by which omission, however, I was not subject to faint 
away, but it was certainly a new mode of proceeding 
where life is at stake, and shewed more curiosity than ten- 
demoss for me. Before my little girl was brought to me, 
I observed, as her Royal Highness stood holding it, that 
Mn* Fitzgerald, the Nurse, and herself, were all intent, 
and speaking together, as if there was something peculiar 
in its appearace ; the circumstance alarmed me, fearing 
it was bom with some defect, and I asked eagerly too see 
it, and if all was right. The Princess upon this brought 
it to me, and said it was a remarkable large fine child, 
and they were only looking at a mark it had upon its left 
breast, certainly a very large one, and a little on its eyes, 
but it would go off. I recollected that, although I never, 
Virhien in a pregnant state, was subject to whims, longing, 
as thinking it very troublesome and foolish, yet I felt 
obliged, in this instance, to believe the old received opi- 
nion jboJK correct) for it happened, that during my visit 
at Mon^gue House in March, I was one Sunday morn- 
ing very much incompnoded by pains in my chest and sto- 
mach, and Her Royal Highness made Mrs. Sander give 
me some warm peppermint-water i there was raspberry* 
ice in the desert the same day, and I had just Ijegan to eftt 
|siin(s, when the Princess looked at me, ftnd said, My dete^ 
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lady Douglas^ you have forgotten the pain you were in 
this morning ; and, turning to her page, ordered him to'' 
take away my plate. 

(Signed) CHARLOTTE DOUGLAS, 

JOHN DOUGLASt 
In the presence of me, 
(Signed) 
AUGUSTUS FREDERICK, 

Dec. S, 1805. 
A true Copy» 

(Signed) B. BhomfieUU 



•Mr. Cole, the page j remoyed, and I can never 



describe my disappointment, I was almost inclined to re- 
monstrate, although there was* a large party of strangers, 
and I did express a desire to retain it, but the Princess 
would not allow of it : and as she had appointed herself 
|o the sole management of me, I was obliged to be quiet : 
My uneasiness, however, became extreme, and forgetting 
every thing but the ice in question, I asked a Mr.Hamer 
who sat next to me, to be so good as to ask for some ice, 
and by dint of asking him to do so, I at len^gth induced 
hin^ and at last he asked Lady Townshend for some more 
ice. I immediately toojc my spoon, and stooping a little, 
so that the flowers upon the plateau concealed me in part 
from the Princess, eat all Mr. Hamer's ice, whik he 
looked on laughing, and put his plate a little nearer td 
me that it might not look so odd. The following day I 
eat eight glasses of raspberry-ice at once, and was very 
well after it : and from that time sougfht it every where, 
and eat of it voraciously^ and I cannot help attributing 
the marks of my little girl to the circumstance. Her Royal 
Highness tlien kissed me, begged me to send for her 
whenever I liked, and she would come j desired I might 
have plenty ,of flannel about mcj of which she had sent 
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me some by Mrs. Fitzgeraldj and then vent home to 
dinner. I know not what she said or did among her party 
at home, but Miss Cholmondeley often said she should 
never forget the Princess on that day. All the month of 
August the Princess visited me daily ; in one of these 
vtsitSi after she had sent Mrs. Fitzgerald away, she drew. 
her chair close to the bedj and said, ^< I am delighted td 
see how well and easy you have got through this afiatr $ I^ 
who am not the least nervous, shall make nothing at all 
of it* When you hear of my having taken children in 
baskets from poor people, take no notice ; that is the way 
I mean to manage: I shall take any that offer, and the 
one I have will be presented in the same way, which, as I 
have taken others, will never be thought any thing about/^ 
t asked her, how she would ever get it out of the house i 
but she said. Oh, very easily. I said it was a perilous bn* 
sinessi I woufd go abroad if I were her ; but she laughed 
at my fears, and said she had no doubt but of managing 
it all very well. I wa$ very glad she did not ask me to 
assist her, for I was determined in my own mind never to 
do so, and she never did make any request of me, for 
which I was very thankful. I put the question to her, 
who she would get to deliver her? but she did not answer 
for a minute, and then said, I shall get a person over } I'll 
manage it, but never ask me about it; Sander was a good 
creature, and being immediately about her person and 
sleeping near her room, must be told ; but Miss Ghaunt 
must be sent to Germany, and the third maid, a young 
girl, kept out of the way as well as they could, I sug- 
gested, I was afraid her appearance at St. James's could 
not fail to be observed, and she would have to encounter 
all the Royal Family. Her reply was, That she Itaew. 
how to manage her dress, and by continually increasing 
large cushions behind, no one would observe, and £(Mrta« 
natcly the Birth- days were over, until she should have got 
rid of her appearance. In this manner passed ;dl t)ie timet 
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of mf cpn&nement> at the end of which she #ent Mn« 
FksgetaM to atteod roe to Church, and when I. went to 
pay my duty to Her Royal Highacs$» after I went abroad 
again, she toM me, wheitev^ I was quite «tout, she would 
hare the child chri^tenedji. that she meant to stand in per* 
•ofi» and I must find another godmother ^ Sir Sidney 
Saiitb would be die godfather. I named die Duchess of 
Athol^ as. a very amiable woman, of suitable rank, and 
aaid, that as there has been a long friendship betwixt Sir 
John's family and the Athol family, I knew it would be 
ireiy agreeable to him. Finding they were gone to Scot- 
land, we wrote to ask her Gracey and she wrote word she. 
woM stand godmother with great pleasure, and enclosed 
tea gttineasfor tfaenursc. ThePrincess invited Sir Sidney 
Smith» aad Mr. and Mrs. Spencer Smith, and Baron Her- 
beit» and Su^ John Douglas, to dine with her. Miss 
Cbolmotidcley and the two Fitzgendds were with her 
Royal Hig^tt, and in the eyening they all came i I 
etaid at home to receive her. The Qergyman from 
Lcwiiham Christened the child i the Princess named it 
Caroline Sidney. Aa soon as he was gone (iHiich was 
shortly after the ceremony was over), the .Prihcett sat 
down upon the carpet----a thing she was very fond of 
doing, in preference to sitdng upon the chairs, saying, it 
was the pleasantest lively afiair altogether she had ever 
known. She chose to sit upon die carpet the whole 
arening, while wr ail sat upon the chairs. Her Royal 
Highness was dressed in the lace dress which, I think^ihe 
wore at Fxogmore fete--^pearl necklace, bracelets, and 
annbands, a pearl bandeau round her head, and a long 
bceveil. Whensupper was announced, her RoyalHigh- 
ness went in and took the head of the table, and eat an 
amazing sopper of chicken and potted lamprey, which 
she would have served to her on the same plate, and eat 
them together. After the supperahe called the attention 
ef the party to my good looks, and saying I was as lively 
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and tspeigU'iA ever} said, that I hftd sucK skarp efM» t 
found her out in everjr things adding. Oh \ she foand xom 
out one dajr in such a thing when I was at luhcheoni and 
gave me a look which was so expressive that I was sure sht 
knew. This speech, which she, between herself and 
me, was algebra to the partjr« I did now know what to 
doy but I saw the secret cost her dear to keep, and she was 
ready to betrajr it to any one she met, bj the strange things 
she said and did ; I laughed and said, if my eyes have 
been too observing I am sorry, I never intended them !• 
be; I cannot be quite so potiie as to say, •< mysi^ 
offends I will put tt out"^ becattse I think with Sberidani 
that the prejudice is strongly in favour of two \ but depend 
ttpon iti at aH future luncheons I will do nothing but eat« 
She was in great spirits, staid until two o'clock in th« 
morning, and riien, attended by Miss Chotmondefey amt 
the Fttzgcralds, went home. Her- Royal Higfaness's civv 
lities continued \ she desired me constantly to bring mf 
children to Montague House, and also ' die inlmt ;^ and 
when I would have retired to suckle it, sho would not 
sufier me, but commanded me to do it in the drawing-rooni 
where she was ; and she came with her ladies visiting m^ 
both mornings and evenings, and nursing little Carolina 
for hours together. I saw now the Princess had told Mrt# 
Sander, who, I believe, was a very quiet good kind of wo^ 
man, and her countenance was full of concern and anxi«ty« 
She appeared desirous of speaking to me, and was uo^ 
usually obsequious : but the Princess always watched 
tis both dose \ if Sander came into a room, and I went to-* 
wards her, the Princess came close, or sent one or anothei^ 
away» so that I could never speak to her. The Princess 
had now quarrelled with Sir Sidney Smith, to whom she 
had been so partial, and to every part of whose family she 
had been so kind, telling us constantly that she liked 
them all^ because old Mr. Smith had saved the Duke- of 
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Bmnswick'ft life. As Sir Jbhii was Sir Sidney's frieiidy 
she therefcNre wsia shy of us all, and we saw little of her— 
but oo the SOth of Oct^ober I went to call upon her before 
I kft Blickheatbj and met her. Royal Highness ju^t re« 
turned from churchi walking before her own house with 
Mrs. Fitzgerald and her daughter, dresset^ in a long Spa- 
nish velvet cloak and an enormous mu£F, but which toge- 
ther could not conceal the state she was in, for I saw di- 
rectly she.waa very near her time, and think I mast have 
•een it if I had not known her situation. She appeared 
naoi^osey and talked a little, but did not ask to go in, and 
^ter taking a few turns returned home. In about a fort- 
night we received a note, the Princess requesting neither 
Sir John or I to go to Montague House, as her servants 
were afraid iome of the children she had. taken had the 
measles, and if any infection remained about the bousey 
we' might carry it to our child* We wrote a note eacpres- 
uve t>f our .thanks for her obliging precautions, and that 
Hre vvQuld not go to Montague House, until we had tlic 
honor of receiving Her Royal Highnesses commands. The 
Princess never sent for us, and when I left my card before 
I went to pass Christmas in Gloucestershire, I was not 
admitted i so that I never saw her after the 13/A* of Ocfa* 
btr i but I hcaird the report of her having adopted an iu« 
fant, and Miss-Fitzgerald told it me as she rode past my 
house, bat would not come in^ for fear she should bring thi 
vuatsl^s. Upon my return to Blackheath in January, 
\ called to pay my duty. I found her packing a small 
black bpx, aud an infant sleeping on a sofa, with a 
piece of scarlet cloth thrown over it. She appeared con- 
fused, and hesitated whether she should be rude or kind, 
but recovering herself, chose to be the latter ; said, she 
was happy to see me, and then taking me by the hand led 
me %o the sq^ and*4incovering the child^ said. Here is 
the little boy, I had him two days after I saw you last ; ts 
not it a nice little child ? the upper part of his face x% very 
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fine* She was going to have said more, when Mn. T-kr-*" 

gerald- opened the door and came in. The Princess coi»- . 

suited what I had better haye, what would be good for* 

me. I declined any thing, but she insisted upon it I^ 

should have some soup, and said, my dear Fttzgeirald,' 

pray go out and order some nice brown soup to be broiighr 

here for Lady Douglas. I saw fVom this the Princess- 

wished to have spoken to me more fully, and Mrs. Fitz*^ 

geraldsaw it likewise, for instead of obeying, she rung 

the bell for the soup, and then sat down to tell me the'» 

whole fable of the child having been brought by a poor 

wbman from Deptford, whose husband had left her, that 

'Mr. Stikeman the Page, had the honour of bringing it in;^ 

that it was a poor little ill-looking thing when first broqgtity 

but now, with such great care, was growing very pretty^ 

and that as Her Royal Highness was so good, and had 

taken the twins (whose father would not let them remain) 

and taken this, all the poor people would be bringiiig^ 

children. The Princess now took the child up, and I 

was entertained the whole morning by seeing it fed, and 

tvertf service rf every kind petfirmedfir it ky Her Reyat 

Highness th Princess of Wales. Mrs. Fitzgerald aired the 

BapkinSy arid the Princess put them on \ and from this* 

time the drawing-rooms at Montague House, were lite^ 

rally in the stiie of a common nursery. The tablea were 

. covered with spoons, plates, feeding-boats^ and dotlies^ 

found the fire ; napkins were hung to air, and the fkarhie 

hearths mfere strewed with napkins which were taken from 

,ihi child; ior, very extraordinary to relate, this was a 

part of the ceremony Her Royal Highness was particu* 

iarly tenacious of always pe rf orming herself let the con*- 

pany be who they might. At first the child si pt with 

her she told 4ne, but it made her nervous, and therefore 

4 nurse was hired to assist- in taking charge of it, and M 

him to sleep with« The Princes said one day to me as 

she was nutling him, he bad a little milk for two or three 
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d«ft, but it 4id not ^ 86 we bring him up bj band wicb 
all kind of nourisbing thiiigt» and yoa see hov wdl be 
Arives \ so that I realljf always supposed she had attempt* 
tt to suckle it. Another time she shewed me bis hand^ 
which has a pink mark upon it, and said^ it was very sin- 
gjular tpih ot$r ekiUrm should be maiked, and she 
thought hit chiWs came from her having some wine 
dirown on her handi for she did not look much at little 
Qanrfine's mark. The Princess now adopted a new mode 
of inviting us to see her. She would invite either Sir 
Jdm or I9 but never both togedier as formerlf. I conclu* 
ded from this, that ^tii^ she found it so dificult to keep 
Hfen hir own ucwet, she could ill imagme I had been able 
fa iif kerSf and therefore under the impression that hj 
thai time I must have told Sir John, did not like to meet 
both our eyes ; and if she saw Sir John ^ithQutme» oould 
better judge by his looks and manner whether I bad di* 
nulged or not. I conclude sbe was at length satis&ed 
I had not : f6r we wece one momii^ both invited i^pia 
in the former nunner, to a breakfast, and as it was a vjery 
furiously arranged party, I will put down the names, for 
to the. person who is to peruse this detail, it will confiroi 
the idea that Her Royal Highness cannot always haom 
correctly what she is about. When we entered, the Prin- 
cess was sitting upon a sofa, elegantly dressed in a white 
and silver drapery, which covered her Jiead and fdl all 
aver her person, and die had her little boy upon her 
bnee elegantly dressed likewise. The guests were^ Her 
Royal Highness Princess Charlotte of Wales, with Miss 
Hunt, her Governess, Captain Manby, of the Nat y, Mr. 
Spencer Smith, the Fitzgeralds, and ourselves. She got 
"Up and nursed the child, and carrying it to Sir John« said, 
«< Here, Sir John, this is the Deptford boy, I suppose 
c< you have heard I have taken a little child." Sir John 
only said, Tes, he liad, and it seemed a fine baby. She 
scented pleased and satisfied that I had not told hin^ and 
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flMfi Mt dowtt Id -tM^ VWhtlfi • chiMritfr Ae PnM<«f 
GhjvioHe Qii to right hand, taking me by ihe hand find 
pamiag me on ber kft hand, told Captain Maaby to sir at 
the copy and Mr* Spencer Sioaith at the boftom, and ^ir 
John and the Fkagerald's faced ua. PrtiKeaa Charlotle 
had a phiia dinner prepared for ber in another room* ac- 
oording to cuatoniy' and came in irhetf oar desert waa 
pboed, when .we all aat down again at we were «tttag» 
«acepc Miaa Hunt, who waa never ord^ed to ait, but» 
stood a few jatda from Princeas Charlotte. About five 
o'clock Her Roywl HighaeaB rote firom table, the Ihtia 
bof aras in-dnght in agahit Princeas Charlotte played with 
it, and the Pciacass of Wales wished all of as a good 
laoming, and we broke ap, totallf at a loss to concave 
what amasement at could be to coUect as together. This 
bieakf ast aras a kisid of JimsU. We had very Uttle mte^ 
coarse. Her Royal Highness would walk past our baase^ 
for the exptass purpose of shewing she did not mean td 
oane in^ aiid when iare did ace her she always abased Sir 
Sidney Smitlu Often aaid, she wtaidered I liked to live 
at Sttdi a dall ^aoe aa Blackheath, and in ahort» gave aa 
Uata we cootd-not raisun<ferstatul» that she aranted aa 
away. At this time Sir John received a lefttec firon^ his 
division» asfraswe of the General's wish that he wouM 
go to Plymouth, and therefore (without an Admiralty 
Order) he detenained to go to emancipate ourselves from 
the Princess of Wales, and as soon as we could dispose of 
the furniture, I followed him, leaving the house empty, 
which was oars three months after I quitted it. The .day 
Sir John was to set off, the Princess walked to our house, 
land though his trunks were in the room, and he was oc- 
.coptedy would have him sit down and talk to her, 0ver^ 
/moerigg him and myself now with kindness, and said, 
'she could eat aomething. She did so, ataid four hours in 
the house, and at parting, took Sir John by both hands* 
wished him e?ery good wi«h> and bjegged him always to 
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reeollect how hftppy she should be to see him agarln^ laiA 
that she would be wry kind to me in Us ahsence ; howcnrer/ 
after he was gone, she never came near me, or offered 
me any kind of civiiitj whatsoever* When I was upon 
the eve of dq;>arture9^ called upon her and took her god- 
daughter and my other little girl with me. She waft al* 
most nncivil, and paid little or no atteation if I spoke. X 
said the chOdren were with me, but she did not answer^ 
and after speaking four or five hours very unpleasantly,- 
suffiering all the unpleasant feeling of being where I had 
been courted and idolized, I begged permission at last to 
go away. When I went out, ^o my surprisej I found die 
children had been kept in the passage near the front door, 
with the door open to Blackheath, in a December day, 
with four opposite doors opened and shut upon them^ in- 
stead* of being taken to the housekeeper's room, as they 
always had been. My maid had at length begged the 
footman to go to a fire,' as the children cried dreadfully, 
and were very cold. I understood the man was a foot* 
man, of the name of Gaskin, I think, and his answer was, 
if the children are cold, you can put them back into the 
carriage and warm them. I took diem home tmaedn 
ately) and was inclined to return and ask why they, had 
been thus all of a sudden treated with this brutality and 
impertinence, and which was *doubly cruel in Sir John's 
absence; but I deferred going until I meant to take my 
final leave, which I did on the following Sunday. Doctor 
Bumaby was standing in the hall widi every thiog pre* 
pared for the Princess to rcc^ve the sacrament. I was 
ushered through notwithstanding, and the footmen 
seemed to go to and fro as much at their ease, as if no 
such thing was preparing. She was standing in ihfi draw- 
ing room, and received me with Mrs. Lisle and Mrs. 
Fitzgerald. I said I should have been gone before, had 
it been in my power, and in compliance with her com- 
mands, had come to take my leave. She did not ask me 
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to ttt down, but said — God bkss yeu : good byb. I thea 
taidj I was much concerned I bad brought my little gixU 
a few days past, and that 1 should never, have done so, 
but from her Royal Highness's repeated desire. She said, 
.she was sorry ; and asked, who used them so. I told her, 
one of her livery servants, and Sir John would not like to ' 
hear it. Her Royal Highness said, stop a moment : * 
flew past me through the hall where Doctor Burnabj 
stood waiting for her, up to her own room, and returned 
with a white-paper box, pushing it into my hand — 
God bless you, my dear Lady Douglas. I said, I wishe4 
to decline taking any thing, that my object in coming 
there was to offer her my duty, and tell her how ill my 
children had been used. I could not conceive how an^: 
footman could use the freedom of treating Sir John's 
children so, unless he bad been desired. She only 
answer^, «Oh ! no indeed: good bye." I attempted 
to pot the box* into her hands, saying I had rather not 
have it ; but she dropt her hands and turned away. I 
therefore wished Mrs. Lisle and Miss Fitzgerald good 
gi grmng, and went away. Doctor Burnaby spoke to me 
as I passed him, and, looking back, I saw Her Royal 
Highness's head ; she was looking out after me, to see tf 
she .had fairly got rid of nie, and laughing immoderately 
at Dr* Burnaby in his gown, I quitted her house, re* 
solved' never to re*enter'it but for 'forms-sake, and wrote 
.her word, that as I. had long been treated rudely, and my 
children, whom she courted to her house, were now in- 
sulted there, I felt a dislike to accepting a present thrown 
at me, as it were, under such unpleasant circumstances ^ 
that I had not untied the box, and requested shevrould 
^mit mt to return it; and that as I was an English Gen- 
tlewoman, and defied her to say she had ever seen a single 
tnipxx>prietyi in my conduct, I would never suffer myself 
to be ill U6od without a cle^r explanation. The Princess 
wrote back a most haughty imperious reply, desiring n^eto 
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lt«ep the box, sttled herself Pnneess of Wales in almost 
every Iine» and insulted me to such a degree, that I re- 
turned an answer insisting upon her explaining herself. 
This she returned me unopened, saying, she would not 
open any second letter, and had therefore sent it to me to 
plit in the fire, and that she was ready to put the matter 
in oblivion, as she desired me to do, wished me and my 
ieBT little children well, and should at all times be glad to 
•ee her foimer neighbour. I did as she desired, and went 
away at Christmas without ever seeing or hearing more of 
Her Royal Highness, and found in the upper box a gold 
necklace, ymth, a medallion suspended from it of a moefc. 

Thus ended my intercourse, for the present, w4th the 
Prinees^of Wales, and the year 1909* 

When we resided in Devonshire, seeing by the papei^ 
that Her Royal Highness .was ill, we sent 2 note of ew* 
quiry to the lady in watting, which was answered very po>- 
litiely, and eveki in a friendly manner by Her Royal I£^- 
uess's orders. Upon the arrival of the Duke of Susses 
from abroad. Sir John returned to town to attend him, ami 
when he drove to Blackheatb to see our friends, I left my 
card for Her Royal Highness, who uras visitii^ Mr. Can^ 
ntng; the moment she returned home she commanded 
Mrs. Vernon to send me word never to repeat my visits 
to Blackheatb. I gave Sir Joht| the note, tnd must eon« 
fess, accustomed as I had been to her haughty overbearing 
caprice, yet this exceeded my belief of what she wus ca«- 
pabk of, being so inconsistefnt with h&r two last letters $ 
but the fact was, she thought we were gone above 900 
miles from her, and should be there for many years, and 
she never calculated upon the return of His Royal High- 
ness the Duke of Sussex, having Veiy often fold me Hi^ 
Royal Highness would never live in England, in His Ma^ 
jesty's life-time ; that she was certain of that, and had 
reasons for knowing it : and Sir John would never have 
him here. I suppose she had taken this into her head, be- 
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cause she wished itv and, thereforei the return of His Royal 
Highness was a mortal death-blow to aJI her hopes on 
this. score.} and when she found that His Royal Highness 
was not .oi|ly reairned, but that Sir John was in at* 
tendance, and that His Rojal Highness was in Carlton 
Hovise^ . where Sir John might see, and have the honour 
of being made known to the Prince of Wales, hery^iir and 
^^^ got the better of every prudent consideration, and sb^ . 
commanded Mrs. Vernon to dismiss me as I have men« 
tioned. Had the Princess of Wales written to me herself, 
and told me, in a civil manner, that she would thank me 
to keep away, I should have. acquainted her, that I wished 
and desired to do so, and had only called for the sake of 
appearances, and there the matter would have ended \ un« 
less I had ev^r been called upon (as I am now) by His Ma^ 
jesty, or the Heir Apparent* In. that care^ as in this, I 
should have made it my sabred duty to have.answered, af 
upon, my oath ^ but. die circumstance of being driven out 
of her hous^ by the hands of the lady in waiting, as if I 
had deserved it| .and as if I were a culprit, was wounding 
one with a poisoned arrow, whidi left the wound to fester 
after it had torn and stabbed me ) it was a refinement in 
insultf for the Princess had always been in the habit of 
writing to me hfneff^ and had commanded me never to* 
hold intercourse with her through her ladies, but almiys 
directly to lurstjfi and so particular were her directions 
and permission upon tbia head, that she told me never to 
put ff^y lettjers under cover, but always direct them to her- 
setf. I felt so miserable, that Mrs. Vernon, to whom I 
was known, and for whom Sir John and my;>elf had an 
este^f should think ill of me, and I therefore wrote to 
the Princess, saying, « From the moment she jadg d 
propel* to come into my family, I had clways conducted 
myself towards Her Royal Highness with the respect her 

high station demanded^ and that when she forc^ her 

• M 
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seccets upon rae, I had (whatsoever my sentiments were} 
kept them most honourably for her, never yet having ereo 
told Sir John, although I gave him my full confidence to 
aUoth^ things ; nor had I even, under my present aggra* 
ration, imparted it^ or meant ; — that after such generous 
conduct on my part, I was at -a loss to' conceive what she 
proposed to A^rxri^ by persecuting me \ that I was afflicted 
at being so placed in the opinion of a good woman, like 
Mrs. Vembn, and who was free to say what she pleased 
upon the subject every where / that it was half as bad to be 
thought ill of as to deserve it \ and that I would wait upoa 
Mrs. Vernon, and detail to lier a circumstantial account of 
every thing which had occurred since I had known her 
Royal Highness i and I would acquaint my husband and 
family with the same, and leave them, and the circle of 
my friends, to judge betwixt her Royal Hig^ess and 
myself} that I would not lie under an imputation of har- 
ing done wrong; and I took my leave of Her Royal 
Highness Jbr ever^ only first regretting I had ever known 
her, and thankful to be emancipated from Montague 
House, and that she owed it to me to hare, at least dis;- 
missed me in a civil manner, by her own hands/* Tliis 
letter her Royal Highness returned unopened \ but, from 
its appearance, I had strong reason to believe she had 
read it. I was resolved, however, if she had not« she 
should be taught better, as she might not treat any odier 
person so iU as she had me, and my mind was bent upon 
speaking to Mrs. Vernon ; I was nearly certain, if I wrote, 
to Mrs. Vernon, die Princess would make her send my 
letter back, and therefore I wrote Mrs. Fitzgerald nearly 
a copy of what I sent her Royal Highness> and called 
upon her^ as she had been always present, to say, if she 
ever satr any thixfg in my behaviour to justify any rude* 
ness towards me \ that I was precisely what the Princeu. 
found me, when the Princess walked \kfto her knees m 
smvf te seek ny acquaintance^ and precisely the same^ in^ 
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proofs of her friendship, and whose Tying-in she had at^, 
tended in so particular a manner, and had thought worthy, 
of shedding tears oyer; that Her Royal Highness bad« 
thought proper to confide in me a secret, of very lerwus. 
h^fortanci to herself; and I would not, after acting ii^ 
th^ most honourable manner to her^ be dismissed by a 
lady in waiting \ and I meant to be at Montague House, 
and hare a satisfactory conversation with Mrs Vernon %• 
and therefore she would be so good as acquaint Her Roy« 
al Highness with the contents of my letter, or lay it before. 
Her Royal Highness. Mrs. Fitzgerald sent back a con* 
fused note, saying, she could not show the Princess my 
letter, unless she was called upon \ and when she ope ned- 
it her disappointment was great, for she expected to hare- 
found respectful inquiries after Her Royal Highness's 
finger (which was hurt when she went to see Mr. Can- 
ning), and that I might make mj mind easy, as ladies in. 
waiting nerer repeated any thing \ and she was astonishedT. 
I had thrown out such a hint. A day or two after a note 
waf sent to Sir John, as if nothing had happened, request- 
ing him to go to Montague House. The servant who- 
Inrought it drove Mrs. Vernon from Blackheath home to her. 
own house in town, and I have no doubt it will be found 
(if inquiry is made) that Mrs. Vernon was put prematurely 
out of her waiting, lest I should explain with her. Sir 
John obeyed Her Royal Highnesses summons, and she 
received him in the most gracious pleasant manner, tak- 
ing IS much pains to please and flatter him no^u as she had 
formerly done by me, and began a conversation with him 
velatlog to a General Innes^ of the Marines, whom th^ 
Admiralty diought proper, with many others,- to put upon 
the retired list ; Ae expressed an ardent desire to get that 
officer reinstated, and consulted Sir John^ as belonging to 
the same corps, how she could accomp)i:>fa such an under- 
taking. Sir John listened tQ her attentively, and made 
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such rhin^ was erer done. She then said she must speak 
to Lord Melville about it, as it was a hard case. The lan- 
cheoii was then an ^ouriced, and she ordered Sir lohn to 
atte id herf elf and the ladies. Sir John found Mrs. Ver- 
non was sent cfF, and a lady was there whom he did not 
kn^w, but th ught was Lady Carnarvon. When they 
wre all seated Sir John remained on his legs, and she 
looked anxiously at hi^, and said, «< My dear Sir Jofan^ 
sit down and eat.*' He bowed, with distant respect, and 
siai'^ he could not eat ; that he was desirous of returning 
to town 4 and if Her Royal Highness had no further bttbi- 
ness wiih h m, he would beg leave to go. The Princess 
lacked quite disconcerted, and said. What not eat any things 
ilot sit down ; pray take a glass of wine then. He bowed 
srgain as befryre, and repeated that he could neither eat 
nor drink. Well then, she said, « Come again soon, my 
dear Sir John; always glad to see you." Sir John made 
no reply, bowe/ and efc the room. I now received, by 
the twopenny post, a long anonymous letter, written, by 
this restless mischieveus person, the Princess of Wales, in 
which, in ngu ge which any one who had ever heard 
her speak, would have known to be hers, she called me all 
kind of na les, unpudont, siify^ nvretched^ ungraiefui, and 
illiteral (meaning ilHierate), she tells me to take thatj and 
it will mend my /// temper^ &c. Uc &c. and say^ she is m 
j)erson high in this government, and has often an oppor- 
tun'ty of • freely with His Majesty, and she thinks my 
conduct authorizes her to tell him off; and that she is my 
Only true and integer frtend. -Such is the spirit of this fo« 
rei;^ner, which would have disgraced a house-'naid to have 
written, and it 'encloses a fabricated anonymous letter, 
which she pretends to h<ive rece ed, and upon which she 
bu ir her doubtb ^nd disapprobation of me, as it adrises her 
not to trust me, for xhat I am indiscreet, and tell every 
body khar tite chiki she took from Deptford, was her own. 
* So in the authenticated co|)y ; some words seen omitted. 
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Tke vhole conseructkm of both these epistles, from be^ 
ginning to'end, are evtdentljr that of a foreigner, and m 
▼ery ignorant one, and the Tulgartty of it is altogether 
quite shocking* In one part she exclaims that she did 
not think I should have had the impmdence to come on her 
do9r a^atn, and tells me 'tis for my being indiscreet and 
tnt having miloiwid her tp call me a liar^ that she treats me 
Auiy and chat I would do well to remember the story of 
Henry the B^hKs Qneen, and Laefy Douglas. I was in* 
staotly satisfied it was from her Royal Highness the Prin- 
cess of Wales, and that Mrs. Fitzgerald had shewn her 
my lett^, and this was her answer to it« I immediately 
carried it to Sir John Douglas, who said he was sure it 
came from the Princess, and he shewed it to Sir Sidney 
Smithy who said, every word and expression in it were 
those which the Princess of Wales constantly used.- Sir 
John desired me now to give him a full explanation of 
what her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales had con« 
fidcd to me, and whether I had ever mentioned it. I 
gare him my solemn word of honour it had never passed 
my lips, and I was only now going to utter it at his post* 
ttve desire* That Her Royal Highness the Princess of 
Wales toM me she was with child, and that it came to 
Kfie at Lady WiUoU|{hby's, that if she was discovered she 
would give the Prince of Wales the credit, for she slept 
at Carlton House twice the year she was pregnant-; that 
die often spoke of her situation, compared herself and 
me to Mary and Elizabeth, and told me when she shewed 
me the child, that it was the little bqy she had two days 
after I last saw her, that was the SOth of October ; there* 
fore her son was bom upon the 1st of November, and I 
take a retrospect view of things after I knew the day of 
his birth, and found Her Royal Highness must have gone 
down stairs and dined with all the Chancellors about the 
fourth day after she was delivered, with the intention if 
discoveied of having them all to say they dined with her 
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ill perfect healdi so early in Noremberi diat it could not 
be. Sir John recollected all her whinUf and weot - OTer 
her whole conduct^ and he firmly beliefea her to be Mr 
muher rf the repuui Deptfiri chiUL I then acquainted 
him of the pains she had taken to estrange my mind and 
afiecdons from him^ and he saw her pursuit of nowchang* 
ing sides, and endeavouring to estrange him from me* 
lest if we lived in a happy state of confidence^ I might 
make known her situation to him \ and we agreed, that a* 
we had no means of communicating at present with His 
lilajesty, or the Heir (Apparent, we must wait patiently 
until called upon to bring forward her conduct, as ther« 
seemed Uttle doubt we should one day be. Finding that 
Sir John Douglas did not choose to yisit where his wife 
was discarded and hurt in the estimation oi her acquain* 
tance, her fury became so unbounded, that she sought 
what she could do most attroQious, wicked, and inhuman » 
she reached her* it would seem, a^ the result 

was, she made two drawings w|th a pea and ink* . and 
sent them to us by the twopenny post, repiesentii^ use 
as having disgraced myself with his old friend Sic Sidney 
Smith. They are of the most indecent nature, drawn 
with her own hand, and words upon them in her own 
hand-writing. Sir John, Sir Sidney, and myself, can all 
swear point blank vdthout a moment's hesitatbn ; and if 
Her Royal Highness is a subject and amenable to the bwi 
of this country (and I conceive her to be so) she ought to 
be tried and judged by those laws for doing thuf , to throw 
firebrands into the bosom of a quiet family.* My hn»^ 
band, with that cool good sense which has ever marked 
his character, and with a belief in my innocence, which 
nothing but facts can stagger (for it is founded upon my 
having been faithful to him nine years before ,we were 
married, and seven years since), as well as his long ac* 
quaintance with Sir Sidney Smith's character and disposi* 
tion, and havbg seen the Princess of Wales's loose an4 

. * A blaak in the autbtntieatcd cop/. 
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vidpii» chanctert put the letten m hU pockety and went 
idstantlj to Sir Sidney Smith. Sir Sidney was as much, 
astonished as we had been. Sir John then told him, he 
pmt the question to him, and expected an answer such as 
an officer and gentleman ought to give to his friend : Sir 
Sidney Smith gavs Sir John his hand, as his old friend 
and companion, and assured him, in the most .solemn 
namiery as an officer and genlteman, that the whole was 
the most audacious and wicked calumny } and he would 
swear to its bring the hand^writing of the Princess of 
Wales ; and that he believed Lady Douglas to be the same 
virtuous domestic woman he diought her, when Sir John 
first made him known t o her. Sir Sidney added, «« I 
never said a word to your wife, but what you might have 
beard } and had I been so base as to attempt any thing of 
the kind under your roof, I should deserve for you to shoot 
me like a mad dog. | am ready to go with Lady Douglas 
and yourself, and let us ask her what she means by it : 
confiront her;" Accordingly Sir John wrote a note to the. 
kdy in waiting, which was to this effect : « Sir John 
and Lady Douglas, and Sir Sidney Smith, present 
their oompHments to the lady in waiting, and request she 
will have the goodness to say to her Royal Highness the 
Princess of* Wales, that they are desn-ous of having an au^ 
dience of her Ropl Highness immediatelj." We re- 
ceived no answer to this note : but, in a few days, an 
answer was sent to Sir Sidney Smidi, stating, that Her 
Royal Highnesr the Princess of Wales was much indis- 
' posed and could not see any one at present. This was di- 
rected to Sir Sidney Smith, at our. house, although he 
did not live there. This was an acknowledgment of her 
guilt : she could not face us $ it was satisfactory to us al!, 
for it said^^I am the author, let me oflFj but to make 
one^s satisfaction upon this the more perfect, and to warn 
her of the danger she*runs of discovery, when she did such 
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Aagnxit things, I wrote the aoder-Mnrirten note 9nd {mC 
it into the Post Office, directed to herself. 
« M1.DAM9 
«< I received your former anonymous letter safe : also 
M your two last, with dmwings. 

<« I ani. Madam, 
(Signed^ <^ Tour obedient servant, 

«« CHARLOTTE DQUGLAS- 



It appears evident that Her Royal Highness received 
this safe, and felt how she had committed herself, for, in- 
stead of returning it in the old style, she sent for his Royal 
Highness the duke of Kent, and reifuested him to send 
for Sir Sidney, and by the post Sir Sidney received an ano- . 
nymous letter, saying, the writer of that wished for no ^ivil 
£ssentionSi and that there seldom was a difference where, 
if the parties wished it, they could not arrange matters- 
Sir Sidney^ Smith broi^ht this curious letter to Aew Sir 
John, and we were all satisfied it was from Her Royal 
Highness, who, thinking Sir Sidney ^d Sir John might, 
by this time, be cutting each other's throats, sent very gra- 
ciously to stop them : in short, she called them civU dls^ . 
lifOions* His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, being 
employed to negotiate, sent for Sir Sidney Smith, and ac- 
quainted him, that he was desired by her Royal High-, 
ness to say, that she would see Sir Sidney Smith in 4he 
course of a few days, provided, when he came to her,^ he 
avoided all disagreeable discussions whatsoever* His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Kent tl^en sought from Sir Sidney 
an explanation of the matter ; Sir Sidney Smith, then 
gave the Duke of Kent a full deuil of circumstances^ 
and ended by saying, << We all could, and would, swear 
the drawings and words contained in those covers were 
written by the Princess of Wales \ for, as if she were fully 
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to convict herself, she had sealed one of the covers with 
the identical seal she had used- upon the coreri when she 
summoned Sir John to luncheon at Montague Hoase.'^ 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, finding what a 
scrape she had entangled herself in, exclaimed, « Abomi- 
nable ! foolish, to be sure ; but Sir Sidney Smith, as this 
maitter, if it makes a noise, may distress his Majesty, and 
be injurious to his health, I wish Sir John and Lady 
Douglas would (at least for the present) tty XS> forget it : 
and if my making them a visit would be agreeable, and 
soothe their minds, I will go with all my heart, though I 
am not yet acquainted with them, and I will speak fully 
to the Princess of Wales, and point out to her the danger 
of doing such things ; but, at all events, it would be very 
injurious to His Majesty's health, if it came to his ears 
just now." Sir Sidney Smith came from His Royal High* 
ness the Duke of Kent to us, and delivered His Royal 
Highness's message. Sir John declined all negotiati<lh ; but 
told Sir Sidney Smith, that he was empowered to say ta 
the Duke of Kent from him, that of whatever extent he 
might * his injuries, and however anxious he 

might be to seek justice, yet when he received such an 
intimation from one of the^oyal Family, he would cer« 
tainly pause before he took any of those measures he meant 
to take 'f and if^that was the case, and his Royal High* 
ness the Duke of Kent was desirous 'of his being 4|uiet, 
lest his Majesty's health or peace might be dinurbed by 
it, his duty, and his attachment to his Sovereign were so 
sincere, that he would bury (for the present) his private 
calamity, for the sake of His Majesty's repose and the pub* 
lie good \ but he begged to be clearly understood, that he 
did not mean to bind himself hereafter, but reserve to him- 
self a hill right of exposing the Princess of Wales, when 
he judged it might be done with greatest effect, and when 
it was not likely to disturb the repose of this country. 

* So in the aotbenticaied copjr* 
• N 
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. ffir Sidney Sniith toU m that 1^ h|td Mivcced Sir 
iclin't message, wr^otfoi, tQ the Duke of ](Lent; and, a 
short time afterw^d8y his Royal Higfajpiess comn^mied Sir 
Idm and Sir Sidney to dine with KirQ at Kensington Pa* 
lace $ bnt rhe Duke of Kent did not^ipeak to 3ir John 
mpbn the subject, and the matter rested them, apd wpald 
kaTe slept for a time, had not the Princefs of Wales r^ 
eommenccd a fresh tomat of outrage against Sir ^c^a s 
and h^id he not discoveffed, that she was atteoipt^ng t9 
undemmie hia and Lady Douglas's character* Sir fobi^ 
Aerefore, was compelled Id communicate bis sitoatiQ^ to 
His Royal Highness tke Duke of Sus^efc, ia order that 
he flsight acquaint tbe Royal Famity of the maimer ibt 
Princess of Wales was proceeding |n, and to clai^ His 
Majesty's and the Heir Apparent's protection. His llopil 
Highness the Duke of Sussex, with that goodness aiid cqh* 
aideradon Sir John eapected from him, Ivis iuforme«l HW 
Royal Highness^the Prince pS WsJe9> who eeut Sir Mm 
wiovd, that << He desired t<o have a fuU defeaU of sA thai 
passed during their acquainUuoe with ^er Hoyst Higbr 
ness the Princess of Wale9, and how Uiey became known 
to her, it appearing to the Heir Apparent, froui the ror 
presentation of his Royal Highness the Duke of Susaen, 
that Hia Majesty's dearest iitterests, and thoae of tlus 
country, were very deeply involved in the question ; His 
JILoyal Highness tho Prince af Wales hu commandftl 
them to be very circumstantial in dieir detail Msptcting 
all they may know relative to ^ the child the PrinceM nt 
Wales affected to adc^ Sir John and Lady Doughs re- 
port^ that, bring so called upon, they feel it their duty to 
sbtail what they know, fdr the information of Hb Majjesty 
and the Prince of Wales, and they have so done, as upon 
oadi, after having veiy seriot^sly considered the matter, 
and are ve^dy to authenticate whaterer they have said, if 
it should be pequired, for His Majesty's further informs.^ 
tion. I have drawn up this detail in the best manner I 
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could ; and fear, from ntf never having before attempted 
a thing of the kind, it vfiU be full of errors^ and being 
much fatigued from writing of it, from the original, in 
dght und fortf hours, of the facts contained therein, I 
bdicre thtyare correct ; I am ready to assert, in the mos( 
solemn maaper, that I know them ail to be true. 

(Signed) CHMLL&tTt DOTJGLAlSl. 

JOHN DOITGLAS. 

in the {Mesen^e of 
AUGUSTUS FREDERICK^ 

• • • » 

Coytes 0^ all the Papers alluded to in this Detail are Uk 
the Hands of his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. 

(Signed) JOUN DQTJGhAS. 

In the presence o( 

Augustus FREDERICB^. 

M* MhMifiM. 
Atra6' Cdpjf 

m 
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(No. 2.) 

Narrathe of the Duke of Kent. 

TO Introduce the following relation, it is necessaiy for 
me to {^remise that, on entering the Prince of Wales's berf* 
room, wheie our interview took place, mj Brother, after 
dismissing his attendants, said to me, that some circum- 
stances had come to his knowledge, with respect to a 
transaction wi^h the Princess of Wales, in which he found 
that / had been a partj concerned \ that if he had not 
placed the most entire reliance on my attachment to Amt, 
and, he was pfeased to add, on the well>known uprights, 
ness of my character and principles, he should certainly 
have felt himself in no small degree offended, at having 
leamr the facts alluded to from others^ and not, in the 
first instance, from me, which he conceived luihself every 
way envied te expect^ but more especially from that foot- 
ing of confidence on which he had ever treated me through 
life : but, that beiiig fully satisfied my explanation of the 
matter would prove, that he was not wrong in die opinion 
he had formed of the honourable motives that had actu- 
ated me in observing a silence with regard to Turn upon 
the subject \ he then was anxibusly waiting for nKto pro^ 
ceed with a narrative, his wish to hear which, he was sure 
he had only to express, to ensure my immediate acquies- 
cence with it. The Prince then gave me his haind, as- 
suring me he did not feel the smallest degree of displea- 
sure towards me, and proceeded to introduce the subject 
upon which he required information ; when, feeling it a 
duty I owed him, to withhold from hb knowledge no 
part of the circumstances connected with it that I could 
bring back to my recollection, I related the facts to him, 
as nearly as I can remember, in the following words : 

« About a twelvemonth since, or thereabouts, (for I 
<< cannot speak positively to the exact date), I received a 
«« note from the Princess of Wales, by which she requested 
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«« me to come over to Blackheauh, in order to assist her 

«« in arranging a disagreeable matter between her. Sir 

«< Sidney Smith, Sir John and Lady Douglas, the particu- . 

** lars of which she would relate to me when I should call. . ^ 

*< It in consequencey waited upon her, agreeable to her . \ 

«< desire, a day or two after, when she, commenced the. 

** conversation by telling me, that she supposed I knew. 

«< she had, at one time, liv'd with Lady Douglas on a. 

« footing of intimacy, but that she had had reason after-> v , 

«« wards to repent having made her acquaintance, and was 

« therefore rejoiced when she left Blackheath .for Fly-r 

*< mouth, as she conceived that circumstance would break 

•( off all further communication between her and that 

^ Lady.} that, however, contrary to her expectation, up&ti» 

«< the return of Sir John and her from Plymouth to Lon«^ 

<< don. Lady Douglas had called and left her name twice 

" or three times, notwithstanding she must have seen 

«> that admission was refused her ; that having been cpn- 

« firmed in the opinion she had before had occasion. to 

« form of her Ladyship, by an anonymo.us letter she had» 

•' received, in which she was very strongly cautioned 

<« against renewing her acquaintance with her, both aa 

** being unworthy of her confidence, from the liberties she 

•* had allowed herself to take with the Princess's name, 

«< and the lightness of her character, she had felt herself 

<< obliged, as Lady Douglas would not take the hint that 

« her visits were not wished for, to order Miss Vernon to 

<< write her a note, specifically telling her, that they 

<( would in future be dispensed with } that the conse- 

« quence of this had been an application, through one of 

« her ladies, in the joint names of Sir Sidney Smith, Sir 

«< John and Lady Douglas, for an audience^ to require an 

'< explanation of this, which they considered as an a£- 

<< front I and that being determined not to grant it,, or to 

« suffer any unpleasant discussion upon the subject, shts 

<< entreated me to take whatever steps I might judge besf 
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<« to pat tn end Ixy xbt tttafter, «nd i4d h<r 6f aA fnrifiM 
«< etottble aboot k. I stafed, in ifeply, tlurt I had to 
•* ktioKrfbdge of either Shr John of Lady Dottgtas, and 
•« tfierefortf coidd not, in tb^Jlrsi intstaniee, addrekfr iny^I^ 
•^ t6 iher^: but tint I had swu acquaintance ^ith Sif 
^ ^Aiej Smkh, and if the PriiiceM wag Aot adf ^ne td 
-«« Aa channel, I wonM try what I coidd in thai- way 
^ eftcni.-^Tlkis being aasented to by the Princess, I took 
«» Bftyleare, and, inhnediately on my^tom home, wtote 
^ a: ndte to Sir Sidney, requesting him to call upon die as 
•v.sdon as he convemently eonid, as I had- som^ bilfiiiiess 
^ to speak to hinf upon. Sir Sidney, in c6nseqoetiteA 
«< cilial on me (I tUnk) the nett day, when I related to 
<t hiih tfke conyetsation, as abote stated, tliat I had' Itaa 
«« wkb the Frincessw After hearing all 1 had to say, he 
« bbitefited, that die Printess, in stating to me, that her 
« ptohiWtioa to Lady DoQgla» to repeat het stsiti at 
•• Blatkfaeathy had led to the application for an anditocd' 
« of Her R«yal Highness,- had kept from me die rtdt 
« cause why b^, as well as Sir JcAin and Lady Douglas' 
^ had mad^ it, a& it orfjfiiiatcfd in a most scandalous ano- 
^ nymoQS lettter, of a natmt taicidated to set on Sir John 
<( and liiih Co cut each odier^s throats, whidi, from th^ 
«< haiid*>writinig and style, they were bodi f oQy convinced 
« watf the pf^ttction of the Princess herself. I nkttnuO; 
<« expressed my sentiments upon such conduct, oif the 
^ part of th« Princess, in terms of the strongest anhnad** 
'< terston ; bvt, nevertlielcss, anxioas to avt>id ^' dnotne-/ 
<« f tfl eelat wliidi the pobfication of sack a fac!t to' the 
«« wodd must ptodace ^ the effect, wtndt its comii^ to 
^ the King's knowledge wtmld probably hate on his 
<< heailth, from the delicate state of his netves, and all the 
^ additional misunderstamiings between His h b je s ty and 
«« die Prince, which, I foresaw, would inetitaddy follow, 
M we^ this fact, which .would give the Prince so powetrful 
M a handle to express bis feelings upon the countenance 



•> shewn ^y the King to the ProKe^Sj at a time wheal 
«< knew him to be severely wound^ by f^is Majesty'^ 
«( visits to Blackheath, on the one hand, and the ceport^ 
** he had received of the Princess's conduct on the otber^ 
H to be brought to Hffht^ I felt it my bounden duty | as w 
«< honest maot to urge all these arguments with Sir Sidney 
«< Smith, in the most forcible manner I was niaster of i 
u adding also, ^9 a further object, worthy of the most 
M serious consideration, the danger of any appearance of 
•< iU*blood in tk^ Family at such an eventful crisis, and 
'< to press upon his mind the necessity of his using hi^ 
« best endeavours with Sir John Douglas, notwitjistand* 
** tng all the provocation that had been given the;m, to 
.<< induce him to let the matter drop, and pursjiie it np 
<< further. Sir Sidney observed to me, that Sir John 
f* Douglas was a man, whom, when once he had taken a 
f< line, from a principle of honour, it was .very di@cu)t 
f< to persuade to depart from it ; however, as he thought, 
'< that if 111^ man could prevail upon him, hi mijght flat- 
<5 ter himself with being the most likely to persuade hiin, 
« from the weight he had with him i he would immedi- 
<^ ately try how far he could gain upon him, by making 
« use of those arguments I had brought forward to induce 
<* him to diop die matter altogether. About four or five 
^ days after this. Sir Sidney called upon me again, and 
«* infomied me, that upon making use with Sir John of 
^ those reasons, which I had authorized his stating to he 
<< those, by which I wn^ actuated b making the request, 
« that he would not press the business further, he had not 
•* been able to resist their force j but that the whole ««- 
M tent of promise he had been able to obtain of him, 
<« amounted to i>o more, than that h would, ttn/Ier exist-- 
« ing arcumstances remain f iiir/, if left unmolested ; for 
<< that he would not pledge himself not to bring the sub- 
M ject forward heriAfter, when the same motive might no 
*< longer operate to keep him silent. This result I com* 
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*^ municated) to the best of my recollection^ the follow- 

<< ing May to the Princess, who seemed satisfied with it ; 

• -- *** and from that day to the present one, (Nor. 10, IS05), 

4 « I never have heard the subject named again in any shape, 

^ *^ until called upon by the Prince to make known to him 

<< the circumstances of this transaction, as far as I conld 

•« bring them to my recollection,'* 

And now, having fulfilled what the Prince wished me 
to do, to the best of my abilities, in case hereafter any 
'one, by whom a narrative of all the circumstances, as re- 
lated by Sir John and Lady Douglas, of whom I was in- 
formed by my Brother, suhsequent to our conversation, 
should imagine, that I knew more of them than I hare 
herein stated, I hereby spontaneously declare, that what I 
have written, is the whole extent of what I was apprized 
of} and had the Princess thought proper to inform me of 
what, in the narrative of the information given by Sir 
' John and Lady Douglas^ is alluded to, I should have felt 
myself obliged to decline all interference in the business ; 
' and to have, at the same time, stated to her, that it would 
be impossible for me to keep a matter of such importance 
from the knowledge of the Prince. 

(Signed) EDWARD. 

December 27, 1805. 



A true Copy, 

B Bloomfield. 

A true Copy, 

J. Biclet. 



JFJutehnll, 29th August, 1806. 
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(No. 3.) 

For the Purpose of confirming the Statement; 
made by Lady Douglas, uf the C^cum- 
stances mentioned in the Narrative, the 
following Examinations have been .. .t^kSRy 
and which have been signed by the aevf^rai 
Persons wha have been examined- 



SARAH LAMPERT. 



• - « 



N. B. This witness was not eMmmedhjf the Ooa^ 
missioners ; at leasts no Copy cf any BaaminiUitm ^f 
ker^s was transmitted with the bther Papers / and no oi^ 
sercation is made in the Beport of the Commissioners^ or 
in the afuwer of her Boyal Highness upon her Exami^ 
nations* It has^ therefore^ been thought that thfre was 
no necessity Jbr publishing them. 

There are two of them; onedattti at .Chrltenham^ Bth 
January, 1806 ; the other with no date qfplace^ but 
dated 29th Marchj 1806. 



MR. WILLIAM LAMPERT. 

N. B. The same observations apply to Mr. William 
Ijmperfs Examination^ as to those of his ff ife^ with 
this^ additional circumstance^ that the wh(Ae of his Era* 
mination is mere hearsay. 

• O 
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\\A January^ 1806. 

WILLIAM COLE. 
. Hat been with the Prince for ^31 years in that 
month I he went with the Princess on her marriage, 
and remained till Aprils 1802. 

In 1801, he says, he had reason to be dissatisfied 
with the Princess's conduct. During the latter part 
•f that year he has 'seen Mr. Canning several times 
alone with the Princessi in a room adj<miing to the 
dTawing*room» for an hour or twO| of which the com* 
pany took notice* 

In January, ISOS, Sir Sidney frequently came to 
dine with the Princess, and their intimacy became 
familiar ; he lus freqfuendy dined and supped at the 
house, and when the Ladies have retired, about eleven 
c^dock, he has known Sir Sidney remain alone with 
die Princess an hour or two aftem^ards ; his suspicions 
ificsaased very much ; and one night, about twelve 
o'clock, he saw a person wrapped up in a great coat, 
i;o across the park, into the gate to the green house, 
and be verily believes it was Sir Sidney. 

In the m6nth of March, 1803, the Princess ordered 
tome sandwiches, which Cole ^took into the drawing- 
room, where he foiind Sir Sidney talking to the Prin- 
cess ; he sat down the sandwiches, and retired. In a 
short time he went again into the room, where he found 
the Gentleman and Lady sitting close together, in so 
familiar a posture as to alarm him very much, which 
he expressed by a start back, and a look at the Gentle- 
man. y He dates his dismissal from this circumstance ; 
for, about a fortnight afterwards, he was senf for by 
t^e Duke of Kent, who told him he had seen the Prin- 
cess at court the day before t that she had expressed 
the greatest regard for him, and that she intended to 
do something for him, by employing him, as a confi- 
dential person, to do her little matters in town \ and 
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his attendinee at Montague Hooie would not be tm 
quired. He received this intimation with much con* 
cern } but said. Her Royal Highnesses pleasure must 
govern him. 

He sajs, that the cordiality between the Prineess 
and Lady D. was very soon brought about $ and» he 
stkpposesi on Sir Sidney's account { that the Princess 
frequently went across the Heath to Lady D. wheie 
she staid till late in the evening, and that, sometimei^ 
Lady D. and Sir Sidney, have come with the Princess 
to Montague House late in the evening, when they 
have supped. ^ 

Sometime after he had left Montague House, he 
went down, when he spoke to Fanny Lloyd, and asked 
her how things went x>n amongst them ^ she said, she 
wished she had remained amongst thedi ; there was 
strange goings on) that Sir Sidney was frequently 
there i and that one day, when Mary Wilson supposed 
the Princess to be gone into the library^ she went into 
the bed*room, where she found a man at breakCssC 
with the Princess i that there was a great to do about 
it } and that Mary Wilson was sworn to secrecy, and 
threatened to be turned away if she divulged what she 
had seen. 

He does uot know much of what passed at Margate 
in 180S. 

In 1804, the Princess was at Southend, where Fanny 
Lloyd also was ; when Cole saw her after her return^ 
he asked how they had gome on i she said, <« Delight- 
ful doings, always on ship-board, or the Captain at 
OIK house.** 

She told him, that one evening, when all were sup- 
posed to be in bed, Mrs. Lisle met a man in the pas- 
sage; but no alarm vras made— diis was Captain 
Manby} he was constantly in the house. Mr. Cole 
says, that Mn* Sander knows every thing} that she 
has appeared in great distress on many occasions, and 



/ 

« 



100 

has said' to him> the Princess, is an altered wmnaa i he 
belieret Sander to be a very respectaWe woman. 

He says, that be believes Roberts to be an hanesC 
man ; that Roberts has said to him — (As Rsberts Um^ 
ttifwMs eKamined bg the C^mmissiontrs^ and his dipQiiiioH 
if given in Appendix A. Nc. 8, what Cele sayt he heard 
him sey is- emitted here. J 

■ That Arthur^ the gardener, is a decent man, but 
does not,know if he is privy to any thing. 

ThatBidgood is^ a deaf qqiet man^ butthinka he 
has not been confidentially trusted. 

That Mr^. Gosden was nurse to the child, and was 
always up'^stairs with it ; she is a respectable woman ; 
but a^ter some time, took upon herself much conse« 
quence, and refused to dine in the servant's halU 

In iBOl, Lawrence, the painter, was at Montague 
House^ for four or five days at a time, 'painting the 
Princesa'^ picture j; that he was frequently alone, late 
rn the night, with the Princess, and much suspicion 
waa entertained of him. 

WM. COLE. 



14/A January f 1806. 
WILLIAM COLE. 

SayiSi that the Princess was at Mr. Hood's, at Sather* 
ii^ton^ near Portsmouth, for near a month in the last 
summer, where she took her footman and servants. 

That the house in which Mr. Hood lived was given 
up to the Princess, and he, and his family^ went to re* 
side in a small house adjoining. 

That the Princess and Mr. Hood very frequendy 
went out in the forenoon, and. remained out for four 
or five hours at a. time. 

That they rode in a gig, attended by a boy, (a coun- 
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tsj lad) seirant to Mr. Hood, and took with them 

oold meat ; that they used to get out of the gig, and 

walk into the wood, leaving ,the bqy to attend the 

horse and gig till their return. This happened rery 

frequently; that the Duke. of Kent called one day, 

and seeing the Princess's attendants at the window, ^ 

came into the house, and after waiting some time, f 

went away without seeing the Princess, who was out 

with Mr. Hood. 

This information Mr. Cole had from Fanny Lloyd. 

"When Mr. Cole fotmd the drawing-room, which led 
to the staircase to the Princess's apartments, locked, 
he does not know whether any person was with her, 
faiit it appeared odd to him, as he had formed some ^ 
sasinctons. 

Mr. Cole says, that he saw the Princess at Black- 
headi about four times in the year 1S02, after he left 
her in April, and fiye or six times in London ; that 
he had heard a story of the Princess's being with 
child, buttrannot say that he had formed an opinion that 
she was so i that she grew lusty, and appeared large 
behind; and that at the latter end of the year he 
made the ob&ervation, that the Princess was grown 
thinner. 

That he cannot form an opinion about the child ; 
that he has seen an old man and woman (about 50 
years of age) at Montague House on a Sunday, and 
has inquired who they were, when he was answered 
by the serrants in the hall, « That is little Billy's 
mother," (meaning, the child the Princess had taken, 
and which was found by Stikeman.) 

. « WM. COLE. 
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Temple^ %^ih Januarjf. 1806* 

WILUAM COLE 

SaySf that on the 17th of January instaut, he walked 
from Blackheath to London with Mr. Sttkeman, and, 
in the conversation On the Toad» Cole mentioned the 
dffcum stance of the little child, saying, that he was 
gfown a fine interesting boy ; to which Stikeman . re- 
plied, Wh^^ do you mean Billy Austin? Cole said 
Tes. Pray do the old man and woman come to see 
the child as usual ? Stikeman said, << Old roan and 
woman ! they are not crfd ; we have not seen then 
much lately ; they live at Deptford ;" but be appeared 
to avoid any converiation on the subject. Cole says, 
that the account of the correspondence between tiie 
Princess and Captain Manby was communicated to 
him by Fanny Lloyd, but die never mentioned any 
such correspomience having taken place tfaroo|^ 
Scard, since Capuin Manby went abroad. 

Cole says, diat he has not bten in the company, or 
presence, of the Prince alone, or had anjr oonversatioo 
with him on this, or any other subject, since the Fkin* 
cess went to live at Charlton, which is near nine years 

WM. COLE. 



2%dFAruaiy^ 1806. 
WILLIAM COLE 
Says, that a Gentleman and Lady were sitting close 
together on the sofa $ but there was nothing particubr 
in their dress, position of legs or arms, that was ex- 
traordinary ; he thought it improper that a single Gen- 
tleman should be sitting quite close to a married Lady 



lOS 

on the sofa ; ' aiid from diat ritnation, and fonner 
observations, he thought the thing improper. 

The person who was alone with the Lady at late 
honrs of the night (twelve and one o'clock), and whom 
lie kft fitting up after he went to bed, was Mr. Law*' 
rence the painter, which happened two dlflferont n^hct 
at least. 

As to dieobsenraiion made about Sir Sidney having 
z key of every door about the gardens, it was a gardei^ 
er, who was complaining of the door of the green Jiouse 
being left open* and the plants damaged, and who 
made the same to Mr. Lampert, the servant of Sir John 
DouglaSj and which he mentioned at CheltenhaTmto 
Sir John and Mr. Lowten. 

Lampert and he should know the gardener again. 



Temple, Mh April, 1806. 
ROBERT BroCOOD. 
Have lived with the Prince 2S yeari on the 18th of 
September next, and have been with the Princess since 
Sift March, 1798. In 1802 we were at Blackheath, 
and did not go to any other place : in 1801 Sir Sidney 
Smith left his card at Montague House, and he was 
afterwards invited to dinner : and, in the Spring of 
1802, Lady Douglas came to reside at the Tower, 
where she stayed about three weeks. During this time 
Sir Sidney was frequently at the House, both morning 
and evening, and remained till three or four o'clock in 
the morning. He has seen Sir Sidney in the blue par-^ 
lour early (by ten o'clock) in the morning : and, on in- 
quiring from the footmen how he came there without 
his knowledge, they said, they had not let htm in, and 
knew nothing of his being there. He does not know 
of Sir Sidney being alone till three or four o'clock in 
the morning, ai there were other ladies in the house. 
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Dvring die year ISM diePriaoest used so ride tmt m 
her phaeton» attended by Mrs. Fitzgerald, and took 
oot cold meat, and went towards Dartford, where she 
spmt the day, and returned about six or seven in the 
evenings — ^William, the coachman, always attended 
the Princess. 

Lady Douglas, during the year ISOt, was constantly 
at Montsigue House, and was admitted at all times. 
Hie Princess was used frequently to go to Lady Doug- 
las's house, where Sir Sidney resided } at the end of 
that year there was a misunderstanding between Itady 
Douglas and the Princess ; and one day he saw Lady 
Douglas leave the house: in tears, and afterwards she 
has not visited the Princess. Mr. Bidgood's wife has 
lately told him, that Fanny Lloyd told her, that Mary 
Wilson had told Lloyd, that one day, when she went 
into the Princess's room, she found the Princess and Sir 
Sidney in the fact; that she (Wilson) immediately 
left the room, and fainted at the door. 

In the Winter of 1802, and the Spring of 1803, Cap- 
tain Manby became a visitor at Montague House \ hia 
frigate was fitting out at Depttord, and Bidgood has 
reason to believe, that the Princess fitted up his cabin, 
for he has seen the cotton furniture brought up to the 
Princess to chuse the pattern, which was sent to Blake, 
her upholsterer, in London-street, Greenwich. When 
Captain Manby was about to sail, he was walking in 
the anti-room, to let Captain. Manby out ; and, as he 
stayed some time, Bidgood looked into the room, and 
from a mirror on the opposite side of the room to 
where Captain Manby and the Princess stood, he saw 
Captain Manby kissing the Princess's lips; and soon 
afterwards he went away. He saw the Princess, with 
her handkerchief to her face, and go into the drawing- 
room, apparently in tears. 

In 1 808, was nor with the Princess at Margate. 

In 1804, was with the Princess at Southend. We 
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went there the 2d oF May ; Sicard was constantly on 
the look<^ut for the Africaine, Captain Manby's ship ; 
and about a month afterwards, Sicard descried the 
ship, before she came to the Nore. The instant the 
ship cast anchor, the Captain came on shore in his 
boat to the Princess. The Princess had two houses^ 
Nos. 8 and d. She lived at No. 9; and on Sicard 
seeing Captain Manby come on shore, he ran down 
the shrubbery to mee*-, and shewed him into the 
house. No. 9 ; Captain Manby was constantly at No. 
9 I and used to go in the evening on board his ship, 
•for some weeks ; but afterwards he did not return on 
board the ship in the evening, ^d Bidgood had seen 
him in the morning, by ten o'clock, in the house, No/ 
9; and, from the circumstance of towels, water, and 
glasses, being placed in the passage, he had reason to 
believe that Mauby had slept there all night. 

In 1805, Bidgood was not with the the Princess in 
Hampshire* 

After the Princess returned from Hampshire, Cap* 
uin Hood used to visit the' Princess at Blackheath 
alone, without his wife. Captain Hood used to come 
about twelve o'clock, and was shewn into the ^ blue 
room, where luncheon was ordered i and the Princess 
and the 'Captain were alone together, without a lady 
6r other attendant. He used to stay dinner, and 
sometimes in boots } about an hour afterwards coffee 
was ordered I after which the Princess retired, and 
Captain Hood had also left the room, and had not 
been, let out of the house by any of the servants. 
Bidgood has sot seen Captain Hood since about Christ- 
mas last. 

Bidgood has strong suspicions that Mrs. Sander 
used to deliver letters to Sicard, which he conceived 
to be from the Princess to Captain Manby, as 
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used to put the letters into his pocket| and not into 
the common bag of letteis. 

Mrs. Sander must b-. fully informed of all the cir- 
cumstances above alluded to. Mary Wilson and Mbs 
Mieldfield must also know the circumstances. 

Bidgood has seen the mother (as she is called) of the 
little boy frequently at Montague House; the child 
was about three weeks old when he first saw it. The 
mother was at Montague House on Monday last. 
The husband worked at Deptford Yard ; but was dis> 
charged, and Stikeman lias since employed him at his 
house in town. The mother appears to be better dres- 
sed than usual., 

(Signed) R. BIDGOOD. 



SARAH BIDGOOD. 

About six months ago, in a conversation with Fanny 
Lloyd, respecting the general conduct of the Princess, 
she said, that whilst Sir Sidney visited the Princess, 
that Mary Wilson had gone into the bed-room to make 
up the fire, and found the Princess and Sir Sidney in 
such an indecent situation, that she immediately left 
the room, and was so shocked that she fainted away 
at the door. 

(This mtness was not examined before the Commiss: 
oners f at least, no Copy of such Examination, if there 
QMu any, was transmitted with the other Papers* The 
Jirst paragraph in her examination is, however^ 9taied 
above, as it is obseroed upon in the Princesses Ansn^i 
but the remainder^ not being adverted to, either by ^e 
Commissioner's Report, or In/ the Ansnoer, and being aU 
hearsig^ is omitted. 
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FRANCES LLOYD, 



FROM RIPLET IN SURREY. 



To the best of my knowledge, Mary Wilson said 
that she had seen the Princess and Sir Sidney in the 
blue room } but she is so close a woman, that she 
never opens her mouth on any occasion ; never heard 
Mary Wilson say she was so alarmed as to be in a fit. 

Heard the gardener at Ramsgate say one day, "at 
dinner, that he had seen Mr Sicard and Captain Man- 
by go across the lawn towards a subterraneous pas- 
sage leading to the sea. 

When her Royal Highness was going to the launch, 
Sir Andrew Hammond and his son came the day be- 
fore, and dined with her, and in the next morning, 
about four o'clock, after the doors of the house were 
open, she saw Captain Manby sitting in the drawing- 
room of the adjoining house to her Royal Highness, 
which room bclon 'eii to her. 

One morning, about six. o'clock, she was called to 
get breakfast for Her Royal Highness, when she saw 
Captain Manby, and her walking in the garden, at 
Ramsgate. 

Heard from Mrs. Lisle's maid, that the Princess, 
when at Lady Sheffivld's, went out of htr b ri room, 
and could not find her way back i but nothing more. 
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About four years ago, a^ I think, Mr. Mills attended 
me for a cold, and, in conversation he asked me if the 
Prince visited at our house ? I said, not to my know- 
ledge. He said the Princess certainly was with child. 

FRANCES LLOYD. 
A true Copy, 

(Signed) J. Beclet. 

WTutehaU^ i9tb Jtugust^ 1806. 
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